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Scope for Dialogue

Yesterday we urged the government through this
column to immediately initiate a dialogue with the
opposition for an early defusion of political ten-
sions that threaten to mount to disastrous propor-
tions. Today our focus is on the undercurrent of
positive signals for talks that remain muffled by
the heated, sometimes highly irresponsible, utter-
ances of both sides across the political divide but
which preeminently merit recognition and follow-
up to make the dialogue happen. The fact that the
current hartal has been marked by violent encoun-
ters, death and injuries on an intensified scale
only reinforces the urgency for talks.

BNP Secretary General Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
has been quoted by the BBC on Tuesday night as
saying that his party was prepared to consider hav-
ing dialogue with the ruling party if it came in the
shape of a formal proposal from the latter. He was
not being insistent also on any preconditions to
the dialogue. A prominent Bangla daily, however,
reported on Wednesday that BNP Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan and Jatiya Party Secre-
tary General Najiur Rahman favoured dialogue
only after the municipal poll dates have been
shifted to enable their participation.

Awami League leaders Mohd Nasim and Zillur
Rahman sounded stridently uncompromising on
the municipal poll dates vowing to see these take
place on February 23-25 as announced. But the AL
Presidium member Amir Hossain Amu who is in
charge of holding talks with the opposition said, if
the opposition showed its 'eagerness' his party
would sit in a dialogue with them. This approach
from the AL, to our mind, is half-hearted, if not to-
tally negative because our considered view has
been that as the ruling party it is the AL which
ought to make the overture first, in a meaningful
and engaging way.

The CEC whose removal is the fulcrum of the op-
position’s current movement suggested on Monday
“ that even though the municipal polls are held on a
non-party basis, he sought the broad-based coop-
eration of all political parties to conduct these in a
congenial environment. The postponement of the
municipal. poll dates is a political matter to be set-
tled politically. And a view has also been aired by
some that if need be the High Court could be ap-
proached for a change in the stipulated dates.

Set against the President’s own initiative for
bringing the government and the opposition across
the table, the above should stimulate an immediate
dialogue in view of the axiomatic truth that politi-
cal inflexibility does not work.

Transport Uplift

Involvement of private sector in the Greater
Dhaka Transport Planning and Co-ordination
Project (GDTPCP), we believe, would expedite effec-
tive implementation and subsequent management
of the 234.2 million dollar programme designed to
improve the traffic situation in the capital and ‘its
adjacent areas. Underpasses and over-bridges have
been widely viewed as a way out of the persistent
traffic congestion in the capital. However, the two
underpasses at Kawran Bazar and Gulistan, and
several overbridges at different key points of the
city have so far failed to make any positive impact
on the overall situation. Management has been
poor and the resultant inadequacy in maintenance
has left the facilities in a shambles, almost unus-
able by the pedestrians. The planners, we hope,
have taken this into account otherwise the pro-
posed 10 overbridges and three underpasses will
face similar fate and the purpose of the project will
be defeated.

The GDTPCP is a big project and will certainly
require involvement of several service providers.
The Dhaka City Corporation and the Rajdhani
Unnayan Kartripakkha (RAJUK) have already
been brought under the project, and it is imperative
that the city traffic administration be involved as
well. Unless and until the pedestrians are made to
use the overbridges and the underpasses, they will
continue to sprint across busy streets.

One significant aspect of the project, relates to
construction of multi-storied and multi-purpose
bus terminals at Kamalapur, Mirpur, Amin Bazar,
Gulisthan and Jatrabari and handing over of their
management to the private sector. Presently, the
so-called Sramik Committee, in charge of man-
agement at different bus terminals across the
country, has made travelling a nightmare for
many. They make the rules and ruthlessly enforce
them, as the helpless passengers pay the price. Pri-
vate ownership of the terminals can make the

management more responsible and truly com-
muter-friendly,

Attack on Press Vehicles

The torching of an auto-rickshaw with a press’
sign, parked in front of The Daily Star office on
Tuesday represented the height of hartal related
rowdyism. During political hartals since the
restoration of democracy in 1991 moving press ve-
hicles have not infrequently been the targets of
such uncivilised bebaviour. But this time a sta-
tionary one has been set afire featuring an added
lack of control on the part of the political parties
which called the strike.

Each time a hartal is called, a small list of ex-
emptions including that of transports carrying
newspaper workers is announced through the me-

dia. But such directives have hardly had any influ-

ence on the pickets. More often than not these
transports are stopped and their passengers, the

on-duty journalists, harassed and the transports
set on fire.

Neither now nor in the past, the political parties

or their leaders have had the courtesy to say 'sorry’
to the newspapers for the misdeeds of their sup-

struct their workers and activists to be more re-
sponsible and careful in dealing with the essential
Seérvices that are exempted from the purview of
hartal. Those who fail to desist from breaking
party directives need to be screened out for the fu-

ture. We strongly condemn the da -
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BNP's Continuous Hartal : Who is Responsible?’

PENING the newspaper
O}rﬂsterda}r (10th instant),

one naturally was
overwhelmed by the news of
previous day's hartal with
accompanying violence, killing
elc. One cannot but help
visualise two contrasting sce-
narios by reading reports and
seeing photographs. One report
depicts the picture of a ruling
party member of the parlia-
ment riding high in a Pajero,
leading a procession of armed
companions in a convoy of
dozens of cars and minibuses
that paraded streets of Dhaka
in an anti-hartal rally. All of a
sudden, some gunmen emer
from one or more of those vehi-
cles chased a group of young
BNP activists standing in the
street, hit one of them on the
head with revolver but and shot
the other point blank in the
chest. The dead was a degree col-
lege student and son of a lawyer.
A police officer with a dozen
well-equipped policemen siood
by. dispassionately witnessing
the crime. The legislator dis-
claimed any involvement in the
incident.

At the other end ol the city,
one sees a published photo of an
opposition parliamentarian be-
in\[.'I beaten up mercilessly by the

ice. He was the BNP leader of

haka city, who was picketing
in a city street in support of the
hartal. There was no official
restriction against picketing in
the street, provided it was

The opposition's 4-point demand, which could and should have been resolved through discussion,
was left for a month with the ruling party for consideration. But they summarily rejected the de-
mands and made no serious efforts for discussion with the opposition. It is strange to
assume that the ruling party was not able to discern as reasonable even a small element
of opposition demands.

peaceful. [t was indeed peaceful,
until bombs were thrown over
them from a nearby building. It
does not take much of one's
imagination to establish whose
supporters had thrown bombs,
but it was obviously not BNP's.

The above two scenarios
speak volumes aboul Lhe cur-
rent political culture in our
budding democracy. Firstly, it
substantiated the contention
that the Awami League wanted a
policy of violent confrontation
with its political opposition
and Tuesday’s naked aggression
on peaceful demonstrators was
a vivid manifestation of the de-
termined pursuit of that policy.
In contrast, BNP, as a matter of
principle, had refrained from
allowing even peaceful anti-
hartal demonstrations in
Awami League's 173 days of
hartal during the past BNP
regime.

Secondly, il transpires the
extent to which the law enforc-
ing agencies of the country have
been rendered impotent in per-
forming their duties and made
fully subservient to the whims
and caprices of the ruling party.
Everybody is well aware that
police, as a rule, has been in-

clined to favour members of the
ruling party and to serve their
interests, But not to this extent
when killings and serious
crimes were being deliberately
ignored and condoned. This
makes one wonder how much of
inducement and intimidation
had to go for the process.

P

lent and become inimical 1o the
healthy growth of a democratic
practice and tradition. The op-
position's 4-point demand,
which could and should have
been resolved through discus-
sion, was left for a month with
the ruling party for considera-
tion. But they summarily re-

| Currents and Crosscurrents

by M M Rezaul Karim

Thirdly, the evidence creates
an impression that the BNP led
7-party opposition alliance
wanted to promote hartal in a
peacetul way, without much of
intimidation. But the occasion
turned violent with the planned
attempl of the ruling party to
fnrcil:-]:;' thwarl opposition at-
tempt to conduct ]E’artal.

It is most unfortunate that
the political scene in this in-
fant democracy would turn vio-

jected the demand aliogether
and made no serious efforts for
discussion with the opposition.
It is strange to assume that the
ruling party was not able to dis-
cern as reasonable even a small
element of opposition demands.
To recall briefly, the de-
mands included resignation of
the Chief Election Comrmis-
sioner, reform of the Commis-
sion itsell, introduction of
Voter Identity Cards and release

of political prisoners. The first
three demands were directed
against independent and im-
partial functioning of the Elec-
tion Commission and to pre-
vent impersonation and false
voting by voters and. thereby, to
ensure a {ree; fair and impartial
election. The reluctance of the
ruling party Lo speak anything
about these points, most of
which they themselves are in
principle committed to, ques-
tionis their integrity to conduct
fair elections and manilests
their obduracy to pursue this

policy,

People have now reached a
stage of frustration at the seem-
ingly attempt of the ruling
party to throttle opposition
movement by force. Unfortu-
nately, people learn little from
history, which repeats itself.
Violence breeds violence and
cannot finally attain its goal.
People, who have little means
but plenty of strength through
conviction will be the ultimate
victors, Time is more than ripe
for a dialogue and it always de-
volves on the ruling party to
initiate it. Perhaps, an appro-
priate third party mediation

would be able to help avert an
impending national calastro-
phe.

A word ol Iriendly and re-
spectiul advice to the suave and
bright Chief Election Commis-
sioner. He wanted to resign his
post, if it were warranted in na-
tional interest, If the range of
killings and violence that have
already taken place and are
about to take place in future due
to his adherence to the post does
not constitute national interest,
what is it then? One fails to un-
derstand. There is some parallel
to his case, when his predeces-
sor Justice Sadeque resigned
his post at the teeth of opposi-
tion demand, though the ruling
BNP party had no complaints
against him. He, like incumbent
CEC. also stated that he had
done whatever he was permitted
to do in accordance with laws
and rules, but he could not go
bevond its I113121‘11311-:3@?. In his
opinion, he had committed no
wiotg and the government was
orl his side. Yet he resigned. He
leads a respectable life. Friends
of present CEC would also like
him to do so,

Finally, who is responsible
lor the hartal and the conse-
quent loss of life, property and
to the economy — is it the oppo-
sition1, the ruling party or the
Chief Election Commissioner?
It rests solely with the people to
jurlyge,

The author is a member of
the BNP Advisory Committee.
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Indo-Pak Relations : Ice is Melting at Last!

by A M M Shahabuddin

Let Pakistan and India row to achieve their most-coveted goal of establishing Iqsting peace and
 amity not only in the sub-continent, but in the whole of South Asian region. Cricket fans have
shown the way, let the leaders follow it.

NCOURAGING signals
Ehave emerged [rom the re-

cent [ndo-Pakistan bilat-
eral talks, held in New Delhi in
November last year, which
unanimously decided to resume
the dialogue some time in
February this year. The long-
frozen ice seems to have been
broken. The snows of Siachen,
heavily covering the Indo-Pak
relations, perhaps have started
meeting for the over all benefit
of the two countries. The most
outstanding outcome that fol-
lowed the last November talks
is the agreement to run the
first-ever trans-border bus ser-
vice between New Delhi and La-
hore. The 'trial run of the buses,
one from Delhi to Lahore with
Indian passengers and another
from Lahore to Delhi with Pak-
istani passengers, were ac-
corded tremendous ovation,
opening a new vista for a peo-
? e-to-people contact and
riendship.

Now there comes another
good news that Indian Prime
Minister Vajpayee has decided
to undertake a bus-ride in its
up-coming inaugural Delhi-La-
hore run and Nawaz Sharif
wouldn't 'miss the bus’, as he
would be accompanying Vaj-
payee in the return journey to
Delhi. What a tremendous ges-
ture and goodwill on both sides!
Perhaps, lirst of such an epoch-
making event in the Indo-Pak
relations, What an exhilarating
scene it would be 1o see the
prime ministers of the two so-
called ‘'arch-rival' countries,
having 'nice-chatls' over a hot
cup ol coffee or lea, a real tete-a-
tete, in true sense of the term! In
one sense, it would be a good
omen for a bold departure from
the traditional way of salvaging
Indo-Pak relations.

There are more healthy and
encouraging signs, in Pak-
istan's unprecedented deci-
sions, as another gesture of
goodwill, to sell to India 1000
mw of electricity, beginning
with some 300 mw in near fu-
ture. Such goodwill gestures
were unthinkable in the context
of usually bitter Indo-Paksitan
relations even a couple of years
back. Thanks to the atornic ex-
plosions by the two countries in
May last {ollowed by ex-
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Sajal's death

Sir, The news of Sajal's
death makes us afraid we are
astonished. This brutal act,
done by some ruling party ac-
tivists as claimed by the press
report arises a vital question,
whether we are living in a civil
society or is there any demo-
cratic government in the coun-
try we are living.

But we think it otherwise
reading the news of Sajal's
death,

In a democratic society, we
think, everyone has the right to
express his/her demand and
protest in a systematic way. The
opposition has every right to
press their demand. And govt
should not create any obstacle
in their way,

News of death on hartal
days is not new in our political
culture. Deaths in the past oc-
curred when the rivals locked
in clashes and exchanged fire.
We think, none has the inten-
tion to kill the opponent rather
want to disperse by creating
panic among themselves. But

alter chasing the opposition -

processionists and grabbing
two of them and then firing one
of them with an intention to
kill from a point blank range is
a different story. It is horren-
dous!!

S M Enayetur Raheemn
Dhaka

Fundamentalist or

extremists?

Sir, In recent days we find
that whenever any bearded per-
son does any crime, the NGOs
and the so-called intellectuals
start accusing them as funda-
mentalists.

After the incident at B'baria
and the recent attack on poet
Shamsur Rahman these NGOs
and the intellectuals were pub-
licly accusing them as funda-
mentalists.

For their information |
would like to mention that as
per Longman Dictionary 'Fun-
damentalism is the practice of
following the rules of a religion,

ploratory talks between Vaj-
payee and Nawaz Sharif on the
side-line of the last UNGA an-
nual session in New York and
the recently concluded visit to
India and Pakistan by US
Deputy Secretary of States, Mr
Talbot.

'Cricket Diplomacy'’
Meanwhile, the current
cricket Test series between the
two arch-rivals has added a new
dimension in the fast-moving
events centring Indo-Pak rela-
tions. No doubt, 'cricket diplo-
macy has a sharper edge over
other diplomatic efforts and it
has already proved that to the
amazement of the people of the
two countries. The Daily Star,
in its editorial (30 Jan, '99), had
rightly emphasised 'the theme',
saying: "There is hardly any-
thing more powerful than peo-
ple-to-people contact for defus-
ing tensions along the borders
of these two warring neigh-
bours, and cricket, perhaps. is
Lthe best vehicle.” The cricket
fans and enthusiastic specta-
tors of Madras have shown the
‘cricket way' of achieving the
objects where politicians have
failed during the last five
decades. Despite India's narrow
defeat by 12 runs, after a
thrilling end of the first series
at the Chennai Stadium. the
victorious Pakistani team was
%iven a slanding ovation ex-
ibiting true sportsman's spirit
by the Indians. Pakistan
cricket team offlicials were all
praise for the Indian gesture as
it was a victory of the cricket,
not of any country. In a game,
either of the contesting coun-
tries will win. But the ultimate
victory goes to the game itself
and that spirit was shown by
the defeated country.

A Stable Pakistan is in

India's Interest
Al last the curtain has been
raised and the show is on for
the benefit of all concerned.
There is a popular saying that it
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such as Christianity or Islam,
very exactly': and as per Oxford
Dictionary 'Fundamentalism is
strict adherence to traditional
religious beliefs.’

Majority of the Muslims in
Bangladesh are fundamentalist
i. e. they strictly follow the

_ principles ol Islam.

From the newspaper we
learnt that even the Prime Min-
ister is a fundamentalist i. e.
she offers prayers five times a
day, recites the Holy Quran,
keep faraz as well as nafil roza
(fast), has performed hajj as
well as omrah.

Even the Leader of the Oppo-
sition as well as many of the
ministers and intellectuals are
strictly following the teaching
of Islam so they are also fun-
damentalists.

I don't understand why the
NGOs and the 'intellectuals’ are
against the fundamentalists,

I would like to request the
NGOs and the 'intellectuals' not
to confuse the words fundamen-
talist, fanatics or extremists.

QS Hug
Magh Bazar, Dhaka

Roads in bad

shape

Sir, Faridabad and Gandaria
is a well-known residential
area of old Dhaka city. About 7-
8 lakh people live in this local-
ity. But now-a-days most of the
roads of this locality are in a
very bad shape. Specially Hari
Charan Roy Road. K B Road,
Karimullah Bagh I G Gate, Di-
nanath Sen Road. Distillery
Road, Dhalkanagar Lane and
Nabin Chandra Goswami Road
are in very bad conditions.

As a result people living here
have been suffering too much
for want of modern communi-
cation facilities. Due to the
worsening condition of the
roads, the area is ]agglng be-
hind in the fields of trade,
commerce, education and agri-
culture and they have no oppor-
tunity to enjoy the facilities of a
city. Moreover, the roads have
developed potholes and cracks.

For obviating the miseries

Is easy to bring the horse to the
pond, but it 1s difficult to make
it drink, But in politics, which
sometimes is more flexible
than a punch on the sponge,
this can be achieved. if the man
behind the horses has a ‘strong
arm'. :

That is why when Talbot
said, commenting on the cur-
rent Indo-Pak dialogue, that
now “clear-eved Indians realise
that it is very much in India's
interest that Pakistan remains
stable," he perhaps echoed the
feelings of India's Prime Minis-
ter Vajpayee who had earlier
made a similar statement.

So goodwill is there, both at
home and abroad, to bring the
two countries together through
‘confidence-building’ measures
step-by-step. to achieve a

reater unanimity among them
or establishing lasting peace
not only in the sub-continent
but in the whole of the South
Asian region. ‘

Vajpayee, in a recent inter-
view, said that his "message” to
the government and people of
Pakistan was that "as neigh-
bours we want peace and [riend-
ship and cooperation with you
so Lthat together we can change
the face ol South Asia.” If judged
by this statement, it can be said
safely that the last New Delhij
talks had opened a new vista for
better understanding, particu-
larly when it came following
‘hot-line' conversation between
the two prime ministers alter
one-day Islamabad session on
Kashmir,

Call a Spade a Spade

But a spade must be called a
spade for hard ground reality.
To ignore it would be fallacious,
if not disastrous. In the whole
process of Indo-Pakistan talks,
which has been continuing
from time to time during the
last fifty years, the Kashmir is-
sue has always been a stum-
bling block rather a pricking
thorn, on its way. So it was not
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and sufferings of the people we
urge upon the authorities con-
cerned to take steps to repair
the roads.

Mahbubuddin Chowdhury
17, Hari Charan Roy Road,
Faridabad, Dhaka-1204

Air pollution vs
government action

Sir, The morning news ol
8th Feb '99 of Bangladesh Betar
commenced wit the an-
nouncement of a Committee be-
ing set up by the government to
immediately devise action
plans for tackling the air pollu-
tion problem. This indeed is a
good news but not what is de-
sired to deal with a situation
that has been a talk of the town
for the last few weeks. Our past
experience with the bureaucracy
of this country is that when
they want to gl,,unp a problem
into cold storage, they form a
communittee or a sub-commitiee.
We do not want a repetition of
the same,

The level of air pollution in
the Dhaka city as il is with the
confirmation of the impending
danger by intem;uinnaF bodies
leaves us with no choice but to
deal with this matter as an 'e-

mergency.’ It is therefore ex- '

pected that instead of a commit-
tee going through the wusual
time-consuming drill with the
possibility of ultimate shelving
of the issue we would like to see
immediate action.

The situation is certainly no
less  a calamity than the cy-
clone, flood etc., that we are
used to with the difference that
the affect of it is a slow poison-
ing of so many of our city
dweﬂers.dparticularly the old
people and the children.

Can we therefore not expecl
our people's government to
think of exercising executive
power bypassing the bureau-
cratic hassles of so-called
committee/sub-committee that
never really solved any prob-
lem of this country?

Capt Husain Imam
Zahidur Rahman
75, Indira Road, Dhaka-1215
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We Want Clean Air Now

ﬁ

at all surprising that last Is-
lamabad talks on Kashmir held
in November last year. ended
without much progress. It was
also not supposed lo evercome
the issue at 'one go' in the re-
newed talks with a new regime
in New Delhi. But they have
agreed to meet again on Kash-
mir some time this yvear. [t was
a good point for Pakistan, at
least propaganda-wise, that for
the first time India has agreed
to put Kashmir as a separate
agenda item. giving it 'top prior-
ity

Fﬁlready more than fifty
years have gone dovwn the drain,
during which two destructive
wars had taken place on Kash-
mir. But there has been no
‘thaw’ in the ice. No ‘glacier' has
melted. So what result — except
image-building of some politi-
cal leaders of the two countries
and unnecessary loss of pre-
cious innocent lives in 'tross-
firing'? Neither of them has
beern able to push back the other
[rom their rigid position. And

the tragedy is that at the altar of

this rigidity’ more soldiers be-
longing to both countries are
dying everyday, not fighting
with each other, but of hunger
and being frost-beaten on the
world's highest ‘war-field' at an
altitude ol 1900 feet known as
‘Siachen Gacier' which demar-
cates the twe contending par-
ties.

Good Fences Make
Good Neighbours

So where to draw the line?
India says Kashmir is an inte-
gral part of India, some times
also claiming back 'Azad
Kashmir' as its territory, on one
hand. On the other. Pakistan
says il is a disputed area. subject
to decision by the people

throuegh a UN-sponsored
plebiscite. as preseribed in the
LN Kesolutions of 1940s.

Any way, Kashmir problem
shouldn’'t be allowed to roll on
ad infinitum as a hindrance to
the restorations of peace be-
lween the two countries. During
the last five decades much had
been said and done in the name
of Kashmir by politicians from
both sides, Their hard and
rough rhetorics and ‘gimmicks'
had not solved the problem. but
rather hardened it more and
more. creating a ready-made
animosity between them. In
fact. hatred had been ‘institu-
tionalised' against each other
by the politicians of Lhe two
countries by regimenting one
people’s leelings against an-
other. So if Vajpayee and Nawaz
Sharil are serious about their
job. they can go a long way in
the history as peace-makers,
Hence Kashmir shouldn't be
mixed up with other issues of
mutoal interests. Let discus-
sions on Kashmir go on as a
separale ilem with top priority’
as asveed upon, At the same
time, lel the leaders tackles
other socio-economiic and polit-
ical issues of vital interests of
both countries.

Whenever anvthing goes
wrong, the 'hot line' is working
there between Delhi and Islam-
abad for the convenience of the
lwo prime ministers to iron out
the 'dented’ portions, as they
just did after the one-day ses-
sion on Kashmir held in Islam-
abad last November. If the peo-
ple of Kashmir want a radical
change, they would bring it
themselves. History will take
its own course. It's therelore,
better to remember that "good
fences make good neighbours”,

50 the progress that has been

made during the week-long
Delhi talks on seven different
issues. particularly the decision
to run the New Delhi-Lahore
bus scrvice shortly. leaves
much more to come up during
next rounds ol talks, sufficient
enough to 'mend’ the fences of
the two neighbours. The new
bus-service will be the ‘third
channel” of people-to-people
conitacts, besides the existing
air service and ‘somjhota train’
(trainn of understanding). But
the two governments would
have to be more 'generous’ and
liberal' in issuing visas to the
intending visitors. This would,
undoubtedly, be a bold and big
step as a good compliment to
the proposed transhorder bus
service,

Beller prospects are expected
to emerge in due course from the
other issues discussed such as,
border demarcation dispute
over 5ir Creek, flowins into
Arabian sea; sale of electricity
by Pakistan to India, stoppage
ol terrorisim and drug traffick-
ing: cultural ties; and a liberal
trade policy which would grant
cach other a 'most-favoured na-
tion trade status.

There is no sense in follow-
ing a rigid trade policy between
the two neighbours when the
cross-border smuggling of
goods, carried on by the 'patri-
otic people on both sides, is es-
tittiated to be at three billion US
dollars, as against official (of
two countries) total of about 161
million US dollars only. Then
why Lhis 'shyness' to call a
spade a spade?

Where there is a strong polit-
ical will. there is undoubtedly a
highway to better understand-
ing and peace. Let not the politi-
cal leaders play any more (o the
gallery to 'spoil the broth'. Let
Pakistan and India row to
achieve their most-coveted goal
of establishing lasting peace
and amity not only in the sub-
continent, but in the whole of
South Asian region. Cricket
fans have shown the way. let
the leaders follow it.

Let us all, the citizens of
Bangladesh or at least those of
Dhaka, the worst affected place,
join hands and raise our voice
against pollution. This oppres-
sive pollution is ever on the rise
i1 our capital city and is slowly
but surely poisoning us all, in-
cluding our innocent little chil-
dren. Haven't we got this much
of responsibility towards our
[ulure generation to give them
clean air to breathe so that they
may grow and develop in a
healthy and safe environment,
free Irom all the toxins?

But nobody seems to care or
give a patient hearing to the ex-
perts who are warning again
and again against this menace
which is enveloping us all with
each passing day. How gray the
streets of Dhaka look with
thick black clouds of noxious
fumes spewed out by most vehi-
cles. Bul what one sees is not
even half of the toxins that one
inhales! As most of the toxins
that we take into our system
and absorb are colourless and
odourless,

These toxins are killing us
slowly but before that they are
making us very sick indeed.
And these sicknesses caused by
the inhalation of polluted air
are incurable even in this mod-
ern era of science and technol-
ogy. 50 we are here back to the
ancient medicine of 'Prevention
is better than cure'. And when
there is no cure at all. preven-
tion is the only way to save our-
selves from ill health, caused by
the inhalation of so many
kinds of toxins. A brief idea of
how we can get sick by inhaling
these, is given below.

Lead: It is a heavy metal pre-
sent in petrol and octane, more
in the later one. It is very harm-
ful to human beings as it affects
Lhe intelligence and blood syn-
thesis. It also harms the body
organs e.g,, liver, kidneys, re-
productive system etc,

Children and malnourished
are more at risk, but no one is

spared who is exposed to its

high concentration in the air,
as in our city, especially when
there is no rainfall to clean the
air.

Carbon Monoxide: It reduces
the ability of blood to carry
oxygen as it has more affinity
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for haemoglobin in the blood
than oxygen has. So the vital
organs like brain and heart and
other organs too receive less
supply ol oxygen. The affect of
this on them is grave. This
harmful allect of carbon
nionoxide is seen even more on
children and pregnant women.
When absorbed by a pregnant
lacly it has sub-lethal injurious
elfects on her foetus, The con-
centration of this loxic gas in
our air is way high compared Lo
other cities because our streets
are crowded with two or three-
wheelers driven by two-stroke
engines, which burn the fuel in-
completely, thus producin

large quantities of this letha
gas. It can cause death too, in a
closed place e.g., garage.

Sulphur dioxide: When oil,
gas. and coal burm any sulphur
in them lorms sulphur dioxide,
Oxides of nitrogen and sulphur
are the cause of acid rain. which
kills the fish and trees. When
the trees die the birds and little
animals living in them are left
shelterless. In human beings
sulphur dioxide affects the up-
Eer respiratory tract and causes

locked nose, cough and
bronchial diseases. In cities its
main source is diesel fumes and
emissions from factories.

Suspended particles: Indus-
trial emissions and vehicle ex-
haust contribute to accumula-
tion of particles of dust and
carbon. contaminated with
toxic gases.

On entering our lungs
through the nostrils they cause
respiratory diseases e.g.,
chronic cough, throat irritation
and can aggravate asthma, in
those who are already suffering
from this disease.

Polyeyelic Aromatic Hydro-
carbons: It causes cough,
drowsiness and irritates eyes.

It may even cause cancer. So
there should be no presence of it
at all in the air. Even smallest
quantity of it in air is unsafe.

Oxides of Nitrogen: It is
formed during the combustion
of fuel in factories and in vehi-
cles. Nitrogen dioxide causes
running nose, head aches. eye
irritation and bronchial dis-
eases,

~Benzene: It is emitted from

ernment must spare us an

fore we all must act fast. before
it's all too late.

catalytic converters, It is con-
tained in petrol and is a known
carcinogen, It could be one of
the causes of lung cancer,
leukaemia etc. It may also
daiage the Central nervous
system.

One can therefore see how
many kinds of toxins we are
taking into our system day after
day. Three important factors
can be held responsible for this
dreadful pollution of our atmo-
sphere:;

1. Our streets are one of the
most congested in the world.
Traflic jams are frequent and
last for hours together forcing
FEU[JIE‘ to inhale the noxious
umes helplessly, Trallic flow
therefore must be properly
maintained by vigilant service
of the traffic police. All road-
side obstacles like small shops
and hawkers must be removed.
This menace is mainly encoun-
tered in old town. Haphazard
parking of rickshaws, trucks,
buses and tempos should be
strictly dealt with, Buses
shouldn't ﬁick up and drop pas-
sengers wherever and whenever
they like to. They must stop
only at bus stops, as is the rule.

2. Our vehicles are mostly
old and ill-maintained — so
they spew clouds of black harm-
[ul gases.

ld vehicles must not be al-
lowed on the streets. Regular
servicing of vehicles must be
made mandatory for all trans-
port owners as is, in western
countries., Over there as you
look at the back of hundreds of
vehicles going b¥. you hardly
see any exhaust fumes emitted
from them. whereas in our
country you see that from al-
most 95 per cent of vehicles.

3. Our vehicles are still usin
leaded petrol or diesel, both o
which are responsible for pol-
luting the atmosphere. Un-
leaded petrol should immedi-
ately be introduced as is in all
developed countries. No further
delay is acceptable.

We have already inhaled too
much of these toxins. Our gov-

further exposure to these, whic
are making us all very sick,
slowly and irreversibly. There-
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