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Talbott's Costly Tour

Washington's diplomatic investment in the region and the succsss of it have a
larger context, and it should't be seen only in the immediate terms of
how closer India and Pakistan are to meeting the benchmarks.
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Just concluded in Pakistan
the eighth round of his talks
with Pakistan's Secretary
Shamshad Ahmad. Having car-
ried out a similar excercise in
India with Jawant Singh, the
Indian Minister for External
Alfairs, Strobe Talbott came to
[slamabad amidst low expecta-
lions and went back without
announcing whether he has had

otten firm commitments from
Pakistan on non-proliferation
issues or not.
But from Washington's per-
spetive this does not matter. It
+has to push to deepen its en-
gagement in South Asia even in
the face of an extremely diffi-
cult ﬂi{)lﬂmﬂti[' situation. What
has held Washington's patience
so far? One reason is that

Strobe Talbott's sweat of brow
has not been all that fruitless.
The most notable breakthrough
the Americans have had has
come on one of the four crucial
items. Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty, on the overall Washing-
ton agenda in the region.

Pakistan has agreed to sign
the CTBT and the Indians say
that they will not block the

Treaty from coming into force
in September 1999. While this
is lar short of Washington's ef-
fort to make the iwo countries
lranslate this political com-
mitment into the actual policy
step of signing the Treaty, from
the US point of view it is [ar bet-
ter than both India and Pak-
istan still toying with the idea
ol carrying oul [urther nuclear
tests. Political commitments to
the spirit and letter of the CTBT
from both India and Pakistan
plug one hole in the badly-dam-
aged non-prolileration regime
the US has been attempting to
enforce in the region.

India-Pakistan are also
talking to each other, which is

HE US Deputy Secretary of
Stale, Strobe Talbott, has

Syed
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another limited success Talbott
diplomacy has achieved. In a
region where angry statements
of politicians can snowball into
war-like situations on borders,
getling India and Pakistan to
the point where the two have
renewed bilateral contact for
peace. sports included, are do-
ing business, have started a bus
service, and are considering
various other conflidernce build-
ing measures, will go down as a
positive move forward.

On another critical front,
proliferation-through-export-
of-nuclear-weapons, the US has
made definitive headway.
Washinglon has been able to get
lirm commitments from Pak-
istan that it will tighten its ex-
porl control regime. Although
not fully satisfied with progress
on the export control [ront,

Washington has drawn Islam-
abad into "constructive discus-
sions” on the subject and thus
gollten more than a fool in a
door which was previously to-
tally shut for it. There has also
been progress on some crucial
intangibles, By hammering the
point repealedly in his meet-
ings with Pakistani and Indian
olficials that the security situa-
tion in the region is volatile
and parlous, Washington's
diplomatic effort., spearheaded
by Strobe Talbott, has created
a lavourable policy mood in the
policy making circles in the
sub-continent.

The euphoric atmosphere in
the post-May nuclear tests, the
beating of the war-drums. the
casual approach in.lslamabad
and Delhi to issues concerning
the possibilities of a total nu-
clear war, has now changed sig-
nilicantly. Washington has
been able Lo inject its nuclear
anxieties and its sense of ur-
gency aboul it, in the sub-conti-
nent's somewhat lax strategic

HATEVER may be the
rationalisation of the
governmernt's subse-

quent modification of the latest
bout of administered price in-
creases (announced on Janu

28 and Janu 31 the modifi-
cation being eftected on Febru-
ary 2). there is little doubt that
its ima%t has been adversely af-
fected by the entire episode. In
fact, what has made the situa-
tion even worse [or the govern-
ment is that the Finance Minis-
ter, Mr. Yashwant Sinha, al-
ready carries the appellation
“Roll-back Sinha", which has
become even more pronounced
because of the latest instance of
dithering and surrending to a
section ol politicians who have
missed the "big piclure” because
of their intense preoccupation
with micro-level issues.

This cannot help the elec-
toral prospects of either the BJP
or its various allies who are re-
sponsible for the present gov-
ernment. Admittedly, strenuous
etlorts are already {:emg made
to project the move to help the
Ijnpulai_iun below the poverty
ine (the target group of the
price modification regarding
PDS rice and wheat), the main
focus of the argument being that
the government is oul to help
the poor, But the poor, particu-
larly of this country, should not
be taken for fools (witness their
electoral behaviour in 1977
and it is more than likely tha.
the differences between the BJP
and its allies, on the one hand,
and the rift within the Sangh
Parivar on the other have al-
ready created a poor image of
the present Government which,
bluntly put, has only helped to
strengthen the power prospects
of the Congress(l).

It is in this context that the
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Bihari
Vajpayee's February 3 plaintive
remark that I do not think
that I am helpless as a Prime
Minister” should be seen. Curi-
ously, by merely harping on the
subject, Mr. Vajpayee has un-
derscored its very relevance,
which cannot help the image of
his Prime Ministership in any
way. Indeed, at the same press
conference where he tried to
throw some light on whether he
was helpless or not, he issued
yel another appeal to his allies
in the government, the thrust of
which was that salvation lay
only through consensus and
that, without forging one, the
outlook could only be bleak.

In a written statement, Mr.
vajipayee said: "'l urge all polit-
ical parties to look at the eco-
nomics of subsidies in a broad
national perspective with a
view tb evolving a consensus.”
First. this is an admission that
 there is no consensus among
the nartners in government on
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Mission with finesse: But will it work?
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mindset. Policy makers in In-
dia and Pakistan now echo con-
cerns shared by Washington

such as nuclear war, need for bi-.

lateral peace, nuclear risk re-
duction, solid command and
control systems and the rest.
These terms were not in cur-
rency a couple of months ago
when several high‘ranking
Pakistani policy makers dis-
missed the need for creating
systems [or betler management
of the nuclear arsenal and the
Indians took the line that
South Asia's is not any more se-
cure or insecure now than it was
before May.

Another important headway
on a significant intangible
front which the US diplomacy
has notched in South Asia is
that it has started a public de-
bate aboul the region's nuclear
future, taking a taboo subject
oul of the exclusive preserve of
policy makers into the realm of
inlformed public opinion. This
feal has been achieved by the
second track of American
diplomacy which has followed
the first lead by Strobe Talbott.

A streamn of American visi-
lors has been flowing into Pak-
istan: academics, researchers,
retired diplomats, all have
come here with the same mes-
sage which Pakistani and In-
dian officials have been hear-
ing from their American coun-
terparts in offlicial engage-
ments. These informal chan-
nels of communication have
laid the foundation of a whole
network of personal contacts
and it would not be an exaggera-
tion to say that Washington is
lar more effectively plugged in
to the important, non-official
tier of the Pakistani sociely
than ever beflore.

This network is helping the
US transmit its policy mes-
sages al a far wider IE?J and to
correctly assess trends in public

opinion,

The US has to remain en-
gaged in the sub-continent be-
cause without the alternative to
Lhis engagement is isolation of
its policy from the ground reali-
ties in South Asia, =

Another factor which is
keeping Washington sustain its
diplomatic engagement with
the sub-continent is that in-
creasingly this part of the world
nas become theatre of worrying
strategic action. While South
Asia’s internal security situa-
tion, its economic potential and
political trends are enough to
make Washington keep on dig-
ﬁing for deeper diplomatic roots

ere. around this region the
environment is also becoming
dangerous from Washington's
point of view. US National Se-
curity Advisor Samuel R. Berger
pointed to these developments
around South Asia which are a
cause of grave concern for
Washington.

He mentioned Iran's July
test of the Shahab-3 missile.
North Korean testing of Taepo-
Dong missile and reports that
North Koreans are developing a
test-site, and expressed fears of
Russian nuclear technology
landing in Teheran's hands.
South Asia sits a critical geo-
graphical juncture which con-
nects it with South West Asia
and because of its nuclear tur-
moil also with the Korean
Peninsula. Washington's
diplomatic investment in the
region and the success of this
investment therefore has a
larger context, and it should not
be seen only in the immediate
terms of how closer India and
Fakistan are to meeting the
benchmarks Strobe Talbott
Keeps coming back to in his
meetings with Shamshad Ah-
mad and Jaswant Singh:.

Does the Bell
Toll for Vajpayee?

Ranabir Ray Choudhury explains
why the BJP government shouldn't
take the Indian poor for fools

Vajpayee: Why so thoughtful?

the subsidies subject, which ts
to be C)F)actbd given the high de-
gree ol populism among the
smaller parties, which in fact
survive on their opposition to
(among other things) sensible
economic policies which entail
some adjustment on the part of
the people at large. Second, in
the public's mind, the lack of
consensus on the “subsidies is-
sue’ can very easily be extended
to "on most issues” except on
the need to remain in power by
any means. This gives rise to an
image of a fractious coalition
whieh even the poor know is
not something good for the na-
tionisAdhterests. '

In fact, in recent days the
airing of differenceg both
within the coalition and in the
Sangh Parivar has increased to
an extent which cannot but tar-
nish the image of the Vajpayee

government even rurther. At the
February 2 coordination com-

mittee meeting of the ruling al-

liance, the joint statement read
in part: ~"Since the BJP is the
core of our alliance, it shall
make every effort to ensure that
the prestige and cohesiveness of
the coalition are not diluted by
organisations belonging to its
ideological fraternity." If any-

thing this must be one of the
severest indictments by the
BJP's coalition partners of the
Sangh Parivar itself, the strong
inference being that the
prestige and cohesiveness” of
the coalition had been smeared
by the activities of some organ-
isations belonging to the Pari-

VAar.

The BJP president, Mr.
Kushabhau Thakre, the Prime
Minister himself and the Home
Minister, Mr. L. K. Advani,

signed the statement thus in-
vesting it with as much aulhor-
ity as possible from the BJP's
peint of view. But consider the
response from some ol the other
Parivar constituents who, by
the tenor of Lheir utterances.
have made light of the BJP Big
Three's resolve. which certainly
will not escape the notice of the
people as one more bit of evdi-
ence that the Prime Minister's
voice on important issues is not
that of the Sangh Parivar. On
February 3 the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad president, Mr. Vishnu
Hari Dalmiya, commented thus
on the BJP leaders’ support for
the joint statement: It shows
their helplessness, poor fel-

lows., They are being attacked
on all sides. [ pity them."

Among the coalition itself,
rancour and dissatisfaction at
the way Big Brother (the BJP) is
behaving seems to have reached
a peak — again something
which is being noticed by the
electorate and which cannot be
a favourable input for the popu-
lar mandate in the next elec-
tions. Ms. Jayalalitha has said
(February 3) she is “unhappy”
with the functioning of the gov-
ernment and will ““take an ap-
propriate decision at an appro-
priate time' on the issue of
withdrawal of support. Charac-
teristically, Ms. Mamata
Banerjee (January 31) has been
more forthright: “We cannot be
expected to sit idle and watch
while it (the Centre) plays havoc
with the family budget. We have
no option but to consider with-
drawing support.” That the TDP
has utter contempt for the Vaj-
payee government is indicated
by what the party spokesman
Umareddy Venkateswarlu said
in Hyderabad on February 3:
"The issue is not the TDP's
withdrawal. It is what comes af-
ter the fall of the BJP govern-
ment. If it means another
Congress government, the TDP
is not game for it."

Even if things within the
coalition and in the Sangh
Parivar were to return to
“normal” in a couple of weeks'
time, the sentiments which led
to statements such as the above
will not die easily. True, politics
is full of surprises, but it is also
a fact that to every participant
in the political game the
barometer of popularity among
the electorate (a rough indica-
tion of performance at the hus-
tings) is the supreme determi-
nant of all political action. Go-
ing by that barometer, contlin-
ued association with the Vaj-
payee government could spell
disaster for most parties like
the AIADMEK, the Trinamul
Congress and the TDP, among
others.

Courtesy: The Businessline
of India
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For a Green-product Market

by Naved Ahmed Chowdhury

While making a product greener and therefore cleaner, design is the stage where decisions are made regarding
the types of resources and manufacturing processes to be used and these decisions determine the characteristics
of waste streams e.g., plastic, electrical goods, paints, papers, aluminum cans, elc.

OR consumers all around
the world two aspects are
gaining ground: Green Con-
sumerism and the interest

about the final fate of products

they use. Therefore an envi-»

ronmental point of view. it is
loo simplistic to consider the
impact of a product in isolation
from the production and con-
sumption systems in which it
functions.

The belter companies get al
reducing waslte, the clearer it
becomes that the problem is not
only the process but also the
product. The green way is to in-
[luence people to buy fewer
products or more logically
products made with lees malte-
rial that is using resources
more efliciently.

Is a compuler for instance, a
green product? Considered on
its own, probably not.

But what happens when you
think beyond the process but
the product itself?

The manufacture ol a com-
puter requires large volumes of
hazardous chemicals. solvenls
and heavy melals used in sol-
der, wiring and display screens
which are significant contribu-
tor ta the heavy melal conlent
ol Municipal Solid Waste (MSW)
generated in any city,

[s it possible to design proc-
ucts so that they provide service
without peolluting the environ-
ment? One must remember that
design is a unigue point of
leverage from which to address
environmental problems.
While making a product greener
and therefore cleaner, design is
the stage where decisions are
made regarding Lthe tvpes of re-
sources and manufacturing
processes Lo be used and these
decisions determine the charac-
leristics ol waste streams e.g.,
plastic, electrical goods, paints,
papers, aluminum cans, ete.
One must remember that prod-
ucts allect the environment at
many points in their life cyele,

For example, in Lthe bhest
chemical companies, effluent
accounts lor perhaps 4 per cent
of omtput. It is the final use that
create  large amount ol waste
li.c. the paint itsell). So paint
lactories like DOW and BASF
steadily cut affluent per ton of
procuct sold, but their sales in-
creased.

The next obligation on coms-

Buying product that can be
recycled or reused

Buying products that last
longer

Buying less (this may go
against the present growth ori-
entted economic thinking which
encourages people to consume
more therefore increasing the
economic growth of countryl)

Bul than is it likely that the
scenarios mentioned above is
necessarily going to happen?

Not likely, More likely peo-
ple who will go on consuming as
ever will look for alternatives
to help them consume in a less
environmentally harmful way.

For example, let us take Lhe
example of the food indusl?.
People know that sugar and [at
are bad for their health. Find-
ing this, only some people drop
ealing sugar all together. But
others keep on buying cakes
sweets and other lood stuffl
thanks to the recent advance-
ments made by the food tech-
nalogisits who have been able to
make things sweet and creamy
without sugar. milk fat and
calories.

Product Use: The
Implications

Soine ol the most serious en-
viranmental impacts may oc-
cur during the actual use of the
product. This is particularly
true of products thal are con-
sumed and dissipated during
their use lor example CFC, sol-
vents, fossil luels and pesti-
cides. Environmental releases
from these dissipative products
can be much larger than those
from the associated industrial
processes,  These can be mini-
mized by better and greener de-
sign.

Then what are aspects of
cleaner design?

Energy requirements.. less

Receyelability...more

Longevity... longer

Design-weight.. . less

Toxicity,. less

Service lile...longer

Remanufacturing...possible

Cost...cheap

Performance...Same or bet-
ter

Manmufacture...cost effective

Safety,, . better

Consumer Appeal,.. positive

Manufacturers

meant to be used as an alterna-
tive e.g. Coke Cola against natu-
ral fruit juices.

Packaging: The
Bangladesh Scenario

If taken from design perspec-
live Lhe most efficient and the
simplest way to reduce munici-
pal waste (which is one of the
most pressing problem in
Dhaka at present) is to reduce
the weight ol packaging mate-
rial. Though in lots of countries
it was thought the best way to do
this is to replace cardboard or
paper packaging with plastic, in
recent times more and more
studies are showing that it may
not be the hest possible way — it

just moves waste generation

from one source to another.
Another option could be Lo use
bio-degradable packaging
material like Jute, as it does nol
have any negative envi-
ronmental impact.

In the future more and more
governments all across the
world (more so in Western Eu-
rope and North American) will
pul pressure on the producers to
make their products more recy-

clable. It has already happened

in Germany where government

regulation stipulators that a
certain percentage ol packaging

material must be sourced from
recyclable malerials.
(Implication for Garments
from
Banglacdesh- the packaging they
use for exporting to the Euro-

pean and the North American

might come under this regula-
tion in the future!)

The Time Might be
Running Out

In Bangladesh the corporate
sector need to work on building
cleaner products or start think-
ing on this line in their own
pace for more environmentally-
friendly products before it

becomes compulsory under any
regulation

What are the implica-

tioi.s for Bangladesh?
In the future consumers

will demand greener products.

Bangladesh need to be aware of

this to sustain or in some case
safeguard its export markel.
The industry most vulnerable

to these type of policy regula-
tions (coming from the import-
Ing countries) is leather indus-
tries, tinned food industry. etc.

Policies 1o encourage green
design should be Tflexible
enough Lo accommodate the
rapid pace of technological
change and the broad array of
design choices and trade-offs.

Eco-labeling could be come
mandatory in the future. [Eco-
labels are products that are
judged to be environmentally
preferred compared with alter-
natives products. Germany.
Canada, Japan, the Nordic
countries and the European
Community all have Eco-la-
helling schemes)

The government need to
give credible information for
consuiners abroad and at home
lo illustrate environmental
characteristics ol products that
could be promoted for differen-
tiate them from other products
and provide competitive edge.
In this respect Jute can be an
example.

The Cleaner Product

The flow of materials and
products through the world
economy has a critical influ-
ence on both economic growth
and the environment. These
flows are determined closely by
design decisions along with the
process. Therelore corporate
mangers as well as industrial
and government policy makers
need to make green product de-
sign an integral part ol strate-
gies to immprove competitiveness
and environmental quality.

Green product design offers a
new way of addressing envi-
ronmental problems. By reor-
ganizing pollution concerns as
product design challenges and
particularly by encouraging de-
signers to think more broadly
about products and its associ-
ated environmental problems
during and after ils consump-
tion, newer constraints are be-
ing identified in ways that
would not have been apparent
Irom a narrow focus on pollu-
tion &nd effluent being released
form Loe wasle streams alone.

The writer is working as a
Socio-economist with the Pro-
gramme Development Unit of
Intermediate Technology Group
— Bangladesh.

The Beginning: Green products bear hope

panies will he to consider the
impact on the environment of
their products all through their
lives, Thal means Lhinking ol
only about the extraction of raw
materials and the production
process, but also about the way
in which a produclt is packaged
and transported. That means
thinking about what will hap-

pen to the product when the

consumer no longer wants it!

Consumer: Lord of the
Market

How can the consumer influ-
ence product so that the action
reduces waste?

The consumer can do it by;

Buying products thal use less
raw material to serve their
function
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Composting.. possible

But one must also be carelul
ahout the effectiveness of tech-
nology in this respect. Technol-
ogy creates convenience no
doubt bul it can also increase
wasle! Look at all the packaging
waste of associated with any
food and other consumer goods.

For example., More and more
products are becoming smaller
and lighter-pocket calculators,
cellular phones ete thus moving
waste from one source to the
other, But lighter products are
often produced on the assump-
tion that if they break down
they will be replaced rather
than repaired, another example
of substitution of environmen-
tal resources for human labour.
Morcover many small products
are used in addition through
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Better Never
Than Late

Muhammad Najeeb reports, from
Islamabad, on how the use of old ships
1s hampering Pak-Bangla trade

HE use of old and outdated
ships on the Pakistan-

Bangladesh route is seri-
ously allecting trade between
Lthe twao eountries. exporters in
this country have complained,
Currently two ships loaded with
rice and jute are stranded in
Karachi and Chittagong ports
respectively due to engine trou-
ble, sources in the Communica-
ton Ministry said.

A ship called "A.A. Venture,”
loaded with 8,120 tonnes of rice
and machinery lor Bangladesh
which was scheduled to sail on
December 9, is still berthed off
KRarachi oen account of failure of
its generators. According to the
local ship agent. new generators
are being imported from
Brilain and the ship is expecled
to sail this week.

The exporter is, however,
worried about the delay in de-
livery of rice to the buyer in
Bangladesh who might send a
claim for breach of coentract,
The delivery is already late by
two months and the exporter is
nol sure whether (he consign-
ment would ever reach its des-
tination,

He has appealed to the Ex-
port Promotion Bureau (EPB] to
take up the matter with the
Ministry of Communications
and arrange for an efficient
shipping service between Pak-
istan and Bangladesh. The gov-
ernment should ask the Pak-
istan National Shipping Corpo-
ration (PNSC] to start a service
for Bangladesh to facilitate
trade, exportiers feel.

A ship called "Al Salamas,"
which belongs to Bangladesh's
Atlas Lines and is loaded with

2.000 tonnes of jute lor Pak-
istan. has been berthed off Chit-
tagong port for the lasi six
months lor want of engine re-
pitir, The ship had set sail for
Karachi. but having developed
engine trouble in the Indian
Ocean it returned to Chittagong.
The Pakistani importers have
been shuttling between Karachi
and Chittagong to salvage the
Cargo,

Under a shipping protocol
signed between the two coun-
tries in August 1978, only carri-
ers from the lwo countries are
allowed lo transport cargo be-
tween Lhem. Shipping lines
from third countries have to ob-
tain no-ohjection certificates
(NOCs) and vovage licences
[romm the country from where
the cargo originates.

The Pakistan Ship Agents'
Association [PSAA) has re-
ceived a number of complaints
fromn shippers who alleged that
the protocol was not only hin-

dering exports to Bangladesh
but leading to*widespread cor-
ruption in government depart-
ments dealing with shipping.

PSAA secretary Muﬁammad
A. Rajpar, in a letter to the
Communications Secretary,
said in recent years ships from
Pakistan and Bangladesh had
been unable to offer regular ser-
vices, especially for container-
ised cargo. While shipping lines
from third countries were will-
ing to [ill the gap. the NOC and
voyage licence procedures were
discouraging exporters as they
added to their costs unneces-
sarily. he said.

— Inelic: Abroad News Service

By Hanna-Barbera
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James Bond

TURTLE, PARROT.
SHELLS — [N ONE
DAY | ROUMD UP
THREE- QUARTERS
OF MY LIST/! .
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SHOULD SHOW

LAY

THOSE AWFUL
\ INCOME TAX
PEOPLE !

DEDUCTION IF HE
M\ REAL SCIENTIFIC
RESULTS /.

)it

NERVE TO SAY THEY
WOULDN'T ALLOW MILT'S

PIDN'T SHOW SOME

TREASURE, WHY DON'T
YOU KEEP YOUR FLIPPIN’
TRAP SHUT ABOUT MY

AFFAIRS ?

KNOW
WHAT YOU'VE
JUST GONE AND
DONE?... YOU'VE
JUST EARNED
YOURSELF A
LITTLE SESSION
WITH THE
CORRECTOR!/ \
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