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Taliban rule out Bin
Laden's extradition

KABUL, Feb 10: Alghanis-
tan's Taliban militia toda
ruled out extradition of Saudi
dissident Osama Bin Laden,
saying such a request was illog-
ical, reports Reuters.

The United States has ac-
cused Bin Laden of master-
minding the bomb attacks on
US embassies in Kenya and
Tanzania last August that
killed 263 people.

It has offered a reward of 5
million dollars for informa-
tion leading to his arrest and
conviction,

"This is not rational to sa
that Osama should be expelled,
extradited or handed over. Any
move on these lines against
Osama will cause a lot of re-
senitiment and a chaotic situa-
tion among the Afghans and the
whole Muslim world,” Taliban
spokesman Mullah Abdul Haye
Mutmaen told Reuters.

Mutmaen was speakinﬁ by
telephrnie from the southern
Afghian town of Kandahar after
the Taliban leadership there
considered a letter sent by the
United States.

The letter was handed over

Boat sinks in
Indonesia:
280 missing

JAKARTA; Feb 10: At least
people are missing after an In-
donesian boat carrying more
than 300 people sank off Borneo
on Saturday, a port official said
today, reports AFP.

The official said a passing
cargo ship rescued 19 people but
at least 280 people were still
missing. [t was not clear
whether all were feared dead or
whether some swam ashore.

to Taliban envoy Mullah Abdul
Jalil during a meeting with
Deputy US Secretary of State
Karl Inderfurth in Pakistan
last week.

Neither side has disclosed
the contents of the letter. but
the Pakistan-based news ser-
vice Afghan Islamic Press said
on Saturday that Washington
had(}])rupnsed the Taliban either
hand over Bin Laden to the
United States or to Saudi Ara-
bia, or expel him.

"No Muslim or Afghan would
accept the handing over of
Osama. We guarantee we will
control his political and mili-
tary activities," Mutmaen said.

Only 12 days
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closed business, offices and
production for three c‘Iﬁgs at a
stretch ending today., en the
mnﬂng Friday and Saturday
are added, the country will have
seernn an effective shutdown for
five-days at a stretch.

The Opposition has also re-
portedly kept another four days
of hartal on its anvil. This
wonld see a national shutdown
for 96 hours beginning Febru-
ary 22. Hence. In reality the na-
tion would be closed for busi-
ness and any worthwhile pro-
duction for a complete week,
since Lhe proposed 96 hour
hartal would be preceded by the
normal two day weekly closure
and the Ekushey February hol-
iday.

In fact since the spell ofjEid
holidays starting on the 18  of
last month, few working days
were available before political
programimes started another
spree ol disrupted working

days.

Opposition 'not aware'
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demned police action and
armed attacks allegedly by
Awami League activists on the
opposition men in Dhaka and
other parts of the country on
the second day of the three-day
shutdown.

The BNP secretary general
claimed that at least 500 oppo-
sition workers were injured in
attacks at the capital, Savar,
Chittagong, Chuadanga, Bhola,
Joypurhat and some other
places. BNB offices were ran-
sacked and torched at Bhola
and Pabna. he alleged,

Among the injured the in-
jured. Bhuiyan said, Savar BNP
MP Dr. Dewan Mohammad
Salahuddin sustained a bullet
injury in one of his hands.

He thanked the people for
“observing the hartal despite
attacks by the AL goons and the
police”.

Bhuiyan said their present
agitation is aimed towards
holding a free and fair election.
For this end they have raised
some simple demands includ-
ing resignation of the Chiel
Election Commissioner, Mo-
hammad Abu Hena. introduc-
tion of voters™ ID cards and the
establishment of a congenial
political atmosphere.

“Hena is not so indispens-
able that his removal will
throw the country into a dead-
lock,” he commented,

About the voters’ ID cards,
he said the project on the mat-
ter was progressing and “we
want it to be expedited”,

Speaking of the political
atmosphere. he claimed that
the practice ol freeing the polit-
ical detainees by having bails
granied for them had been there
in the country since Pakistan
erda.

“But unfortunately, the gov-
ernment is tyrannizing the Op-
posilion in stead of accepting
its demands.”

"The more government re-
pression there will be, the more
our agitation will be intensi-
fied," he said. He once again
told the government to stop all
kinds repressive measures or
consequently bear all losses to
be caused by the hartals. And he
called upon the police 1o stop
being used as tools for hostile
injustice,

Sadek Hossain Khoka asked
Lhe police to stop playing dual
role during hartal of sheltering
the ‘armed” AL men and ob-
structing the opposition work-
Ers.
Kazi Zafar Ahmed said the
currerit agitation turn into one
for ouster of the AL govern-
ment, if the four-point opposi-
tion demand is not met imme-
diately.

Guamruzzaman claimed
that the current hartal was be-
ing observed at the remotest ar-
eas whereas the hartals ob-
served during the past regimes
were confined to the district
headquarters.

ARM Matin felt that partici-
pation of all sections of people
in the current agitation would
help launch an oust-govern-
ment movement.

Delay in
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“Clearly, Bangladesh pre-
sents great opportunities for po-
tential investors, but given the
regional economic downturn in
Asia and low real energy prices,
competition and internal bud-

et constraints will necessarily
orce companies to concentrate
their efforts in the most in-
vestor-friendly countries,
where investment money can be
put to work quickly and prol-
itably,

Calvin Humphrey pointed
out, “we think there is scope for
streamlining the project ap-
proval process, developing
greater consistency and trans-
parency in regulatory policy,
and improving the legal and
regulatory frameworks that
will allow Bangladesh to attract
tiz~ ...pital it needs for its future
ecoL.. nic growth.”

But this must be done expedi-
tiously because of the intense
international competition for
foreign investment and
Bangladesh’s need to attract a
growing share of these re-
sources, International in-
vestors seek returns that justify
the risks involved—and since
time is money, delays increase
greater costs to a project and
greater risk that approvals
would not be granted.

"It is important that
Bangladesh and the interna-
tional energy companies work
together to speed project ap-
proval and implementation,
thus reducing the cost of doing

decisions

business here—to the benefit of
all concerned,

He also stressed on the im-
portance of arsenic free safe
drinking water and pollution
Iree air. "We have brought with
us a waler purification system
developed by one of our labora-
lories-the Lawrence Berkeley
National Lab—that is called the
UV Waterworks. Powered by
solar energy this unit purifies
surface water at extremely low
cost, and tomorrow we mﬁ ur-
veil a demonstration of this
technology which might pro-
vide a viable alternative source
for drinking water in those ar-
eas where tubewell water is con-
taminated by arsenic.

He said that he believes that
there is tremendous potential
for greater co-operation in the
energy sector throughout South
Asia. It doesn'l lake much to re-
alise that Bangladesh's im-
Eresaive gas reserves, Nepal's

ydropower potential, and In-
dia’s growing demand for power
present unprecedented oppor-
tunities,

“India and Pakistan, in fact.
are actively negotiating trade in
electricity. nvironmental
concerns, including the threat
of §luhal warminﬁ provide an
added incentive for co-opera-
tion to develop clean, efficient,
energy source to meet South
Asia’s growing demands.

As Bangladesh considers
how best to utilise its energy re-
sources, careful consideration
needs to be given to these re-
glonal aspect of the equation.
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.Janaza of Sajal was held at Dhan

Sajal buried

Sajal Chowdhury, said to be
an activist of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal, the student wing
of BNP, was buried at Azimpur
graveyard after janaza at
Dhanmondi Eidgah after Zohr
prayers vesterday, reports UNB.

Sajal. 22, a degree examinee
from the city's Doctor Maleka
Science College. was shot dur-
ing a clash between pickets and
anti-hartal activists at Science
Laboralory Tuesday morning.
He succumbed to his injuries at
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal the same day.

A large number of people,
including BNP leaders Dr R A
Gani, Khandaker Mahbubuddin
Ahmed, M Shamsul Islamm MP,
Abdullah Al Noman, Lt Gen
[retd) Mir Shawkat Ali, Haris
Chowdhury, Ehsanul Kabir, lo-
cal ward commissioners Abul
Khair Bablu and Abdul Latif, at-
tended the [uneral.

Meanwhile, BNP sources
said, police picked up two lead-
ers of JCD's Dhanmondi thana
unit — Habibur Rahman and
Babu — from the procession
carrying the body near
Shankar bus stand at about
12:30 pm.

Local leaders at the janaza
demanded that the spot where
the student was gunned down be
named Sajal Chattar (square).

Newly married
woman stabbed
to death in city

By Staft Correspondent

A newly married woman was
stabbed to death allegedly by
her brother-in-law at their Aga
Khan Lane residence in the city
yeslerday merning.

The victim was identified as
Alsana Akter, 18, daughter of
Samiruddin of 78, Aga Khan
Lane under Kotwali thana,

Police and hospital sources
quoting relatives said Afsana
had an affair with Billal Hos-
sain, a businessman from Jay-
devpur. Billal and Afsana later
got married. but the guardian
didni't accept it. Later it was set-
tled at the initiative of both the
families and the marriage re-
ception was scheduled for to-
MOrrow.

Hospital sources élunting the
victim’'s mother said her son-
in-law Yashin was against this
marriage. Yashin stabbed Asma
when she was washing dishes in
the bathroom.

mondi Eidga

yvesterday.

— BStar photo

Path of confrontation
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hinted that future programmes
would be even more agpressive.
Terming hartlals as the *most
innocent weapons”™ against the
government, Bhuiyan told
newsmen on Tuesday evening
that the government should not
take the risk of witnessing the
deadly ones,

Another threat, coming
[rom Khaleda Zia, also gives
adequate hint about the opposi-
tion's future course of action.
The leader of the opposition in
parliament, now commanding
some 136 legislators of the 330-
member House, has recently
threatened the government
with en masse resignation from
datiga Sangsad.

If it so happens, the opposi-
tion helteves.p Phe pﬂlitlcaf Fegit—
imacy of the government of
Sheikh Hasina will be in ques-
tion. Because parliament is the
source of power of a government
in a parliamentary democracy.

Meanwhile, the ruling
Awami League has practically
refused to respond to the Chief
Election Commissioner’'s re-
cent call to forge a negotiation
with the opposilion across the
table.

The reason behind the gov-
ernmernl s reluctance to open a
dialogue is. most of the ruling
party policy-makers believe
that the opposition-planned
movement would eventually
all apart.

"BNP, or the opposition for
that matter. does not have
enough organisational strength

Oil tanker
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tives of the BOTOA. But no en-
hancement of the rent of oil
tanker has been made during
the last iwo years. the state-
ment said,

"Bangladeshi petroleum
market has been squeezed re-
cently due to increasement of
petroleum products price in the
country despite global lower
price. As the petroleum sale fell,
the oil transportation was also
dropped su(.ljdf:nl}n“ the state-
ment said.

The statement issued by T.M
Giasuddin Ahmed, President of
the BOTOA urged the govern-
ment to realise its demand to
facilitate the government and
private sector joint enterprise
and to applaué the sector for
boosting the country's econ-
omy, the press release said.

lo resist the municipal polls.
The party has failed to prevent
its own people from filing nom-
inations. So. there is no point
in forging a negotiation with
the BNP right al the moment,”
says a ruling party top-notch.

[t is, therelore, clear that the
government would feel for a di-
alogue with the opposition, if
the latter can prove its worth -
resist the up-coming elections.

On the other hand, the ruling
party has its own understand-
ing about the political implica-
tions of frequent hartals. Ac-
cording to Suranjit Sengupta,
Prime Minister's adviser on
parliamentary affairs, “hartals_
on issues having no direct con-
nection with day-to-day prob-
lems of the commoners would
rather isolate the oppoesition
further from the people.”

The threat of resignation en
masse by the opposition MPs is
also unlikely to create psycho-
logical trouble for the govern-
ment of Sheikh Hasina, since
she has seen such a situation
when Khaleda Zia was in power.
A member of Sheikh Hasina's
cabinet recollects: All the op-
position MPs of the fifth par-
liament had resigned before the
end of its tenure, but it did not
create any problem f[or the
‘politically illegitimate gov-
ernment’ of BNP to complete its
full five-year term.

Now that the opposition is
oul to oust the government at
any cost, and the government is
ready to test the opposition's
nerve and strength, one can
hardly expect a solution to the
present crisis through peaceful
means.

BGMEA polls
deferred

Election to the apex body of
apparel industry, BGMEA,
scheduled for February 25, has
been deferred to March 4. re-
ports UNB.

"The change was unavoid-
able. We will hold it on March
4." BGMEA President Mostafa
Golam Quddus said yesterday.

Political unrest and series
of possible hartals later this
month forced the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association to shift
the polling date. according (o a
BGMEA executive,

Two panels — one led by the
incumbent president and the
other by Anisur Rahman Sinha
— are conlesting the vital posts.
including that of president.

-D-8 summit o
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take a three-hour retreat from
the summit on the river
Meghna aboard the refurbished
luxury vessel M V Masud. They
are also scheduled to adopt
Dhaka Declaration enshrining
the pledges of the participating
nations before the summit
ends.

All the leaders are expecled
to lead large contingents of for-
eign ministers and other high
ofticials. A large number of in-
ternational media people will
also fly into the capital to cover
the important event,

The D-8 groups eight QIC
countries—Egypt, Iran, Indone-
sia, Pakistan, Malaysia, Nige-
ria, Turkey and Bangladesh.
Combined, these states have a
population of nearly 900 mil-
lion and command around nine
per cent of the global GDP.

Although the OIC comprises
96 countries, the eight nations
who initiated the D-8 have
nearly half the population of
the OIC states.

The membership of D-8 is
diverse and stretches from the
shores ol the Atlantic, across
three continents up to East
Asla. making it a unique organ-
isalion in terms of composition
and potential.

Ahead of the summit, a
‘Commissioners meeting’ of se-
nior officials will be held in
Dhaka on February 25 and 26
followed by a conference of the
foreign ministers of the group
members on Feb 27,

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the
conference at the newly-con-
structed Sheraton Conference
Centre at 3 pm on March 1. The
inauguration ceremony is to be
followed by two official busi-
ness sessions the following day.
The day's programmes also in-

clude a river cruise, the signing
of the Dhaka Declaration and a
stale banquet.

The full-fledged agenda of
the summit would be firmed up
at the meeting of the Comnmis-
sioners and approved by the
foreign ministers.

All the dignitaries will stay
at Hotel Sheraton.

Diplomatic observers feel
that The Dhaka Summit of the
D-8 will harness the real poten-
tial of the new economic al-
liance and set it rolling in a fo-
cussed direction.

The D-8 was launched as
part of a global effort to forge
closer ties for creatin% bigger
economic markets for the
common benefit of its peoples
and to put emphasis on 10
thrust areas of cooperation.

It decided to cooperate in the
fields of trade, industry. com-
munication and information,
finance, banking and privatisa-
tion, rural development, science
and technology, poverty
alleviation and human re-
sources development, agricul-
ture, energy, environment,
health, tourism and culture and
Sports.

The grouping was launched
on June 15, 1997 at the Turkish
capital of Istanbul - through
adoption of a 12-point declara-
tion. Leaders who had attended
the launching ceremony were
Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-
hammad of Malaysia, Lt. Gen-
eral Mohammad Haladu of
Nigeria, President Suleyman
Demeril and Prime Minister
Necmettin Erbakan of Turkey,
President Akbar Hashemi Ral‘{
sanjani of Iran, President
Suharto of Indonesia, Prime
Minister Kamal Ganzouri of
Egypt, Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif of Pakistan and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina of

pens Mar 1

Bangladesh.
Leaders at the launching had
agreed to undertake several pri-

ority projecls in 10 thrust areas
after carrying out detailed fea-
sibility studies.

Bangladesh is heading the
work group on rural develop-
ment and micro-credit. TEE
grouping has already finalised
some concrete proposals. Sey-
eral model projects in the fields
of rural uplifl. cooperatives, ru-
ral infrastructure and credit
disbursement among those gen-
erally considered not credit-
worthy are learnt to have been
prnjmsed. diplomatic sources
said,

The proposals for the pro-
jects and other recommenda-
tions have been prepared in
consultation with leading NGOs
and different ministries en-
gaged in rural development, the
sources added.

The recommendations made
by Bangladesh as regards rural
development and microcredit
may be taken up as model pro-
jects for common implementa-
tion or replication once these
are approved by the Council of
Foreign Ministers and the
summit leaders, they said.

The D-8 is also encouraging
establishment of joint business
councils among the chambers
of commerce and industry and
other trade bodies of the mem-
ber states, The grouping would
try to launch a shipping line,
and devise methods to sell agri-
cultural products such as cot-
ton, jute and tea among member
countries. It would also try to
work out methods for building
backward linkages for ready-
made %?nnents in the post
Multi-fibre Agreement (MFA)
context among other economic
subjects of common concern.

Of police, guns & phantoms
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streets bearing testimony to the
battle. Earlier one group of

ouths carrying some of these

roken bottles came to notice.
One of them had anﬁri]y asked
the police officer at the entrance
of the Abhoy Das Lane why did
not he moved deep inside the

lane and nabbed the
"miscreants”.
“You know your enemy bel-

ter. Notl me. y don’'t you pro-
vide their names and ad-
dresses? We would certainly
cateh them,"” the officer re-
torted. The youths retreated to-
wards Hatkhola.

Back inside one of the alley-

ways, someone whispered at the

police olficer's ears, beckoning
him to probe a flat on RK Mis-
sion Road. The officer mar-
tialled his forces but stayed off
after seeing some panicked
woinen and children, a lady
slill carrving a plate of rice and
chasing her naughty son to eat
the late lunch.

“You know he [police officer)
is my relation. So | spoke to
him,” a jeans-clad pot bellied
man in his thirties told these
reporters apologetically as the
police officer brushed him aside
and led his men away down the
alleyways unhappy at the poor
intelligence abouf the miscre-
arnts,

As the police marched away,
they split and another group
went the other way around, but
failed to nab any of the trouble
makers who were quite visible
lor sometime but disappeared
whenever policemen moved
ahead.

Finally at the end of the KM
Das Lane, the police officer
said, "they are urchins who are
paid Tk 50 to hurl a bomb, Tk
500 to throw it at policemen
and Tk 2000 to kill one of them.
These urchins don't understand
what they are doing. They do it
only for money.”

Why didn't the policemen
nab the cthers who brandished

Vajpayee
From Page 1
Erlmﬂ ministers have met twice
efore but never on each other's
s0il.

Vajpayee's trip has sparked
hopes of a new spirit of detente
between the rivals, who dra-
matically upped the stakes in
their antagonistic relations by
conducting tit-for-tat nuclear
tests in May,

Responding to taunts from
right-wing Hindu groups that he
should tait- a tank to the border

. rather than a bus, Vajpayee

said: "They already have tanks
there."

Vajpayee announced his in-
tention to travel to Pakistan
last week, after Sharil gave an
inlerview to an Indian newspa-
per in which he issued an im-
passioned appeal for immproved
ties alter five (I‘i)EE‘HdEE "ol waste."

My son
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if I fail o do so0." said
Chowdhury when asked
whether he would file a case.

Sajal’'s cousin. who declined
lo be named. said Sajal was
known in the family as agnnd
student who secured good re-
sults in SSC and HSC.

"At around one pm on
Monday when a neighbour
came to inform us that Sajal
was in the hospital with bulllet
injuries in his leg we rushed to
the DMCH to find his body in
the morgue, the autopsy had al-
reddy been completed,” she
saicl.

Sdjal's mother and sisters
were too shocked to talk to the
reporters. family members
said.

Less than a kilometre away
[rom their five-storey house in
West Dhanmondi, BNP leaders.
activists and Sajal’'s relatives
and friends gathered at the

‘Eidgah maidan for his namaz-

c-janaja. After the janaja, the
Sajal's body was placed on top
ol a truck with a black banner
that read "We demiand justice
for the killing of Sajal”. As the
funeral procession with flour

trucks proceeded towards
Azimpur graveyard, small
crowds gathered on the

Satmasjid Road to talk about
how brutally Sajal was killed.

3 accords
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of US Energy "Department
Calvin Humphrey is leading the
delegation that includes energy
officials and representatives
from seven reputed organisa-
tions.

State Minister for Ener
Prof Rafiqul Islam and the Act-
ing Assistant Secretary of US
Energlw,rl Department, Calvin
Humphrey, will witness the
signing, officials said.

The agreements provide for
exploring areas of cooperation
that US can offer for the devel-
opment of gas and power sector
and defining the action plan.

The agreements will be on
study on strategic use of gas,
Western Region Integrated Pro-
ject (WRIP) and exchange of In-
formation of Energy between
the two countries to institu-
tionalise the energy informa-
tion system.

Study on strategic use of gas
is a 4 million-dollar project of
US Trade Development Agency,
which it has been pursuing for
several months,

The WRIP is aimed at ex-
panding gas Slélppt}y to the west-
ern region and identifying op-
portunities of gas-based indus-

tries like power plants, fer-

tiliser factories and small in-
dustries, the sources told UNB.

their broken bottles and even
lalked to you rudely?

“Well, you have seen what |
have told them,” the officer
said.

[s it legal for someone to
roam around menacingly with
broken bottles on the streets in
front of you? There had been no
answer to the query as the offi-
cer left the area.

Haji Selim at Suritola
Al 4:45pm, at Suritola, po-
licemen in several vehicles es-
corted the head and tail of a
200-strong anti-hartal proces-
sion, led by diminutive Lalbagh
MP Haji Selim.

Although his foot soldiers,
most of them in lungis, did not
brandish any guns like they did
on previous occasions, a hefty
youngman failed to hide his
handgun in his right pocket of
the white punjabi. The black
butt was too visible.

Sometime later, the man
was seen walking cautiously
with his right hand in the
pocket as the marchers walked
down a shuttered North-South
Road, each of its alleyways
guarded by police.

Only two hours ago, rival
groups of pro- and anti-hartal
elements had fought running
battles with guns and bombs,
leaving one Abdul Halim with a
bullet in his neck. Two others,
Swapan and Bayejid, received
bomb injuries.

A few rickshaws moved on
the other side of the street and
some trailed the procession,
Some curious assers-by
watched the rag tag band, led by
bikers, riding three on each mo-
torcycle.

But policemen at Paltan
crossing did not allow them to
proceed towards Bijoynagar,
diverting it towards Press Club.
Even though three bikers re-
connoitred the police barricade
at the entrance of Paltan
mosque where a Jamaat-e- Is-
lami rally was in mé;ress.

Earlier, police Ea barred all
groups including BNP to pass
through the cordon towards
Paltan, the scene of Tuesday's
trouble involving BNP leader
Sadek Hossain Khoka, police
and Awami League activists.

The AL activists were camp-

ing at Muktangan throughout

the day vesterday from where
they staged several marches
down the city centre denournc-
ing the hartal.

Police playing wise to pre-
vent trouble took position all
around the Paltan and Bijoyn-
gagar and Kakrail areas after a
Jatiya party procession led by
Kazi Zafar Ahmed was chased
by anti-hartal elements. Sev-
eral bombs exploded during the
chase.

That was the end of any
demonstrations beyond the po-
lice barricade.

Opposition.rallies

BNP staged their rally at
Kakrail crossing with police
guarding it from three direc-
tions. BNP leaders Khoka and
former home minister Abdul
Muatin Choudhury addressed it.
Former ministers Dr Moshar-
raf Hossain and Lutfar Rahman

Flag meeting
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fired from both sides.

The trouble erupted on
February 6 when about 50 kha-
sia people [rom India intruded
into the Bangladesh lerritory
near the border pillar No 1283
at Sripur and started working
in two plots of land under the
cover of BSF.

On getting information, a
group of BDR men from the
Sripur border outpost reached
the area and asked the Indians
to go back, but they ignored.

After about two and half an
hour, BSF opened fire and the
BDR also replied. One Bangla-
deshi farmer who was working
at a nearby field received bullet
injuries.

BDR lodged protest with the
BSF. The BDR also asked the
people of the nearby villages to
stay away lor safety.

Khan were seen at the rally.

At 12-52pm. a senior police
olficial told Lutfar Rahman
Khan MP to clear the area in 30
minutes. The rally ended at 1-
20pi.

Léter in the afternoon. all
the four parties of the opposi-
tion alliance staged demon-
strations in the area but did not
make any attempts to rush
through the lasl barricade at
Paltan mosque entrance.

A BNP demonstration in the
evening was diverted towards
Shantinagar, where an bomb
exploded to scatter it. One grou
left towards Rajarbagh an
marched back to the party office
via Motijheel with Khoka,
Mirza Abbas and Matin Choud-
hury at the helm.

As dusk enveloped the Pal-
tan area, extra riot police had
slowly beat their retreat. Rick-
shaws, unable to use the North-
South Road till then, moved
with their passengers.

But there were few passen-
gers at that hour. Rickshaws,
more in number than Tuesday,
vied with each other for few
passengers. Even the auto-tem-
pos which huddled with their
engines running at Malibagh
crossing wasted their fuel for
more than what they were pre-
pared [or the day.

Some sireets, as usual, were
without lights, raising heart-
beats or some who had to nego-
tiate long destinations. trudg-
ing down deserted, shuttered
streets on the second day of the
60-hour hartal.

As the shutdown enters the
third day today, red banners
hung at several markets on In-
ner Circular Road announced
that markets would remain
opern on Friday.

Khaleda
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the opposition outside the race
and cleared the way for vote da-
coily in the national election,

Begum Zia criticised the gov-
ernment for "letting loose the
ruling party terrorists and po-
lice on BNP's peaceful proces-
sions” in Dhaka, Savar, Chit-
tagong, Bhola and Alamdanga.
BNF MP Dr Dewan Mohammad
Salahuddin at Savar and Joint
Convenor of Olama Party
Maulana Abdul Malek were in-
jured seriously, she said.

The BNP leader said Awami
League wants to consolidate its
power by reintroducing the one-
party rule by stifling the voice
of its opponents.

The opposition was forced to
annournce the 60-hour hartal to
protect people's vnting rights
and democracy, she said.

Ekushey
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Obaidul Quader visited the
Academy Tuesday and asked
the authorities to keep the fair
opeil. He also visited yvesterday
alternoon and urged the authors
to continue the fair despite the
hartal.

“You are fully secure while |
am wilh you at the Academy.”
the minister told the authors
and booksellers while visiting
their stalls. "I will guard you
[rom any untoward incidents.”

He said that the Ekushey
book fair should be out of the
purview of political pro-
grammes as it has a special dig-
nity and sanctity. "None should
bear enmity towards the [air
and sporting activities,” he
added.

Quader further told (he
Academy aulhorities that no
one would dare to attack the
tair,

Meanwhile, a cultural func-
tion was held at the Central
Shaheed Minar in the evening
as part ol the 12-day Ekushey
programme arranged by the
Sammilita Sangskritik Jote.

Erratum

Due to oversight, the date-
line on the back page of vester-
day's Daily Star was mistak-
enly printed as Saturday,
February 6, 1999 instead of
Wednesday, February 10, 1999,
The error is regretted.

-Hartal: 3 more killed
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minor girl was injured in a
bomh explosion "alt Paltan
crossing in the early morning.

Road lransports in the capi-
tal and to and from the city re-
mained inoperative while
trains ran as scheduled barring
one which was obstructed near
Lalmonirhat by pro-hartal el-
ements,

Two out of eight domestic
flights of Biman were cancelled
due to lack of passengers but all
inlernational flights of differ-
ent airlines to and from Dhaka
operaled on schedule, said avi-
ation sources,

Chittagong

In Chittagong, the second
day of hartal passed off amidst
sporadic incidents of violence
leaving at least 20 injured. Four
youths were critically injured
while making bombs at Sher-
Shah Colony yesterday after-
noon, reports our staff corre-
spondent from Chittagong.

Pickets attacked the Chit-
tagong Customs House several
times since yesterday morning
forcing the authorities to deploy
army troops to deter further
attack, UNB said.

Other districts

In Bhola, at least 50 people
including two policemen were

injured in clashes between pro-
and anti-hartal activists. Office
of local daily Banglar Kantha
was ransacked allegedly by BNP
activists, reports our staff cor-
respondent {rom Barisal.

Twenty pecople were injured
in clashes between anti- and
pro-hartal activists in Natore
during hartal hours yesterday.
Of them 10 were hospitalised,
reports our correspondent.

In Naogaon, 10 people were
injured in similar clashes. Nine
others were injured in Seraj-
ganj, where police arrested
three persons on charges of vio-
lence.

Five people were injured in
Pabna, where pickets set fire to
a number of shops and a munic-
ipal candidate's campaign
booth.

Four including two police-
men were injured as BNP ac-
tivists allegedly hurled bombs
at an anti-hartal procession.

In northern district of Kuri-
gram, a Jamaat leader and an
activist of Jatiyatabadi Chha-
tra Dal were injured when anti-
hartal activists armed with
sharp weapons allegedly at-
tacked a joint procession of op-
position parties,

Reports from Kushtia, Nara-
yanganj, Rajshahi and some
other parts of the country said
hartal passed off by and large
peacefully yesterday.



