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Wasim sours 'friendship'

NEW DELHI. FEB
11 (The Electronic
Telegraph/ Inter-
net): Wasim Ak-
ram punctured the
new-found har-.
mony between Indian and
Pakistani cricket yesterday
when he made an outspoken
attack on Test pitches here,

His implicit criticism of the
home umpire in the second
match could also land him in
trouble with the International
Cricket Council match referee,
the West Indies' Cammie Smith.,

The Pakistan captain
strunﬁlhy praised the success of
the “"Friendship Tour" and the
warmth with which his side
have been received. But his re-
marks directed at Indian
cricket will be seen as untimely
by many, particularly after one
ncwsﬁaHer described the series -
which finished 1-1 - as “the
willow path" to peace between
the two nations.

Smith said he would be look-
ing into Wasim's comments
that in the second innings of
the Test, which Pakistan lost by
212 runs, “we got a couple of
debatable decisions. In a needle
match like this experienced
umpires are a must".

Although Wasim did not
gllame umpire Abdul Jayapra-

kash, he was standing at the
end from which Anil Kumble
took all his 10 wickets.
Opening batsman Shahid
Afridi lgut a reprimand from
Smith for staying too long after
he had been given out caught
behind and there were also
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three leg-before decisions and
two bat-pad catches. °

I think it is time we had
two neutral umpires in all Test
cricket and particularly in such
a tense series as that between

Pakistan and India," Wasim
added. ""They do it in all other
international sports so why
doesn't cricket follow suit?
Then if a neutral umpire makes
a wrong decision both teams
will accept it."

Two neutral umpires will for
the first time standp together in
the triangular Asian Regional
Test tournament, also involv-
ing Sri Lanka, which starts
next week. They will be Steve
Bucknor, of the West Indies,
who also stood in Delhi, and
Rudi Koertzen, of South Africa.

Wasim, who took his 363rd
Test wicket in the second match
to become Pakistan's highest
wicket-taker, added: I was
particularly disappointed in
the quality of the Delhi pitch -
it wasn't up to Test match stan-
dard.

India are always com-
plaining they haven't got fast
bowlers, but what can t ex-
ect? In all the years 1 have
€€n coming here the pitches
have never had any of the pace
and bounce we have in Pak-
Istan.

~They have a fast-bowlin
academy run on the advice o
Dennis Lillee but it's little won-
der they can't produce pacemen
with the kind of wickets they
prepare.”

Nairobi, Feb 11 (India
Abroad News Service): Former
West Indies skipper Alvin
Kallicharan says India has

perhaps some of the best cricket

players in the world today, but
they need to learn to play as a
team.

"They have decidedly the
best batsman in Sachin Ten-
dulkar. But in recent matches
(against New Zealand and the
first Test against Pakistan),
Sachin has been showing a lack
of application,” he said.

"Rahul Dravid and Saurav
Ganguly are, of course, excel-
lent, as is skipper Mohammed
Azharuddin when he Eets F0-
ing,” Kallicharan, coach of the
Kenyan team, told India Abroad
News Service here.

“The Indian selectors do too
many experiments, changing
the batting order. bringing in
new players suddenly against
the best teams. And no coach,
ex{:eEt Hanumant Singh, pays
much attention to fielding and
physical fithess,"” he claimed.

Kallicharan also praised
Javagal Srinath and Venkatesh
Prasad as "accurate fast and
medium pacers” and Anil Kum-
ble. who, he felt, "ranks with
Shane Warne and Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan as the best spinners
in the world today."

"India can be world beaters.
They have so many good play-

ers, onc-on-one.—But-—when-it— ¢dn

comes to working as a team,

Chander Mehra

they don't seem to click,"
Kallicharan said. "Apart from a
good coach, they should have a
psychiatrist on hand all the
time.”

He cnmgared the Indian sit-
uation with South Africa's po-
sition: "Only Shaun Pollock
and Allan Donald have real
class, but other bowlers have
nothing special about them.
They come out well because of
excellent fielding. They also
have some excellent batsmen
like Darryl Cullinan and Han-
sie Cronje. But they all work to-
gether as a team. That's how the
West Indians suffered a humil-
1'.a;ti|:1%l 0-5 defeat. As a team, the
South Africans are the best to-
daf.r and it looks as though they
will snatch the World Cup in
May-June."”

Asked about India and Pak-
istan, Kallicharan said: "It's
their fielding that lets them
down. Fitness and sharpness in
fielding is a major criterion the
selectors should keep in mind
before picking a squad. These
days, [ have seen even Azhar
dropping simple catches. That's
unpardonable. It sets a bad ex-
ample for the rest of the players
if the skipper is sloppy."

His advice to the Indians:
‘They should play like a well-
oiled tearn, not as individuals.
They must improve their field-"
ing and they should not depend
on just one or two players. Ten-

ﬁrm—. of course, is the bestin
the world. But it does not mean

Kallicharan on Indian cricket

that the whole team should
Flace the entire burden on the
ittle mega-master.”

The West Indies and Sri
Lanka "seem to be going
through a bad period. But they
will certainly rise again and
Australia and England cannot
be trifled with," said the former
Caribbean star,

There should be no contro-
versy about Muralitharan's ac-
tion, Kallicharan said. "The Sri
Lankan is perhaps the best of
all; he can spin viciously even
on a glass surface. Can be really
unplayable. | don't understand
why the Australians are mak-
ing so much fuss about him." he
said.

Kallicharan was of the
Windies giants offered large
sums by apartheid South Africa
in 1983 and given the status of
"honorary ites” for playing
in the country with which the
world had cut off all sporting
links. Then Kallicharan, Colin
Croft and Benard Julien were
thrown out of a "Whites only”
train by the white
supremacists,

"That was humiliating and I
just want to forget that inci-
dent,"” Kallicharan said. insist-
ing that only Croft was thrown
out of the train.

“Julien and I were not in the
compartment, But we would
also have faced the same treat-
ment had we been in that com-
partniEnt.”” ——

History, histrionics at Sp

BARCELONA, Feb
11 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): Former
Barcelona coach
Bobby Robson
once ted a
vivid pteture of the volatile na-
ture of the Spanish derby match
against Real Madrid.

"Barcelona and Real Madrid
is the only fixture in the world
that draws more than 100,000
fans twice a year. Throw into
the equation all the history, all
the media attention and you are
looking at a powder keg." Rob-
son said two years ago when he
was in charge of the Catalan
club.

On Sunday, the two teams
meet at the Nou Camp for their
69th league contest but, as
usual, much more than just
three points is at stake.

The rivalry is not so much
one between two football clubs,
which can both trace their roots
back to the final decade of the
19th century, but almost a war
between those representin
Catalonia and the tradition
seat of Spanish government in

Castile.

In the early years of their
encounters there was little an-
tagonism between the two clubs.

Barcelona got the better of
their first ever official meetin
in 1902 when they knocke
Madrid out of the Spanish Cup
but with no national league un-
til 1928, meetings were on an
occasional basis.

However, the division be-
tween the two sides became
more entrenched after 1920
when Alfonso XIII gave the
royal seal of approval to the all-
white side and Real Madrid was

bormn.
The independence-minded
Catalans resented the

favouritism shown Iﬁy the un-
opular monarch and meetings
etween the two clubs were
never cordial again.

The split became total after
the dictator Francisco France
rose to ! .

During the Spanish civil war
between 1936 and 1939, and
Franco's subsequent triumph,
Catalonia was the main region
of resistance to his rule.

anish derhy

For many years during the
Franco era, the only place
where Catalan could be openly
spoken was at Barcelona
matches.

By contrast, Franco -- no
great football fan who briefly
insisted that Madrid remove
Real from their club title --
found it convenient to be identi-
fied with Real Madrid, espe-
cially during their %lﬂl'}" years
in the 1950s and 1960s when
they were conquering Europe,

al Madrid's six European
Cup victories during this time
was also to become symbalic of
Spain's desire and ability to
succeed on the European stage.

The restoration of democ-
racy and the monarchy after
the death of Franco in 1975 has
not seen the rivalry diminish.
If anything it has become more
vocal and violent,

Players on Sunday are likely
to take the field to the sound of
100,000 fanatical Barcelona
supporters -- only a very brave
Real Madrid fan would consider
being in the Nou Camp for a
derby match.

~ Where's the
ball gone?

NOTTINGHAM, England,
Feb 11: Officials of English
county side Nottinghamshire
admitted Wednesday they have
no idea of the whereabouts of
one of cricket's most historic
pieces of memorabilia, reports
AFP. -

The ball which Notting-
hamshire all-rounder Sir
Garfield Sobers hit for six sixes
in one over — an unprecedented
feat at the time — is missing al-
though legend has it that Sobers

ave it to the county side's Trent
ridge Museum,

West Indies legend Sobers hit
each ball of Glamorgan Bowler
Malcolm Nash's over for six
with his final shot going out of
the ground into Swansea’s St.
Helen's Avenue in 1968.

It lay there until the next
morning when a 17-year old
schoolboy, Richard Lewis, re-
portedly found it.

In the pavilion he returned it
to Sobers. who gave it to the
museum,

But Peter Wynne-Thomas
Curator since 1978, said; "In all
my time here [ have never seen
the ball."

"Its whereabouts are a com-
plete mystery, and I fear that it
would be extremely difficult to
verify the authenticity of any
ball offered to Nottinghamshire
En;.;nty Cricket Club as Sobers'

all.”

Wynne-Thomas said:
"Someone may have taken it
out of the glass case, and it may
have been found later floating
about and given to a school or
slung out."

Another story Wynne-
Thmas has heard is that Sobers
gave the ball to the Notts scorer
Arthur Wheat, who died in
1973.

"He was the scorer literally
until he dropped dead," said
Wynne-Thomas.

"The secret of the ball's
whereabouts could well be with
his family, but 1 have no idea
whether he had any children.

Whynne-Thomas added: "We
would like to see the ball il
somebody has got it. if Arthur
Wheat's son or grandson turned
up with the ball we would prob-
ably believe it was right.

Sobers’ six sixes feat haé.
only been equalled once. by In-
dia's Ravi Shastri.

Spaniards sail
-
mto qtrs

DUBAI, Feb 11: The Spanish
took control of the Dubai Open
on Wednesday when world
number 10 Greg Rusedski of
Britain was beaten 3-6, 7-5, 6-2
in his second round match by
unfancied Francois Clavet, re-
ports Reuters,

Clavet's win meant that
three Spaniards advanced to
the quarterfinals of the tour-
nament with Carlos Moya and
Felix Mantilla dispatching

Thomas Muster and Byron
Black respectivelv. A fourth

Spaniard. Albert Costa went oute

at the hands of Germany's Nico-
las Kiefer.

The fourth seeded Rusedski
appeared to be cruising com-
fortably after winning the
opening set and leading 3-1 in
the second but a series of un-
lorced errors allowed the left-
handed Clavet to take control
and win the match.

Rusedski later admitted he
had made too many unneces-
sary mistakes but also blamed
his tools for his defeat, "The
new racket that | was using to-
day contributed greatly to my
defeat.," he said.

Number two seed Moya made
short work of a tired looking
Thomas Muster, booking his
place in the last eight with a
comfortable 6-4, 6-4 win,

‘1 wanted to play fast from
the beginning which I did,
Though Muster did try to keep
Face with the game, I think he
elt a little tired towards the
end," said Moya who played
down his chances of winning
the tournament.

"The quarterfinals, like
ani,'where else, are a different
ball game. Anyone, immaterial
of one's seeding or ranking, can
win."

Seventh seed Mantilla, who
finished runner-up to Alex Cor-
retja here last year, played with
great fluency from the baseline
to defeat the Zimbabwean black

1 7-8.6-3,

Sport

The brother-sister pair of Stev
routine at the US Figure Skating Championsh

e and Danielle Hartsell performing their
ips at Salt Lake City, Utah on February 10.

short programme

— AFP photo

PARIS, Feb 11
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): If there is one
thing French
World Cup man-
ager Aime Jacquet
might be criticised for, it could
be his failure to call up Nicolas
Anelka last summer.

There was very little und
for criticism at home after the
French won their first World
Cup. but some had regrets about
the lack of a really efficient
goal scorer in the world cham-
pion squad.

Anelka, already impressive
with Arsenal and in his previ-
ous performances for France,
scored both goals in the 2-0
victory over England at Wemb-
ley on Wednesday, and he ap-
pears more and more as the
striker France had been look-
ing lor,

But the 19-year-old is not
aionie as France have probabl
never had so much striking tal-
ent with David Trezeguet,
Thierry Henry, Florian Mau-
rice and Sylvain Wiltord all

Glenn's successor

to be named soon

LONDON, Feb 11: A new Eng-
land football coach is likely to
be appointed by the weekend,
English Football Association
acting chief executive David
Davies said today, reports
Reuters,

Davies told Sk
that the FA woul
over the next day to decide on a
successor to Glenn Hoddle,
sacked last week after a row
over his comments in a news-
paper interview about disabled
people.

"We'll be meeting in the next
day and we'll also be talking to
Howard Wilkinson about what
he believes should be done."
Davies said after England's 2-0
defeat against France on
Wednesday at Wembley.

"We should have something
interesting to tell you by the
weekend," Davies added.

Wilkinson was put in charge
of the England v France match
after Hoddle's sudden departure

and is a strong candidate to be
awarded the job permanently.

Wilkinson urged the FA to
act quickly to choose a succes-
sor to Hoddle. "It's crucial that
the team or the FA knows who
is in charge [or that game.” he
saic.

television
hold talks

Anelka now a prodiga

potential stars.
Anelka, however, is looking

the best.

"He’s our very own Ronaldo "

said French captain Didier De-
schamps.-

"He's always there when it
matlers," added the Juventus
midfielder, who earned a
record-equalling 82nd cap in
France's 2-0 victory over Eng-
land,

Not enly did the 19-year-old
Anelka become the first
Frenchman to score a goal

against England at Wembley
(Gerard Hausser scored there for
France in a 1-1 draw with Mex-
ico in the 1966 World Cup fi-
nals) but he did it t

e

........
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He had come close to opening
the scoring minutes before his
first goal, but his shpt crashed
down off the bar and bounced
clear. TV replays showed it ap-

eared to have crossed the line
ut it didn't take long for the
young striker to make the deci-
sion meaningless. From a simi-
lar position, instead of blasting
his shot, he clipped it firml
ﬁast England's substitute goal-
eeper Nigel Martyn.

Il-:I)is second goal showed a

oacher's instinct as he darted
Ectween two experienced Eng-
land defenders to reac
Christophe Dugarry's cross and
push it past Martyn.

Anelka was named man of
the match but French manager
Roger Lemerre was reluctant to
single him out, so impressive
was France's team perfor-
marice.

"He scored because he was

[ son

given good balls. Qur passing
was excellent in the second
half. He only crowned a collec-
tive effort," he said.

But Lemerre could not con-
ceal a genuine admiration for
such a gifted player in Thurs-
day's press conference in Paris.

"He is always there when you
need him, Wembley was like his
darden yesterday. He.is a player
of sheer instinet."

There was some controversy
when the youngster from a poor
Parisian suburb left Paris St
Germain for Arsenal two sea-
sons ago, challenging a French
unwritten rule that young play-
ers should stay with the club
who nurtured them.

But Anelka turned out to be
France's prodigal son.

‘I must admit that when he
left for England, it was no blun-
der," Lemerre said.

And Anelka, who scored for
Arsenal when they won the FA
Cup final last season,sstressed
the move was a sound decision’

"Being with Arsenal has
made me harder and tougher; It
has been a
that way. It has hel me in in-
ternational football and the
move has worked out well," he
said.

At the time of his departure
French fans were sceptical,
fearing that he might stru%%le
as Patrick Vieira and Ibrahim
Ba did with AC Milan.

But il Anelka proved many
critics wrong, he also knows he
still has a lot to achieve.

"Of course | feel I'm improv-
ing with every match, but for
the time being, I'm nobody," he
said.

French soccer fans - and
England's defenders - might
disagree.

China fulfil
commitment

KATHMANDU, Feb 11:
China today handed over to
Nepal sports facilities con-
structed under its grant assis-
tance, which are part of the in-
frastructure for the eight Sough
Asian Federation Games, re-
ports Xinhua.

The [facilities include
swimming complex, shooting

range, synthetic tracks and il- |

lumination, scoreboard, broad-
casting and public address sys-

termny.

ood move forime in
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More ﬁpuble
for Tyson

WASHINGTON, Feb 11 (AP/
Internet): Mike 'lzsnn's proba-
tion officer says he will ask an
Indiana judge next month to
consider punishing the heavy-
weight fighter further following

his sentencing in Maryland for
assault.

“There's a feeling back here
in Indiana that he needs to be
held accountable for the viola-
tion of probation," George
Walker, chief of probation in
Marion County, ﬁldiﬂl‘lﬂ. told
The Washington Post. "I can't
say whether what Maryland
does satisfies that or not. That
will be up to the court."

Walker said Wednesday he
will file paperwork after March
7 asking Marion County Supe-
rior Court Judge Patricia Gif-
ford for a hearing on whether
Tyson violated his probation
on a 1991 rape conviction in
Indiana.

Tyson, 32, was sentenced by
a Maryland judge last week to a
year in prison on a no-contest
plea to kicking one motorist
and punching another after a
minor three-car accident in
Gaithersburg, last August.

Under the Maryland sen-
lence, he will be eligible in 60
days to be moved to a pre-re-
lease centre, where he could
train during the day and, with

ood behaviour, could be re-
eased from custody seven
months from now.

Tyson served three years of a
six-year term in Indiana for the
rape conviclion. His probation
for that erime was to have ex-
pired n;:xt month.

Paul Kemp, Tyson's lawyer
in the MarylandTgase. tuldwi?;m
Post he is considering whether
to file an appeal of the sentence
there or asking the judge to re-
consider the sentence.

Hockey series
India beat
Pakistan

MADRAS, Febh 11: India
scored their first victory over
Pakistan in the nine-match
hockey series with a 3-0 romp
in the fourth game here on
Wednesday, report AFP.

Rajesh Chauhan scored two
goals and Baljit Singh Dhillon
one as India, leading 2-0 at
half-time, finally found form to
rout their arch-rivals.

Pakistan, however, ended
the Indian leg of the series 3-1
ahead. They won the previous
matches con “cingly.

The teams will now travel .
Pakistan for the remaining five
matches starting on February

16

Andre defaulted
for obscenities
SAN JOSE, California, Feb

11 (AP/Reuters): Andre Agassi,

leading by a set and seemingly
on his way to an easy victory

--gver an unheralded opponent,?

was defaulted from the Sybase
Open on Wednesday night for a
series of "audible obscenities."
Agassi, a four-time cham-
pion and the second seed in the
tournament this year, won the
first set 6-0 over qualifier Cecil
Mamiit. In a second-set
tiebreaker, trailing four points
to none, Agassi began cursing.

Linesman Al Klassen went to
chair umpire Steve Ulrich to
report Agassi's comment, and

assi was warned. As Klassen
returned to his chair, Agassi
made another comment — ap-
parently aimed at the linesman
— and was penalised a point.

As Klassen returned to his
chair a second time, ssi re-
peated his previous obscenity
and ATP Tour supervisor Tom
Bammes was called to the court.
He conferred with Ulrich, who

defaulted assl and awarded
the second-round match to
Mamiit,

Agassi could face a fine, a
loss of ranking points and a
loss of prize money earned at
the Sybase Open because of the
default.

This was not the first time
the sometimes temperamental
American has been thrown out
of an event. He was defaulted
out of a tournament in Indi-
anapolis in 1996 for swearing.
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