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Russian Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov (left) and
speaker of the Duma Gennady Seleznyov (2nd left) are at
a meeting with parliament leaders in the Duma, Russian

parliament's lower house,

in Moscow Wednesaday.

Primakov met with leaders of parliament factions to
discuss a political truce among President Boris Yeltsin's

administration, parliament and the Cabinet. — AFP photo

Assad to serve fifth term in office;

Syrian President Hafez Al-Assad won 99.98 per cent of the votes
cast in yesterday's referendum on whether he should serve a
fifth seven-year term in office, Interior Minister Mohammad
Harba announced today, reports AFP from Damescus.

Millions of Syrians went to the polls yesterday in a refer-
endum in which the 69-year-old Assad was the sole candidate.

vows to support Jordan: i-.q

vowed yesterday to keep up its support for neighbouring Jordan,
a]thuugﬁ Baghgad‘s regctlijun to ‘EE death of %ng Hussein has
been muted, AFP says from Baghdad.

Baghdad will "continue to cooperate with Jordan in line with
its vision which consists of putting Arab interests above all
other considerations”, said Babel newspaper, a daily owned by
Saddam'’s son Uday.

F]'I'e iIl R“SSia Clai]]:ls 18 ].i.V'ES: At least

18 people were killed and dozens more were injured and missing

esterday after one of the deadliest fires in Russia's post-Soviet
iistury swept thmu%l_} a police station in the Volga city of
Samara, reports AFP from Samara.

The blaze broke out early Wednesday evening and quickly
engulfed the five-storey interior ministry building in the central
Russian city, sending several people jumping to their deaths and
landing scores more in hospital. The fire raged for almost 12
hours before finally being doused early yesterday by firefighters.
Interior ministry officials put the initial toll at 18, with around
50 others hospitalised,

. L ] -
Strike observed in Kashmir:
Separatist groups in India's northern Jammu and Kashmir
state held a-day-long strike yesterday in memory of the 1984
hanlgjing of a leader who was the first to call for an independent
Kashmir, AP says from Srinagar.

Political leaders and common people filed into the
headquarters of the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front to
pay tribute to Mohamamd Magbool Bhat, the founder of the
party. Crowds outside shouted independence slogans, drawing
police who fired tear gas to disperse the protesters.

Myanmar destroys opium fields:

Myanmar's military government has eradicated S 2,472
hectares of opium poppies during the last three months, the
state-run New Light of Myanmar reported yesterday, AP says
from Bangkok.

Myanmar, also known as Burma, is the world's largest
producer of opium, the raw material for heroin. Much of the
crop destruction took place in Shan State, where most of the
ngium in Myanmar is grown, and the military is conducting an
offensive against ethnic rebels.

from the
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The BangkuE Post newspaper announced Thursday that three of
its journalists have resigned in connection with a pair of
alleged bribery cases, AP says from Bangkok.

Allegations that two reporters for the English-language
daily had taken bribes or were involved in "inappropriate
action” surfaced in another newspaper and in a recent
parliamentary no-confidence motion against the government.
In a front-page statement published Thursday, the newspaper
said that the allegations "were taken very seriously" and had
been F;_mhﬂd by senior management. None of the journalists was
identified,

China sentences 13 to death: .

Beljing Intermediate People's Court has sentenced 13 people to
death, including a teenager accused of murdering his mother,
the official newspaper Beijing Morning Post reported yesterday,
AP reports from E!n.a-ijmgij

Zhu Yu, now 19, didn't get along with his mother and along
with a high school friend Cui Nan plotted her March 26, 1998,
murder, the report said, The Intermediate Court on Wednesday
sentenced both Zhu and Cui to death, citing the heinous nature
of their crime, the report said. The court also sentenced 11
others convicted of murder and armed robbery to death

Wednesday, it said.
[ ] "

153 more quit Suu Kyi's arty:
Another 153 members of Myanmar opposition leader Aung San
Suu Kyi's political party have resigned, the state-run New Light
of Mﬁanmar reported yesterday, AP says from Bangkok.

The paper said 125 members in the southern city of Myeik,
also known as Mergui, and 28 members from the South
Okkalapa district of Yangon quit "because they no longer

wished to participate in party politics."

[ ] L ] - ]
Encephalitis claims 8 in Vietnam:
Eight children have died from encephalitis in the southern
province of Kien Giang, hospital officials said yesterday, AFP
says from Hanoi.,

The eight children, aged from one to four years old, died
within days of being admitted to the hospital, experienc high
fever and convulsions and falling into a coma. An official from
Kien Giang ai::rmrincial hospital said four more children had
been hospitalised one of whom is in critical condition.

4 ki]l&:l iIl Mallila lalldS]ide: Four peo-

le were killed and 10 others are still missing after landslides
it the southern province of Bukidnon yesterday, the National
Disaster Coordinating Council said, feports AFP from Manila.
Heavy rains in the area triggered the landslides in San Fer-
nando town as rocks and mud crushed several houses. instantly
killing four people including an eight-year-old boy, the agency

said. The delfence department has ordered search and rescue op-

erations in case there are still survivors under the rubble.

ok Post: |

Iraq retains capability to

produce N-arms: IAEA

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 10:
Calling for unannounced in-
spections to detect any signs of
a renewed Iraqi nuclear pro-
gramme, the International
Atomic Energy Agency says it
assumes Baghdad retains the
capability to produce atomic
weapons, reports AP,

In a report to a panel being
created by the UN Security
Council to assess Iraq's disar-
mament, the IAEA said nuclear
inspectors have found no indi-
cation that Baghdad has re-
tained prohibited nuclear ma-
terial or equipment to make
WEAPOTS.

But the report, which was ob-
tained Wednesday, stressed that
this "is not the same as a state-
ment of their ‘non-existence.”

In drafting a long-term nu-
clear monitoring programme,
the IAEA said it is prudent to

assume "that Iraq has retained
documents of its clandestine
nuclear programmnie, specimens
of important components and
possibly amounts of non-en-
riched uranium.”

"It is similarly assumed that
Irag retains the capability to
exploit, for nuclear weapons
purposes, any relevant materi-
als or technology to which it
may gain access in the future,”
the IAEA said.

Inspectors from the IAEA
and the UN Special Commis-
sion, which is charged with
eliminating Iragq's chemical
and bioclogical weapons and
long-range missiles;, were
pulled out of Iraq just before the
United States and Britain
launched airstrikes in mid-De-

cember.
The lragi government has

banned the Special Commis-

sion, known as UNSCOM, from
returning, but has not ruled out
a return of the IAEA,

The report submitted to the
council Monday by the [AEA's
Director General Mchamed El-
Baradei said "it is essential that
the IAEA return to Iraq as soon
as possible.”

It is impossible to say at the
moment whether Iraq remains
in compliance with UN resolu-
tions calling for the elimina-
tion of its nuclear programme
because inspectors have not
been there for nearly two
mornths, the report said.

As a first step towards a new
Iraq policy, the Security Coun-
cil agreed on Jan. 30 to estab-
lish three panels to assess
Iraq’s relations with the United
Nations, The disarmament
panel is to make recommenda-
tions by April 15 on re-estab-

lishing an effective disarma-
ment programime in Iraq,

The IAEA report called for
continued comprehensive
monitoring in the future, in-
cluding unfettered access to any
site and unannounced inspec-
lions, in order to provide "a sig-
nificant probability of detect-
ing prohibited equipment, ma-
terials or activities.”

The agency pointed to three
areas where questions remain
about Iraq's nuclear pro-

ramme which add to the need
or intrusive monitoring.

The IAEA estimated the cost
of implementing a long-term
monitoring and verification
programme at about dlrs 10
million, not including the lo-
gistical support and other assis-
tance which had been provided
by UNSCOM,

Observation by Pak SC judge

Doctrine of Necessity should
be buried forever

ISLAMABAD, Feb 11: A se-
nior judge of Pakistani
Supreme Court has observed
that the "Doctrine of Necessity,"
on the basis of which the over-
throw of the Zulfikar Al
Bhutto regime was upheld in
1979, should be h'l.ll'lECF for ever,
reports PTL

Doctrine of Necessity should
be buried for ever as the country
needs strong doses of constitu-
tionalism, Justice Nasir Aslam
Zahid, a member of the nine-
mermnber bench headed by Chief
Justice Ajmal Mian, observed
while hearing a petition on the
establishment ﬂ?emilitary trial
courts (MCTS) on Tuesday.

Stating that the country did
not need any Doctrine of Neces-
sity, Justice Nasir quoted Jus-
tice Mohammad Afzal Zullah
who had said that Pakistan did
not need adhocism but strong
doses of constitutionalism.

Justice Irshad Hasan Khan,
another member of the bench,
however, observed that any
temporary action, which could
help control the situation
should be accepted as a lesser
evil.

If the situation was so bad
that it might result in full fledge
Martial Law, establishment of
military courts for a temporary

eriod should be accepled as a
esser evil, Justice Irshad ob-
served reminding the counsel of
the apex court decision in the
Nusrat Bhutto case wherein
military rule was validated un-
der the Doctrine of Necessity.

After a two-year battle be-
tween the ousted Zulfikar Alj
Bhutto family and the Martial
Law authorities, the supreme
court in 1979 had involved a
Doctrine of Necessity's to up-
hold the overthrowing of an
elected government.

11 low-caste

Hindus shot
dead in Bihar

PATNA, India, Feb 11: Gun-
men who fight for landlords
shot dead 11 members of India's
lowest class Thursday and in-
jured five others in the eastern
state of Bihar, police said. re-
ports AP.

The victims were sleeping
when they were attacked by 100
heavily armed men early in the
morning in Narainpur, a vil-
lage 90 kilometres east of the
state capital, Patna,

Bihar Police Chief K A Jacob
said the attackers were mem-
bers of the Ranvir Sena, an
army employed by feudal land-
lords, Press Trust of India re-
ported.

Narainpur is localed in the
district of Jehanabad in rural
Bihar where there have been a
series of fatal clashes between
the Ranvir Sena and commu-
nist-backed militias supporting
landless workers, mostly Dalits
— Indians considered the lowest
class because they are without
caste. Dalit means "oppressed
one."

Sacking of spiritual leader
Tension prevails
in Punjab

NEW DELHI, Feb 11: Ten-
sions were running high today
in the Indian Sikh-majority
state of Punjab, amid the esca-
lation of a bitter row between
Sikhdom's top political and
spiritual leaders, reports AFP.

The dispute has pitted mod-
erates loyal to Punjab Chief
Minister Prakash Singh Badal,
a%ajnst hardline supporters of
Bhai Ranjit Singh, who heads
the spiritual body overseeing
the management of Sikh
shrines, including the famed
Golden Temnple.

Today, Ranjit Singh was
fightln% a rearguard actiomn,
having been sacked by a major-
ity vote of his own executive
committee,

"They are doing it at Badal's
bidding simply because I did not
tow the line of the chief minis-
ter.,” Ranjit Singh was quoted as
saying by the Times of India
daily.

Qatari women
first in Arab

monarchy to

run for office

DOHA, Feb 11: Whether as
candidates or just voters, Qatari
women will for the first time in
a Gulf Arab monarchy take part
in a real election on March 8,
reports AFP.

Six women have already
come forward as candidates
along with almost 200 men to
contest the polls for a new 29-
member municipal council for
Doha and the surrounding area.

These elections will under-
line the right to take part for
almost half of society," said
Juhaina Saif Al-lssa, Dean of
the Sociology Faculty at Qatar
University,

The women candidates,
mostly university academics,
said their immediate family or
tribe had not raised objections,
althongh some friends had
mocked or criticised their deci-
sion to run for office.

In an opinion poll in Al-
Watan newspaper, 72 per cent of
women said they were in favour
of taking part in the vote.

Relatives of ethnic Albanians killed in a January 15 massacre, cry as the coffins of the

dead " are being brought in Racak, southern Kosovo Wednesday. The 40 coffins were taken
today to the southern Kosovo town for burial, from Pristina aboard four trucks under

diplomatic escort provided by the Kosovo Verification Mission.

—AFP photo

Lanka asks HR groups to
witness excavation of
alleged mass grave on Mar 5

COLOMBO, Feb 11: Sri
Lanka's government announced
Thursday it would begin exca-
vating the site where 300 Tamil
civilians believed murdered by
the military may be buried, and
invited human rights groups
and journalists to witness the
investigation, reports AP.

The excavation, set for
March 5 in the Jaffna Penin-
sula, will be done by a team of
scientists from two local uni-
versities and government
forensics experts under the su-
pervision of a local magistrate.

‘With a view to be transpar-
ent on the allegations against
the armed forces, the govern-
ment will permit local and for-
eign non-governmental organi-
zations to engage the services of
independent forensic experts to
observe the exhumation. Local
and foreign media can also
cover the exhumation." the for-
eign ministry said.

A site near the town of

Chemmani is believed to con-
tain bodies of about halfl the 600
Tamils who disappeared from
military custody after govern-
ment troops captured the
peninsula in early 1996. Jaffna,
a Tamil-majority area, was a
stronghold of Tamil Tiger

uerillas fighting for a separate

omeland for minority Tamils.

A soldier convicted last July
of rape and murder of a family
of Tamils tuldgudges he had
helped bury bodies near Chem-
mani. The area is about 300
kilometres (186 miles) north of
the capital, Colombo.

Tamils say they face dis-
critnination by the majority
Sinhalese, who control the gov-
ernment and military. Over
57.000 people have died in the
insurrection since 1983 in this
country off India's southern
coast,

The government first or-
dered an inguiry in July into
the mass graves allegations.

Talbott voices optimism

India, Pakistan working to

ease fear of N-arms race

WASHINGTON. Feb 11! India
and Pakistan's leaders are
working to build support in
their countries for steps that
would ease concerns about a re-
gional nuclear arms race, US
Deputy Secretary of State
Strobe Talbott said on Wednes-
day, reports Reuters.

After a 10-day trip to South
Asia, he said he had "a clearer
sense now of not only what the
iwo prime ministers want to
achieve, working with their
parliaments, but also a rough
calendar on when they might be
able 1o achieve it."

Talbotl, addressing the
Overseas Writers Group. refused
Lo be specific, but he said his
latest trip to New Delhi and Is-
lamabad had achieved enough
Fmgress to warrant planning
or a ninth round of talks.

The United States has bheen
leading an International effort
to persuade -India and Pakistan

to sign the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT) and take
other steps to reduce the risk of
g nuclear arms race since the
two South Asian states con-
ducted tit-for-tat nuclear tests
last May.

After years of deriding the
CTBT. the prime ministers of
India and Pakistan, under in-
ternational pressure, indicated
last September Lhey would sign
the pact by September 1999.

But Washington has pressed
lor quicker, more definitive ac-
tion and US officials in recent
days said India told Talbott it
would sign "in the springtime."

The United States has said it
would ease economic sanctions
on both countries if they signed
the treaty and took other sieps.
like forswearing deployment of
nuclear armis.

Because both countries are
democracies, Talbott said: "We

have to be sensitive to the need
that both prime minister have
to work with their parliaments
and their parliamentary oppo-
sitiors.

'l am convinced that both
prime ministers are doing so,
That means they are trying to
build up the requisite political
support [or a [;rugress of the
kind that we believe is very
niuch in their interest as well as
ours,” he said,

Talbott has been pressing
India and Pakistan to define
what they mean when they say
their goal i1s a nuclear pro-
gramme that affords them
"minimal deterrence."

He also said he did not expect
further nuclear tests by India,
something Pakistani Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif recently
expressed concern about.

Habibie favours independence
for East Timor

JAKARTA, Feb 11; Indone-
sian President BJ Habibie indi-
cated Thursda that he
favoured independence for East
Timor and said its political fu-
ture could be determined by the
end of the year, reports AP,

‘If someone asks me about
East Timor, my suggestion is,
Fim them freedom. It is just and
air,” Habibie told a business
delegation at the State Palace.

"We don't want to be bothered
by East Timor's problem any-
more by Jan. 1, 2000," Habibie
said. "We will fully concentrate
on the interests of our remain-
ing 26 provinces."

He did not elaborate. How-
ever he also sald Indonesia's
other 26 provinces had been
unified since independence in
1845 and for 350 years of Dutch
colonial rule before that.

Indonesia has offered (o
withdraw from East Timor and
declare it independent if the
East Timorese reject an alter-
native autonomy deal for the
hall-island territory.

The autonomy offer is now
the subject of ongoing UN-spon-
sored negoliations between In-

donesia and Portugal, East
Timor's former colonial mas-
ter.

Indonesia invaded in 1975
and declared East Timor its
27th province in 1976. Since
then it has been wracked by
guerrilla war and human rights

abuses,
Japan will lift
sanctions 1f India
signs CTBT

NEW DELHI, Feb 11; Japan's
envoy to India said Thursday
that his country would lift eco-
nomic sanctions imposed on
India after its nuclear tests last
May only if India signed and
ratified the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty, reports AP,

The United States, which
sent Deputy Secretary of State
Strobe Talbott into emergency
negotiations with India and
Pakistan following their tests,
appears convinced India will
sign the CTBT later this year.
Pakistan has said it will sign
when India does.

Clinton admn asserts authority to
send US ground troops to Kosovo

WASHINGTON, Feb 11; The
Clinton administration, risk-
ing a blow up with Capitol Hill,
says it has the Constitutional
power to send American ground
troops to Kosovo in a NATO
peacekeeping force without
Congress' approval, reports AP.

Citing Bosnia as a precedent,
Undersecretary of State
Thomas Pickering told a skep-
tical House committee on
Wednesday "there is ample
Constitutional precedent for
this type of action.”

But Rep Tom Campbell, one
of several International Rela-
tions Committee members who
were cool to the idea, challenged
the senior State Department of-
ficial. "Previous Constitutional
violations do not justify subse-
quent ones.”

Meanwhile, Deputy Secre-
tary of State Strobe Talbott told
reporters that President Clin-
ton was pondering whether a
civilan European force
backed by US air and naval

ower "over the horizon" ht
the way to monitor a settle-

ment of the Kosovo conflict.
However, Talbott said “there

is a high degree of skepticism

that this is sufficient" and some

‘kind of ground force would be

necessary.

Serb and ethnic Albanians
are in negotiations at Ram-
bouillet, some 40 miles from
Paris, on a formula to end a
Kearlnng war in Kosovo that

as claimed more than 2.000
lives.

The peacekeeping force
would assist local police in
monitoring a settlement. Tal-
bott said Serb troops must be
withdrawn except along the
border.

Clinton also sent US ground
troops to Bosnia after an ethnic
war in the former Yugoslav re-
public was settled in November
1995.

There were 22,000 Ameri-
cans on duty at one point, The
number has been reduced to
about 6,900,

Several Republicans ;Jn the

House committee told Pickering

that Clinton needed Congres-

sional consent for troops in
Kosovo.
‘I'm concerned about the
constifutional process and
whether it's a vital national in-
terest to devote such a large
Enrﬁun of our military capa-
ilities to keeping the peace at
two places in the Balkans," Rep
Doug Bereuter, R-Neb, said at a
hearing.

Pickering insisted "NATO's .
credibility as the guarantor of
peace in Europe is at stake.”

He insisted that no final de-
cision had been taken and that
no US ground troops would be
sent without a peace agreement.

The committee chairman,
Rep Benjamin A Gilman. dis-
missed the peace proposal ad-
vanced by the United States,
Russia, Britain, France, Ger-
many and Italy as "no more
than a holding action,"

"Such solutions do not elim-
inate the underlying problem:

‘they promise to drag on indefi-

nitely, ‘at high cost to our o

_nation,” Gilman said. ‘

3

Jordanians

AMMAN, Feb 11: Nearly half
the Jordantan population will
have streamed through
Amman's palaces to ofler their
condolences te King Abdullah
[1. the late King Hussein's eldest
son, and Queen Noor. his
widow, by the end of Thursday,
reports AFP.

Some two million
Jordanians, almost half of the
country’'s 4.6 million people,
are expected to have passed
thr{:-th the palace gates by the
end of the evening, according to
unofficial estimates.

Raghadan and Zahran
palaces opened their doors for
the third and final day
Thursday to welcome thou-
sands of mourners from across
Jordan who continue to ?uc Lo
express their sympathy for the
royal family,

Hundreds of Jordanian men
who could not get to see King
Abdullah Wednesday due to the
snaking queues decided 1o
spend the night outside the
Raghadan palace gates to be

Thursday
new King Abdullah

e

Jordanian soldiers try to stop Jordanian women outside the Zahran palace in Amman
who flocked to Amman's palaces to pay condolences

first in line on Thursday.

Meanwhile, thousands of
women who were still queuing
Wednesday night outside the
Zahran palace where Queen
Noor has been receiving female
mourners were turned away
when the gates closed at 7:00
p.m, (1700 GMT).

King Abdullah and Queen
Noor, along with Jordan's full
complement of princes and
princesses, have embraced and
shaken the hands of hundreds
ol thousands of ordinary
Jordanians since the Raghadan
and Zahran palaces opened
their doors on Tuesday, the day
alter Hussein's funeral.

The period ol official
mourning will end Thursday
evening butl government offices
and most shops will only re-

sopen Saturday, Friday being a

holy day.

An extended 40-day period of
national mourning will con-
tinue until mid-March while
the royal palages will mourn

e

_________
Pt

R

he had held for 34 years.

k to console Abdullah, Noor

for three months from King
Hussein's death on February 7.

Around mid-May when the
three months are up, an official
ceremony of investiture for the
new king will be organised, a
top dJordanian official told
AFP,

"That will allow the an-
niversary of Abdullah's acces-
sion to the throne to be cele-
brated on a different date from
the annivers of his father's
death,” the official said.

He did not rule out the pos-
sibility that Abdullah would
also then proclaim his wife,

Princess Rania. Queen of
Jordan.
King Hussein, died on

Sunday after losing a seven
month battle against cancer. He
named Abdullah heir to the
throne in a surprise move just
two weeks before his death after
dismissing his younger brother
Hassan ibn Talal from the post

to the royal family and the
—AFP photo

Iran celebrates 20th
anniversary of the

Islamic Revolution

TEHRAN, Feb 11: Verses
from the Quran read over
mosque loudspeakers echoed
through the ciﬁita] Thursday as
hundreds of thousands of Ira-
nians gathered at Tehran's
Freedom Square to mark the
20th anniversary of the Islamic
Revolution, reports AP,

Helicopters hovering above
showered the sgquare with
colourful leaflets and free soft
drinks and sweets were dis-
tributed.

About 30 soldiers
parachuted onto the square, a
symbol of Iran's 1979 revolu-
tion that toppled the pro-West-
ern monarchy of the shah and
installed a clergy-led regime.

"People are the most valu-
able capital of the revolution,”
said one set of leaflets, quotin
President Mohamma
Khatami, who was to address
the crowds in the square later
Thursday.

In a message to the nation on
the eve of the anniversary,
Iran's supreme leader, Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei, said: "Our
great revolution marched on its
arduous road with pride and
confidence" despite "hostile
acts' by the United States.

"The pioneer and harbinger
of irreconcilable enmity (with
Iran) was the American gov-
ernment and its Zionist ap-
Rindix in the Middle East,"

elﬂmmei added. alluding to Is-
rael.

The anniversary festivities,
which build to a crescendo
Thursday, Feb. 1, the day
the late Ayatollah Ruholla
Khomeini, the father of the rev-
olution, returned to Iran from
15 years in exile,

On Feb. 11, the 38-year rule
of Shah Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi collapsed.

Despite several parades and
street decorations — lights,
flags, banners and a(smsters of
Khomeini — that adorn trees
and walls — the festivities are
rather tame. Iran's economic
woes, caused by record-low oil
prices, have forced the govern-

ment tocut s
But the fcﬂtiviﬁ-a included

! several firsts for the Islamic re-

. streets like a roaring

public. Actors dressed as US
cartoon characters Mickey
Mouse and Bugs Bunny and a
variety of animals sang and
danced in a carnival-like pa-
rade,

There was also a pop concert
and Italian composer and
singer Franco Battiato is to per-
form in Tehran for three nights
next week.

Such events point to how
much the government's restric-
tions on music and dance have
been eased since the reform-
minded Khatami, accused by Is-
lamic hard-liners of undermin-
inF the revolution by relaxing
Islamic social restrictions,
took office in 1997.

State-run television broad-
cast Thursday's events on Free-
dom Square live, The coverage
was interspersed with footage
from the days of the revolution
~— mostly mobs clashing with
troops of the shah's regime.

"People will flow in the
flood,"
Tehran radio said, promising
that this year's annivers
will be "more glorious" than
previous ones,

Feb. 11 is an official holiday
and this year's celebrations,
which fall on the anniversary
of the death of a Shiite Muslim
saint, Imam Jafar Sadeq, are
less festive than usual. '

BJP tries to
wo0 Mamata

into cabinet

CALCUTTA, Feb 11: BJP yes-
terday made fresh efforts to
ersuade the Trinamool
ongress to join the Vajpayee
government with the tance
of majority of its demands
contained in the 'Bengal
package," reports PTI.

Urging Trinamool Congress
chairperson Mmth ta Banerjee
to cipate in the ru]h:g P-
Iedpg":li on, prime minister's
special emissary Promode Ma-
hajan said "why seek assistance
from outside, join us in the gov-
ernment."”



