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Russian FM denies media report on signing arm

International
s deal with Baghdad

Iraq capable of attacking US,

BAGHDAD, Feb 15: The Iraqi
government declared Sunday
that it could attack American
and British bases in the Gulf
that are used to launch
airstrikes against Iraq, reports

AP.

"We, by help from God and
support from the sons of our
glorious Arab nation including
true and sincere nationals.... in
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait have
the ability to attack the sources
and means of aggression from
whatever region.” Iraqgi televi-
sion said, quoting a statement
from President Saddam Hus-
sein and senior leaders. |

The statement came amid a
simmering war of nerves with
the United States and Britain
over "no-fly" zones imposed in
northern and southern Iragq.
Iraq does not tecognize the

zones and has promised to fire

at any plane that violates its air
space.

The zones were set up by the
United States. Britain and
France after the 1991 Gulf War
to prevent the Iraqi air force
from attacking rebels in the
north and the south, France
later pulled out from the north-
ern no-fly zone and suspended
ils operations in the south in
December 1998.

Both Kuwait and Saudi Ara-
bia have opened their air bases
to US and British planes that
patrol the "ng-fly” zones.

The United States says Iraq
has defied the zones 90 times
sinuve mid-December by firing at
patrolling planes or bﬁ sending
it own aircraft into the zones.
The United States and British
forces have retaliated by at-
tacking more than 40 Iragi tar
gets. Iraq says at least 27 people,

23 of them civilians, have been
killed in the allied attacks.

The Iraqi statement was is-
sued following a meeting Sad-
dam held with three senior
aides. It again warned Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait to distance:
themselves from the United
*States.

"Once again.... we draw the
attention ol the rulers of Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait and tell
them you are getting involved
now in a vicious and aggressive
war that the people of Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait have no in-
terest in,” the statement said.

It said the meeting reviewed
the current situation and the
circumstances involved in con-
fronting "the US and British ag-
gression.”

The statement did not spec-
ily what type of action lraﬂ
would take against the US an

British bases. During the Gulf
War. which was h'igﬁered by
Irag s 1990 invasion of Kuwait,
Iraq fired long-range missiles
at allied forces in Saudi Arabia.

The statement said more
blood was being shed now and
this will eventually boomerang
on Saudi and Kuwaiti rulers,

“The surge in the sea of blood
between you and the Iraqgi peo-
ple... leaves you in an aimless
situation in which suspicions
and whims will drive you to the
unknown,” the statement
warned.

Reuter from Moscow adds;

Foreign Minister igor lvano de-
nied a British newspaper report
on Sunday that Russia had

signed a secret deal with Bagh-
dad to upgrade Iraqs air de-
fences, Russian news agencies

reported. :
I}Thﬁ Sunday Telegraphs re-

British bases in the Gulf

ported Russia had signed arms
deals with Irag worth more
than 100 million pounds (162
million dollars) in :a blatant
breach of the United Nations
arms embargo.

Quoting unnamed diplo-
matic sources in Moscow, the
newspaper said Russia had
agreed to upgrade and overhaul
Irag’s ageing squadrons of Mig
jet fighters and restore Iraq's
delences to combat readiness, It
said negotiations were also un-
der way on supplying new air
defence batteries,

"Russia is scrupulously ad-
hering to all its commitments
under UN resolutions on Iraq,
and these resolutions do not
allow for deliveries of such
weaponry to that country,” Rus-
sian news agencies quoted
Ivanov as saying in Paris,

" Europe (OSCE), foreign ministers of Ital
Britain Robin Cook, France Hubert V
Ivanov, and European Commissioner Ha

Contact Group on former
Serbs
Kosovo.

Yugoslavia in Paris Sunday.
and ethnic Albanians another week in their peace

Troops desecrate mosques
in Kashmir

S RINAGAR, Feb 15: In In-
dian occupied Kashmir, the
lroops desecrated mosques in
Batmaloo locality of Srinagar
on the pretext of siege and
search operatien which
sparked furicus anti-India
demonstrations. reports AP,

The troops besieged six
mosques, raided it with their
boots en; ransacked it and took
into custody five people. Women
of the locality, tock out protest
procession against the desecra-
tion of the mosques.

Killing in custody of two
more innocent Kashmiris in
KRupwara and rural area of
Jammu also triggered anti-In-
dia dermnonstrations. The victim
in Rupwara was a Bank Man-
ager. Ghulam Ahmed Pir and in
Jammu rural area. a young man
Muhammad Ismaeel, Protest
procession was taken out in
RKupwara and Muslim Federa-
tion sharply reacted in Janmg

against these brutal murders.
Over 50 people got injured
when Indian troops opened fire

‘on a peaceful procession at

Achabal, in Islamabad
(Anantnag) area, protesting
against Indian repression, Six
critically injured pretestors
had 1o be admitted to hospital.

A protest sit-in was staged at
Naushera locality of Srinagar
against arrest of innocent peo-
ple. One person was shot dead at
Kathigate in Srinagar and an-
other at Litpura. in Pulwama
area. Three people belonging to
Jamat-e-Islami were arrested
in Tral area.

_Sabir Ahmed Soofi, nephew
ol the renegades ring-leader.
Koka Paray was shot dead at
Brar village, in Bandipura area.
Koka Paray is also member of
the so-called Srinagar Assem-
bly. The Mujahideen clashed
with troops at Thathri, in Doda
district, reportedly killing
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Beijing

releases dissident Gao: ciina

released prominent dissident

a0 Yu on medical parole

yﬁ-.sltrrda]y. 4 Hong Kong-based human rights group said. Reuters
0

reports from Hong Kong,

Gao, 56. returned to her Beijing home at about noon. a
spokesman for the Information Centre of Human Rights and
Democratic Movement in China said. Gao is suffering from
nigh blood pressure. hearl disease and kidney problems, and
would undergo a medical check soon, he said. Gao was sentenced
to SIX years in jail in 1993 for "disclosing state secrels" after
Wriling a scries ol articles on structural reform in China for
Hong Kong's Mirror monthly magazine.

Jordan's $1.4m

Jordan has launched a fund-raising campai

project:

Zn lo print a

million copies of the Holy Quran in memory of King Hussein

who died on February 7,
reports from Amman;

The 1.4 million dollar proj

Hussein's idea, will be one-fift

newspapers said yesterday. AFP

ect, which was originally King
[unded by the Ministry

of Reli-

gious Allairs, The late monarch had intended to supply the bal-

ance which will now be cojlected in

donations from the public

4s a tribitte to him. The Quran will be distributed free of charge

throupghoul the world.

than
Guwahati while bringing out a
governments alleged attempt

50 ioma]jsts held in Assam: wor

0 journalists of Assam were arrested yesterday in
procession to protest against the
to curb freedom of press in the

state. PTI reports from Guwahati.

The journalist Action Committee of Assam took oul a pro-
cession from the Guwahati Press Club to protest the arrest UF

‘Dainik Agradoot; Naresh Kalita,
1ed ULFA and other acts of re-

news editor of Assamese daily

for alleged links with the bant

the

pression-against the press in the stale.

- L -
2 die in Thai tour bus crash: .
peaple were killed, including one foreigner, and 37 others
injured when a tour bus crashed in central Thailand early

yesterday, police and hospital

from Bangkok.

sources said, Reuters reports

Police said the Bangkok-bound bus was carrying tourists
from Britain, Israel, Germany Japan. South Korea and the

United States, when it collided wit

a truck in Nakorn Sawan

province, All of those injured were loreigners, three of whom

WEre in-serions cordition.

Fossilised horns found in China:

Chinese archeologists recently unearthed a pair of very large
lossilised horns of a urus: an extinet wild ox. in northeast
China's Liaoning province, Xinhua reports from Beijing.

The horns are 1.5 metres in length and 15 cm in diametre at
their Jargest Scientists say that the animal lived about 50.000
yvears ago, The rare horns are expected to provide information
about the prehistoric environment in northeastern Asia. which
wias possibly warmer and more humid than today:.
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three soldiers.

Meanwhile; the puppet
regime in Srinagar has an-
nounce scheduled of four-
phased panchayat elections.
Polls scheduler for Ladakh will
be announced later.

The first-phase polls will be
held on May 30, this year.
Commenting on it, observers in
Srinagar recalled that these
polls would be as farcical as
that of the so-called elections
for Lok Sabha and Srinagar As-
sembly which were held at gun-
point.

They also recalled that a
large number of Indian troops
were sent to occupied Kashmir
on the pretext of those polls and
the coming panchayat polls
might yet be another excuse for
deployment of more troops to
further increase brutalisation
of Kashmiris, struggling for
Ltheir right to self-determina-
tion.

BJP prefers fresh
elections 1n Bihar

PALAKKAD. Feb 15: The BJP
favours fresh elections in Bihar

- and is not interested in forming

an alternative government in
the state. reports PTI.

Once parliament ratifies
dismissal of the Rabri Devi gov-
ernment. the Bihar assembly.
kept in suspended animalion,
would be dissolved and elec-
tions ordered, Union Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Minister
Pramod Mahajan said yester-
day.

The BJP was not interested
in horse-trading to form a gov-
ernment in Bihar, he told re-
porters here.

The house was kept in sus-

pended animation in view of"

the Supreme Court order in the
Bommai case that no assembly
should not be dissolved unless
the dismissal of a state gov-
ernmenl was ratified by par-
liamenti. Mahajan said.
Hoping the Congress would

extend support to the Vajpayee
government in parliament over
the issue, the said even
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi was of the view that the
Rabri Devi government had no
moral right to continue in the
wake of recent killings in the
slale.

AFFP adds: Bihar was today

paralysed by an opposition-
sponsared strike to protest
against the sacking ol the state
government officials said.
- Shops and businesses were
closed and most traffic went off
the roads in Bihar's capital
Patna as the 12-hour shutdown
got underway. the Press Trust of
India {PTI) reported.

The strike was called by the
centrist party whose state ad-
mintstration was sacked Friday
by the central government
following nassacres of poor
farmers by an outlawed
landowners' militia.

Atfghan warring
factions fail to
reach agreement
on ceasefire

PESHAWAR, Feb 15: Leaders
ol Taliban and other warring
Afghan sides held direct talks
in Ashgabat, capital of Turk-
menistan Friday for the first
time in last eight months, but
failed to reach agreement on
cease-fire, reports AP,

They discussed different is-
sues, but so far no agreement
has been made. After talks in
May 1988. Taliban secured
control over major part of
Alghanistan, leaving only 10
per cent of the country's terri-
tory with their opponents,

The United Natiens and
Turkmenistan mediated the
talks in Ashgabat in order 1o
find a solution to the Afghan
conflict. Lakhdar Brahimi,
special envoy of the UN Secre-
tary General will visit the re-
gion later this month in fresh
efforts to ensure permanent
peace in Atghanistan. He last
visited the region in Novernber
1998.

Senior Spokesman of Tal-
iban Maulvi Wakil Ahmed Mu-
tawakkel said Saturday con-
lirmed the talks with the appo-
sition but did not disclose de-
tails, He said they (opposition)
would discuss the issues dis-
cussed with their leaders,

Mutawakkel said Taliban
warnts talks with sincerity by
powerful representatives 1o
reach agreement, but the people
who negotiated did not seem
powerful and lacked authority.

He said we have always been
trying and making efforts to
find solution to the Afghan
prablem and hope the opposi-
tion might have brought about
some change and leniency in
their policy, might think for
progress, welfare of people and
country and get ready [or result
oriernted talks.

China reiterates calls
for talks with Taiwan

BEIJING. Feb 15: Chinese
Premier Zhu Rongji on Monday
reiterated calls for talks with
Taiwan as soon as possible,
state media said, reports AP,

Speaking at a reception to
mark Tuesday's Lunar New
Year, Zhu said reunifying
China with the island it claims
as a renegade province was "the
common aspiration of the
whole nation.”

"We call on the Taiwan au-
thorities to clearly see the way
things are going, to hold politi-
cal negotiations with us as soon
as possible,” the oflicial Xinhua
News Agency quoted Zhu as say-
B ETLE

Zhu also urged Taiwan to
‘make practical efforts to for-
mally end the state of hosiilily
between the two sides under the
principle of 'one China’ and -
prove relations between the two
sides."”

Taiwan's Nationalists have
ruled the island independently
oi Beijing since they fled there
in 1949 after losing a civil war
to Communist forces on the
Chinese mainland.

China has repeatedly called
for political negotiations to
bring the two sides together. [t
says such talks should be held

utider the ‘one China' principle
that Taiwan is & part of Chinese

terrilory.

But Taiwan says continued
talks about less sensitive, mun-
dane issues, such as flshing
rights and protecting Tai-
wanese investors in China, are
needed first to nurture trust
needed for political talks.

China’s top negotiator, Wang
Daochan. was expected to visit
Taiwan i May for talks.

China said Saturday it 'will
send another official to Taiwan
in March to discuss Wang's
visit.

Whereabouts of Laden unknown

ISLAMABAD. Feb 15 An
Alghan leader maintained the
whereabouts of Osama bin
Laden were unknown Sunday,
but ether sources said the sus-
pect in the bombing of two US
embassies had fled to Somalia.
Irag or Chechnya, reports AP,

“We don't know whether he is
in Afghanistan or whether he
left the country,” the Taliban
militia's' Radio Shariat quoted
Mullah Mohammed Omar as
saying. The Taliban governs
most of Afghanistan.

Bin Laden, who apparently
dropped outl of sight on Friday.
has been indicted in the United
Slates in the August embassy
bombings in Kenya and Tanza-
nia that killed 274 people.

The United States, which ac-
cuses bin Laden of finanein
and training an internationa
terrorist network. has been de-
manding the Taliban rulers
hand over bin Laden to stand

trial.

The Taliban have stead-
fastly refused. calling bin Laden
an honeoured guest and a {riend
who fought with them against
invading Soviet soldiers in the
1980s.

Many people connected to of-
licial circles in Pakistan be-
lieve that the Taliban do know
the location of the terrorist
suspect.

Pakistan is a strong ally of
the Taliban's and one of onl
three countries to give them of-
licial recognition as the gov-
ermment of Afghanistan.

One Pakistani source, who
asked not to be identified be-
cause of his links to the gov-
ernment. said that bin Laden
had fled to Chechnya. Bin
Laden is believed to have fi-
nanced Muslim militants who
fought a bitter secessionist bt-
tle in the breakaway Russian
republic, :

Joined by Ferengis, Klingons and Starfleet crew members; Star Trek fans Mikel (R) and
play the Vulecan greeting after renewing their vows on
h wedding anniversary — on the bridge of the Starship
TREK: The Experience' attraction at the Las Vegas Hilton,
all the outfits for her wedding party. Four cotiples were selected from

numerous requests to be married at the "Intergalactic Weddings" now being offered.

— AFP photo

Parliament okays order to
shoot rioters on sight
i Indonesia

JAKARTA, Feb 15; The In-
donesian Parliament today
backed military orders to shoot
rinters on sight, reports Reuter.

“We supporl slern action
againsl criminals and rioters.”
the Deputy Parliamentary
Speaker, Hari Sabarno, told re-
porters.

“The order does not go
against human rights so long as
it follows official procedure.
Society needs to be protected."

Crisis-racked Indonesia has
been I];:Iagued by waves of riots
and bloody civil unrest amid its
worst economic and political
crisis in decades.

Armed Forces Commander
General Wiranto, struggling to
contain the strife, this month
ordered troops to shoot rioters
o1} sighl.

AP adds: The death toll from
religious rioting in eastern In-
denesia rose to 20 on Monday
as troops patrolled two islands,
police said, reports AP.

Fighting between Christians
and Muslim gangs from rival
villages broke out Sunday on
Haruku and Saparua Islands in
Maluku province about 2,250
kilometers (1,400 mmiles) north-
east of Jakarta.

A police officer, who identi-
tied himself as Sgt. Ferdi, said

in a lelephone interview [rom
the nearby city of Ambon, that
14 were killed on Sunday and
another six people died from
their wounds on Monday.

Witnesses said many of the
dead were killed when security
forces opened fire on rampaging
mobs who had set fire to dozens
of homes. Some were stabbed to
death. 1

A nurse at Saparua Hospital
said doctors had removed the
fragments of live bullets from
several wounded.

Residents said both islands
were quiet but tense Monday.

"Troops are everywhere. But
we are still afraid more fighting
might start," said one resident
who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

Last week in the capital
Jakarta, armed forces com-
mander Gen. Wiranto an-
nounced that he had ordered his
troops to shoot troublemakers
on sight so as quell rising civil
unrest.

Last month at least 105 peo-
ple were killed and almost
3.000 homes and buildings were
burned when Muslims and
Christians clashed during a
three-week period on three is-
lands in Maluku province.

Cabinet rules
out Mahathir's
~ resignation

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 15:
Malaysian cabinet ministers
closed ranks behind Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad,
saying there was no question of
his stepping down, reports
Reuter. '

Foreign Minister Syed
Hamid Albar told Malaysian
students en Sunday that Ma-
hathir could not be expected to
slep down and become a senior
minister like Singapore's Lee
Kuan Yew, who was once prime
niinister.

“As far as we are concerned,
we still want Dr Mahathir to
lead UMNO as well as leading
Lhi¢ country into the 21st ecen-
tury,” the official Bernama
lews agency quoted Syed
Hamid as telling Malaysian
students in London.

The loreign minister was re-
terring Lo Mahathir's United
Malays National Organisation
(UMNO), which has led
Malaysian governing coalition
since independence in 1957.

New Sikh
high priest
takes over

AMRITSAR, Feb 15: Thou-
sands of Sikhs gathered at their
holiest temple Monday to watch
an interym high priest take over
leadership of the bitterly i
vided religion. The cleric. Puran
singh, was hospitalised soon
after. complaining of chest
pains. reports AP,

Dr Davinder Singh at the
Sikh-run hospital in Amritsar
said Puran Singh was under ob-
servation in the intensive care
unit after suffering pain on the
left side of his chest, The doctor
added Puran Singh's blood
pressure was high.

aingh had appeared subdued
but showed no signs of illness
earlier, when he stood on a
flower-decked platform at the
doors of the Golden Temple,
Sikhism s most sacred site

Sikhism's 15-member gov-
ermng body last week named
Furan Singh, one of several
deputy priests at the Golden
Temple, interim head priest of
the entire religion. He was to
replace Ranjit Singh pending
an investigation into charges
Ranjit Singh sought to stir up
separatist sentiment in Punjab,

Americans think
- Senate vote to
acquit Clinton
justified

LOS ANGELES, Féb 15: A
majority of Americans think
the Senafe was right to acquit
President Bill Clinton of im-
peachment charges and believe
Republicans pursued the matter
lor political reasons. according
Lo a Los Angeles Times poll re-
leased Sunday, reports AP,

Sixty-live per cent of those

surveyed after Friday's Senate

vole supported the acquittal,
while 30 Fer cent thought Clin-
ton should have been removed
Iron office.

Sixty-two per cent of those
surveyed thought Republicans
in Congress pursued impeach-
ment because they wanted (o
hurt Clinton. politically; 34 per
cent said Republicans were mo-
tivated by concern for the na-
tion's legal and moral fabrie,

Filty-six per cent disap-
proved of the way the Senate
handled the impeachment trial,
and 57 per centl said the final
debate should have been open.

Angola turns down
UN political,

military presence

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 15:
The president of Angola has
turned down 'a UN political or
military presence, as the Secu-
rity Council had requested, but
wants UN relief workers to stay,
diplomals said on Sunday, re-
ports Reuters,

President Eduardo dos San-
tos, in a letter to UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan, also
agreed to human rights moni-
tors and said a special UN rep-
resentative could visit the civil
war-wracked country from time
10 time.

But he ignored requests for
the special representative to be
hﬂSﬂg in Angola and a small
political military mission to
remain in the country when the
bulk of the peacekeepers leave,
tantamount to a rejection, the
envoys said.
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(From L): Norway's current chairmian of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in
y Lamberto Dini, Germany Joschka Fischer, Great
edrine, the US Madeleine Albright, Russia lgor
ns van den Broek during a press conference of the
The Contact Group gave warring
talks to seek an end to fighting in

L,

— AFP photo

Kosovo peace talks given
another week

PARIS, Feb 15: The contact
group on the former Yugoslavia
sunday gave warring Serbs and
ethnic Albanians another week
in their peace talks in France to
seck an end to fighting in the
southern Kosovo province,
French Foreign Minister Hu-
bert Vedrine announced. re-
ports AFP.

The peace talks are taking
place in a chateau in the town of
Rambouillet southwest of Paris.

"Progress has been slower
than we had hoped,” Vedrine
told reporters after the meeting,
but added, "They did manage to
sort out somne of the basies.”

The foreign ministers of the
six-member group — Britain,
France, Germany, ltaly, Russia
and the United States — met in

. Paris to evaluate the peace ne-

gotiations on Kosovo, which
produced no discernible

progress after the first week.
The meeting followed a
'..lu'f:urlﬁin%J tunch devoted to
y the foreign minister

Kosovo

of the 15 European Union
courntries at the residence of the
German ambassador in Paris.

Reuters adds: The European
Union could follow up any
peace accord for Knsovo with an
economic aid package to help
restructure the war-torn Ser-"
bian province, EU foreign min-
isters sald on Sunday.

The bloc's 15 foreign minis-
lers, meeting in Paris, showed a
strong will to help Kosovo re-
build its economy and unani-
mously backed sending aid if
the peace talks are successful.
British Foreign Secretary
Robin Cook said, '

Cook would not give a figure
for the amount of aid the EU
could grant, but EU diplomats
estimated it could be in the re-
gion ol 500 million euros (565

million dal ] '

ome %l%rﬁﬂﬂ civilians are
estimated to have been dis-
placed during the 11 months of

lighting between Serbian forces
and ethnic Albanians

"The world hasn't invented
anything better yet"

MINZK: An estimated 6,000 Belarussians marked St Valen-
tinte s Day with a simultaneocus kiss that organisers said would

land them a
Reuters.,

place in the Guinness Book of Records, reports

_"Werre in love," said Oleg alter a passionate embrace with
fellow Student Irina. "The world has not invented anything bet-

Ler yet."

Police said at least 6,000 people were present at Sunday's
evenl. organised bv local Guinness Book of Records represen-
tative Nikolai Tretyakov and staged in a sports arena on the
outskirts of the Belarussian capital Minsk.

“Undoubtedly it is a new record. You all took part in it," one
of the organisers told the crowd after they had smooched to the
music of a specially composed song, "Kiss",

The contestants — inostly students and other young i}eupl_e —

y

had set out to beat the previous record set by near

ﬂmeﬂ{‘:an studernts in Maine.

3.000
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A Brazilian samba dancer performs on a float diring the
first night of the Rio de Janeiro samba scheol parade at
the Sambodrome Sunday. Rio's samba schaool parade is part
of the annual four-day Rio Carnival, which attracts

thousands of residents and tourists.

— AFP photo

Killing of dissidents, intellectuals

More suspects charged
in Iran

TEHRAN, Feb 15: More sus-
Eer:.ts have been charged in the
illing ol dissidents and intel-
lectual in Iran, the official Is-
lamie Republic News Agency re-
poried. reports AP,

A commitlee investigating
the five deaths late last year has
informed President Moham-
mad Khatami of the new prose-
cutions, [IRNA reported late
Sunday.

It did not say how many new
suspects had gﬁﬁl‘l charged or
whether they were in custody.

Iran's intelligence minister
resigned last week following a
Jan 5 announcement by the
ministry that 10 its agents were
involved in the killings. Au-
thorities later said that several
of those suspects had been freed
and others detained, but did not
give exact figures.

IRNA quoted an unidentified
member ol the investigating
committee as saying that the
new prosecutions "might help
clarify the issue” of the killings.

-He said that the prosecutor
would disclose more informa-
tion next week, IRNA reported.

Iran _has been struck by a
wave ol violence, triggered by
the intensified power struggle
between supporters of hard-lin-

‘were strangled,

ers and moderates inside the
ruling Islamic govermment.
Sinee the moderate Eliatami

“was elected presideni in May

1987, vigilantes loval 1o the
hard-liners have attacked lib-
eral newspapers. broken up pro-
democracy demonstrations arid
even gone after senior officials
allied with Khatami.

The first ol the live victims,
Darisuh Foruhar and his wife
Parvaneh. belonged 10 a minor
oppasition party. They were
lound stabbed to death in their
Tehran hone on Nov 22.

i1 Lhe following weeks, writ-
ers Mohamimad Jatar Pouyan-
deh and Mohammad Mokhtari
disappeared and apparently
_ their badies
then dumped on the autskirts of
Tehran. A third writer, Majid
Sharit, was found dead after
disappearing [rom his home,

Two other dissidents, Pirouz
Davani and Rostami
Hamedani. have heen missing
since mid-December.

The moderate I[ran Dally
newspaper said Monday that as
Iran celebrates 20 years since
its 1979 Islamic revelution, it
was time to overhaul the secu-
rity apparatus.




