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Int'l confce on transport

Modernisation of transport services
needed to overcome air pollution

Experts have called for mod-
ernisation of transport services
in the city to contain conges-
tion and environmental pollu-
tion caused by automobile
emissions, reports APB.

A number of studies con-
ducted over the past decade also
underscored the need for pro-
viding affordable transport to
the city residents, an interna-
tional conference was told yes-
terday.

The two-day conference on
"Bus transport in Bangladesh: a
rivate sector procurement and
Hnantjng initiative” has been
jointly organised by
Bangladesh Road Transport Au-
thority (BRTA). Ministry of
Communications, Bangladesh
Bank and the World Bank.

The conference will identify
key issues and constraints fac-
ing the transport operation in-
cluding regulatory, legal, finan-
cial and operational {ssues.

"Lack of coordinated and in-
tegrated planning for urban
transport services led to spo-
radic growth in the number of
personalised modes, which is
compromising the very eco-
nomic viability of the megac-
ity," M A M Ziauddin. Executive
Director of the newly set up
Greater Dhaka Transport
Planning and Coordination

Board (GDTPCB) said.

He said that over the past 20
years the city experienced a sig-
nificant growth in auto-rick-
shaws and cycle rickshaws
without any corresponding in-
crease in mass transport sys-
temn, particularly bus transport
services. |

The GDTPCB was estab-
lished recently for preparation
of overall transport plans and
‘pnlicies including plans for in-
rastructures, tratfic manage-
ment and clearance of trans-
porl related projects.

Ziauddin said the organisa-
tion has also been made re-
sponsible to oversee and coor-
dinate the implementation of
the US $230 million Dhaka Ur-
ban Transport Project, with
substantial assistance from the
World Bank.

The project envisages build-
ing of fly-overs, construction,
improvement and maintenance
of roads. improvement of inter-
sections, development of bus
routes and terminals, im-
provement of traffic signaling
and management, capacity
building, personnel training,
improvement of parking facili-
ties and development of non-
motorised transport route nei-
work,

Dhaka has an existing popu-
lation of 9 million. But it is ex-

pected to become the seventh
most populous city of the world
by the year 2015 when its popu-
lation is expected to reach about
16 millian.

Experts peinted out that ad-
equate investments in infras-
tructure and appropriate insti-
tutions will be needed to serve a
megacity of this size.

According to Dhaka Inte-
grated Transport Study, the es-
timated current demand for the
city is more than 5.000 buses
while there are only 1300 buses
is service.

Presenting the keynote pa-
per. A Quadir Chowdhury,
Managing Director of Phoenix
Leasing Company, obsérved
that slow-moving vehicles like
rickshaws, vans and hazardous
two-stroke vehicles like auto-
rickshaw and tempos emit poi-
sonous lead and other harmiful
substances and [umes which is
hazardous for the city-dwellers.

Inaugurating the conference
at a local hotel, Communica-
tions Minister Anwar Hossain
urged entrepreneurs to invest in
the country's transport sector.

The inaugural session was
addressed, among others, b
Finance Secretary Dr Akbar Ali
Khan, World Bank Country. Di-
rector Frederick T Temple and
BRTA Chairman A N Hussain.
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eath anniersary
of Bhola Mia today

The second death anniver-
sary of Al-Haj Reazuddin
Anmed (Bhola Mia), a freedom
fighter and eminent politician,
will be observed today. says a
press release,

Bhola Mia siarted his illus-
trious political career in the
then undivided India. He was
deeply involved in the indepen-
dence movement in 1971. He
served as a state minister under
the Bangabandhu government
and cabinet minister under the
governinent of late Ziaur Rah-
man. He also served as deputy
speaker ol the parlfament from
1988 to 1990.

Qurankhwani will be held at
his graveyard at Banani and a
milad meahfil will be held after
Asr prayers at 207, New DOHS.
Road # 10,

Speakers at a seminar say

Lack of coordination main
cause of traffic congestion

Speakers at a workshop yes-
terday said lack of coordina-
lion among different bodies is
the main cause behind the traf-
fic congestion in the capital, re-
ports LINB.

‘Dhaka Traffic Jam Preven-
tion Committee (DTPC)' organ-
ised the training workshop for
rickshaw and autorickshaw
workers at the Photojournal-
ists’ Associaiton office to find
out ways and means to ease the
unbearable traffic congestion
in the city. )

Speaking on the occasion DC
(Traffic) Moshtag Hossain
claimed that there was no traf-
fic jam in Dhaka City. He, how-
ever, lermed the present situa-
tion as a traflic pressure, which
has been created due to absence
of coordination among differ-
ent bodies like DESA, DCC, T&T
and WASA.

He said that traffic jam is a
usual phenomenon in Washing-
ton, London, Bangkok and
other big cities across the world
but the authorities there have
taken allernate measures 1o
ease lhe sifuation. But, here we
are yel Lo take any effective step
to solve problem; he said.

He said every day nearly one
hundred vehicles are pouring
into the city roads after getting
licences from BRTA. The num-
ber of vehicles has been in-
creasing unabatedly but city
roads remain the same.

DC (Traffic) Abdul Jalil said
obeying of traffic rules by the
citizens would solve much of
the problem.

DTPC leaders identified
seven causes, which are re-
sponsible for traffic jams in the
city. These are: occupying of
city roads by hawkers, un-
planned digging of roads hy var-
ious agencies, keeping construc-
tion materials on the roads,
disorganised parking of vehi-
cles, plying of vehicles beyond
the city road capacity, lack of
required number of traffic per-
sonnel, negligence of duties by
the traffic personnel, and stop-
page of buses and minibuses at
every turning point for loading
and unloading of passengers.

They urged the authorities
concerned to take necessary
measures to solve these prob-
lems for smooth plying of ve-
hicles on the roads and freeing
the city dwellers from suffocat-
ing traffic congestion.

They also demanded is-
suance of licences for all rick-
shaws and rickshawpullers.
They said rickshaws and auto-
rickshaws are not alone re-
sponsible for causing traffic
jam in the city roads as elaimed
by many quarters,

Presided over by DTCP con-
vencr Shukkur Ahmed the
workshop wds addressed.
among others, by Babu Ramesh
Chandra, Md Shah Alam
Chowdhury and Insur Ali,

Death anniversary of
Asafuddowla today
By Staff Correspondent

The 16th death anniversary
of former executive editor and
news editor of The Daily lttefag
Asafuddowla Reza will be ob-
served today.

A reputed radio and televi-
sion broadcaster, Reza was also
involved with different social
and charity organisations,

Various organisations have
chalked oul programmes to ob-
serve Reza's death anniversary.
A milad mahfil will be held at

his 267 /2, East Rampura Police -

Camp Road residence after Ma-
grib  prayers today. Another
milad will be held at his 42,
North Kamalapur Bazar Road
residence after Asr prayers.

A memorial meeting and mi-
lad will be held at the Motijheel
Colony Night School teday.

Milad mahfil and Quran-
ichwani will also be held at his
graveyard i Chandaikona
under Bogra.

A discussion will also be
held in Sherpur of Bogra in ob-
servance of Reza's death an-
niversary.

Obituary

Musammat Paribanu, mo-
ther of Sharifuddin Chowdhury
Moti, general secretary of the
Ward 59 of the city committee of
the Awami League, died in the
city yesterday. She was 86,
reports BSS,

Wife of late Halez Musa,
former president of the city
Awami League, Mrs Paribanu
left behind two sons and six
daughters.

The namaz-e-janaza of
Paribanu will be held today and
she will be buried at her family
graveyard.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, in a message, condoled
the death of Paribanu and
prayed for the peace of the de
parted soul.

Qulkhwani

The qulkhivani of Mof-
lassera Begum. wife of Mo-
hammad Waliullah, a retired
election officer, will be held af-
ler Asr prayers at the deceased's
Shamoly residence, family
sources said, reports BSS. ‘

A milad mahfil has been ar-
ranged on this occasion.

Molfassera Begum died in
the city on Friday at a clinic af-
ter renal failure.

Relatives, friends and well-
wishers have been requested to
attend the qul and milad at
House No 16-C. Road No 2.
Shamoly.
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Artist Shafiuddin Ahmed yesterda

fa T

¥ inaugurated the 11-

day long solo exhibition of painter Mahmudul Haq at the
Shilpangon gallery. Poet Shamsur Rahman was the special

guest on the occasion.

JCD mourning.
procession
In city
By DU Correspondent

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCDJ, the student wing of oppo-
sition BNP, brought out a
mouning procession in the city
yesterday to protest the killing
of Sajal Chowdhury, Mamun
and Yusuf during the country-
wide 60-hour hartal.

The procession started from
the Dhaka Universily campus
in the morning and concluded
in front of National Press Club
after parading different city
streets.

JCD also organised a protest
rally in front of the Press Club
which was addressed, among
others, bv its president Hahih-
ui-Nabi Sohel and leaders —
Munsi Mazlul Basit Anjum,
Hasan Jakir Tuhin, A B M
Mosharraf Hossain. Mostafizul
[slain Mamun and Harun-or-
Rasheed.

BCL observes
death anniversary
of Basunia

Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) yesterday observed the
14th death anniversary of sha-
heed student leader Raufun Ba-
sunia in a befitting manner, re-
ports BSS,

Police killed Basunia on this
day of 1985 when he was partic-
Ipating in an anti-autocracy
agitation against General Er-
shad,

Leaders of the BCL central
executive committee in the
morning placed wreaths at the
bust of shaheed Basunia con-

' structed near Mohsin Hall of

Dhaka University. They ob-
served one-minute silence in
front of the bust.

Later, addressing a rally on
the campus in observance the
day, the BCL president Bahadur

Bapary said, "the autocratic’

force became united now with
the vote dacoits and rajakars to
destroy the national economy
and positive trend of our poli-
tics.”
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mperature may fall

Weather is likely to rernain dry across the country in the next
24 hours till 6 pm today, reports APB.
Night temperature may remain nearly unchanged during the

Perio

over the country, Met Office forecast.

Country’s lowest temperature 13.0 degrees Celsius was recorded
yesterday at Srimangal and the highest 33.7 degrees at Teknaf,
The sun sets today at 5:53 pm and rises on Monday at 6:32 am,

Maximum and minimum tem

peratures and hurnidity recorded

in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City /Town

Min

Dhaka 19.0
Chittagong 18.8
Rajshahi 15.7
Khulna 15.4
Barisal 14.8
Sylhet 16.6

| Cox's Bazar 20.4

Temperature
in Celsius

Humidity in

percentage

Max Morning Evening
31.5 64 62
31.2 71 54
31.0 71 62
31.0 76 a2
30.5 81 70
33.5 63 62
32.5 65 60

killed in the 60-hour hartal.
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hartal yesterday in the city.

Jatiya Party brought out a mournin

A Jamaat-e-Islami, Bangladesh procession mourning the deaths of those killed in the
— Star photo
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g procession in the city yesterday for those who were
—Star photo
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Nasim says in Khulna

Rupsha Bridge Project to
be implemented soon

KHULNA, Feb 13: Post,
Telecommunications, Housing
and Works Minister Moham-
mad Nasim said here today that
the Rupsha Bridge Project
would be imtpiemented during
the period of the present EOV-
ernment, reports BSS.

The minister was speaking
at a function held in connection
with the opening of the KDA
Outer Bypass Road constructed
by the Khulna Development Au-
thority (KDA) today.

Presided over by the Presi-
dent of Khulna City Awami
League advocate Monzurul
Imam, the inaugural function
was also addressed, among oth-
ers. by Shaikh Nurul Hug MP,
President of Khulna district
Awami League and former whi
of Jatiyo Sangshad Shaik
Harunor Rashid and Chairman
of KDA Brigadier Monzurul
Alam.,

Referring to the present po-
litical situation. the minister

said that the present govern-
ment would hold parliamen-
lary polls in the country after
handing over power to the
caretaker government within
the scheduled time. He also said
that people would decide
through election who would
remain in power which can not
be changed by agitation or any
foul means.

The minister called upon the
people of Khulna to extend their
cooperation to the Khulna De-
velopment Authority in beauti-
fying Khulna by bringing about
necessary development.

Later, the minister reviewed
the progress of work of various
project of KDA.

Later. the minister visited
Khulna and Khalishpur tele-
phone exchange, office of post
master general and a cable fac-
tory at Shiromoni. During his
visit the minister was accom-

panied by the Awami League
leaders,
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(CPB) led by its n
executive committee paraded the main thoroughfares of the city yesterday.

ICMAB denies

I_‘ep()]"t
By DU Correspondent

The ICMAB has denied alle-
gations raised in Daily Star re-
port on "Misuse ol fund led to
the stalemate at ICMAB" pub-
lished on Tuesday last.

The Institute said in a re-
joinder that the story was
"baseless. motivated and done
with a mala fide intention of
tarnishing the linage of the in-
stitute”

At present there is ng
slaiemadte as the institute is
ow funclioning peacefuily
Based on an understanding be-
tween management and agitat-
ing students, the latter have
called off their programme
much earlier,” it added.

‘It was mentioned in the re-
port that Tk 12 lacs was spent
iistead of Tk 3 lacs by sending a
ten-member delegation to
SAFA seminar in Sri Lanka in
place of a three member team,
The information is not correct
as lhe instiiute sent only three
mernber teamn — not to speak of
spending Tk 12 lacs.” the re-

joinder added,

It also added that the insti-
tute spent all the money pro-
vided by the government as per
the plans and procedures,

Our reply: The report was
based on the documents ob-
lained by The Daily Star and
annual report of the institute. It
was proved the ICMAB misused
funds and raised tuition lees as
the students had agitated for
more than one month high-
lighting these two major alle-
gations. :

SASTAC meet
begins in city

A two-day meeting of the
South Asia Technical Advisory
Committee [SASTAC) of the Re-
gional Water Partnership, un-
der the Global Water Partner-
ship (GWP) began in the city on
Saturday, says a press release.

The mission of GWP is to
support countries in lhe sus-
tainable management of their
water resources. GWP has a
major long-term task in work-
ing with the organisations and
institutions active in the water
and other related seclors like
agriculture, industry, eco-sys-
tem, waler supply. sanitation
and energy.

The SASTAC meeting was
presided over by its chairman
Dr M A Chitale. Jacques Rey
[rom Global Water Partnership
Secretariat, Stockholim was
also present in the meeting.
Other members from SASTAC
who participated in the meeting
were Prof B Bhadra, Nepal, Prof
D B Gupta. India, Nanda Abey-
wickrema, Sri Lanka, Iswor
Omnta. Nepal, Dr Ramesh Bhatia,
India and Quamrul Islam Sid-
dique, Chairman. Bangladesh
Water Partnership {(BWP).
Khalid Mohtadullah, member
SASTAC and Executive Secre-
tary designate of the Global
Water Partnership also at-
tended the meeting.

Member 5Secretary aof
Bangladesh Water Partnership
Mr Tauhidual Anowar Khan
and other leading national wa-
ter experts were also present.

BNP holds

milad today

By Staff Correspondent

A milad mahfil will be held
4l BNP central office at Naya
Paltan after the Zohr prayers
loday to pray for the salvation
of the party activists, who were
killed during the 60-hour har-
tal which ended on Thu rsday.

BNP and its front organisa-
tions' activists Sajal Chowd-
hury, Mamum and Yusuf were
killed in clashes during the
hartal hour.

BNP will also distribute food
among destitutes on the ocea-
51071},

ORCA holds
blood donation

programimne

By Staff Correspondent

Old Rajshahi Cadets Associ-
ation (ORCA) arranged a blood
donation programme and a cul-
tural programme at the Plan-
ning and Development
Academy in the city yesterday
to mark its 33rd founding an-
niversary.

This was the 73rd blood do-
nation programme of ORCA af-
ler its inception in 1966.

The programme was fol-
lowed by recallection of mem-
oirs by tKE cadets.

Valentine's Day

special at Sheraton

Dhaka Sheraton Hotel has
taken measures to observe the
Valentine's Day in a befitting
IMAanner, says a press release.

The hotel will serve a ro-
mantic buffet lunch and buffet
dinner today with hearty sur-
prises at the Bithika Restau-
rant. Female guests will be wel-
comed with roses.

At the Vintage Restaurant, a
romantic Valentine's Day Set
Dinner menu will be featured
while guests will be welcomed
with a glass of complimentary
wine.

—Star photo

Entente of rightist
parties won'’t bring
any result: CPB

General secrelary of” Com-
munist Party of Bangladesh
(CPB) Comrade Mujahedul Is-
lam Selim yesterday under-
scored the need lor creating an
alternative left democratic
trend in politics for resisting
the entente of the rightist par-
ties in the country, reports BSS.

"The recent entente of the
rightist parties would not bring
ally positive resuit for the coun-
try. On the other hand. it would
push the country towards
backwardness,” he said point-
ing his finger to the recent al-
liance of BNP, Jatiya Party and
Jamaat-e-Islami,

Selimm was addressing as the
chief guest the 6th council of the
city unit of the CPB at the Pal-
tan maidan in the city. Selim
urged all to expedite the Com-
munist movement across the
country for economic emanci-
pation.

Chaired by former city unit
president of the party Morshed
Ali. the council was addressed.
among others, by CPB leaders
Abdul Malek, Afsab Hossain
Asu, Sarder Ruhin Hossain
Prince and Abdullah Kafee
Ratan. -

A 12-member city unit
commitiee of the party was
formed with Afsab Hossain Asu
and Sarder Ruhin Hossain
Prince as its president and gen-
eral secretary respectively.

Comrade Selim said the
Communist movement across
the world has been getting mo-
mentum due to the bad effects of
the capitalism.

He called upon all the pro-
Eressive forces in the country to
uild a strong resistance
against the anti-liberation
forces under the ‘Red Flag, the
symbol of Communist Party, to
uphold the spirit of the coun-
try's Liberation War.

Later, a colourful procession
was brought out from the rally
venue, which paraded different
city streets. Central leaders of
the party led the rally.

A two-day meeting of the South Asia

Call to free local govt system |
from bureaucracy

KURIGRAM, Feb 13: Speak-
ers at a rally of '"Trinomul
Janasangathan' here today
called for freedom of local gov-
ernment system from the con-
trol of bureaucracy, reports
BSS.

Removal of poverty and em-
gnwennent of people are possi-

le only through development
and democracy imbued with the
spirit of the War of Liberation,
they observed.

Addressing the huge gather-
ing of poor men and women, the
ADAB chairperson and presi-
dent of Proshika Manobik Un-
nyan Kendro Dr. Kazi Farug

med said the nation, which
earmed independence through a
war, is yet to attain social and
economic emancipation.

Referring to the presence of a
huge number of people at the
ADAB organised rally, Dr
Faruq said the people are now
getling organised to fight
poverty. social injustice and
disparity, the present struggle
would be against those who ex-
ploit and repress people in the
name of religion:, he said.

FPresided over by eentral
committee member of the Tri-
nomul Janasangathan and em-
inent freedom fighter Abdul
Mannan, the rally was ad-
dressed, among others, by poet
Syed Shamsul Huq, Zila Awami
League President advocated
Nazir Hossain Sarkar, General
Secretary of District Bar Asso-
clation and Gono Forum dis-

irict President Advocate
Emanul Hugq Chowdhury
(Chand), President of Zila

Communist Party Nurunnabi
Babu and local press club presi-
dent Chanalal.

The rally was also addressed
by treasurer of ADAB central
cominittee Abdul Matin, ADAB
director Shamsul Huda, direc-
tor of Jibika Manik Chowdhury
and director of Samata Abdul
Kader,

Earlier addressing the rally
as the special guest poet Syed
Shamsul Hugq, who hails from
the area, said he felt proud to
see the people of Kurigram ris-
ing to fight poverty, exploita-
tion an¥ injustice.

—ebh,
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Technical Advisory

Committee (SASTAC) of the Regional Water Partnership
began in the city yesterday. Sitting from left Quamrul
Islam Siddique, Chairman, Bangladesh Water Partnership,
Dr M A Chitale, Chairman, SASTAC and Khalid
Mohtadullah, Executive Secretary designate, GWP.

Commentary

From page 1

been taken a prisoner, which is
literally what happened here.
And vet he was shot, in cold
bloed, in an open place under
the bright light of an 11.30
morning winter sun with clear
blue sky. There were people
scattered all over including po-
lice at a distance who saw the
whele thing. Other members of
the anti-hartal convoy, of
which this killer was part. were
close at hand.

According to us Sajal was
executed. Unfortunately none of
our photojournalists were able
to capture it in their cameras.
But let us assure the ruling
party that a powerful 'photo'
has been etched in our mind
and heart with all the attendant
emotion that it can. and will,
generate if these brutal exeecu:
tioners are not caught and pun-
ished.

Who were these Killers? Al-
most all newspapers identified
these people as alighting from
the anti-hartal motorcade led
by the local MP Alhaj Maqbul
Hossain that suddenly appeared
on the scene. This newspaper,
on the basis of several eyewit-
nesses gave a detailed deserip-
tion of what happened that
leaves no doubt as to the iden-
tity of the group that the as-
sailants belonged to. The ques-
tion is what are the authorities
doing about it? Till the writing
of this comment we are not
aware of any move by the gov-
ernment to catch Sajal's
killers. Does it mean because
Sai‘al belonged to BNP that his
killers are not to be pursued?
We think the Home Minister
has some real answering to do
in the court of the PUBLIC.

Can the ruling party avoid
taking moral responsibility [or
Sajal’'s death? Can the AL lead-
ership, in clear conscience, say
that it feels in no way connected
with what members of an AL
MP led motorcade did? Can any
ruling party leader say, with a
hand on his or her heart, that
the country can be benefited by
their ‘activists' imposing anti-
hartal programme even by
killing the opponents if neces-
sary. Shouldn't the minimum
of moral teaching make them
speak out against the way Sajal
was killed?

The second death we want to
talk about todav is of Mo-
hammed Ali, a rickshaw ped-
dler on an old Dhaka street
called Pyari Das Lane, The in-
cldent occurred on the 26th of
January, the day of BNP's har-
tal to prevent the submission of
nomination papers for the
municipal polls. A group of pro-
hartal BNP picket stopped Mo-
hammed All's rickshaw, forced
the passengers down and then
set fire to the rickshaw. Then
quite unbelievably, these pick-
ets attacked ané‘l', pinned the
rickshaw peddler to the ground
and after dousing him with
kerosene, set his body on fire.
Immediately fire engulfed his
whole body and burnt him all
over. After eight days of fight-
ing for life, Mohammed Ali died
on February 3. He left behind
his wife, only son and two sis-
ters of marriageable age.

What perverted sense of Eo
litical activism propelled thi
murderous outburst? Whal
made these pickets think that
they have a right to kill a man?
What sort of political ideology
have they been taught that in-
clude burning to death an inno-
cent and poor citizen of this
country. What was Mohammed
Ali's crime for which he has
been 'executed'? He is among the
lakhs of rickshaw peddlers who
eke out a meagre existence from
daylong arduous labour of rick-

shaw peddling.

Can the BNP and its leaders
avoid the moral responsibility
of Mohammed Ali's death? Can
they, in clear conscience, say
that they have nothing to do
with this or the other deaths
that have been caused by their
activists? Can they, with a
hand over their heart say that
the country can really benefit
by their ‘activisis' enforcing
hartal even by Killing people
who dare to 'disohey' them?
Shouldn't the minimum of
moral teaching make them
speak out against how Mo-
hammed Ali was burnt to

“death?

As in the case ol Sajal, the
burning of Mohammed Ali was
deliberate and carried out in
cold blood, In both cases it were
Lhe political activists of the two
major parties, so very 'dedi-
cated 10 promoting democracy’,
who committed these crimes.
They did whatever they did, in
the name of carrying out party
Jregramimes — one of imposing
I::arta]. and the other of setting
up "hartal free areas.”

When deaths like the above
occur our leaders' grief seem re-
served only for their party men.
Just because they belong to the
other side. are they not human
beings deserving the same com-
passion and consolation as
their own supporters? Khaleda
Zia visits Sajal’'s house but does
not spare a moment for Mo-
hammed Ali. Sheikh Hasina
has no time for Mohammad Al-
i's and Sajal's grieving {amilies.
The Home Minister went to see
the poor rickshaw peddler and
promised his family the moon.
The poor fellow died unnoticed,
Looking back at similar inci-
dents in the past and we will
discover the selective and cyni-
cal nature of expression of grief
by our leaders. If the identity of
the dead is unclear, and as long
as there is a chance to claim the
dead as your own, only then
there is miipouring of 'grief
from both sides for the same
person. Grief must bear part
colours. Genuine human feel-
ings have taken flight in our
country.

Surely these two 'executions’
must wake up our two leaders.
Surely they cannot desire this
type of politics. Surely they
must e horrified, as we are, as
to how politics is being reduced
to mob murder and Mafia style
executions. Surely they must

understand that once the genie

of criminalisation of politics is

let out of the bottle it will be
many many deaths before it can
be put back again. Surely )
have their own children a. . as
mothers they can feel how the
death of Sajal and Mohammed
Ali have devastated their fami-
lies. Who better than they
should understand the tragedy
of Sajal's mother and Mo-
hammed Ali 's wife?

We want to end this sad piece
with an appeal to both leaders.
Please realise that the killers
that you let loose on your oppo-
nent will make your own people
their targets when the tables
will be turned. How quickly you
both condemn the violence of
the other side, and how im-
morally you remain silent
about your own. You both have
a historic chance to change
positively the destiny of our
teeming millions. Can you both
not rise upto the occasion? This
country has given you both the
highest honour and dignity that
it can. What do we need to do to
make you realise your moral
and ethical obligation to this
nation? Both your parties have
strong public support. Let the
public be your strength and not
the goons.



