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Communications Minister Anwar Hossain offering munujat  after unveiling the pliygrue of

the rehabilitated Dhaka-Aricha highway at Savar yesterday.
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Govt to provide
400 computers

to schools
By DU Correspondent

The government will provide
400 computer Lo the secondary
schools at thana-level across
the couniry to promote com-
puter literacy. Minister for Sci-
ence and Technology Nooruddin
Khan said yesterday.

Speaking at a seminar as
chiel guest, he said the govern-
ment has already made agree-
ments with six countries on
computer technology.

The seminar on ‘Computer
Education and Employment
Opportunily’ was heE:I at the
seminar room of Chemisiry
Department of the Dhaka Uni-
versity.

The minister urged the pri-
vale organisations to work
along side government to eradi-
cate compuler illiteracy.

Dr Md Alamgir Hossain,
chairman of the DU Computer
science Department. presented
the key-note paper.

Addressing the seminar. DU
VC A K Azad Chowdhury an-
nounced that all the depart-
ments and residential halls of
the university will be provided
with compuler facilities soon.

Speakers at the seminar also
emphasised on the importance
of computer education in all the
educational institutions and
especially in the universities to
produce a good numnber of pro-
grammer each year for (he
sollware development indiisiry

The seminar was organised
by the Dhaka University Stu-
dents’ Compuler Association.
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Minister for Science and Technology

' JS adopts obituary
references

By Staff Correspondent

The Jativa Sangsad yester-
day adopted two obituary refer-
ences condoling the death of
Ahmed Ali . a BNP MP. and
King Hussein of Jordan.

Moved by Speaker Humayun
Rashid Chowdhury, the resolu-
tions were passed by the House
unanimously.

Earlier, Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad Azad conducted a
munajat in parliament, seeking
divine blessings for salvation
of the departed souls. The Chair
allowed five MPs including
Leader of the House and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina to dis-

4 beheaded
bodies
recovered

MAGURA, Feb 14: Police re-
covered beheaded bodies of
three men and a woman from
Chittra river at Gangarampur
village in Salikha thana here
today, reports UNB.

Local people found the
unidentified bodies floating in
the river and called in police
who recovered those in Lhe
evening,

They suspected that miscre-
ants threw the bodies into the
river after killing (hem bru-
tally. A general diary was [iled
with Salikha police.

cuss briefly on the life and work
of late Ahmed Ali.

Ahmed Ali, a BNP legislator
from Meherpur-1 counstituency
of the Jatiya Sangsad. died on
February 13 in Dhaka at the age
of 65. And King Hossain of Jor-
dan died on February 7 in Am-
man at the age of 63,

As a mark of respect to the
departing souls, the session was
adjourned yesterday, keeping
other businesses of the day
pending.

Paying tribute to the mem-
ory ol late MP. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina said Ahmed Ali
was a patriot, freedom fighter
and language movemenl vet-
eran. At his death. the nation
has suffered an irreparable
loss, she added.

The Prime Minister recalled
with deep %ratitude the simple
life style of late Ali and his con-
tribution to the parliamentary
democracy.

Deputy Leader of the House
Zillur Rahman, Deputy Leader
of the Opposilion in the Jatiya
Sangsad Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury, BNP lawmaker
Shamshuzzaman Dudu and
Jatiya Party legislator Advo-
cate Fazle Rabbi also spoke on
the life and works of Ahmed
Ali.,

Badruddoza Chowdhury said
that Ahmed Ali. a liberal
politician, never compromised
his ideals and principles.

M Nooruddin Khan speaking at a seminar on 'Com-

puter Education' at the Dhaka University yesterday. DU Vice-Chancellor Prof A K Azad
Chowdhury was also present at the seminar,
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Azam calls for
forging unity

(O unseat govt
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Feb 14: Ja-
maat-e-Islam, Bangladesh chief
Golam Azam called for forging
unity to unseat the government
as. what he said, independence,
democeracy and Islam were not
safe under its rule.

Addressing a public meeting
organised by Chittagong unit of
the party at Laldighi maidan
today, Azam said, "We wanl to
oust this government as it
signed a treaty on Chittagong
Hill Tracts in favour of India to
jeopardise the independence of
Bangladesh".

“This government has un-
leashed terrorism in the coun-
try instead of f{lourishing
democracy, he added.

The Jamaat chief urged the
people to boycott the ensuing
municipality polls il the four-

oint demands were not ful-
illed.

The meeting was held amid
tight security with the deploy-
ment of a large number of police
in an around the venue.

Tension was high in the port
city following a threat from
pro-Awami League Chhatra
League supporiers to foil the
Jamaat meeting, police said,
adding that tight security mea-
sures were taken all over the
cily to prevent any outbreak of
violence and untoward inci-
dent,

Meanwhile. lew minutes he-
fore the end of Golam Azam's
speech atl 5-20 pm, the panicked
crowd suddenly started running
from Laldighi maidan when
Chhatra League brought out a
procession protesting the meelt-
ing at Kotwali crossing, wit-
nesses said.

The processionists of BCL
later went back to City College,

During the trouble at
Laldighi maidan. several hun-
dreds of Jamaat activists with
bamboo sticks in hands were
seen urging the crowd not to
move away and keep quiet, wit-
nesses said,

Nobel laureate calls 1

for referendum in
East Timor

JAKARTA, Feb 14: Nobel
Peace Prize winner Bishop
Carlos Belo has accused rival
factional leaders in East Timor
ol not representing the people's
wishes and has called for an
immediate referendum on the
future of the former Portuguese
territory. a newspaper reported
Sunday. reports AP,

The report in The Jakarta
Fost quoled the Roman
Catholic bishop as saying the
views of East Timorese had
been manipulated by various
groups either for or against in-
dependence from Indonesia.

Belo said leaders, such as
himsell, jailed pro-indepen-
dence rebel commander
Alexandre Jose "Xanana" Gus-
mao and others. had made their
views known te the Indonesian
government, even though they
do not represent the majority of
East Timorese.

"Who says they represent the
people?" East Timor's Roman
Catholic bishop said. "The most
relevant thing now is that all
East Timorese speak up.”

He complained of a gap be-
tween the terrilory's political
elite and the vast majority of
East Timorese,

Indonesia. which invaded
East Timor in 1975, has offered
to grant independence to the
hall-island territory if its peo-
ple reject an autonomy plan
now being considered at UN-
sponsored talks with Portugal.

Last week Indonesian Presi-
dent B J Habibie indicated that
he favoured independence by as
early as the start of next year.

Other Indonesian officials
have said they want the East
Timorese people to opt for an
autonomous state within the
lhlonesian republic.

Indonesia has consistently
rejected calls for a referendum
saying that it would trigger deep

clivisions within East Timorese
soctely and could lead to civil
war, Bul it has nol said how Lhe
views ol East Timor's people
call be judged without a ballot,

There have already bheen
some deadly clashes between
rival armed groups.

Belo, who was the co-winner
of the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize,
called on all factions to setlle
their ditfferences peacefully.

He also suggested Habibie
clarify his position or stage a
vole,

"The president had better
hold a referendum or maker a
clear presidential decree so that
East Timorese also no longer
neec to have headache over the
president’'s position,” he said.

Belo said that personally he
could acecept Indonesia's auton-
omy offer ahead of a later refer-
endum. However. he said he did
not represent the people.

Predominately Muslim In-
donesia declared overwhelm-
ingly Roman Catholic Easl
Timaor its 27th province in
1976. The terrilory has been
wracked by puerilla warlare be-
tween rebel and Indonesian
forces as well as human rights
abuses ever since.

Until recently, Indonesia re-
fused to consider granting inde-
pendence to East Timor despitle
calls [rom many pro-indepen-
dence aclivists.

However, its policy softened
after former autocratic Presi-
dent Suharto. who ordered the
imvasion 24 years ago, quit
power last May after riots and
pProtests.

Habibie, a former protege of
Suharto, has dismantled many
fealures of his predecessor's
rigid political legacy and has
scheduled parliamentary elec-
tions for June 7.

brethren
January. They were Killed by
gunmen who shot them while

Tehrik-e-Jafria

Iran denies
Pak reports
on Laden

TEHRAN, Feb 14: Tehran
categorically denied today
Pakistani reports that Wash-
ington's public enemy number
one, Saudi dissident Osama bin
Laden, was headed for Iran. re-
ports AFP,

Claimns by a Pakistani intel-
ligence officer that Bin Laden

had been seen on the Iranian’

border after his reported disap-
pearance from his Afghan
hideout were “irresponsible”
and “regrettable,” a Foreign
Ministry spokesman said.

The reports were aimed at
“confusing public opinion," the
spokesman told the official
news agency IRNA.

The Taliban militia, which
tontrols 80 per cent of
Afghanistan, announced loday
that Bin Laden had disappciired

and might have lefi
Afghanistan. )
Its claim was greeted with
caution by Britain and the
United States, who hold Bin
Laden responsible for a series of
altacks against western targets.
Bin Laden was believed to
have been living in the southern
Af%han cily of Kandahar, the
Taliban's de facto base; since
the United States
launched missile
his
Alghanistan.
His continued residence has
raised fears of new US military
action and hindered the Tal-

last year
strikes
camps in

iban’s efforts to be recognised as
the legitimate rulers of
Afghanistan.

Analysts said the Taliban
may have moved to isolate Bin

Laden to win international
favour,

They want to hold
one-party polls,
says Ershad

SYLHET. Feb 14: Jatiya
Parly chairman H M Ershad to-
day warned of serious conse-
quences if government goes lor
‘one-party’ municipal polls,
reports UNB.

"We, all the opposition par-
ties. will Iaunch a united one-
point oust-governmert move-
ment,” he said while addressing
a public meeting at Kanaighat
Bazar ground here.

Ershad said this government
would only accentuate prob-
lems if it remains in power,

"We raised the four-point
demand only Lo create a conge-
nial environment for the elec-
tions but the government ne-
glected our demands. They want
to hold a one-party election,” he
said.

The former president said
Lthey did not want politics of
hartal but "Awami League
forced 265 days of hartal during
my regime.”

He said Jatiya Party urged
the government to pass a law
against hartal when Awami
League announced that it would
not call any more Hartal. "Bul
thev don't believe in what they
sav. Thev kept mium when we
said we would support the gov-
ernmment in passing the law."

He said the people of the
country want to see AL removed
from power. "So, nol in party
interest, it is in the interest of
the people that we are com-
pelled to call for hartal," he
said.

Presided over JP leader Ab-
dul Mukit Khan MP, the meet-
ing was addressed, among oth-
ers, by party presidium member
Kazi Zafar Ahmed and Ismail
Hossain Bengal, Nasiruddin
Chowdhury and distriel JP
president Adv&;ate Giasuddin,

7 gunned down
in India

PATNA. Feb 14: Seven per-
sons were gunned down by ex-
lremists of an unidentified
hanned ulta-lefl outlit at Usrib-
azar under Mehendia police sta-
tion in Jehanabad district to-
day, reports PTI.

Jehanabad district magis-
trate, Pralyay Amrit told FTI
that the heavily armed extrem-
ists attacked the shop ol one

Nawalkishore Sharma and
spraved bullets at himn.
Seven persons including

Sharma standing in {ront and
around the shop died on the
spol after receiving bullets, The
viclims included lour members
ol AN upper caste commmniunity,

'olice had launched massive
manhunt to track down the
killers.

~ Another Shi’ite

Muslim gunned
down in Punjab

MULTAN. Felb» 14: As thou-
sands of Shiite Muslims
protested the recent killings of
their brethren in eastern Pun-

jab province. another Shi'ite

Muslim was gunned down to-
day. police said. reports AP,
Two gunmen on a motorcy-

cle shot and Killed Shahsawar

Naikokar. 40, in Karampur
neighbourhood of Vehari town,
some 50-km from Multan in
eastern Punjab province.

No one took responsibility
lor the attack, but police suspect
it was religiously motivated
and was carricd out by militant
Sunni Muslims.

Nearby in Kuramdad
Qureshi, several thousand
Shi‘ite Muslims held a memao-
rial 1o honor 17 of their
who were slain in

they praved in a mosque in
Kursmdad Qureshi.

"We want the government to
proteclt us,” said Musawir
Naqgvi, a spokesnmian for the
militant Shi'ite Muslitn group.
Pakistan.
Naikokar also was a member ol

Tehrik-e-Jalria.

Extremisls Sunni and
Shi‘ite Muslim groups regularly
clash each other in the Punjab

"province, the home of Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif. Scoras

of people have died since Jan-
uary. Most of the victims have
been Shi'ite Muslims.

News -

Japan should have its own policy toward Baghdad'

UN urged to halt US, British

air strikes on Iraq.

BAGHDAD, Feb 14: Irag
urged the United Nations today
to halt US and British air
strikes and said the UN panels
set up to review links with
Baghdad after a two-month hia-
lus were a waste of time, reports
AFF,

The United Nations "must
intervene immediately to call
on parties involved to halt the
aggression, in line with UN
resolutions over respect for the
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity” ol Iraq, said the ruling
Baath Party.

Alh-Thawra, the party's
newspaper. said the attacks in
no-fly zones over southern and
northern Iraq since December
amounted to a "flagrant viola-
tion ol the UN Charter, inter-
national law and Security
Council resolutions.”

'Nothing in the Security
Council resolutions authorities
the United States and Britain or
any other country to impose
these air exclusion zones,” the
newspaper insisted.

Ath-Thawra accused Saudi
Arabia. Kuwait and Turkey of
playing "an active role in the
agdression’ by allowing US and
British warplanes to use their
bases and airspace.

The Arab League should also
take action, it said. -

Six civilians have been
killed and several others
wounded in a new escalation of
air strikes since Thursday, fol-
lowing a week-long period of
calm, according to Iraqi au-
thorities. -

On the diplomatic frant,
Deputy Prime Minister Tariq
Aziz said the three UN panels
unveiled in New York on Friday
were a "waste of time" and an
obstacle to Baghdad's campaign
to secure a lifting of sanctions.

"The work of these commis-
sions does not concern us, Iraq
is not.a participant in this
game,” he said in an interview
published today by the Emirati
newspaper A]—Khal»'ae{.

Aziz said the panels were set
up to conceal divisions within
the Security Council. between
the United States and Britain
which take a hard line and Rus-
sia and France which are more
sympathetic toward Baghdad,

AP adds: Japan should de-
velop its own foreign policy to-
ward Iraq and stop its "blind
alliance” with the United
Slates, Iraqgi Deputy Prime
Minister Tarig Aziz said in a
lelevision interview Sunday.

Aziz criticised Japan for
supporting US and British mis-
sile attacks on Irag which he
called a “"violation of interna-

tional law.”

“This is another example of
the blind alliance with the
Uniled States by the Japanese
government,” Aziz told Japan's
Asahi TV via satellite from
Baghdad.

He cautioned Japanese
against forming opinions about
Iraq through the US media.

"Why don't you come and see
Iraq yourself?" he said.

Aziz accused the United.

States of trying to demonise
Iragi President Saddam Hus-
sein because he is an "indepen-
dent leader who won't say 'yes’
to US demands.” -

Aziz repeated demands that
economic sanctions against

Iraq be dropped. He accused

Washington of wanting to over-
throw the governmrent of Iraq
and to install a leader who is
more sympathetic to the United
Stales.

Aziz reiterated that Iraq
would not allow the return of a
United Nations weapons in-
spection team, which he accused
of serving as a [ront for the CIA
and Mossad, the Israeli
intelligence agency.

"We cannot accept a branch
of the CIA and Mossad into Iraq
under the umbrella of the
United Nations," he said.

University to attend the committee’s programme yesterday.

The Valentine’s Day Celebration Committee members receiving State Minister for Youth.
Sports and Cultural Affairs Obaidul Quader when he arrived at the TSC of Dhaka
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L Israeli, Palestinian troops

face off with guns

KISUFIM JUNCTION, Gaza
Strip. Feb 14: Israeli and Pales-
tinian troops faced off with
guns today after coming to
blows at an Israeli roadblock,
reports AP,

Israeli army troops parked a
lruck across the Gaza Sirip's
main north-south artery in an
attempt to block a planned
Palestinian protest againsl ls-
racli settlements in the area.

Palestinian security officers
demanded that the Israelis
move the truck. After some
time. several Israeli and Pales-
tinian troops exchanged
punches,

Reporters watched as three
Palestinian police raised their
Kalashrnikov rifles toward the
two Israell soldiers in the truck.
OUne Palestinian policeman
rmounled the hood of the truck
and aimed his gun at the wind-
shield. Another tried to open
Lthie door,

Each side, numbering about

40). deployed troops, guns
raised, lo the surrounding
fields.

During the face-off. 250
Palestinian protesters arrived
al the crossroad. hoisting a
banner saying "No peace with
settlements."

Some chanted "Craven set-
llers, you will not humiliate our
land." .

After aboutl 30 minutes, se-
nior commanders [rom both
sides arrived and ordered their

troops to lower their guns and
open the road.

Khalid Abu Ula, the senior
Palestlinian officer in southern
Gaza Sirip, said the Palestini-
ans were planning a peaceful
march.

"What happened today is
part of the continued provoca-
tion by the Israeli army in
southern Gaza and a deliberate
esrgIaliml of tersions," Abu Ula
said.

Hindu radicals 'reconvert'

Christian tribesmen

DINDORI, India. Feb 14;
Hindu ehants echoed in a rural
expanse Sunday as right-
wirgers ‘reconverted"” to Lheir
religion 150 Christian iribes-
people — a handiul among thou-
sands of illiterate villagers they
say have been lorcibly prosely-
tised by the chureh in India. re-
ports AP,

Tribes people in their tradi-
tional dresses watched silently
as Hindu priests in sallron in-
voked lhe gods under large
colourtul canvas tents in this
central India village and wel-
comed back the new converts to
the Hindu lold.

‘"The Vedas will triumph.”
thundered a prerecorded tape
played on loudspeakers at Lhe
site, hailing the centuries-old
Hindu scriptures on religion
belicved to have been written by
ancieinl gurus,

Colourfully dressed men and

jpayee's

womern stepped forward in
groups of 15, squatting by the
priests who exhorted them to be
good Hindus and garlanded
them with white holy threads
as part of the conversion cere-
Mony.

For Dilip Singh Judeo, a fed-
eral lawmaker and member of
Prime Minister Alal Behari Va-
Bharativa Janata
Party, it was a small victory in
his years-old campaign against
what his organisation believes
is a campaign by Christian
nmissionaries to convert thou-
sands of tribespeople by force or
allurement.

"There are enough Chris-
tians in the world, there is no
need to convert Hindus to
Christianity.” said Judeo, who
washed the feet of the tribes-
people as Hindu gurus chanted
Sanskrit mantras.

- Attack on picnic

partg/ condemned
By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University
Teachers' Association (DUTA)
yesterday in a statement con-
demned the attack on the picnic
party of Accounting Depart-
ment of the university at Na-
tional Park and Joydevpur in-
ter section on Friday.

The DUTA also demanded
exeniplary punishment to those

who assaulted the students and
leachers.

Bulgarian
President

1n Russia

MOSCOW, Feb 14: Bulgarian
President Peter Stoyanov ar-
rived in Moscow Sunday for a
two-day unofficial visit signal-
ing a warming of relations that
cooled after the Soviet Union
collapsed nine years ago, re-
ports AP.

Stoyanov, ‘a former lawyer,
was scheduled to receive an
award from an association of
Russian jurists for his contri-
bution to the development of
Bulgaria's democracy, the
ITAR-Tass news agency said.

"It is a great honour for me to

receive this award, to receive it
in Moscow which is, apart all
else, a symbol of unbreakable
human spirit, despite all diffi-
cult vicissitudes of history."
Stoyvanov said on arrival in
Moscow, according to ITAR-
Tass.

Before departing {rom Sofia,
Stoyanov said, "a clear political
will by both sides for intensive
development of political as well

b as of economic and cultural re-

lations is observed in recent
monihs.”

Although the visit is private,
Stoyanov will meet Russian
Prine Minister Yevgeny Pri-
makov on Monday and discuss
repayment of some dirs 50 mil-
lion of Russian debt to Bulgaria,
the president's press office in
Soflia said.

Based on a preliminary
agreement, Russia is to repay
the sum in spare parts for Bul-
garia's air force and its Soviet-
made aircraft.
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Death ahniveursagf“
of Anwarul Islam
Bobby today

Today is the fifth death an-

niversary of Anwarul Islam
Bobby, Founder-Editor of The
Daily Life of Chittagong, The
Pulse, and The Morning Sun,
5ays a press release.

He died on this day in 1994
in Dubai on his way to London
for treatment of leukemia.

Special arrangements have
been made to feed the poor and
the destitute.

All friends, relatives and
admirers are requested to pray
for his departed soul.

Menon demands
free, fair
poura polls

Workers' Party general sec-
retary Rashed Khan Menon has
demanded of the Election
Commission to hold free and
fair voting in the ensuing mu-
nicipal polls, reports UNB,

"People will reject the poura
(municipal] election in case of
rigging or voterless polls be-
cause of the government's ob-
stinacy.” he said addressing a
party rally at Paltan Maidan in
the city yesterday.

Menon said his party is par-
ticipating in the municipal
election, but possibility of a
peaceful voting seems limited
due to the behaviour of the gov-
ernment.

The rally, organised by the
city unit of Workers' Party, was
also addressed by Nurul Hasan,
Paresh Chandra Saha, Nesar
Ahmed Alim and Akhtar Sob-
han Masrur and Kamrul Ahsan
presided, '

In a declaration at the rally,
the Workers' Parly raised a five-
point demand and called upon
all concerned to forge a left al-
lernative by rejecting the right-
ist BNP and its allies.

Birth anniversary
of Sri Ramakrishna

A live-day-long celebration
of the 164th birthh anniversary
of Sri Ramakrishna begins at
the Ramakrishna Mission in
the city today. says a press re-
lease,

On the first day, the annual
function of the Ramakrishna
Mission School will be held.
Swami Aksharananda will
preside while Azad Rahman,
Director General, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy, will be
presenl as Chief Guest,

On February 16, Prof Ran-
galal Sen will preside over a
discussion on "Swami
Vivekananda and the Diignity of
Man”. State Minister for In-
formation Prof Abu Sayeed will
be present as Chief Guest. After
the discussion, baul songs will
be presented by eminent artiste
Kiran Chandra Roy.

Another discussion on "Sri
Sarada Devi; Mother of all
races” will be held the next day.
At 7:30 pm. devotional songs
will be presented by eminent TV
and radio artistes and a
colourful children's programme
will also be held.

Sri Ramakrishna's birthday
falls on February 18. The day
will be observed through special
pufa, homa, devotional songs,
and recitation from the scrip-
tures. At 5 pm, a discussion on
"Sri Ramakrishna: Harmony in
religious variety' will be held. A
film on Sri Ramakrishna will
be screened at 8 pm.

Prasad will be distributed at
12 noon on February 19. Musi-
cal programme will also be held
in the evening.

2 killed in rice
mill boiler burst

in Sherpur

SHERPUR, Feb 14: Two peo-
sle were killed in a rice mill
Lui!er explosion in Nalitabari
thana this (Sunday) morning,
reports APB.

Police and witnesses said
Askar Ali, 35, a worker of Sam-
rat Rice Mills at Naljura Bazar,
and Afsar Hossain., 32, a rice
trader, were killed as the boiler
of the mill exploded at about
7:30 am.

Alsar of village Chandgaon-
Balishpur in the thana died on
the spot while Ashkar of
Chandgaon-Keotapara in the
same thana succumbed to his
injuries on way to hospital.

The bodies were sent to
Sherpur Sadar Hospital morgue
for autopsy and a case was filed
with Na!i)itabari police.

Meanwhile, a housewife,
Jaigunnesa, 25, of village Bhu-
runga-Porabari in Nalilabari
thana was Kkilled in another
rice mill accident on Saturday,



