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Atletico’s third
loss on the trot

MADRID. Feb 14 [Reuters/
Internet): Atletico Madrid suf-
fered their third successive
Spanish league defeat on Satur-
day as another woeful defensive
display gifted Espanyol a 2-1
win.

An'igln Sacchi's expensively
assembled side remain eight
points behind leaders
Barcelona -- who play Real
Madrid in Sunday's showpiece
ﬁame ﬂ }éhde Nou Camp -- and

ave a game more.

Atletico started brightly and
took the lead on 21 minutes
through Jose Mari Romero, who
squeezed - home a left-foot shot
after beating two defenders,
only to be pegged back before
halitime as Moises Arteaga rose
unchallenged at the near post to
flick a header past Francisco
Molina.

Another glaring defensive
error six minutes from time
gifted the three points to the
visitors.

A tiring Atletico defence
failed to clear a speculative
cross from the left and Darie
Silva, unmarked at the far post,
headed precisely past the ex-
posed keeper.

Mallorca, who like Atletico
have been struggling of late af-
ter a bright start to the season,
had earlier moved back up to
second spot, two points off the

ace, thanks to a 1-0 win at
ome to Real Sociedad.

A second-half penalty from
Leonardo Biagini, after Jovan
"Stankovic had been bundled
over in the penalty area, was
ennough to give Hector Cuper's
side the points.

In Saturday's other game,
Deportivo Coruna beat relega-
tion candidates Salamanca 1-0
thanks to a second-half strike
from Turu Flores.

Sampras, Chang
tumble

SAN JOSE, Feb 14: Top-
seeded Pete Sampras withdrew
from the tournament and qual-
ifier Cecil Mamiit advanced to
his first career final by defeat-
ing No 4 seed Michael Chang 3-
6, 6-3, 6-4 in-the semifinals of
the Sybase Open on Saturday
afternoon, regorts AP,

“femyiit, whn had neyer v
wiy e d? TOW wienvia velOre cis
season, will play No 3 seed
Mark Philippoussis for the
tournament title Sunday.

Philippoussis advanced to
the finals when Sampras with-
Arew wia. a tendon strain above

- el ankle, sustained during
.= yuarterlinal victory over
Bernard Karbacher on Friday,

Mamiit, who turned pro af-
ter winning the NCAA Champi-
onship in 1996 as a freshman at
Southern California, said he
grew up admiring Chang. who
won his first tournament title
when Mamitt was 11 years old.

"I watched his game and fol-
lowed his tactics." Mamitt said.
'l was pretty pumped up.” '

Sampras strained the ten-
don just above his left ankle
during break point of the sixth
game in the second set against
Karbacher.

“l hit a forehand and was
caught off balance,” said Sam-
pras, the worlds top-ranked
player. "l felt it in one sudden
movement. [ continued to play
on it, but it was quite sore."

Sampras said he tried to
practice on the injury Saturday
morning, but he couldn't run on
it.

'l couldn't put any weight on
it's”, Sampras said. "l didn't feel
like I could have played a
proper match. It hurt on any
movement. It didn't make any
sense.”

Mamiit fell behind 5-0 in the
first set before he said he was
comfortable,

‘1 wasn't feeling all that
%l‘t‘:ﬂt." Mamiit said. "Getting the
irst service game was probably
what got me gong."

Mamiit held serve the rest of
the way, and began to take
charge when he broke Chang's
serve in game four of the second
set.

"When | missed a few shots, I
started to get a little tentative.”
Chang said. "l wasn't as aggres-
sive as I should have been. Cecil
is playing some good tennis
right now."

Mamiit, who became the
first qualifier in tournament
history to advance to the final.
broke Chang's serve in the first
game of the third set to gain
momentum which led to his
first professional semifinal
victory.

Woodhall
retains

title
NEWCASTLE, Feb 14: Eng-
land's Richie Woodhall held on
to his WBC super-middleweight
title Saturday, stopping Italy's

Vincenzo Nardiello in the sixth
round. reports AP,

Woodhall, in his second title
defence, was in command win-
ning the first four rounds with
crisp body punches as the Ital-
ian looked out-classed.

But 40 seconds into the fifth
round, Nardiello landed a left
hook that floored Woodhall and
stunned a partisan crowd of
~10,000. But the Englishman
came back, took control of the

round and drooped Nardiello
with a right to the mid-section
in the final 30 seconds.
Nardiello complained it was
‘a low blow and then drew loud
leers when he went down just
after the bell, complaining
Woodhall had thrown a late
punch.
© By that time the fight was all
but over.

Woodhall caught Nardiello
with a left-right combination
exactly mid-way through the

six. Woodhall got up by the 10
count only to have the referee
stop the fight.

"We knew after five rounds
he (Nardiello) would be looking
for a way out to take his
money," Woodhall said.

Nardiello, a former WBC sui-
per-middleweight champion,
saw his record fall to 33 wins
and 7 losses. Woodhall im-
proved to 25 wins and 1 loss.
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PARIS, Feb 14:
Sylvain Wiltord
shot Bordeaux to
lop spot in the
French league on
Saturday with
both goals in their 2-0 win
against Bastia, reports AFP,

The Parc Lescure victory
puts Bordeaux a point ahead of
Marseille, who play at Toulouse
today and keeps Wiltord. top of
the scoring list with 17 goals.

It completes a memorable
week for Wiltord, who made his
first appearance for France on
Wednesday as a substitute in the
historic 2-0 victory over Eng-
Jland at Wembley.

Wiltord, fed by strike partner
Lilian Laslandes-himself with
14 goals this lerm. scored his
first in the 51st minute and
added another following an er-
ror in the 73rd minuie by Bastia
defender Francois Modesto.

™ Sals by b osvostrikes
Alan Caveglia stopped Nantes
nine-match unbeaten run with
a 2-1 vietery to remain third,
the last gualifying spot for the

European Champions League,

David Linares had a goal
disallowed for offside midway
through the first hall’ before
Caveglia made up for that with
a penalty in the 37th minute
after Sebastien Piocelle han-
dled in the area.

Caeglia, thanks to an error
by Yves Deroff, doubled his
tally a minute after the break
though substitute Patrick Suffo
headed home for Nantes from
an Olivier Monterrubio free-
kick with a quartec hour to go.

Monaco's Ludovie Giuly
scored in the final minute to
complete a 4-2 win at home to
Rennes, putting the principality
club inte fourth spot. Giuly, fed
by Wagneau Eloi who did well to
keep his balance in the area,
Kifled the ball into the top right
hand corner to put the match
beyvond any doubt.

Nigerian Victor lkpeba, sub-
stituted! with just over o utarter
hour 1o go, had had a superb
night, scoring twice for the
home side.

Outgoing champions Lens

Wiltord takes Bordeaux atop

beat Paris Saint Germain 2-1 in
a freezing cold Felix-Bollaert
stadium with a capacitly crowd

. of more than 39,000 fans.

Stephane Dalmat put Lens
ahead from a Pascal Nouma
cross after only 11 minutes, but
[talian striker Marco Simone
beat out Vladimir Smicer and
Cyrille Magnier to score in the
66th minute., moments after
coming on. .

PSG keeper Bernard Lama
failed to contrel a corner from
Smicer and Laspalles was in the
perfect spot to find the net.

Lorient drew 1-1 with Mont-
pellier in the night's other
malch. Loic Druon scored the
first for Brittany side Lorient
with an impressive solo goal,
getting past several Montepel-
lier ]Iilayfrs. before shootin
past Keeper Stephane Cassar
lh:li"l:!f' minutes after the inter-
val ; :
Didier Thimothee equalized
just three minutes laler from a
pass by Dos Santos in a move
originating from a Laurent
Robert freekick.
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LONDON, Feb 14
(AFP): France's
World Cup win-
ninyg stars on
Thursday hailed
' ' Nicolas Anelka as
the solution to his country's
long search for a world class
finisher. . S

The 19-year-old Arsénal
forward ruined Howard Wilkin-
son's first, and possibly last
game as England manager with
a clinical display of finishing
at Wembley in the 2-0 friendly
win on Wednesday.

Anelka scored twice in seven
second half minutes as Roger
Lemerre's side turned on the
style in the second half to claim
their first ever victory at the
Twin Towers,

He was only denied a sensa-
tional hattrick by an assistant
referee’'s decision when his
thunderous drive crashed down
off the crossbar and just over
the line.

The performance had his
teammaltes searching for su-
perlatives, Chelsea’'s Marcel De-
sailly hailing him as a better
striker than England's opposite
number Michael Owen, also 19,

"We want him to play like
this. He still has to learn more
because he is only 19," Desailly
said.

'"He has to keep the ball
more. Help the teamm more but
he is really dangerous when he

oes because he is really quick
ike Owen but he is more a
striker than Owen."

Anelka's teammate Em-
manuel Petit believed France
had finally discovered a world
class hit-man to lead the for-
ward line into the millennium.
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“Nicolas was very motivated
ity score {or many reasons, the
lirst one being that in the
French team we didn't find
sirikers,” Petil said.

"We try many strikers but on
Wednesday night 1 think we
tound one of them. He deserved

-t score a hattrick.

Michelle Kwan performing durig
¢ Championships in Salt Lake City on February 13.

"He is still young, he is still
iearning every day. Somelimes
he has chances to score but
doesn't, but on Wednesday he
didn't have inany opportunities
Lo score but he scored twice."

Christophe Dugarry,
Stephane Guivarc'h., Lilian
Laslandes, Florian Maurice,
Thierry Henry and Tony
Vairelles have all tried and
failed to claim an automatic
place in the starting line-up for
the world champions, who have
built their success on a2 rock
sulid deferice and brilliant
midfield,

Anelka, who missed out on
the World Cup in his home
country last summer, has con-
fessed to feeling isolated in Eng-
land away from his family and
iriends.

His remarks even prompted
transfer speculation with Spari-
ish giants Barcelona and for-
mer club Paris Saint Germain
rumoured to be monitoring his
progress.

But Petit is conlident the 19-
yvear-old will eventually adapt

to his surroundings in London
and fulfil his potential.

"When | was young I didn't
speak with many partners. It's
not because I didn't want to
speak, when you're roung you
don't know what to say,” Petit
added. "It wasn't until [ was
around 25 (that I was more con-

I R

Petit all praise for Anelka
&

fident].

'l started in national team
when | was 17 or 18, I think |
wids too young, vou have to
learn if you want to grow up
gquickly and well,

"We can give him some ad-
vice for his huture, hut he is in-
telligent and he is so strong in
his mind. We eéxpect tbo much
from him. like Ronaldo, when
vou find a prospect like him in
France we ask many., many
things from him.

"Il he stays very strong like
that it could be very good for
him."

Anelka described Wednes-
day's win as the greatest mo-
ment in his career so far. eclips-
ing his last appearance al Wem-
bley in the FA Cup final viciory
over Newcastle,

"It was brilliarit for me to be
in the first French side to win at
Wembley," he said, "It gave me
greater pleasure than the FA
Cup [inal goal.

"I love i1 at Wembley because
of the extri space. You can say
it's a good place for me. It was
the best French performance
since the World Cup and it
means a lot even though it was a
friendly.

“I'm gaininﬁ experience all
the time but I have to work and
work and we will see what hap-
pens in the future. I'm going to
stay quiet in the Arsenal
dressing room because [ daren't
give Tony Adams any stick,
"I've never said 1 wanted to
leave but it's hard when you're
young and the family is not
there. It's difficult but 1 knew
that when 1 came to play here.”
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Szabo erases
McClogan's
mark

DORTMUND, Feb 14: Roma-
nian Garbriela Szabo set the
first indoor world record of the
ear when she smashed Briton
iz McColgan's seven year-old
5,000 meters mark by clocking
14 minutes 47.36 second at an
international meeting on Sat-
urday, reports Reuters.

Szabo shaved nearly 16 sec-
onds off McColgan's previous
best of 15.03/17 set jn Fcbruary
192 in Birmingham,

"I was certain that I could
make it." said Szabo, who was
cheered on by a capacity crowd
of 4,500 in this Ruhr Valley
tlown.

MeColgan, who is pregnant
with her second child, said this
week she would miss April's
London Marathon but planned
lo carry on until the 2000
Olympics.

The other highlight of the
Dortmund meeting came in the
women's 4x200 metres relay
with the German guarter of Es-
ther Moeller, Gabi and Brigit
Rockmeir and Andrea Philip
clocking the second fastest in-
tloor mmark ever in 1:32.88.

O'Neill tipped
for the top job

LONDON, Feb 14 {Reuters/
Iriternet): Northern Ireland's
Martin ('Neill was added to the
list of likely candidates for the
job as England coach as the
British media continued to
speculate over Glenn Hoddle's
SUCCessor

A decision is due in the next
few days and caretaker coach
Howard Wilkinson and Ful-
ham's Kevin Keegan have been
tipped as front-runners.

Bul the Sunday Telegraph
said that O'Neill, the former
Northern Ireland international
and current Leicester City man-
ager, had been added to the
f;hnrt list by the FA after they
decided against former incum-
bents Bobby Robsen and Terry

| Venables.

Keegan, a popular choice
among both fans and the media,
ed himself out because of
his commitment te Fulham, al-
though the Sunday Mirror said
the club's owner Mohamed Al
Fayed had agreed the FA could
at least talk to Keegan.

Golmard
grounds
Moya

DUBAL Feb 14: The last seed
in the Dubai Open fell Saturday
when Frenchman Jerome Gol-
mard defeated No 2 Carlos
Moya to reach his first ATP
Tour linal ever, reports AP.

‘It's like a dream. [ have
dreamt for a long time of a 1o-

. ment like this.," said Golinard,

who fought off a one-set deficit
to clinch a 4-6, 7-5, 6-3 victory.

The Spaniard admitted that
he relaxed a little after winnin
the [irst set and let G-aimarg
back into the match.

'l was in a good position to
win the match after the first set.
He was hitting hard and didn't
do many mistakes,” said Moya,

Moya broke in the third
game and maintained his pres-
sure to win the first set without
much difficulty,

The 25-year-old Golmard,
who had earlier ousied fifth

. seed Karol Kucera and third

sced Tim Henman, broke Moya
in the fourth game of the second
set and then held serve to take a
4-1 lead before Mova broke
back o evenit at 4-4.

The match appeared to be
heading to a tie-break but Gol-
mard. leading 6-5 and tending
lo an injured elbow with an ice
pack in between games, broke
Moya to take the set 7-5.

Moya's game fell apart in the
third set with Golmard break-
ing in the first game. Moya im-
mediately broke back, but the
Frenchman, who was serving
well throughout the two-hour
match. broke to take a 4-1 lead
and didn't look back.

Movya served 13 aces, the ma-
jority of which came in the sec-
ond.set and admitted that he
was not very comfortable play-
mg the left-handed Golmard.

"His serve is good and he is a
lefty. I hate playing lefties,"
said Moya.

Golmard said that his main
goal is to reach the top 30 in the
world. _

‘'l didn’t have'anything to
lose, unlike Carlos, who has to
think of ranking points,” said
the 61st-ranked player.

The other semifinal belween
Australia's Andrew Ilie and
German Nicolas Kiefer was sus-
pended due to rain, Kiefer was
leading 6-3.

Rosset keeps
Cruising
~ 3T PETERSBURG, Russia,
Feb 14 (Reuters/ Internet): Marc
Rosset maintained his record of
not having dropped a set in the
tournament to beat David Pri-
nosil 6-3, 6-4 in the final of the
St Petersburg Open on Sunday.

The Swiss second seed took
the initiative against Prinosil
from the start, breaking the un-
seeded German twice in the
opening set.

The first break came in the
fifth game after Prinosil had
double-faulted twice. He was
broken again in the ninth
game.

Rosset appeared to lose his
concentration at the start of the
second set, losing his service to
love,

'It was a bad service game,"
said the lanky Swiss. "I just lost
my concentration for a mo-
ment. That's something 1 have
to work at because when you

lay somebedy stronger you
ose your serve and the set is
gone."”

Rosset bounced back with a
service break in the sixth game
and broke again in the 10th.
Prinosil saved one match point
but, faced with another against
him, he hit an easy forehand
into the net.
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Gabriela Szabo celebrates her 5000 metres world indoors record
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Wenger calls for a change

LONDON, Feb 14
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): Arsene Wen-
ger received bac-
king on Sunday
. for his call for a
change to the laws of the game

| lollowing Arsenal's offer to re-

play an FA Cup match they had
won through an "unsporting”

goal.
Holders Arsenal beat
Sheffield United 2-1 in their

fifth round tie with a late goal
that Wenger admitted was
‘sports-wise nol right".

"There is a hole in the rule-
book, we would be belter off to
have a law rather than a ron-
venlion,” said the Arsefial
manager,

David Davies, English Fool-
ball Association (FA) acting
chief executive. applauded
Wenger's call,

An npportunity to discuss a

1 rule change will come almost

inunediately with the lawmak-

ers of world soceer, the Interna-
Lional Board, due to meet in
Cardiff on Saturday.

“We would be delighted to
discuss this al the Interna-
lional Board meeling because
clearly while we have a conven-
tion tor fair play in this coun-
Lry eveqils at Arsenal did illus-
trate a loophole in the law."
Davies said.

It was not going to be on the
avenda next week but we have
arn unprecedented situation
which we wanl to resolve as
quickly as possible. In this
couniry we pay more than just
lip service to FIFA's motto ol
fair play.”

Wenger said on Saturday his
team had gone against the spirit
of the game in the way in which
they scored their 76th minute
‘winner” alter Sheffield's Lec
Morris had been injured.

Nigerian inlernational
Nwanku Kanu, making his Ar-

senal debut, ran on to a throw-
in which under soccer etiquette
was intended to return the ball
to Linited. Kanu then set up
Marc Overmars for the goal.

Arsenal won praise for their
quick response in offering the
Yorkshire club a replay.

The FA swiftly agreed and
the two teams will meet again
on February 23.

Responding to criticism that
the FA had acied hastily;
Davies said: "The reason we
took a very quick decision to
replay the mateh is that we
think fair play maiters.”

Wenger's suggestion also
found approval from one of
Hritain's most experienced
managers, Ron Atlkinson, re-
cently installed at Nottingham
Forest, welecomed the proposal.

"These things never show up
until they happen. I think it's a
decenl idea and it should save
confusion.” he said.

ATP to change code of conduct

SAN JOSE, Cali-
fornia, Feb 14;
(Reuters/ Inler-

pf Andre Agassi
Irom the 350.000
allars Sybase Open on
Wednesday lor cursing near a
linesinan has led to calls that
the ATP Tour's code of conduet
be changed, and a tour official
acknowledged that a change is
likely in the near future.

"You can guarantee that
when [ meet with olther tour-
nament directors next month
that I'm going to ask for a rule
change and vou can bet that
most of them will be in favour
of it,"” Sybasec Open toumament
director Barry MacKay said
Thursday.

ATE Tour Director of Player
Services Weller Evans told the
IEWS agenrs}* that the ATP Tour
Player C

ko

ouncil discussed mak-
ing a change lasl month and
said the ATP may soon join the
WTA Tour and the Interna-
tional Tennis Federation in
changing the code of conduct to
allow tour supervisors discre-
tion in the delaull of a player
for minor code violations.

Currently, a player must be
defaulted if he cominits three
violations in a row.

Agassi was thrown out ol his
second-round match againsi
American Cecil Mamiit in San
Jose for two audible obscenities
and one case ol verbal abuse ol
an official. He was fined a total
of 87,500 and lost $5.500 in
prize money. losing a total of
£13.000.

The proposed change would
allow chair umpires to assess
multiple game penalties on a
player for minor code viola-
tions such as an audible obscen-
ity and permit a Tour supervi-
sor flexibility in deciding
whether a player committed an
egregious enough offence to
warrant a default,

1net]: The default

ready had a good indicalion
from the players. coaches and
bhoard members that a chunge
would be supported. We don't
WAHILL E‘ jump the gun on the
WTA® dl ITK. We want o an-
nounce the change in coopera-
tion with those organisations.”

MLS Matthaeus
next destination

MIAMI, Florida. Feb 14:
Lothar Matthaeus, the live-lime
German World Cup defender
who turns 38 in March. con-
tirined Friday he is considering
playing in Major League Soccer
next year alter his deal with
German lirst division side Bay-
ern Munich ends, reports AFP.

‘New York and Los Angeles
are the lwo metropolises |
would consider," Matthacus
told USA Teday, "but my main
reason is (o help the American
sport beconie more prominent."

Matlhaeus, who captained
West Germany's 1990 World Cup
winning team. would follow Lhe
footsieps of many big-name
players who came to US clubs in
later years of their career, in-
cluding Pele and Franz Becken-
bauer.

Matlthaeus understands the
step dewn he might lake coming
to the United States after the
2000 European Championship,
which he expectis to be "the end
of my career at that level,"

MLS deputy commissioner
Sunil Gulati reportedly balked
at a 1997 plan lo pay Matthaeus
850.000 dollars a season Lo play
lor the Chicaglo Fire, which won
the MLS crown last year in its
lirst season.

Matthacus. whose deal with
Bayern expires in June of next
year, is«he only non-goalkeeper
Lo play in five World Cups. He
has five Bundesliga titles with
Bayernt Munich and helped In-

Tournanient directors like
MacKay say that the current
code of conduct is too inflexible
and puls their events finan-

- cially at risk if a _chair umpire

wrongly decides fo defaull the
Lournament's star attraction.

Agassi, who is a four-time
inner of the Sybase Open. was
believed to have been paid
3200.000 guarantee to appear in
san Jose and is one of the even-
ts bDiggest ticket sellers.

Evans said the tour is sym-
pathetic to the lournaments'
plight.

“There have been concerns
expressed about the show being
stopped too soon,' he said. "Fe-
lix Mantilla's defaull in Munich
in 19497 for kicking a bottle of
waler o1 a olay court is a perfect
exampie of a minor code
violation that should have nof
resuited in a default.”

Lvans hastened lo add that
Agassi's conduct on Wednesday
wias not a just a series ol minor
code violations,

"His third violation was ver-
bal abuse of an olficial and un-
der the new rule he still could be
detaulted for that." Evans said.

Agass] denied swearing at
the official, saying he was
merely swearing at himself, but
umpire Steve Ullrich and ATP
supervisor Tom Barnes saw it
differently,

World number one Pete
Samprds said Agassi acted irre-
sponsibly,

"He knows the rules,” Sam-
pras said. "Just because he's
Andre, he's nol going to get
away with things like that. He
learned his lesson, he's not in
the tournament. He knows he's
a prolessional and he should
act like one,

‘In the heat of battle, some-
times you overreact and thats
what happened to him, but
thiere has to be a time when you
gel your second warning and
you're one F-word away from

“The ball is on the tee." ter Milan win (he Serie A lesing that yvou have to hold
Evians told Reuters. "We've al-  crown, back a little bit.”
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