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US plans to join NATO péacekeeging force

Deep divisions remain in Kosovo talks

RAMBOUILLET (France), Feb
13: After nearly a week of in-
tense negotiations on Kosovo,
deep divisions persist between
the Serbs and ethnic Albanians
on almost all important issues,
international mediators say,
reports AP.

US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright was to ar-
rive Saturday at the l4th-cen-
tury chateau where the talks are
being held to assess whether
enough progress has been made
o extend negotiations into a
second week. said chief media-
tor. US envoy Christopher Hill.

Albright was expected in
Paris on Saturday and was to
visit the talks in Rambouillet,
about 50 kilometers from Paris,
on Sunday. before flying on to
join US President Bill Clinton
in Mexico.

Clinton planned to an-
nounce Saturday that the
United States is prepared to
contribute ground troops to a
NATQ peacekeeping force if a
political settlement is reached,
a senior administration offi-
cial said Friday night. speaking
on condition of anonymity.

Hill described the six days of
negotiations so far between the
Serbs and ethnic Albanians as
"a very difficult process.”

‘We are going to have to
make a lot of progress in the
days ahead." he said.

The rival sides have spent a
week plowing through an in-
terim peace plan proposed by
the United States and five Eu-
ropean countries, the so-called
Contact Group trying to broker
a peace in the southern Serbian
province.

So far, however, not a single
line has been agreed upon. The
Serbs are still demanding that
both sides sign a set of basic
principles that guarantees Yu-
goslavia's territorial integrity
and the Albanians want assur-
ances they will have a referen-
dum on independence after in
initial three-year period.

France said on Friday that
foreipn ministers of the six-na-
tion contact group would meet
in Paris on Sunday to assess the
talks so far, they are expected to

* extend them by a week

The contact group — the
Uniled States. Russia, France,

Britain, Germany and Italy —
wanls to impose a peace deal al-
lowing wide autonomy for
Kosovo, but -the Serbian side
has insisted on conditions the
ethnic Albanians find unac-
ceptable.

Serbia has kept up a drum-
beal of defiant declarations
blaming NATO, the West and
the ethnic Albanians for the de-
lay in starting real negotia-
tions.

US State Department
spokesman Jamie Rubin said,

bright would try to get an "on-

the-ground assessment of the
status of the negotiations.”
meeting with all of the negotial-
ing parties and her fellow for-
eign ministers.

Hill and the other two medi-
alors.  Austrian Wollgang
Pelritsch who represents the

Europcan Union and Beris
Mayorsky ol Russia, said deep

divisions on almost all impor-
tant issues remained.

Serbian President Milan Mi-
lutinovic, who visited the Ser-
bian delegation, accused the
mediators Friday of preventing
the two delegations from meet-

ing tace-to-face despite repeated
Serb demands for cﬁrect talks,

"So far, for six days already,
there has not been a single
meeting between the two dele-
gations because the representa-
tives of the international com-
munity do not allow it,” he said.
"It's quite natural then to ask
what was the purpose of coming
to Rambouillet in the first
place."

Asked for a comment,
Petritsch said: "They live in the
same castle and they can talk to
cach other whenever they
want."

Despite his complaints, Mi-
lutinovic said the Serbs were
'not 1'&&::1%" to walk out.

But he also said Serbia
would not allow foreign troops
in Kosovo,

The ethnic Albanians have
called for NATO guarantees of
any eventual interim settle-
ment.

Both sides were forced to the
table by the threat of NATO
airstrikes against Serbia and
other measures against the eth-
nic Albanians.

MQM man 'reveals' plan to divide Pakistan

Syed Talat Hussain

ISLAMABAD, Feb 13: A
member of the Muttihida
Quami Movement (MQM), party
of Urdu-speakers based in Ur-
ban Sindh, claimed that his
party had planned to divide
Pakistan into mine parts, in-
cluding one as a homeland for
the Urdu-speaking population.

The contession irom the
MQM member, Shakil Ahmad
Kampoori, came at a press con-
ference which was arranged by
the Central Intelligence Agenc
of Pakistan. He was arreste
from Islamabad, capital city of
Pakistan, last month and is
wanted in 60 cases of heinous
nature.
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Russia carried out a first successful test of its new 5400 anti-
missile batteries on Friday, Interfax news agency reported. AFP

The ground-to-air battery was fired in the presence of De-
tence Minister lgor Sergeyev and hit its target. Once all the tests
are completed, the new anti-missile system will be able to inter-
cept in llight "all currently existing means of aerial attack” in a
radius ol 300 to 400 kilometres. according to a senior military

Algeria goes to polls Ap
a's presidential elections are ‘scheduled to take place on April
15. the country's president, Liamine Zeroual, announced Fri-

eral electoral districts to help

The accused said that ac-
cording to the plan by year 2000
Pakistan was to be divided into
nine reginnﬁ. ending the present
state of the federation organ-
ised under one flag. Among the
nine new states carved cut of
the body of Pakistan. one was to
be Mohajiristan, literally, a
home for those who migrated
from India to Pakistan during
partition.

According to the accused,
who is a sclence graduate and a
member of the powerful Organ-
ising Committee of the MQM,
Allal Hussain, who is currently

in the UK, was to be the head of -

stem:

I'.i]. ].5: Algeri-

Zeroual, who announced in September that he was cutting
short his mandate and would not seek re-election, made the an-
nouncement during a brief televised speech.

Avalanches claim 5 more in France:

Five more people died in avalanches in the French Alps on Fri-
the toll of snowslides to 18 in a week following

the new state which would in-
clude Karachi. Pakistan's only
port city and the heart of its
economy, Hayderabad, an ad-
joining city heavily populated
y Urdu-speakers, and Mirpur
Khas. He said that initially the
state was named as Jinnahpur,
ironically after the name of
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah, who founded Pakistan
in 1947. He said that then the
intelligence agencies got wind
of the Jinnahpur plan and then
the party leadership decided Lo
rename the state Mohajirstan.

This is not the first time that
the MOQM has been associated

with conspiracies to divide the
country. Under the previous
governimnent of Benazir Bhulto
a plan aj]egfedg' hatched by the
MQOM top leadership to turn
Karachi into a free port city was
discovered and was partly the
reason for which an operation
clean up began against party
members.

~ Nearly 150 were killed in
that Operation and thousands
were arrested. Even now the
MQM is accused by the Nawaz
Sharif government of running
lerrorist cells in the city, and
its leader, Altaf Hussain, is
wanted in many murder cases.

Tuesday's disaster in the Mont Blanc region, Gendarmes said,

They said three people were killed in Les Arcs and two in Val
d Isere. All had ignored repeated warnings from authorities to
stick to marked runs because of the high risk of avalanches af-
ter the heaviest snowfall in decades.

olls in November likelv: me rut

ing Nafronal Party in New Zealand said Saturday it was plan-
ning for a November election, and that it may not contest sev-
potential coalition partners, AP

al a joint press con-

ference with Prime Minister Jenny Shipley, laid out National's
programnme for the rest of the year. "We are planning and

preparing lor a November election,” he said.

Bihar Governor
takes charge
of state

PATNA. Feb 13: After last
night's dismissal of Rabri Devi
government, Bihar Governor
Sunder Singh Bhandari today
formally assumed reins of the
state, reports PTL

Bhandari was received at the
state secrelariat by newly ap-
pointed chief secretary Vijay
Shanker Dubey, director gen-
eral of Police TP Sinha and a
hosl o senior officials.

He later held talks with top
otficers on the prevailing law
and order siluation, particu-
larly the recent spurt in extrem-
ist-related violence and gave di-
rections to deal with them with
a firm hand.

The Governor also held de-
talled discussions on massive
reshuffle in the administration
iri the aftermath of imposition
of President's rule,

Image of grieving woman
in Kosovo wins award

AMSTERDAM ([Netherlan-
ds). Feb 13: A black-and-white
Image of griel. compassion and
anger among mourners at the
funeral of a Kosovo rebel
commander was named the
World Press Photo of the Year
for 1998 on Friday. reports AP.

The picture by Washinglon
Post pholographer Davia
Smith shows a bedraggled
wornarn, her face cradled in the
hand of a man standing next Lo
her., Behind the woman. two
more mourners at the funeral
in the Hosovo village of Izbica
are looking at her. one appear-
ing concerned, the other angry.

'The scene itself was just
overwhelming." Smith said in
Washington. "l knew when it
wils happening that it was a
very dynamic moment, and not
one were privileged to see too
often, especially in the West."

Smith spent two weeks in
Kosovo in Oclober and Noven-
ber covering the conlilict he-
lweent ethniic Albanians and
Serb securily forces in the Ser-
bian province.

She called the award, which
also carries a dlrs 7.500 cash
prize. the most prestigious she
nad received in her 20-year ca-
reer. 'I'm ecstatic," Smith
added, Her photo was one of a
series she ook at the funeral
and was not used in her news-

paper.

Prize-winning photos in 19
cillegories were chosen from
36.836 photograplis suibmitted
by nearly 4 000 photographers
from 116 countries.

The annual contest is spon-
sored by the nonprofit World
Press Foundation based in Am-
sterda,

Eval Warshavsky of The As-
sociated Press won first prize in
the Spot News Stories category
lor his image ol Palestinian
protesters stoning a 19-year-old
israeh soldier alter ambushing
his rar in Ramallah, Second
place went to James Nachiwey
ol Magnum Photos for his
‘Jakarta Riots. May," shot for
Time magazine.

Kim Jae-Young ol the South
Horean Yonhap News Agency
won first place in the Spot News
Singles category for "Riot Police
Fall Down from a Crane.” San-
tiaga Lyon of the AP, winner of
the 1997 Spot News Stories,
won second place in the cate-
gory for his photo of the shoot-
ing of a man waving a Pales-
tinian flag in Bethlehem.

Sports lllustrated photogra-
pher Simon Bruty won the
Sports Singles category for his
image of French goalkeeper
Fabien Barthez acrobatically
leaping over Brazilian star
Ronaldo in the July 12 soccer
World Cup final in Paris.

The rise and fall of Rabri Devi

PATNA. Feb 13: From rais-
ing nine children in the safe
contines of her house to the hot
seat of powerlul chief minister
of the second most populous
state. Rabri Devi's rise was as
meteoric as her fall was sudden,
reports PTI.

Leave alone the people of the
state, not even the MLAs of
Laloo Frasad Yadav's all-pow-
erflul RID had any inkling of
whalt lay in store from them
when they were summarily
surnimoned to 1, Anne Marg res-
idence of the Chief Minister on
July 25, 1997,

As Yadav facing an arrest
warrant by the special CBI court
inn the fodder scam installed his
wife — a quiet and diminutive —
Rabri Devi as new leader of the
RJD legislature party, the polit-
ical landscape of the wvolatile
state underwent a drastic
change almost overnight,

"Rabri Devi zindabad",
shouted the RJD activists as the
hitherto-little known better
hall of the effervescent Laloo
had become his better half, lit-
erally.

"Abhi thoda ghabrati hai ...
do din mein tanatan bolne
lagedi’ (she is a little shy al pre-
sent ... within two days she
would be okay], was Laloo's re-
mark as he jocularly chided
RJD supporters for having for-
golten him and shouting slo-
gans in supporl of Rabri.

The initial hesitation and
coyness quite evident at her
maiden public appearance on
August 9. 1997 al Ranchi to
mark the third anniversary of
creation of the Jharkhand area
aulonomous council disap-
peared in months,
~ When at a public meeting in
Patna Rabri threatened to
break the leg of an 'inconve-

nient’ governor Sunder Singh
Bhandari, . her supporters
claimed "she has come ol age” as
detractors dubbed her ouiburst
as "transgression ol constitu-
tion an undermining of consti-
tutional authority.”

Her nearly” 19-month-old
governmen!, which survived
one central recommendation
for President’s rule on grounds
of collapse of law and order.
could not survive the second in
the wake ol killing of 11 dalits
at Narayvanpur in Jehanabad
within the span of a fortnight of
slaying of 22 perspns at
Shankerbigha in the same dis-
trict.

During her rule which came
to an abrupt end following the
Narayvanpur outrage, was
marked by 383 incidents ol ex-
tremist-related vielence which
-l::ﬂicially claimed at least 219

ives.

Iraq rejects '
UN proposal
on pilgrimage

UNITED NATIONS. Feb 13:
For the second year. Baghdad
has rejected a JN proposal to
allow thousands of Iraqis to
make the annual pilgrimage to
Muslim holy sites In Saudi
Arabia, diplomats said Friday,
reports AP, .

The UN Iraq Sanctions
Committee had proposed dis-
bursing 44 million dollars from
Iraq's oil sales — dlirs 2,000 for
each of the 22,000 Iraqis hoping
to take part in this year's pil-
grimage — either in traveller's
checks or vouchers through a
third-party.

But in a letter to the commit-
tee, the Iragi government re-
jected the proposal and reiter-
aled its call to have the money
sent directly to the central
bank, said a spokesman for the
Netherlands' UN Mission,
which chairs the committee.

The Sanctions Committee
insists that sending money di-
rectly to the Iraqgi central bank
violates UN economic sanc-
tions imposed after Baghdad's
1980 invasion of Kuwait,

Last year, Iraq made the
same demand which was re-
jected by the committee — so
only Iraqis who could pay for
themselves were able to make
the pilgrimage, or Haijj.

With this year's Hajj set to
take place around the third

week of March, there is little
time remaining to find a solu-

tion.

“I'ne Sanctions Committee
is looking al other ways of
making it possible,” the Nether-
lands spokesman said. speak-
ing on condition of anonymity.
This discussion is not closed
yet. We're trying our best to {ind
a solution because the Hajj is
important.”

The Sanctions Committee
monitors the UN oil-for-food
programme, which allows Iraqg
to export limited amounts of oil
— 5.2 billion over six months —
to buy humanitarian goods for
the Iragi people. Its proposal
would use money from the pro-
gramime to fund the pilgrimage.

S of a family

burnt alive

HYDERABAD, Feb 13: In a
gruesome incident, five mem-
bers of a family were burnt
alive for allegedly practising
sorcery and witcheraft on resi-
dents of Dharamaram village
in Nizamabad
Andhra Pradesh yesterday, re-
ports PTI.

Police said Saengham Pedda
Pochaiah, 40, and his wife
Sayamma, mother Pochava, 65,
and two sons Booimaiah, 10,
and Naveen. 12, were burnt to
death when a 40-member group.
armed with weapons, barged
into the house and set ablaze
the bedreom in which they were
sleeping. _

However, Pochaiah's father
Lamaiah managed to escape
without any harm, police sajJ.

The assailants were locals,
police said adding that tension
prevailed in the village follow-
ing the incident.

President's rule
in Bihar for
seventh tume

PATNA, Feb 13: In 47 years
of its parliamentary history.
Bihar has been brought under
President's rule for the seventh
titne yesterday, but never before
on the ground of breakdown of
law and order, reports FTI.

Central rule was imposed for
the first time on June 29, 1968
when Bhola Paswan Shastri
was the chief minister. Shastri
had the dubious distinction of
being the lone chief minister to
have been dismissed thrice, al-
ways because his government
was reduced to a minority arid
nobody was willing to form the
goverrnment.

Central rule was imposed
again during his regime on July
4, 1969 and January 9 1972.

Bihar came under Presiden-
t's rule yet again on April 30,
1977 when Jagannath
Mishara's government, in
power during turbulent emer-
gency years, was dismissed af-
ter Janata Party government of
Morarji Desai assumed power
at the centre.

When the Congress, led by
Indira Gandhi, stormed back (o

ower, the Bihar government,

eaded by Ramsunder Das, was
sacked on February 17, 1980 for
the fifth time,

The state had the shortest-
ever spell of six days of central
rule in 1995 when the term of
the state assembly had expired
as chief election commissioner
TN Seshan extended the poli
dates beyond the term of the
Mouse.
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15 piuturedlin this general view Friday on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC. Clinton, who
escaped being removed from office, declared himself "profoundly sorry" for the year-long
ordeal that led to his aequittal in the Senate.

‘Best Valentine's Day
gift' for Clinton

LONDON, Feb 13: World
leaders were largely silent but
TV stations in Europe led news
broadcasts Friday with the
Senale's acquittal of President
Clinton on charges ol perjury
and obstruclion of justice.

The Indian media also gave
prominent coverage to Clin-
ton's acquittal, withr,the mass-
circulation Indian Express call-
ing it Clinton's "best Valentine's
Day gift."

‘There have been many
losers in this case and very few
winners,” France's TF1 TV cor-
respondent Ulysse Gosset said
from Washington. "Bill Clinton
is delinitely among the losers,
even if he has risen from the
ashes.”

In Britain, the British
Broadcasting Corp. and rival
ITN carried the story as their
lead itemn.

‘President Clinton is staying
inn the White House,” said BBC
news presenter Peter Sissons,
introducing the BBC's main
Nine O'Clock evening news.

Describing the Senate's pro-
ceedings as a “historic mo-
ment.” SKY., a satellite TV ser-
vice that broadcasts from Lon-
don and covers Britain and
parts of Europe, carried live
coverage ol the Senate vote to
acquit Clinton on articles of
impeachment for perjury and
abstruction of justice,

Already sensing a loss of in-
lerest amongst readers, most
British newspapers relegated
the impeachment vole to inside
pages,

" license to lie and cheat
agfain, ran a headline on page 8
in The Daily Mail, a broadly
conservalive and pro-American
tabloid which has called for
Clinton to resign. Only
Britain's broadsheel newspa-
pers ran the impeachment vote
story prominently.

‘Clinton: the great escape,"
reported The Times on its front
page
~ Politicians in Europe re-
lused Lo comment on Clinton's
victory, although in Israel,
Ehud Barak, the head of the op-
position Labour Party, sent
congratulations to Clinton. In a
letter, Barak said he was satis-
fied with the decision because it
would let Clinton get back to
aiding Middle East peace, Israel
radio reported.

'l amn sure that history will

judge you on your many
achievements and vyvour ex-
traordinary successes and not
on other subjects that are irrel-
evant.” said Barak, considered
lo be one of the strongest chal-
lengers to Pritne Minister Ben-
Jamin Netanyahu in May 17 na-
tional elections.

In Mexico, where Clinton is
scheduled to meet President
Ernesto Zedillo on Sunday and
Monday, political analyst Ser-
gio Sarmiento said Mexicans
generally saw the whole process
as absurd.

. It's incomprehensible for
the majorily of Mexicans,” he
said, "that an intimate rela-
;ic.;nship s would be converted
nto a itjcal persecution,”

?n é):{:n)uth A ica.L]]ill}égri}ﬂerll
Nelson Mandela sent congratu-
lations to both the Senate and
the White House, and said he
hoped that the US gpvernment
could now focus on other issues.

Vajpayee hails
acquittal

AFP adds Indian Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee.
keen to mend ties with Wash-
ington has hailed President Bill
Clinton's acquittal in the sen-
ate impeachment trial, news-
papers reported today.

Vajpayee, attending the G-15
Summit in Jamaica responded
to the announcement in Wash-
ington by cabling a message
which ecalled for improved bi-
lateral relations strained by
ndia's nuclear tests in May.

"Indo-US  relations are
poised for a gualitative im-
provement, and | lock forward
lo working with you to achieve
Lthis potential. Please accept my
besl wishes to you and your
family,” Vajpayee said,

India and the United States
have been holding high-level
talks aimed at normalising
their relations. difference,
however, persist between the
two sides.

Early this month. Vajpayee,
a Hindu nationalist. said India
had vet to make a final decision
on signing the comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).

The US wants India and its
rtuclear rival Pakistan to sign
the CTBT halt further fissile
material production,
strengthen export controls, and
exercise mutual restraint n
missile and weapons develop-
ment.

To avoid getting
caught up in the

romantic mood...

SINGAPORE, Feb 13: Singa-
pore Muslims have been ad-
vised by their religious leaders
not to celebrate Valentine's Day
tomorrow because of its non-Is-
lamic origins despite the mod-
ern comimercialisation of din-
ing ant and buying flowers, pre-
sents., candy or card for one's
sweetheart, reports AP,

"While we are asked to re-
spect other religious, we should
not imitate them," Murat Mo-
hammed Aris, manager of the

He warned that young Mus-
lim couples who go out for
Valentine's Day may get caught
up in the romantic mood and
risk overstepping the bounds of
Islamic morality. That was es-
pecially so for unmarried cou-
ples, who are required under
Islam to have a third party with

them. he said.
A letter from the Islamic Re-

ligious council of Singapore ad-
vising againsl participation
was published Friday in the

office of Singapere's multi, said.

Malay-language Berita Herlan.

With uncanny and suspiciously acute timing, two young swans make a heart-shaped display
during their courtship ritual at the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust, Slimbridge, near

Gloucester in western England Friday — two days ahead of St Valentine's Day.
' — AFP photo

For the longest
kiss...

SYDNEY, Feb 13: Medics
were on standby as 53 couples
locked ]3}5 Saturday at the start
of a bid to set a new world
record for the longest kiss, re-
ports AP.

The couples will need to kiss
nonstop for more than 29 hours
and 57 minutes 1o make it into
the Guinness Book of Records,

The Valentine weekend at-
lempt was organised by a lecal
radio station. which advertised
for participants lo take part on

the foreshore at Newcastle.
To break the record, partici-

pants must follow strict rules,
station spokeswoman Tricia
Morris said.

"Their lips must be touching
at all times, they must be stand-

ing. they must not fall asleep,
must not leave the wvenue,
mustn't wear any incontinence
pads or adult nappies and there
are no toilet breaks, Morris

_sald :

"We've got surveillance cam-
eras on them and there has to be
a witness with them at all
times."

Americans heave a

sigh of relief

CHICAGO, Feb 13: Ameri-
cans on Friday greeied Presi-
dent Bill Clinton's acquittal in
his impeachment trial with a
collective sigh of relief and a
sense ol hope that Congress
might return to work on the
cournitry's problems, reports
AFP.

1 {ee]l a sense of relief,” black
civil rights leader Jesse Jack-
son said in Washington, echo-
ing the prevailing mood after
the 115 senate acquitted the
President of periury and ob-
struction of justice.

Conviction of 2 single of-
ferise by a two-thirds moajority
would have meani Clinton's
immediate removal from oeffice.

From coast to coast, Ameri-
cans said it was about time the
13-month ordeal came to an
end.

Most said they accepted
Clinton's statement of contri-
bution over his affair with for-
mer White House intern Monica
Lewinsky and said they were
prepared Lo heed his call for
‘reconciltation and renewal."

But some vowed that repub-
lean lawmiakers would be made
to pay at the next election for
having launched a highly parti-
san impeachment gmcesas.

"I''!m happv with the acquit-
tal. I think his behavior was
wrong bt he did not deserve 1o
be removed from office,” 31-
year-old Kim Biggs, Executive
Director ol International
Women Associates, said in
Chicago.

"There was a lot of grand-
standing and the whole thing
became a much larger issue
than it should have," she added.

“I'm glad it's all over with."
said Staley Snipes, a 22-year-
old reporter in Jonesboro,
Arkansas. "Most people here
feel it's been a waste of time and
nmne%. And no matter what
(Republicans) say, it was a very
partisan affair.”

In Los Angeles, reactions to
the senate vote ranged from re-
lief to indignation. "l expected
that he wouldn't be charged,"

said 50-year-old Melinda Stew-
art, an investigator for Yoakum
investigations.

‘Tm just glad that it is over
so they will quit spending our
money."

At the Anodyne coffee shop
in south Minneapolis, Min-
nesota, palrons expressed simi-
lar sentiment.

"It was ridiculous to try to
bring perjury and obstruction
of justice chardes based on mis-
leading gquestions that
shouldn't have been asked in
the first place,” said Patrick
Seanlan., a Minneapolis com-
puler prograinimer.

Bucking the trend was Tal-
itha Copeland, a 74-year-old
homemaker in Jackson. Mis-
sissippi: "I thought they ocught
to have kicked him [Clinton) to
Timbuktu, because of all his
messing around, and blaming
everything on that girl [ just
don't think that's right."

Paula Jones
disappointed

CABOT. Arkansas, Feb 13;
Paula Jones, whose sexual ha-
rassment lawsuit began the
scandal that ended with Fri-
day's impeachment vote, said
she was disappointed Lhe US
Senate did not remove Presi-
dent Clinton from office, re-
ports AP.

"I'm not happy. you know,
for sure." Jones told Fox News
ouiside a school where she
picked up her children. "I just
experted it because he gets away
with everything.'

Jones sued Clinton on May
6, 1994, a]]e%lng he proposi-
tioned her al the Excelsior Hotel
in Little Rock three years ear-
lier, when she was a state
worker and he was Arkansas'
governor.

The case was later thrown

out, and Jones and Clinton set-
tled for dirs 850,000. But the US

house impeached Clinton on -

charges that he obstructed jus-
tice and commitied perjury in
the lawsuit.

— AFP photo

Hillary now plans
to run for

Senate seat

WASHINGTON, Feb 13: Now
that her husbund's impeach-
ment trial is over, Hillary Rod-
ham_ Clinton plans to give
careful consideration to run-
ning in New York state for a US
Senate seal in 2000, her aides
said on Friday, reports Reuter.

Flaltered by all the attention
she has received about a possi-
ble run, Hillary has done noth-
ing to discourage speculation
about what would be an un-
precedented political event: a
current first lady actively cam-
paigning to win a legislative
seat,

“Now that the trial is coming
to an end, she’ll have a chance
to put some thought into this,"
her spokeswoman, Marsha
Berry, said.

"Other people have been very
interested in the speculation
and have talked to her about it.
But it's not the kind of thing
that she's really been able to
think about at this point,’_
Berry said, et

She said it was unclear how
soon Hillary would make a deci-
sion, adding that the first lady
was simply "relieved” that the
senate impeachment trial was
over,

“The kind of people who
have talked to her about il are
people she respects, and I'm sure
she'll give it very careful con-
sideration,” Berry said.

Other aides sought to
dampen speculation that
Hillary might announce a deci-
sion as early as next week.

Clnse aides, who asked to
remain urndentified, said they
stili doubted that Hillary would
take the plunge — particularly
so soon after the difficult year
she has had dealing with her
husband's sex scandal and the
resulting strain in her mar-
riage,
But they insisted that she
had not made up her mind and
would want to talk to her hus-
band and others about running
for office.

Palestinians,
Israelis held

secret talks
in 1980s

JERUSALEM, Feb 13: Israeli
and Palestinian officials con-
lirmed Friday that they held se-
cret talks in the 1980s under the
direction of lsrael's then-De-
fennce Minister Yitzhak Rabin
and FLO chief Yasser Arafat,
reports AP.

The talks were held in vari-
ous European cities, said
Ephraim Sneh, a legislator
from the opposition Labor
Party. and Hani Hassan, an
aide to Arafat and member of
the Central Committee of
Arafat's Fatah faction. Both
participated in the meetings.

The talks were kept secret
because lsrael at the time did
not recognise the Palestine Lib-
eration Organisation and Is-
raeli law made contactis with
PLO oflicials illegal.

Snen and Hassan gave con-
flicting accounts of the purpose
and duration of the meetings,

Sneh said the talks began in
1988, shortly after the outbreak
of the Palestinian uprisln%
against Israeli occupation o
the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

The Iabour legislator said Is-
rael's immediate objective was
to end the revolt and the long-
terrn goal was to reach a peace
afreement with the Palestini-
ans. The two sides discussed,
among other things, possible
Israeli recognition of a Jorda-
nian-Palestinian confedera-
tion, he said.

He said the talks ended with
November 1988 elections that
brought a new government 1o
power in Israel.

Hassan said the meetings be-
gan in 1986 and broke down
over Rabin's efforts to crush the
uprising in which Israelli sol-
diers armed with assault rifles
confronted Palestinian stone
throwers,

The dialogue "was a big issue
withh us because it was the first
time Israel was sitting with
Palestinian representatives.”
Hassan said. The Palestinians
did not inform the Americans
about the talks, Hassan said.

Sneh said the talks were
hampered %reatly by Pales-
tinian hard-liners who opposed
such meetings.

Then-Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir knew about the
talks and did not try to stop
them. Sneh said. At the time,
Shamir headed a broad-based
coalition of his hard-line Likud
Party and the center-left Labor
Party.



