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Iitiate Dialogue, Now

The 48-hour hartal has now been turned into a
60-hour one following widespread violence yester-
day which left one young man dead and a police-
man critically wounded. It probably matters little
whether the hartal is 12 hours longer or shorter,
because the loss of a young life would never be re-
couped. The opposition parties have apparently
embarked on a path of vengeance, calling hartals
at the drop of a hat and unleashing its hooligans to
intimidate the public; the ruling party has chosen
to get just as vengeful, bringing out its own thugs in
the streets in anti-hartal processions and provok-
ing the opposition marchers. The result is an in-
tensification of the politics of hate. Yet, in a
civilised society, which prides itself for being
‘democratic’, this is not the way politics is sup-
posed to be conducted,

It is rather extraordinary that the opposition’s
hartals are being conducted for a four-point de-
mand, the most important of which is the resigna-
tion of the Chief Election Commissioner. How they
can justify the socio-economic hardship imposed
through hartals and the harsh intimidation of the
public, for the resignation of an officer of the State
appointed by the president, defies logic. It is also
extraordinary that the elected government has
chosen to confront the hartals through muscle-
flexing in the streets and instigating violence
through provocation. It would have been logical to
expect any government worth its democratic cre-
dentials, to address the demands and initiate dia-
logue with the opposition in order to find ways to
defuse the tension.

However, there is still time to pull back from the
brink because disputes, no matter how mundane or
fundamental, have to be resolved through dia-
logues, through compromise. There should not be
any scope for either side to impose its will, either
through intimidation or power of majority, on the
other. This is what ensures stability of a political
system, and a lack of this tolerance is what is
pushing Bangladesh towards yet another period of
confrontation. The prime responsibility for show-
ing tolerance and initiating dialogue rests with the
government, for the simple reason that it has the
mandate to govern and maintain stability. So far,
the government has failed to live up to the task, but
the public expect and demand that the ruling party
began shouldering the responsibilities of gover-
narce.

Fresh Hope for CHT'

The CHT affairs have come under a sharp focus.
PCJSS chief Shantu Larma who had been insisting
on an exclusive meeting with the Prime Minister
pulled it off on Monday. And this, quite significantly,
coincided with the visit of a high-level EU delega-
tion to the hill districts, alming to gather first-
hand knowledge about the post-accord situation
and the prospects for an all round development of
the region they are keen on financing. The two de-
velopments should impact favnural:ﬁ on carrying
forward the process of implementation of the one-
year-old CHT peace accord and addressing the
agenda for rapid development of the hill districts.
~ We remember such a PM-Larma dialogue once
helped cut the Gordian-knot while negotiations of
the peace deal itself were at an advanced stage, We
expect the same thing to happen now after Larma’s
exclusive talks with the PM to step up the process
of implementation. The PCJSS leader is under-
stood to have again asked for "more powers for the
regional council, amendments to the three Hill
District Council Acts, more help for the rehabilita-
tion of the former Shantibahini members, release:
of PCJSS activists and withdrawal of cases against
them.” These points are under active considera-
tion; but suffice it to say though that it might sound
like a breach of trust if new demands were made
beyond what remain covered oy the peace accord
which both sides are pledge-bound to implement in
letter and spirit. This is not to rule out differences
in the perception of how best to implement the ac-
cord but in no way such differences should be al-
lowed to obscure the principal elements of the ac-
cord. One such element is evidently the regional
council that must start working without any fur-
ther ado because it is pivotal not only to the devo-
lution further but also to the actual exercise of au-
tonomy agreed upon within the limits of
Bangladesh's Constitution.

An early economic development of the region is
a pressing necessity that can no longer be held cap-
tive to political semantics. The EU delegation
members while assessing the development needs
and prospects of the CHT sounded highly positive
when they identified their primary task as devel-
opment of the socio-economic status through the
establishment of small industries and family-in-
come enhancement projects. All concerned need
putting their best foot forward.

Leave Osmany Uddyan Alone

Soil testing for construction of a massive inter-
national convention centre at the Osmany Uddyan
has begun. The centre is designed to seat five thou-
sand people and is likely to be opened before the
conference of Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) to be
hosted at Dhaka in 2001. This huge centre, which
will require 14 acres of prime land at the Osmany
Uddyan will be constructed with Chinese help. A
local Bangla daily has reported the story elabo-
rately in its issue of Tuesday. As it is, there are very
few open spaces and parks in the city in which peo-
ple can relax and enjoy fresh air. Osmany Uddyan
is one such place which has been developed over
the years. The lawns of this garden can boast of a
large number of trees of different species specially
planted and nurtured in them. If the proposed cen-
tre is constructed about 300 trees are likely to be
felled, as the report sees it. This will be a great blow
to the environment of the metropolis which is al-
ready polluted beyond redemption. Although
Dhaka City Corporation which is at stone's throw
from the garden has been in charge of the garden
since last year, nothing effective has been done by
them so far to prevent the land grabbing spree. A
number of unauthorised offices including that of
the ruling party's ward committee have reportedly
come up. But the DCC has hardly been interested in
its proper maintenance.

€ would like to remind the ministry responsi-
ble for the construction of the cenvention centre of
the Prime Minister's directives against construc-
tion and erection of any kind of structure on open
grounds or parks.

We would like to suggest the railway land east of
Fazlul Hug Hall of Dh University or some land
in Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, or the space on either side
of Rokeya Sarani as possible alternative sites for

the centre. Let the landscape of the Osmany Memo-
rial Hall remain intact. P g

“current fiscal,

Bangladesh economy does

not have any reason to
behave in a normal manner.
But since ‘normalcy’ for
Bangladesh means a ponderous
pace of growth, stagnant
resource mobilisation, high
current expenditures and low
foreign excEange earnings, the
current fiscal is turning out to
be little different.

Another ‘normal’ thing that
routinely contributes to the
maintenance of overall
‘normalcy’ is the predictably
volatile political atmosphere.
The current round of street agi-
tation, violence and threats of
toppling governments has come
as yet another reminder as to
why the economy is the poor
cousin in the extended
Bangiadeshi family. This is
happening at a time when all-
out efforts are needed to reha-
bilitate the economy following
the battering dished out by the
floods of 1998.

The floods, which raged
through nearly the entire pe-
riod of the first quarter of the
ave caused
colossal damages. Estimates
range from the government's
own figure of 10 per cent of
gross domestic product (GDP) to
a more modest 6.6 per cent cal-
culated by the Bangladesh [nsti-
tute of Development Studies.
Agriculture, which lost over two
million tonnes of crops, has
borne the brunt, while indus-
trial production has suffered
considerably.

Recovery from such losses,
while maintaining fiscal disci-
pline and sound macro eco-
nomic lundamentals, presents
the country with an enormous
challenge. But economists, who
are not habitually given to re-
flecting on political matters,
are fairly unanimous that poli-
tics is likely to have a major
impacl on economic recovery.

“The political atmosphere is
now critical”, says Dr KAS

IN an abnormal year, the

The question that would be exercising the finance minister’s mind is whether to try to stimulate
demand through a sizeable injection of money into the economy through infrastructure prajects
along with rehabilitation programmes.

Murshid, Research Director at
BIDS. ™ A long drawn-out polit-
ical squabble at this point
would be the unkindest cut for
Bangladesh”.

What worries economists at
the moment is the impact the
floods would have on economic
growth, and the effect of politi-
cal turmoil on rehabilitation
efforts. According to Dr Debo-
priya Bhattacharya, senior re-
search fellow at the BIDS,
growth prospects are now basi-
cally dependent on the success
of rehabilitation efforts.

“The immediate growth
prospects of the economy will
be increasingly defined by the
intensily of the rehabilitation
programmes so that production
aclivities may recover the
loesses and resume pre flood
normal output”, Bhattacharya
writes in a recent paper on the
post-flood macro-economic
outicok.

Murshid points out that, al-
though agriculture remains the
largest sector in the economy, it
is no longer preponderant.

riculture’s share in GDP has
declined to 30 per cent, while
that of industry has gone up to
18 per cent. Services now ac-
count for 50 per cent of GDP.
Therefore, Murshid says, im-
pact of the [lood should be less
loday than what it would have
been 15 or 20 years ago.

However, Murshid says that
the flood's impact on employ-
ment and household income
has been severe, particularly as
agricullure is by far the largest
provider of jobs in the country.
He says thal price of rice in the
market has remained high de-
spite IIl::‘l_IjDr import operations
by bioth the governrnent and the
privale seclor, in addition 1o
early shipment of food aid by
donor countries. The dermnand

for labour in rural areas has
been low which has depressed
Wwages. Lending rates in the in-
[ormal markets have also spi-
raled upwards.

"“The situation requires
drastic re-orientation ol gov-
ernment expenditure plans”,
Murshid says, “The government
has to also maintain opera-
tions to ensure household food
security at least until April”, he
5ays.

The government has cer-
tainly focused on the rural
econiomy as its primary target
for channeling credit and food
support operations. It has al-

over is the budget deficit. Over
the past two fiscal. Shah AMS
Kibria had successfully man-
aged to bring the deficit close to
five per cent of GDFP, Il was ex-
pected that the deficit would
come down further, to around
4.5 per cent, this fiscal. But the
pressure on expenditures and
decline in revenue earnings due
to the floods may result in
pushing the deficit above five
per cent.

Industry leaders claim that
production at factories declined
by five per cent in July-Novem-
ber '98. Chamber leaders are
worried about the stagnation in

Che Cutside tory

ready extended the time period
for vulnerable group feeding
(VGF) programme till April, and
food for work programmes are
being lined up to generate em-
ployment. Agricultural credits
to the tune of 3,000 crore taka
are being channeled through
commercial and specialised
banks to farmers.

While rehabilitation efforts
may succeed in turning the
economy around in a short
space of lime, the impact of the
floods on the overall economy
is already being felt. Resulls
from the first quarter paint a
fairly dismal picture, much of
which has been attributed to the
effects of the flood.

Une key macro economic
indicator that the finance min-
ister may harbour some worry

By SABIR MUSTAFA

aggregate demand in the econ-
omy, and unhappy about gov-
ernment measures to rehabili-
tate industry, particularly
availability of credit. They
have accused the government of
pursuing 'fiscal conservatism’,
bﬁ going for contraction rather
than expansion, Bul
economists prefer to differ with
business leaders, saying that
availability of credit to the pri-
vate sector, particularly for
project financing, is not as bad
as it is often macde out to be.

“I wouldn’t say there is a
credit crunch”™, Bhattacharva
says, "It is not a liquidity prob-
lem, but a structural one, be-
cause commercial banks would
never be able lo satisfy demand
for term loans”. Bhallacharya
points out that the government

has already decided 1o set up a

200 million deollar Industrial
Development Fund, to be [i-

nanced through selling of bonds
lo non-resident Bangladeshis.
This, he says, would go some
way (o meet industry's need for
long-term investment financ-
ing.

On the other hand, credit
supply to the private sector has

certainly declined since it
reached an abnormal height in

1995 96 when credil expanded
by over 21 per cent. Many ol
those loans are falling into the
classified category due to bor-
rowers’ inability to service
their loans. Bhattacharya
points that in 1996, around 25
per cent of Janata Bank's loan
portfolio was classified; by De-
cermber "98, it had inereased to
37 per cent.

It is clear that, a liberal
credit policy or a credit policy
dictated by political considera-
tions can breed long-term ills
for the economy as a whole. The
finance minister, who rou-
tinely lpa::nim:s to the banking
roois of the East Asian crisis as
an example nol to follow, ap-
pears to be sticking to his policy
of increasing the quality rather
than velume of private sector
credit.

However, the government it-
self has once again become a
major borrower in the banking
system, which industry leaders
say may squeeze private sector
credit even further. One reason

. is that the floods have impacted

heavily on revenue collection.
The collection for July-Novem-
ber ‘98 fell nearly 11 per cent
short »f the target set by the fi-
nance minister. This, coupled
willi Llhe added resource re-
(juireinent for reliet and reha-
bililation programmes, has
forced the government to bor-

Post-flood Economy Waits for Stimulation

row heavily from the commer-
cial banking sector,

It 1s now accepted by most
economic observers that GDP,
which registered five per cent
plus growth in the two previous
fiscal thanks to tight fiscal op-
erations., agricultural expan-
sion and export upturn, may
stagnate around four to four
and half per cent in 1999, But
this modest growth — which is
fairly 'normal’ for Bangladesh
even in a normal sort ol year -
would also depend on effective-
ness of the povernment recov-
ery package.

There is little doubt that
stagnation in demand is having
a depressing effect across the
whole of the economy. Manu-
facturing industry can not re-
cover unless aggregate demand
increases substantially. Such
demand cannot increase unless
employment and income are
generated rapidly in the rural
areas. Such employment cre-
ation is moving at a slower pace
than is desired, particularly in
the absence of large scale fresh
investment in infrastructure
projects.

The question that would be
exercising the finance minis-
ter's mind is whether to try to
stimulale demand through a
sizeable injection of money
into the economy through in-
frastructure projects along with
rehabilitation programmes.
This would carry some serious
risks of inflation, but indus-
trial leaders feel the negative ef-
fects of inflation would be off-
set by the positive boost to
manufacturing and services,
which together account for
nearly 70 per cent of GDP. But
while such stimulation would
be desirable, given the depressed
state ol the economy, it would
be advisable to generate the
money through savings in
current exlpenditures and re-al-
location of resources from po-
litically-clictated projects in the
annual development pro-
gramme,
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OUNTRY'S number one
problem is how to resist
observance of ‘hartal’, a
local [orm of 'frequent’ non-
participation to expected
normal functions. Are we
culturally more akin te respond
to inactivity or to positive
actions? The f{ormer holds
more than the latter:; what
about the consciousness to well-
being of the self and the com-
munity? On the contrary, we
may be insensitive to our wel-
fare. Often we expect others to
achieve the desired results for
us. These state of mind and cul-
tural traits throw us easily to
Lhe trap of refraining from per-
forming normal functions and
indulge in observance of hartal,
Political leaderships, being
true representatives of our cul-
tural heritage, love to take re-
course lo hartal: they come
from same cultural stock as we
are. What is the way out? Is
there a way out, i.e.. could we
evolve a strategy, which would
salvage the nation from this
politico-cultural trap?
Certainly there is no direct,
simple and short selution out of
it. Many solutions have been
dished out of a conference mo-
bilised by The Daily Star!
Thanks to The Daily Star, at
least one activist agency is try-
ing to strike the conscience of
the people, if not all, at least
those who are exposed to the
news media. So The Daily Star
deserves to be acknowledged
positively for its search for an
exit from this trap.
Suggestions delivered in that
conference seemn to be more of
brainstorming exercise than

Dismal and Degrading Politics

by Dr Syed Jahangeer Haider

The need is to come out to form groups of activists continuously supporting to combat not hartal alone
but the root causes which give birth to such a menacing outcome for the nation.

really pursuing for a solution;
and solution did nol emerge,
What emerged from the confer-
erice is a very shortlived sensi-
tisation of a section ol pcople
against hartal. One may believe
such interventions would lead
lo something: it may or it may
not. In other words, no effective
solution emerged; because all
the participants were lookin

for a definite panacea (solulion
to the trap of hartal.

Efforts to solve social prob-
lems can succeed only if they
are based upon indisputable
facts and an adequate under-
standing of their background;
in-depth problem analysis is
one of the alternatives to seek
the ultimate desiderata. No
comprehensive analysis was at-
lermnpted in The Daily Star con-
ference to diagnose the factors
leading to the political impasse
that Bangladesh encounters to-
day.

Easiest way out is to blame
the politicians of a kind (at a
given point) as the agents creat-
ing the nuisance. Blaming the
politicians, who are initiating
the call for 'Hartal' can hardly
be rationalised. Why are the
general mass participating in
the process and who are actu-
ally participating — do we have
the clear answers to these
queries?

A section will say that peo-
ple are participating as they are
alraid to acl otherwise. The

other players are saying that
people support the cause of
hartal. But the 'people’ know
thal these are either half or
segment of truth, not the whole
truth.

The hard core poor — are
they willingly participating?
During hartal thousands of
rickshaws are found plying on
the street. They are desperate
and even if they are afraid, they
cannot afford to be participants
to this lunatic behaviour of re-
fraining [rom nermal funec-
tions of not seeking Lheir
livelithood. '

Even the Holy Quran, which
guides the lives of a great pro-
portion of people, discourages
directly to be absent from one's
own pursuit for livelihood. It
even discourages the believers
o remain in the mosques be-
yond the normal period of
prayers and encourages them lo
rush for the pursuit of liveli-
hood. How is it that day in and
day out open declarations are
being made in favour of obser-
vance of hartal?

Any sane intellectual would
hardly believe that one confer-
ence will find the right solution
to a complex problem like har-
tal. which is not only political:
with it is interlinked our cul-
tural, economic and political
set-up (mindset) gradually turn-
ing into a negative norm. So it
would lake long arduous strug-
gle for the whole nation to corne

oul of this trap. If ever we come
oul of this, it can eventuate or
even accelerate the process of
our national developrnent.
Every one is assuming that
hartal is a fleeting phenomenon
without understanding as to
how grave this single trait could
be and what national disaster
this could earn for us. One VETY
eminent personality was
estimaling enormous economic
loss that are being inflicted.
Could une measure the loss that
this habit [norm) is leading the
whole nation te? f it s
internalised, ., which. is not
totally unlikely, as a routine
stimulant to refraig  from
normal functions, what
identity this nation would ul-
timately project to the global
society? |
Already Bangladesh is a
haven for donors piety: what
more degradation we as a na-
tion are waiting for! SRould
lhis behaviour be erased over a
given period of time [shortly!)
with simple and direct inter-
ventions, like consensus among
only the political activists.
Such notion is neither scien-
tific nor would it hold any
prospect for us to come out of
the trap. Every morning we ex-
pect that the politicians will
eke out a solution out of this
trap. It is difficult to understand
why and how should they reach
to a solution unless there is
extensive social pressure co-
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Gas metres must
be installed

Sir, The government has in-
creased the price of gas by fif-
teen per cent, but we think in-
stead of increasing the price,
the government should install
metres for gas consumption be-
cause a huge amount of gas is
being wasted and we are afraid
that in the near future the coun-
try may face shortage of it,

Even if the gas burner re-
mains on for twenty-four
hours, one has to pay the fixed
armnount. 50 to save the price of
matches and to avoid the both-
eration of turning the burner on
and off, many people keep it
burning continuously Elnt? in
rainy season in many homes
wet clothes can be seéen hung
above gas stoves. These acts not
only result in wastage of gas in
massive amount but also in-
crease the risk of accidents.

S50, we think that if metres
are installed, people will be-
come conscious as they will
have to pay more money if the
burners remain on for a long
time.

We hope the government will
consider the matter with due
importance and take immedi-
ate steps to install gas metres.

Nur Jahan
Chittagong

Consumers
cheated

Sir, As a retail consumer, 1
have a query for the Minisu%]uf
Cominerce and the DCCI. The
currency of many countries
have devalued, some drasti-
cally, such as in Pakistan, In-
dia, the Asean countries, S Ko-
rea, to a much greater extent
than that in B adesh; but
the retail prices of the imported
goods sold in Dhaka have not
come down, compared to the
original prices a couple of years
ago,

& It means that the consumers
are not getting the benefit of the
devaluation, and the extra
profits are being absorbed by
the importers, the distributors.
and the middlemen. Officially

it is not being pointed out.
. The monitoring agencies are
silent about the issue. Who
looks after the interest of the
consumers? The CAB {s a body
in name only. The situation
should be explained to the pub-
lic by the agencies concerned
with the ‘free and open market'.
It is not the job of the con-
sumers to catch the manipula-
tors,

Would it be impolite to ask
for an explanation or ‘clarifi-
cation'?

A Zabr
Dhaka

Educational
institutions, or
rip-offs?

Sir, As the title indicates, 1
write the following passage in
order to give the reader a vague,
if not clear, picture of the pre-
vailing situation in the bur-
geoning number of private uni-
versities in Bangladesh, espe-
cially the financial aspects. I
realise that the numerous pa-
trons of these institutions will
not enjoy the details.

All educational institutions,
public and private, have the
duty to provide students with an
opportunity to educate them-
selves. It is not that private
universities do not provide this
service; it is just that they
charge exorbitant prices! The
most talented students — those
with outstanding HSC results or
excellent "O" and "A" Level
grades — cannot avail the op-
portunity offered by the private
institutions due to the lack of
finance. Most students avoid
Dhaka Untversity due its vari-
ous political pmz]ema and ses-
sion jams. So where do these
students go?

mentioned “"exorbitant
prices” but one cannot imagine
the extent! In one of the well-
known private institutions a
student has to pay about Tk
11,000 per subject in addition to
‘other charges” while in an-
other, one has to pay about Tk
10,000 per subject. The "other
charges" in *oth universities
vary, ultimately resulting in

" computer lab o

almost the same amount being
paid in both universities! To
study 4 or 5 subjects, a student
nhas to pay about Tk 50,000 to
Tk 60.000 per semister! Yet
soine teachers have the audac-
ily to say that their respective
institutions are non-profit
making organisationsl
Unimaginable for many, never-
theless. this is the reality! This
‘other charges” constitute
mainly the use of the computer
facilities, facilities like the li-
brary etc. But if you enter the
any private
university you will find 'an-
cient’ computers either full of
vi.as or having a waorthless
mouse acws~aed to it!

The worst part about these
institutions is that even with
such a huge amount of money
being paid, the education stan-
dard is not up to the mark! By
now it must be obvious to the
reader that at one time or an-
other, [ was, unfortunately, part
of one of these institutions. I
would like to share a personal
experience. | had a Math Course
which mainly covered Calculus
and Coordinate Geometry. At
the end of the semister I passed
oul wilh an "A" grade; but today
if someone asks me to explain
or solve even a basic problem
regarding calculus, 1 will fail
miserably!

NuwaJa}rs it is a fashionable
trend to join these private insti-
tutions. Students can exhibit
their expensive cars, mobiles
phones and designer wears. The
universities need not have card
phones to facilitate the stu-
dents!

For students who plan to
join any private university in
Bangladesh, all 1 can say is,
"Think twice!"

Starbright
Dhaka

To the NU

Sir, In order to cater to the
need for English knowing peo-
le in the country many ways
ave been attempted both in the
private and the government sec-
tor institutions. Among the
steps taken is the private sector
in the mushroom growth of

coaching centres from the city

of Dhaka to the thana head-
quarters attracting the students
through colourful advertise-
ments. Failing to manage a
suitable job educated people
here resort to setting up English
coaching centres with the objec-
live of becoming rich overnight.
Some of them have already
reached this goal successfully,
‘Gel admission and speak En-
glish after two hours” reads an
advertisement, I don't know
which magic they apply to do
s0. One of my friends has estab-
lished an English coaching cen-
ire in his house. He did master's
in Geography and has a ve

or knowledge of English. It is,

owever, interesting that he
has earned a lot of money
through this business,

At the government level. En-
glish is taught as a compulsory
subject [rom Class III to XII. Re-
cently at a seminar it was dis-
cussed that English should be
introduced fromn Class One. It is
not known when and how this
decision in going to be materi-
alised.

The National University on
the other hand has introduced
English as a cum‘j)ulsm}r subject
for all Degree and Honours stu-
dents irrespective of their dis-
ciplines. Although late, at least
national awareness about an
international language is felt.
But the condition to obtain pass
marks in this subject is rather
discouraging. We do hope it will
be modified in the years to
comne.

The introduction of Honours
in English in the government
and the private colleges by the
National University is rather
cinbarrassing. There is hardly
any competent teacher in most
of these colleges to teach Hon-
ours courses. Moreover, the
shortage of teachers coupled
with political chaos in these
colleges has given a golden op-
portunity to the students to
copy en masse in the examina-
tion halls. The invigilators are
silent spectators there.

[s the NU aware of this fact?
Md Masum Billah,

BELT Programme,
Bangladesh Open University.

ercing them to abandon the ir-
rational path.

Why should the politicians
abandon the path of hartal as
an effective instrument of
achieving their positive ends,
which is to gain control on the
rein of power not people? In the
context of Bangladesh, any po-
litical group would take re-
course to such method, unless
they are disinterested to gain
material benefits.

Where shall we find such
group of people, who would re-
nounce power and authority? it
cannot be expected from a Jarge
number of politically [(in our
context] motivated actlivists. So
let us abandon the idea that
politicians would act sanely,
when all other groups of indi-
viduals are also not acting
sanely in their respective do-
main of occupational existence.
Are the professors sacrificing;
business people abandoning the
path of SEEI‘HEIESS profit mak-
ing: are the bureaucrats manag-
ing the government functions
rationally; if not then why ask
only the Enliﬁcians to become
noble and love people and the
nation? The critical interven-
tion has to emerge through a
concerted process of total na-
tional sensitisation and en-
gagement to generate a socio-
political pressure resulting to
denunciation and alleviation of
the menacing trap of hartal.

It is not easy to identify solu-
tinis and nol even hundred
conferences will possibly take
us to that status. What then is
the solution! Solutions will not
precede the process of realistic
and complete understanding of
the causes of hartal. If any sin-
gle or group of individuals pro-
ject themselves as the modern
messiah and claim that they
have all the answers to the na-
tional problems, then we are
certainly misled.

Before this deliberation be-

comes (oo intellectual and
skeptic, it is now appropriate to-
attempt to suggest some of the
ways that this problem could be
addressed, The misleading as-
sumptions currently are that
the problems of hartal can be
solved just in a short while by
urging the politicians Lo solve
the same for the people. In the
ultimate analysis people lead
the politicians not the politi-
cians guiding the people: they,
like many others, serve people's
wishes provided they
(politicians) are true represen-
tatives. The other realistic as-
sumption is that without efforts
and resources of all kinds
(money, time, energy and intel-
lect) invested this menacing
national problem would not
leave us overnjght. u: o

The need.is to come out like
The Daily. Star, as it has to
some exteni demonstrated, to
form groups of activists contin-
uously supporting to combat
not hartal alone but the root
causes which give birth to such
a menacing outcome for the na-
tion. Cross section of the people
are to be mobilised to stand in
unison and raise one natlional
voice against hartal and resist
it. One may say, who would pro-
vide tLe resources and engine to
drive the groups of liny activists
lo become conscience of the
nation in size and intensity to
launch the struggle against any
negative national disposition
not only hartal? If such a move
has to come from a single
source, the movement would
possibly not succeed; instead
the effort has to be broadbased
and some core individuals (who
assembled in The Daily Star
conference to find solutions)
may take the lead with patience
and perseverance with long
term objectives (ensuring con-
tinuous follow-up actions), not
a shortlived pursuit for quick
solution, even though that is
what we always pray for and
dream about!

The writer is the Executive
Director, Research Evaluation
Associates for Development —
READ.

the living room of Andy Haas in Queens, New York. Andy

has just broken into the Guinness Book of Records by

watching every principal in the * Senate presidential
impeachment trial make his presentation.

Haas vowed he would watch all of the Senate prosecutors, as

well as the president's defenders, without going to the bath-

rooI.

Doctors, psychologists and political experts said it was im-
the speeches and maintain one's sanity.
%ahlia. and his children, who wit-

nessed Andy's feat and begged him not to continue.

As you can see, after his ordeal, Andy is not in goods shape.
He is mumbling to himself, and there is foam on his lips.

“Andy, you have heard 12 speakers. Do you believe that Pres-
ident Bill Clinton has committed a high crime or a misde-

possible to listen to a
With Andy are his wife,

meanour?”
"Hrrrrmmmhbrrum.”
"What did you say?”

The doctor rushes over and takes his pulse. "He's getting de-

hydrated. Give him water."

"Dahlia, are you proud of your husband?"

"l think he's crazy. No one could listen to that many speeches
and hope to come out of it the way he went in."

"Andy, since you are the only viewer left who has heard all
the presentations, do you have a message for us?"

‘I regret I have only one life to give to my country."

“Very good, Andy. Do you plan to listen Lo the witnesses as

well?"

"Give me liberty or give me death.”
"Now let's go to the children. Kids, what do you think of your
father's determination to listen to all the prosecutors’ cases?"
"He lost his I!luh because he won't go to work. His
is hearing. But that's the way Dad is. When he
puts his mind to wantinﬁ to hear all the facts concerning alleged

e's a real Larry Flynt.
By arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and UNB,

shot and so is

sex in the White House,

A Record for Crazies

GDDD evening, this is Harry Morrison of CNN. We are in

eyesight is




