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Zagallo suffers

first defeat

RIO DE JANEIRO, Feb 11
(Reuters/ Internet): Former
Brazil coach Mario Zagallo was
on the losing side for the first
time since taking over at Sao
Paulo club Portuguesa on
Wednesday:,

'"The "Old Wolf'", who led
Brazil to the runners-up spot in
France last year, had enjoyed
five straight victories before his
team lost 1-0 to Sao Jose in the
Paulista (Sao Paulo state)

championship.
Despite . the defeat, Por-
tuguesa stayed top of their group

in the first stage of the competi-
tion.

Eight of the 12 clubs will
quality for the second stage,
where the four major clubs join
the fray, and Portuguesa are all
but certain to be among them.

In Rio de Janeiro, the quali-

g stage of the Carioca (Rio
e Janeiro state) championship
continued in bizarre style with
America-Rio de Jlaneirn once
ain refusing to play.
o5 Itapemna%}ecgme the third
team to benefit from a 2-0
walkover defeat as America,
who claim they merit an auto-
matic place in the champi-
onship proper, continued to
protest. !

Two other competitions also
continued in the bemusing start
to the Brazilian season.

In the Rio-Sao Paulo tour-
nament, in which the major
clubs play while they wait to
start in their respective state
tournaments, Botafogo drew 1-1
with Flamengo and Corinthi-
ans were held 1-1 with Sao
Paulo, both in group two.

Sao Paulo have already
qualified for the semi-finals
while Botafogo will go through
unless they lose their last
match to Corinthains, in which
case Flamengo will overtake
ifference,
Meanwhile, Atleticor
Mineiro, playing their first
competitive match of the year
but already onto their fourth
coach, qualified for the second
round ol the'Copa Brasil, a na-
tionwide knockout tourna-
ment.

Their 3-0 win to Linhares in
a first round first leg tie put
them through under another
unorthodox rule, under which
away teams who win their first
leg by two goals or more qualify
automatically.

Palmeiras travelled to Man-
aus in the Amazon rain forest
and beat Sao Raimundo 2-1
while Pele's old club Santos
won 1-0 at Sinop. another ob-
scure team from the country's
soccer backwaters.

Hughes hit with
the fourth ban

LONDON, Feb 11 (Reuters/
Internet): Welsh international
Mark Hughes. regarded as one
of the fiercest competitors in
the English premier league,
picked up his tourth ban of the
season on Thursday.

Hughes, of Southampton,
was fined 2 000 pounds ($3,244)
and suspended for two games by
The Football Association. He
has been booked 14 times in 24
games this season,

Hughes, 35, has enjoyed a
glittering career as a striker
with Manchester United,
Barcelona, Bayern Munich and
Chelsea before switching to
midfield with Southampton
this season.

He vowed to change his phys-
ical style when he appeared be-
fore the F.A. before Christmas
but since then he has been cau-
tioned three times in five
matches,

His club manager David
Jones accompanied Hughes to
the hearing. Hughes said after-
wards: [ have been trying hard.
It's difficult but I have got to
make a conscious effort."

European leagues
want uniform
transfer window

LONDON, Feb 11 (Reuters/
Internet): The newly-formed
Association of European Pre-
mier Leagues proposed a Eu-
rope-wide transfer window on
Wednesday.

They also suggested a com-
mon European calendar for in-
ternational fixtures to avoid
clashes with league matches
and said there should be a min-
imum number of players under
the age of 21 in each team's
squad.

The 13-strong group met at
the offices of the English pre-
mier league, with British Sports
Minister Tony Banks also in at-
tendance.

The three main ideas were
put forward for further discus-
sion at the association's next
meeting. to be held in March,

The common transfer win-
dow policy is the most radical
prgposal as currently there are
widely different arrangements,
some leagues having cut-off
deadlines and others having
transfer windows at various
times during the season.

English premier league Chief
Executive Peter Lever said: "We
think it might be feasible for
the leagues to come together on
this point.

“There is feeling we need
harmony throughout Europe to
ensure lair play and it's some-
thing we will continue to dis-
cuss."

The concept of promoting
home-grown youth players fol-
lows the Scottish FA's rule that
says at least two Scottish-bom
players under 21-years-of-age

. must be included in each first

team squad.

" "The move to harmonise in- I

ternational dates is to try to
{g‘niti thﬂl :Lumher of players
SSing club games to play in
friendlies. 8 e
The Association represents
the leagues of Austria, gclgium.
Denmark, England, France./
Germany, Greece, Italy,
Netherlands, Portugal, Scot-
land, $pain and Switzerland, is
officially recognised by UEFA.
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C‘aiu Husain (R) of Argentina and Mexico's Miguel Zepeda go for the ball during their
international friendly at Los Angeles on February 10. Argentina won 1-0.

— AFP photo

Argentina edge Mexico

LOS ANGELES,
Feb 11 (AP/Reut-
ers): Defender
Juan Sorin scored
in the 67th min-
ute as Argentina
disappointed a
record soccer crowd of 91, 585 at
the Los Angeles Coliseum with a
1-0 victory over Mexico in an
exhibition match Wednesday
night.

On a sequence beginning
with a free kick, Guillermo Bar-
ros Schellofto drove to the goal
from the left side, drawing Mex-
ican goalkeeper Jorge Campos
toward him. Campos deflected
Schellotio’s pass., but an on-
rushing Sorin put a diving
header into the unguarded net.

The Mexican team was
lethargic for most of the match
despite playing in front of an
overwhelmingly pro-Mexico
crowd. But the Mexicans
stepped up their attack follow-
ing the Argentine goal. A shot
by Juan Manuel Abundis in the
76th minute barely went wide of
the net, while his 83rd-minute
shot hit the crossbar.

Luis Hernandez's 79th-
minute shot eluded goalkeeper
German Burgos, but was cleared
away by defender Claudio Hu-

sain. -

Sergio Almaguer and Fran-
cisco Palencia took Mexico's fi-
nal shots in the 84th and 90th
minutes, with both going wide
of the goal. .

Argentina had the match's
first credible scoring chance in
the 56th minute. Martin
Palmero dribbled passed Mexi-
co's delence, but his shot from
inside the penalty area sailed
over the goal.

Players from each team drew
vellow cards during an unevent-
ful first half — Mexican de-
fender Claudio Suarez in the
13th minute and Argentine de-
fender Eduardo Berizzo in the
22nd.

A closed-circuit telecast of
the match was aired at the adja-
cent Spofts Arena to approxi-
mately 1.000 fans who were un-
able to be seated at the sold-out
Coliseum.

Argentina's roster included
only three members from last
year's World Cup team. Eight
players had never competed for
the national team since
Marcelo Bielsa became the
coach.

Nevertheless, Argentina
dominated a Mexican side that

had 11 World Cup veterans. Ar-
gentina used their superior
speed and anticipation to con-
trol midfield, win contested
balls and sabotage Mexico's
unimaginative attack.

One crucial Mexican player,
midfielder Ramon Ramirez.
missed the match with an in-

jury.

LINEUPS

MEXICO: Jorge Campos,
Pavel Pardo, Sergio Almaguer,
Duilio Davino, Miguel Zepeda,
German Villa (Salvador Car-
mona, 46th minute), Claudio
Suarez, Salvador Cabrera (Juan
Manuel Abundis, 46th), Fran-
cisco Palencia, Cuauhtemoc
Blanco, Luis Hernandez.

Coach: Manuel Lapunte,

ARGENTINA: German Bur-
gos, Claudio Husain, Eduardo
Berizzo, Walter Samuel!, Juan
Sorin, Leonardo Astrada, Diego
Cagna, Marcelo Gallardo (Jorge

San Esteban. 90th minute), -

Christian Bassedas [Sebastian
Mendez, 82nd), Guillermo Bar-
ros Schellotto, Martin
Palermo.
Coach: Marcelo Bielsa.
Referee: Richard Grady
(United States).

Italy, Holland fail
o find the net

e ¥ LONDON. Feh 11:
P Europe's two Wor-
ld Cup semifi-
nalists failed to
find the net in
their friendlies on
Wednesday, reports Reuters.

The Netherlands drew 0-0
with Portugal in a match played
in Paris while the World Cup's
third-place team Croatia lost 1-
0 at home to Denmark.

There was another goalless
draw in Pisa, where Italy failed
to repeat their World Cup vic-
tory over Norway while
Paraguay, one of nine teams
who reached the second round
of France '98 in action on
Wednesday lost 2-0 to Ireland in
Dublin.

In the night's two European
Championship qualifiers,
Cyprus beat San Marino 4-0 in
Nicosia to claim their biggest
ever international victory
while Yugoslavia cruised past
Malta 3-0 in Valetta.

While France were in action
against England in London,
Parisian fans had the chance to
watch Portugal and the Nether-
lands do battle in the Parc des
Princes,

And while there were no
goals, the 30,000 mostly Por-
tuguese crowd had plenty of ac-

1
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Mexico goalkeeper Jorge Campos

~ gentine attempt.

tion as both teams opted for all-
out attack,

Portuguese midfielder Paulo
Bento missed the best chance of
the night when he blasted a
volley over the bar in the first
halﬁy

But the Dutch also came
close, particularly after Real
Madrid midfielder Clarence
Seedorf and Utrecht striker
Michael Mols came on as sec-
ond half substitutes.

A lone 54th-minute goal by
Ebbe Sand sealed victory for
Denmark against Croatia but
the match was Interrupted for
12 minutes due to a power out-
rage.

Cold and heavy raln made
the pitch difficult Tor the play-
ers to control the ball, and in
the 83rd minute the bad
weather caused the lights at the
Poljud Stadion to go out — giv-
ing the players an unexpected
break.

Sand scored at the end of the
first half when he stole the ball
from Croatian defenders, then
ran 30 metres while shaking off
two defenders before calmly
lobbing the ball over keeper
Marijan Mrmic from close
range,

Croatia had earlier gone
close to scoring three times

. ”‘%ﬂr : |
( R ) dismisses an Ar-
— Internet photo

' bounced o

within the space of a minute,
but Manchester United goal-
keeper Peter Schmeichel
showed why he is one of the best
in the world.

Croatia striker and World
Cup hero Davor Suker went
closest in the 13th minute when
he intercepted a pass from
Schmeichel, but was too slow in
firing the shot, allowing his old
rival to run back and tip the
ball oul [rom the empty net.

Schmeichel then saved a
cheader by Zvonimir Soldo and
another Suker attempt, this one
from a free kick.

He was beaten in the 4l1st
minute, but Mario Stanic's left-
footed effort went centimetres
wide.

Croatian coach Miroslav
Blazevie made five changes to
his side in the second half, test-
ing several players ahead of
next month's Euro 2000 quali-
fier against Yugoslavia.

In Pisa Italy hit the wood-
work twice but failed to punc-
ture a stubborn Norwegian de-
fence.

Roberto Baggio curled a free
kick against the inside of
Thomas Myhre's left-hand post
in the fourth minute and Marco
Delbecchio later hooked a vol-
ley past Pﬁyhre but again it

the post and was
cleared.

Norway forced their wa
into the match in the secon
half but neither side created
clear cut chances.

Big blow for
Arsenal

LONDON, Feb 11(Reuters/ In-
ternet): English champions Ar-
senal, who had seven players in
Wednesday's international be-
tween England and France,
have paid a heavy price for
their involvement in the
match.

Skipper Tony Adams suf-
fered a broken nose, recalled
veteran defender Lee Dixon was
taken to hospital with concus-
sion and Martin Keown has
been sidelined for at least three
weeks with a hamstring injury.

On a brighter note, Arsenal
striker Nicolas Anelka scored
both of France's goals in their
2-0 win -- against second-half
substitute Nigel Martyn who re-
placed Anelka's Arsenal club-
mate David Seaman at half-
time.

Arsenal's French manager
Arsene Wenger said: "The in-
juries are a big worry for me
and Keown is the most serious --
he might be out for a month."

The injuries come at a hard
time for Arsenal who continue
the defence of the F.A. Cup with
a fifth round against Sheffield
United at Highbury on Saturday
and play Manchester United at
Old Trafford in a crucial pre-
mier league match next
Wednesday,

Arsenal have Frenchman
Emmanuel Petit, who came
through Wednesday's match un-
scathed, suspended for both
games.

, Nadeem . .

KOCHI. India, Feb 11: The
louring Pakistanis wasted use-
ful batting practice ahead of the
Asian Test Championships
when they were restricied to
247-9 in a three-day match here
today, reports AFP.

Stand-in captain Moin Khan
(67) and Inzamamul Haq (65)
were the only batsmen to come

ood against the young Test
opefuls of the Indian Board
President's Eleven on the first
day.

Veteran opener Saeed Anwar
failed to build on a sound start
of 40, while Shahid Afridi,
Yousuf Youhana and newcom-
ers Wajahatullah Wasti and
Mohammad Naveed went
cheaply.

Pakistan closed their in-
nings 15 minutes before stumps
and the home team openers
showed there were no hidden
terrors in the wicket by rattling
up 35 for no loss in eight overs
before close,

Gagan Khoda made 12 and
Shiv Sunder Das 14 as seamer
Azhar Mahmood, playing his
first match on the tour. con-
ceded 18 runs in three wayward
overs with the new ball.

Pakistan rested skipper
Wasim Akram, paceman Waqar
Younis, batsmen Ijaz Ahmed
and Salim Malik, and in-form
spinner Saqglain Mushtaq for
the warm-up game in this
southern coastal town.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the first day,
of the three-day match between
the Pakistan and Indian Board
President's Eleven on Thurs-
day:

PARISTAN: First innings
Naveed ¢ Khoda b Mohanty
Afridi ¢ Prasad b Shukla
Wasti ¢ Kanitkar b Kartik
Anwar ¢ Yadav b Kanitkar
Inzamamul ¢ Khoda b Shukla
Youhanae Das b
Ananthapadmanabhan
Moin Khan ¢ Kaif b Mohanty
Azhar Mahmood ¢ Prasad b
Shukla
Mushtaq st Prasad b Kartik
Shoalb not out
Extras: (Ib-2. nh-10) 12
Total: [for 9 wkis dec)

Did novdat: Nadeem Khan

Fall ol wkis: 1-17: 2-44: 3-94:
4-94; 5-157; 6-199; 7-205: 8-225:
9-247

o Ju REEE

Bowler O M R W
Mohanty 124 6 32 2
Shukla 12 2 55 3
Yadav 5 | 55 (0
Kartik 26 5 69 2
Kanitkar 6 0 21 1
Sehw ] 1 22 0
Anantha

padmanabhan 11 1 34 1
PRESIDENT'S ELEVEN:

First innings
Das not out 14
Khoda not out 122
Extras: (Lb-3, nb-6) 9
Total: (for no loss)
Bowler O
Akhtar | 3
Malimood 3
Mushtaq 1
1

Kumble keen to
have a hattrick

NEW DELHI, Febl1 [Reuters/
Internet); Indian leg-spinner
Anil Kumble said Wednesday he
now wants a hat-trick after his
10-wicket haul devastated Pak-
istan during their second Test
in India.

‘I want to perform a hat-
trick and fulfil my mother's
dream," Kumble told reporters
in the southern city of Banga-
lore.

"A hat-trick will make
someone very special very
happy -~ my mother. I want to
translate her dream into a real-
ity,” Kumble was quoted as
gaying by the Press Trust of In-

ia. -

The 28-year-old Kumble is
the only other cricketer to emu-
late Englishman Jim Laker's
feat 43 years ago of taking all 10
wickets in an innings.

The leg-spinner finished
Sunday with 10-74 from 26.3
overs as Pakistan, chasing a
stiff target of 420 collapsed
from 101-0 to 207 in the second
Test.

The effort not only enabled
India to square the short two-
match series, Pakistan's first
on Indian soil in 12 years, but
ensured man-of-the-mateh
Kumble a place in cricket's Hall
of Fame. !

‘It just happened. It even
surprised me ... [ never th{:-ught I
will take all the 10 wickets,” he
said.

"We will win the coming
world cup in the same fashion
as beating Pakistan in the re-
cent second Test," he said.

‘English soccer
too aggressive’

PARIS, Feb 11 (Reuters/ In-

- ternet): Chelsea's French inter-

national defender Marcel De-
sailly condemned English soc-
cer lor being too a ssive in
an interview published on
Wednesday,

The World Cup winning full-
back, expected to be in the
France line-up against England
al Wembley on Wednesday,
made his comments in the
French daily L'Equipe.

'Here (in England) it is too
aggressive, to the point that I'm
obliged to force myself to be
bad. But it's the only solution if
i;nu don't want to be eaten up,”

e said.

The former Marseille and
AC Milan player, who is con-
sidered a very solid player
E?gsica]ly.aédg;itted he had

n smg-l the aggressive
play in the premier league. He
also said that he was not too
interested in what was happen-
ing in the England's top divi-
sion, ,

'l must admit I'm not follow-
ing what's happening in the
premier league too closely. Ac-
tually, I'm rather interesied in
the Italian league and what
Marseille are d " he said.
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Which 'SW' will Australia turn to?

-—

MELBOURNE, Feh
11 {(AFP/Reuters):
Steve Waugh, the
fquiet man of Aus-
tralian cricket, or
| el Shane Wame. the
often cocky match winner. On
Friday, one of them will be
named captain of the squad fol-
lowing tﬁe resignation last
week of Mark Taylor.

Waugh is favoured 1o win the
job after 13 years of playing in-
ternational cricket for Aus-
tralia, but his recent injury
problems have opened the door
for Warne, his deputy in the
limited-overs side since Tay-
lcir‘s dumping from one-day
play.

L P

While Waugh has been side-
lined for nearly all of the tri-
series, Warne has done a ster-
ling job leading the side to six
consecutive wins and to within
ﬂn]i: victory of lifting the series
litle,

His attacking fields and ex-
troverted style of leadership
has been a revelation, but
Waugh has long been touted as
Taylor's successor. And Waugh
led the Australians to tri-series
success in Australia last year as
well as series wins in India and
Pakistan.

Warne says he doesn't expect
to be named skipper.

'It's nice to be spoken of as a
potential captain but I think
deep down Steve will be the next
captain of Australia.

‘It would be a huge honour,
it's a huge honour just to play
for Australia let alone captain
Australia, but [ just expect Steve
to be caplain.”

The leg spinner who has

taken more than 300 wickets in
68 Tests however, remains an
outsider to lead the team on the
forthcoming tour of the West
Indies.

"Tjust ect Steve to be cap-
lain basically. like everybody
clse does,” Warne said. "I'd like
to think I'm a chance. I think
I've grabbed my opportunity in
the one-dayers and done a
pretty good job."

Warne said both he and
Waugh had been relaxed in the
leadup to Friday's announce-

PAST CAPTAINS

Following is a chronological
list of Australian Test cricket
captains, with number of Test
matches as captain in brackets ;
Dave Gregory 1877-79 (3)
Billy Murdoch 1880-85 (14)
Tom Horan 1885 (2)
Hugh Massie 1885 (1)
John Blackham 1885,
1893-95 (8]
Henry "Tup" Scott 1886 (3)
Ferc:,r McDonnell 1886-88
6l
George Giffen 1894-95 (4)
Harry Trott 1896-98 (8)
Joe Darling 1899-1903,
1905 (21)
11. Hugh Trumble 1901-02 (2)
12. Monty Noble 1903-09 (15)
13. Clem Hill 1910-12 (10)
14. Syd Gregory 1912 (6)
15. Warwick Armstrong 1920-
21 [10)
16. Herbie Collins 1921-26 (11)
17. Warren Bardsley 1926 (2)
18. Jack Ryder 1928-29 (5)
19. Bill Woodfull 1930-34 (25)
20. Vic Richardson 1935-36 (5)
21. Don Bradman 1936-48 (24)
22. Bill Brown 1946 (1)
23. Ein;:isay Hassett 1949-53
4
24, Arthur Morris 1951-52,
1954-55 (2)
25, {an Johnson 1954-1957
17)
26. Ray Lindwall 1956-57 (1)
27. lan Craig 1957-58 (5)
28, R;:ié::h}iﬂ Benaud 1958-1964
8
29. Neil Harvey 1961 (1)
30. Bob Simpson 1963-67,
1977-78 (39)
31. Brian Booth 1965-66 (2)
32, Bill Lawry 1968-71 (26)
33 B Jarman 1968 (1)
4.
35
36.

ol Nm AN

[an Chappell 1971-75 (30)

Grﬁai Chappell 1975-82 (48}

Graham Yallop 1978-79 (7)

37. Kim Hughes 1978-80, 198]-
84 (28)

38. Allan Border 1984-94 (93)

39. Mark Taylor 1994-99 (50).

ment and dismissed and sug-
gestion of tension between the
pair as they both chase the most
prized fah in Australian sport.

‘A lot of people ask me if
Steve and [ are not talking and
that sort of stuff," he said.

"Well, we've known each
other for 10 years and are very
good [riends and I will have no
problem playing under Steve
and I don't think he would have
any problems playing under me
if I was to get it."

The two have contrasting
personalities, with Waugh the
introverted batsman who likes
to lead by example and Warne
the extroverted leg spinner not
frightened to take a gamble.

STEVE WAUGH

AL 29, Warne is considered a
longer-term proposition that
33-year-old Waugh.

Warne is still tainted by his
involvement with an illegal
bookmaker and his lack of ex-

erience as skipper is also
ikely 1o count against him.

His reputation was severely
damaged by admissions he ac-
cepted money from an Indian
bookmaker for information on
pitch and weather conditions
during Australia’s 1994 tour of
Pakistan — although the selec-
tors have said the issue would
have no bearing on the leader-
ship.

Waugh, current Test vice-
captain and I’Eﬁlﬂﬂ[ skipper of
the one-day side, remains the
popular favourite for the job.

The 33-year-old veteran of
111 Tests is the most experi-
enced player in the squad. He is
both an accomplished and
highly respected player, with
more than 7,000 runs and 17
centuries to his credit.

Second final at Melbourne today

SYDNEY, Feb 11
[AP/AFP): Round
1 went Lo Shane
Warne. Now the
war ol ‘'words be-
lween _the Aus
tralian skipper and England's
Nasser Hussain is set for a
return engagement in Friday's
second limited-overs cricket
final.

England was cruising to-
wards victory in the opening fi-
nal at 198-4 Wednesday at the
Sydney Cricket Ground when
Hussain, adrenalin pumping af-
ter a running spat with Warne,
tried to dispatch him into the
Members' stand,

He succeeded only in being
stumnped by Adam Gilchrist for
58 at a time when eight more
overs of ones and twos would
have given England a 1-0 lead
heading to the Melbourne
Cricket Ground.

Hussain's dismissal trig-
ered a collapse of 6-5 in 22
alls and Warne admitted the

verbal joust had helped turn the
lide Australia's way.

"He hit me for four, slgf
swept, and I said 'Well, you're al-
lowed to get one out of 20' and

e il

the next minute he just kept
going,” Warne said,

'l wasn't exactly sure what
was happening ... he was pretty
fired up and he's allowed to he. 1

was just trying to get ugaﬁéat’hc:ihﬁ |
o do

a bit, at that stage we
something and I thought maybe
there was a rash shot coming,
"Sometimes you do anything
to get a wicket and that might
have been something that
changed the game a little bit. As
it turned out he played an ordi-

nary shot and may be that was
from creating pressure."

There can be no doubt Warne
will test Hussain with similar
tactics in Melbourne, his home
town. .

The Australians, without

Michael Bevan (dislocated fin-
er), flew out of Sydney on

ursday morning to welcome
Queensland allrounder Stuart
Law into the squad.

Bevan hit an unbeaten 69 off
74 balls in Australia's winnin
232 for eight in the first fin
and ﬁrabhed the man of the
match honour,

But he will be sidelined for
the rest of the finals series after

Aussies look to wrap it up

he almost had his right middle
[inFer snapped off by a viclous
pull shot from England captain
Alec Stewart in the fifth over of

» England's chase,
¥ “Befvan wasto seea s

: cialist
at -a- Sydney hospital today
while Law rushed from his
Queensland home to join the
Australian team as it prepares
to try and wrap up the finals 2-
0.

The call-up will give Law an-
other chance to impress the se-
lectors as they prepare to name
Australia's side for the World
Cup in England later this year.

Warne said he regarded Enfg—
land as a major contender for
the World Cup, regardless of the
outcome in Friday's second fi-
nal. An England win would
force a third and deciding
match on Sunday, also at Mel-
bourne. |

"I think ourselves, South
Africa and India are probably
the three leading sides and 1
think Sri Lanka, if they can

have Aravinda de Silva fit and
find another bowler, will be a
big chance to retain it," Warne
said.

COLOMBO, Feb 11:
. The Sri Lankan
' cricket  board
Wednesday fired
another salvo at
_ the game's gover-
ning body lollowing the coun-
try's disastrous tour of Aus-
tralia, while skipper Arjuna
Ranatunga vowed never to play
there again, reports AFP.

Sri Lankan cricket chief
Thilanga Sumathipala said the
board had complained to the In-
ternnational Cricket Council
(ICC) about a South African
match referee before he held an

inquiry into skipper Rana-

umathipala was highly
critical of ICC match referee Pe-
ter van Der Merwe, saying he
was biased against leg-spinner
Muttiah Muralitharan and that
the Sri Lankan board hatl no
confidence in him.

"The match referee himself
had violated the ICC code of
conduct by giving an interview
to an Australian television sta-
tion about Muralitharan."
Sumathipala said here Wednes-
day.

y'_'ufan der Merwe later found

BCCSL's fresh attack on ICC

Ranatunga guilty of violating
the ICC code of conduct during a
match against Australia in the
current tri-nations tournament
which includes England.

The Sri Lankan skipper was
glven a six-match suspension —

suspended for 12 months as
lnnf as he does not re-offend —
an

fined 72 per cent of his

match fee by Van der Merwe.

"We were worried because we
didn't want to expose our na-
tional captain to a releree
whom we have no confidence
in," Sumathipala said.
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CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer ¢
“ACR barrier verse 1998

1HE;“;E 30 Leonine  BO Wears out 10 Unctuous
marginalia  vocabu- 59 Martini 11 — River,

4 Actress lary ingredient  NJ i 19
Bialik 38 Hiatus DOWN 16 Fire-

9 Obtained 40"—-Tiki"* 1 Run for wood? 1

12 Artesian 41 Divulge exercise 20 Hoslery -

‘approval 43 Grumpy 2 "— Town" mishap

13 Down — 3 Draw 21 Frost
knee ion? 4 Norman 22 Shake-

14 Camival 45 Golfer's Bates' q:un - .
locale alter ego? llain

15 Very 47 Bill 5 Ticked off 23 Mama- T ' a4
success- 48 Ms. 6 Whom duke, for
fully Gardner Uncle Sam : one a7

17 Shade 49 Ursa Major wanted 27 See 26
source 54 Golf target 7 Central Across 1

18Yon = 55'The— 8 Disunited 29 On
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19 Montai beest n, ve
ouput 57Pralseln  weeksn “m s il -
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