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Tough Times for Tiger-protection Project

India's grand plan to conserve its remaining Bengal tiger population
is in trouble, as corruption and government neglect leaves Project

Tiger nearly helpless to combat the growing power of poachers.
Gemini News Service reports that unofficial estimates show the num-

ber of tigers to be dropping at an alarming rate. A J Singh writes

from New Delhi

THE celebration was muted
during the recent 25th
anniversary of Project
Tiger, a government
conservation programme in
national parks across India.

Prime Minister A B Vajpayee
declined to attend the project's
Silver Jubilee festivities, He
chided officials, asking whe-
ther enough tigers were left in
the country to warrant a cel-
ebration.

Project Tiger has delayed the
release of its 1998 tiger census,
prompting fear that the state of
the big cat in India is worse
than ected. Official statistics
say 4,334 tigers roamed India in
1989. Today, the estimates is
3,000, although many observers
fear the figure is lower.

"India is soon to lose the dis-
tinction of having the largest
share of tiger population in the

.world," says Sutapa Basu, a
wildlife expert.

The late prime minister In-
dira Gandhi launched Project

Tiger in 1973. It has since

spread Lo 23 national parks in
12 slates and is funded by na-
tional and international agen-
cies. The central government
has budgeted 750 million rupees
for Project Tiger during the cur-
rent five-year plan, an increase
of 300 million rupees form the
previous plan.

But money from New Delhi
has often not reached the pro-
ject authorities and was instead
used by states as collateral to
secure loans from the World
Bank and western donors.

As a result of the mone
troubles, a lack of political will
and little public support for
liger conservation, Project
Tiger is in dire straits. As many
as 535 on-the-ground staff posts
are vacant. The only telephone
at the headquarters in Indi-
rawati National Park in Mad-
hya Pradesh has been out of or-
der for a year. In Bandipur Na-
tional Park in Karnataka state,
the Project Tiger field director
has no'access to the area be-
cause a special police task force

has camped there for two years
trying to catch a sandalwood
smuggler.

Experts say that New Delhi
should send the funding di-
rectly to the project authorities
and ensure that staff are
trained and equipped with the
latest weapons, vehicles and
equipment to keep the parks
free from poaching.

Although habitat destruc-
tion is to blame for much of the
historical drop in India's tiger
population, rpnanhing is cited as
the reason for the rapid decline
since 1989, when poachers had
wiped out tigers in China and
started to look across the bor-
der.

Poachers "can wipe out the
entire tiger population of a par-
ticular zone in one monsoon if
they want to," says Brijender
Singh, a former director of
Project Tiger now a member of
its executive committee.

No co-ordinated anti-poach-

ing programme is in operation

in India. Meanwhile, poachers

Tigers are
disappearing

The number of
Bengal tigers
in India is
shrinking.
Poaching and
loss of habitat
: are the reasons

Distribution of Bengal
tiger at its
greatest
extent

& Ll

Toaay's Bengal tiger population in India is estimated at 3,000,

nearly one-third fewer than the population 10 years ago

carry the latest weapons and
courts have had lirnited success:
in punishing those who've been
caught.

Lately, poachers have taken
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Annual scientific confce
of ICDDR,B begins today

The Annual Scientific Con-
ference of ICDDR.B begins in
the city today with the theme
"vaccine research and envi-

ronmental health," reports
APB.
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina will inaugurate the two-
day long 8th conference and a
week-long programme marking
the 20th founding anniversary
of the ICDDR,B.

International experts will
present key-note papers at the
Annual Scientific Conference
(ASCON]), to be attended by over
300 delegates from home and
abroad.

Dr George Curlin, Deputy Di-
rector of National Institutes of
Health (NIH) in Maryland, USA,
will present a paper on vaccine
research on the concluding day
of the meet tomorrow.

Prof R Bradley Sack of the
Department of International
Health, Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity School of Hygiene and
Public Health, USA, will pre-
sent a paper on environmental
health and research.

A total of 57 ]pa ers will be
presented by ICDDR,B re-
searchers, government officials
and NGO representatives.

Briefing newsmen at a press
conference at ICDDR,B in the
city, Interim Director of the
Centre Prof George Fuchs said,
this year's theme has been cho-
'sen as "we want to create
awareness for further research
on vaccine in developing coun-
lries."

The ASCON will discuss o=
%rinriiising vaccine research

esides highlighting major en-
vironmental issues like arsenic

Govt determined
to hold Poura
Polls: Sajeda

NAGARKANDHA, Faridpur,
Feb 12: Environment and For-
est Minister Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury today said that the

overnment is determined to
old poura polls, city corpora-
tion and upazila elections in
time for handing over the re-
sponsibilities of development
programmes to the elected rep-
resentatives.

The government, she said,
cannot take the responsibilities
of wrong decision of the opposi-
tion by boycotting the poura
polis.

She was addressing a meet-
ing here marking the D]JEHJI%IEI-
two newly-built bridges, e
minister said effective imple-
mentation of development pro-
Erammea can not be achieved by

eeping a vast section of the
population outside power.

Sajeda Chowdhury said the
process of empowerment of the
people began with the holdin
of union parishad elections
the process would be further
conselidated with the elections

of cther local bodies. N>

contamination and water pol-
lution in Bangladesh, he said.

Prof Fuchs said this will be
the first time that the confer-
ence will be open for non-
I[CDDR,B scientists.

Dr Mohammad Sirajul Is-
lam, Head of Environmental
Microbiology of ICDDR,B gave a
grim picture of lead pollution in
the city air.

Dhaka is among the few
cities in the world where air
pollution level is very high.

Quoting a preliminary study
on 200 pre-school children,
conducted by the Centre in the
city’'s Keraniganj, Mohammad-
pur and Tejgaon areas, he said
200 micro-gram per litre (MGL)
lead contamination were found
in them against the WHO stan-
dard of 50 (MGL).

The alarming lead pollution
due to improper industrial
waste disposal is anti-nutrient
for children which affects their
conjunctive development, dis-
rupt intelligence and may cause
renal failure.”

The press conference was
also addressed by Dr Abdullah
Baki of the Centre's Public
Health Science Division, MA
Wahed, Head of Nutritional
Biochemistry and Dr Ishtiaq
Zaman of External Relations
office.

Rotary dist confce

begins today

By Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Feb 12: The

opening session of the Rotary
district conference 1999 will be

“held at the Institution of Engi-

neers here at 9 am tomorrow.

Justice Mustafa Kamal of the
Supreme Court will attend the
function as chief guest.

PDG capt. VVK Mani will
represent Rotary International
president James L Lacy at the
conference.

Ferdousi Mazumdar,
Nirmalendu -

get Carey Award
By Staff Correspondent

Noted actress and cultural
activist Ferdousi Mazumdar
and poet Nirmalendu Gun re-
ceived the Third Carey Award
for their outstanding contribu-
tions to their respective fields,
said a press release.

William Carey Study and Re-
search Centre, India, confers
the award every year for out-
standing contributions in the
field of art, culture, literature,
drama and other fields.

The award includes a gold
plated medal, a certificate, and
Indian Rs 3,000.

Dr J Russello Chandran of
India was the other recipient of
this year's award.

e award was handed over
in a simple ceremony in Cal-
cutta recently,

to using poison, a silent, cheap
and deadly method that pro-
vides them with unblemished
carcasses,

Their activity is propelled by
huge profits. A tiger's femur

"] fetches $3.500 per kilogram in

Taiwan: each one weights eight
to ten kg. Tiger skin fetches
about $10,000 each in Japan
and the Middle East. In sum. a
tiger's parts can be worth
$50,000.,

Experls say poachers are
killing around 300 tigers a year,
mainly to feed the insatiable
market for tiger parts in China,
Japan and Korea. Bones have
been used for centuries in tradi-
tional Chinese medicine, which
has become a greater fad of late
in the west.

Soup of the tiger penis is be-
lieved to be the ultimate aphro-
disiac in China. Hanging a
tiger's nose above the marital
bed is said to induce the concep-
tion of a boy. Chinese use tiger's
claws for trinkets and make
potions from whiskers to ward
ofl evil spirits.

Tigers in unprotected areas
of India have it much worse
than those in parks controlled
by Project Tiger. Tigers in parks
rarely have to cover more than
20 kilometres to make a kill,
while the unprotected ones
sometimes need to travel 200
km, which makes them more
vulnerable,

Yet being in a park is no
guarantee of protection for a
Liger,

When one tiger is killed by a
poacher, it can result in many
more deaths. When a fernale is
killed, its cubs will be neglected
and may die.
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A group of artists from Dharmar
Shahid Minar yesterday, the 5th

BDUS Samad, the wronged
A:Jem, passed away silently
1d surely on 29 January.
He had for sometime past been
suffering from cancer. World's
best treatment was at his beck
and call to declare clear and
loud pathetic helplessness of
much-vaunted man to the
decree of fate. The calamity was
not unexpected. Still when it
really came it was realised what
a world of difference is there Le-
tween the certainty of a misfor-
lune and the actual experience
of the shock itsell.

The following day the news
was covered by only a few news-
Eapers. The Daily Star however

rought out the news in its is-
sues of succeeding days some-
what atoning for earlier omis-
sions touching on his bio-data
and some achievements. Mo-
hammad Farahsuddhin did a
very fine and fitting job in cor-
recting an information that
designated him as an Ex-Addl
secy. He said: "Mr Abdus Samad
was not 'Ex-addl. Secy'. He was a
Secretary to the government
from 17 April 1971. He held this
rank until the Martial Law
Administration prematurel
refused him in early 1988." (D
1.2.99)

In facl the story that lies at
the back of Late Abdus Samad's
parting with his job at a time
when the ii.fiarti.:-i]J Law was in
full venom and vengeance is
dropped to be mentioned here
only because Abdus Samad s
dead and nothing should be
done that may give anybody
any scope Lo throw him into
contention.

Samad read in Pabna Zilla
Schoel. He was althrough First
in class examinations till the
Maltriculation that positioned
him Second in the Board. When
the mark certificate was sent it
was noticed, everybody's hor-
ror. that in one paper of English
he was given nnf},r 59 marks out
of 100 while in the other paper
of the same subject he scored 81
out of 100 marks. The matter
appeared fishy and some fuss
also evolved on it. However, in
those days of almost com-
plaint-free academic arena
Board's announcement of re-
sults reigned as correct and
supreme. Bul probably it also
rang oul another clear indica-
tion that some evil star might
be [ollowing Samad's future
course of life.

Samad did Honours and M A
in English. But he was not a
First Class in either of the two.
[l memory does not betray, it
was short of 05 marks out of
800 in Honours and 04 marks
out of 500 in M A. Though in
those days English Department
ol the Dhaka University was
known for its avowed reluc-
tance to grant a First Class,
Samad’'s being kept so narrowly
off the mark strongly suggested
that the wrong that started with

Samadl's star was yet to ga.

The same jinx might have
cosl L his job prematurely in
1989. It played a full and final
course by suatching his life af-
ter baltering him with cancer
[or years.

Late Samad was hailed as a
valiant Freedom Fighter. The
compliments came very late as
if these were kept pending till
his demise. The man who
courted the risky, uncertain
Liberation War having for-
saken the guaranteed comfort
of Deputy Commissionership of
Sylhet, as pointed out by Mo-
hammad Farahsuddin, could
not be recognised before death
laid its icy hand on him. What a
reward for a true Liberation
hero!

Nor the lamentation of Deen
Mohammad Khan over Samad's
death — "A hero, unsung and un-
lamented” (DS, 1,2.99) — can be
dismissed as a mere cynic's ut-
terance.

The above speak certainly of
our moral bankruptey to ac-
knowledge qualities of the
celebritjes.

Whatever responsibility was
liven to Samad he could per-
orm it with amazing ease. This
was because he was a very thor-
ough man who would not stop
uniless and until A to Z details
of his establishments were

-amassed on the tips of his fin-

gers. His wonderful memory
aided him in this pursuit. This
is contrary to what has now-a-
days become a fashion for the
heads of the establishments to
ignore to know details belit-

ing them as trifles unworthy
of their attention.

Late Samad's thirst for
knowledge drove him to be a vo-
racious reader. His study en-
compassed varied subjects
ranﬁing from literature to
kitchen recipe. He ran through
books relentlessly and was a
hot chaser of latest publica-
tions. He was readily receptive
of new ideas and kept him up-
dated on latest turns and twists
of the globe.

This made him a wizard of
general knowledge. He was a
master of quiz-answers. If
memory is not strayed, Samad
scored record marks in general
knowledge and Current Affairs
papers of (central superior ser-
vices) examinations.

Compared to his scale of
reading his writings were:
small. This might have em-
anated from the belief that be-
fore taking to pen one should be
conscientious to read and think
quite a lot.

His book titled "Bangladesh :
Facing The Future" published in
1983 contains valuable infor-
mation and suggestions.

Mohammad Farashuddin
has vouched: "As a creative
writer Mr Samad earned
widespread admiration through
his book on administrative re-
organisation ..." (DS, 1.2.99)
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ajik Lalitkala Academy present a chorus song at a cultural programme at the Central
day of the cultural event organised by the Sammilito Sangskritik Jote. — Star photo

Solo painting
exhibition at
Shilpangan

A solo painting exhibition of
renowned painter and director
of Institute of Fine Arts in
Dhaka University Mahmudul
Haciue began at Shilpangan Art
Gallery yesterday, reports APB.

Eminenl artist Safiuddin
Ahmed inaugurated the show
while poet Shamsur Rahman
and Prof Anisuzzaman were
present.

A total of 85 works of the
painter done in water and oil
colours have been put on dis-
play at the 11-day exhibition,
which will remain open from
10am to 8pm everyday.

Urs of Biswa
Zaker Manyjil

begins today

The annual Urs of Biswa Za-
ker Manjil at Atrashi in Farid-
pur begins today, reports BSS.

Several lakhs of devotees
from home and abroad are ex-
pected to attend the four-day
Urs of Shah Sufi Khwaja Baba
Enayetpuri.

ecessary arrangements
have already been made for ac-
commodation, food and sani-
tary facilities for the devotees
under the direct supervision of
Peer Saheb of Atrashi, Zaker
Party sources in the city said.

Dry weather is likely to
next 12 hours, reports UNB.

Temperature may rise

prevail over the country during the

Slight rise in night temperature is expected over the country
during the period, according to the Met Office.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 34.2 degree Celsius was
recorded at Sylhet and the lowest 13.5 degree Celsius at Srimon-

gal.

The sun sets today at 5.52 pm and rises tomorrow at 6.33 am.
Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius Percentage

- Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka 32.2 19.0 67 60
Chittagong 32.8 184 72 60
Rajshahi 31.5 15.8 74 58
Khulna 31.3 17.0 71 72
Barisal 31.2 16.8 70 85
Sylhet 34.2 17.4 56 49
Cox's Bazar 33.0 20.0 61 56

e

Labour minister
1n Singapore
for treatment

Labour and Employment
Minister M A Mannan was ad-
mitted to the Mount Elizabeth
Hospital in Singapore yesterday
for treatment of heart disease,
an official handout said.
reports BSS.

He will undergo a by-pass

{ operation today.

Feni violence

Citizens' rally
in city today

A citizens rally to protest vi-
olence in Feni wiﬁ be held today
at Jatiya Press Club, reports
BSS.

The rally in support of
strong administrative mea-
sures to stop violence in Feni
will be held at 10 am, a press
release said on Thursday.

Ekushey Mela
begins in Ctg

tfomorrow

CHITTAGONG, Feb 12: A
fortnight-long Ekushey Mela
will begin at the Muslim Hall
premises here on February 14,
reports BSS.

Ekushey Mela Parishad
chairman Dr Anupom Sen said
al a press conference at the
Press Club here today that spe-
cial arrangements had been
made to hold the Ekushey Mela
this year,

He said the Mela would be
inaugurated by Mayor of Chit-
tagong A B M Mohiuddin
Chowdhury while Justice
Habibur Rahman would attend
the function as the chief guest.

The programme of the Mela
includes Basanta Utsab, Lok
Utsab, Sampriti Utsab, Recita-
tion, Rabindra Utsab, Nazrul
Utsab, Kabita Utsab, Chhatra
Utsab,, Pahari-Bangall
Sangskriti Utsab and a special
[unction based on Ekushey
February.

Eminent intellectuals from
all over the country will attend
the functions of the Mela.

Dr Anupom Sen said that
four persons would be awarded
Ekushey Padak for their out-
standing contributions in the
fields of literature, journalism,
social work, education, wom-
en's development and cultural
activities.

- Abdus Samad: A Tribute

by A R Samsul Islam

"He was also a consultant for
World Bank, US Aid and
UNDP." (DS, 31.1.99)

His writings amply demon-
strated his analytical frame of
mind. They were a model of the
type labelled as "maxinium ex-
pressions in minimum words."

Before reading Mohammad
Farashuddin's comment (DS,
1.2.99] practically few of us
knew what significant contri-
butions were made by late
Samad to formulating in 1971
preliminary proposals on con-
structing the Jamuna Bridge.

"His research on fertiliser
during his tenure as BADC
chairman made a significant
contribution to the develop-
ment of country's agriculture."
(DS, 31.1.99)

It may be remembered that
prior to the great fertiliser cri-
sis of the country in recent past
he, as chairman of Bangladesh
Fertiliser Association, whipped
up repeated warnings to the
government of the impending
calamity suggesting the reme-
dial measures that unfortu-
nately went unheeded by the
government.

As a defence secretary to the
Mujibnagar government in-ex-
ile Samad worked with extra-
ordinary vision and skill to en-
sure a steady su%pl}r of arms,
ammunitions. food to different
war fronts.

While serving as the com-
munication secretary he dis-
played prodigious energy in re-
vamping the war-shattered
communication system of the
newly independent country.

ter leaving service in 1983
he plunged into the excitements
of business entrepreneurship
and cut many exploits as a
chairman of Sea Resources Ltd,
a chairman of Bangladesh Fer-
tiliser Association.

He was truly an accom-
plished man evincing lively in-
lerests in games, sports, arts,
science. Till he fell ill he vigor-
ously played tennis, went on
huntings, enjoyed bridge games.
He donned presidentship of
Bangladesh Bridge Association
for a long time.

He was a man of rare mental
endurance and balance. Sto-
ically calm in victories he could
remain phlegmatically cool in
misfortunes. He was a votary of
reasoning and built the castles
of life on logic and practicabil-
ity capable of bearing outward
jolts and jostles. Probably to

im may not be applicable the
slogan that human mind is far
from being a canon of logic,
though he never lagged behind
to respond to the generous
promptings of human heart.

No philosophy, no poem can
relieve us of the grief and loss
that Samad's demise has in-
flicted.

Profoundest homage to his
memory. May his departed soul
rest in eternal peace.

Bangladesh Festival
in UK from July 7

The Bangladesh Festival fea-
turing the country's arts and
culture will begin in the United
Kingdom on July 7 under the
auspices of the arts worldwide.,
reports BSS.

The three-week gala event,
predicted to be the largest and
most comprehensive celebra-
tion of arts and culture of
Bangladesh ever held in Europe,
will encompass exhibitions,
music, cinema, theatre, dance,
poetry, crafts, phniﬂgratphy.
outdoor events and a food festi-
val featuring the Bangladeshi
cuisine, according to a message
received from London.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Prime Minister
Tony Blair are the partners-in-
chief of the festival.

The ﬂpeniii%{ celebration of
the festival will take place in
the heart of 'Bangla town' at
East End of London. Over 80
artistes will perform at more
than 20 venues including some
of London's most prestigious
arts centres.

Artistes with select events
will also tour other UK cities
like Birmingham, Bradford and

Rajpunnah
begins

BANDARBAN, Feb 12: The
new tribal king of Bomang cir-
cle here today began a three-day
function for receiving "najrana”
(gift) from his subjects, reports
UNB. '

Flower petals were showered
on King Aung Shwe Prue
Chowdhury. dressed in tradi-
tional constume, as he arrived
in the local Rajbari maidan
palace ground with bodyguards
in the morning.

Tribesmen, led by their re-
spective headmen, as well as
non-tribal peorle offered their
gifts — cock, rice, wine or
money — to the king with their
heads touching his feet as a
mark of respect. The king
blessed them.

The programme, locally
known as "Rajpunnah” is an
annual event. But it did not take
place after King Mong Shwe
Prue Chowdhury died two and a
half years ago leaving a conflict
over who will succeed him.

The matter went up to the
High Court and the present king
won a legal battle against an-
other claimant, KS Prue, only
recently.

. The first "Rajpunnah” of the
new king was marked by the ab-
sence ol CHT Affairs Minister
Kalparanjan Chakma or any
other government officials.

A discussion meeting on the
occasion was address King
Aung Shwe Prue Chowdhury,
Hill District Local Government
Council chairman Khowain
Cha Prue Master and loca
headmen.

Oldham. The second and third
generations of British-Bangla
artistes and young people are
playing a vital role in all areas
of the festival's production and
performance, the message
added,

Bricklane, the main hub of
most of the Bangalees living in
the United Kingdom, will be
spectacularly transformed into
a summer promenade area with
the streets closed to traffic dur-
ing the festival. Visitors and
residents will even be able to
take a ride on the rickshaws.

The Bangladesh-British
Chamber of Commerce,
Bangladesh High Commission
in the United Kingdom, Board
of Investment, British Council
and British High Commission
in Bangladesh are jointly spon-
soring the Bangladesh Festival.

The Arts Worldwide, consid-
ered to be one of UK's leading
presenters of non-European
arts, is a registered charity or-

anisation set up in 1982 to
oster beller understanding be-
tween people of different cul-
tural backgrounds.

Since its inception, Arts
Worldwide has arranged tours
of more than 80 groups of
artists internationally, from
countries or regions as varied
as Algeria, China, Eritrea,
Georgia. Guinea, Peru, Tunisia,
Venezuela and Zimbabwe,
many of them appearing in Eu-
rope for the first time.

Study circle for
BCL activists

State Minister for Youth,
Sports and Cultural Affairs
Obaidul Quader yesterday inau-
gurated the newly introduced
study circle to provide political
education and training to the
members of Bangladesh Chha-
tra League on the Dhaka Uni-
versity campus, reports BSS.

Members of different units
of BCL will meet in the study
circle at least once a week.

Inaugurating the circle, the
former president of the BCL,
Obaidul Quader, said there was
no alternative to a%prnpriaie
training for the members of the
student bodies to change and
develop the prevailing socio-po-
litical situation of the country.

Presided over by president of
the BCL Central Executive
Committee Bahadur Bapary,
the inaugural function, held at
the DUCSU Cafeteria, was also
addressed by general secretary
Ajoy Ker Khokon and assistant
secretary of the study circle Go-
lamm Sarwar Mamun.

BCL will observe the "Sha-
heed Basunia Day" today in a
befitting manner. The then stu-
dent leader Raufun Basunia was
killed during the anti-autocracy
movement.



