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The crown passes on in Jordan,
upheavals in ME may follow

JERUSALEM, Feb 8: The

passing of the crown in Jordan
may be followed by a series of
changes and upheavals in the
volatile Middle East. reports
AP.

Jordan's new ruler is yet to
be- tested in a crisis. Israel's
elections on May 17 will de-
termine the future of Israel's
peace with the Palestinians.
Yasser Arafat has vowed to de-
clare Palestinian statehood
this year. Key Mideast coun-
tries, including Saudi Arabia
and Syria. have aging and ail-
ing leaders,

In Jordan., King Abdullah.
Hussein's son and successor,

will face the domestic chal-
lenges of unemployment,
poverty and water shortages.

He will also have to keep an
eye on his neighbours. For
years, Jordan has been the tar-
get of meddling and intimida-
tion from abroad. In the 1970s
and 80s, Syria threatened Jor-
dan with invasion and Israel
put its troops on the border
ready to intervene. Jordan's
large Palestinian population
staged an uprising that ended in

massive bloodletting. Today.
hundreds nt‘thuusanc‘gﬁ of Iragis
in Jordan provide a possible
avenue for Iraq's Saddam Hus-
sein to pressure Jordan's new
leader.

Hussein's death is also the
start of a generational shift in
the Middle East, King Fahd of
Saudi Arabia is close to 75. His
health problems — a stroke, di-
abetes, gall bladder and arihn-
tis — have left day-to-day gov-
ermnment in the hands of Crown
Prince Abdullah, himself in his
70s.

Syrian President Hafez As-
sad, 68, who has sulfered re-
peated heart problems, is re-
Enrtedl}r maneuvering to have

is son Bashar, a colonel in the
army, succeed hini.

Future governments may set
new tones for Saudi Arabia.
among the region's wealthiest
states, and Syria. a leader of
anti-Israel militance.

For Israel, the change in the
Hashemite monarchy in Jor-
dan throws inito question the
stability of a key buller state
between the Jewish state and
the Arab world.

It will likely be years before
Jordan's new king wields the
sort ol clout that his father
brought to bear in interna-
tional affairs. The absence of
Husscin-the-peacemaker may
be critical, especially at a time
when the besieged Clinton ad-
ministration is trving to keep
the Israeli-Arab peace process
from collapsing,

On May 17, Iscaeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu's hard-line approach
Lo negotiations with the Pales-
tinians will be tested in na-
tienwide elections. His dovish
Labour Party opponent. Ehud
Barak, would likely go ahead
with more West Bank with-
drawals than Netanvahu, who
has a attached a series of condi-
tions.

Arafat has vowed o declare
a Palestiruan siate this year.
possibly even May 4, when Lhe
interimm peace agreement with
Israel expires. That could set
the stage for a major showdown
with Israel, since Netanyahu
has threatened to annex kev
parts of the West Bank in
reprisal.

Also uncertain is the role of

Islamic militants in the Israeli
election and the future of Jor-
dan. Senior Palestinian offi-
cials say they fear that radical
Hamas and Iranian-backed
militants could launch new
sujcide bombings in Israel, like
those that marred Israel's last
election campaign in 1996. Ne-

tanyahu came to power on a
wave of Israeli anger againsi

those atlacks.

Hamas leaders say they
won't provoke unrest in Jordan
as a step toward taking over [s-
rael. but they denounce Jordan

for refusing to let its territory

be used for anti-Israeli attacks.
"Witheut an ally like the

Hashemites, Jordan would have

become a rallying point for
Arab and Islamic armies" in
support of the Palestinians,
saicd an editorial Fridzay in the
weekly Hamas magazine, Al
Risala.

And in any period of re-
gipnal turbulence, experts say,
Islamic militants in Iran and
Saddam Hussein's government
in Irag could try to exploit un-
certainty for their own ends.
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King Hussein's brothers, Prince Hassan (L) and Prin
of Jordan, Prince Abdullah (R), during
Sunday, some three hours after King Hussein died of cancer. The death

monarch ended a

country into mourning and uncertainty.

ce Mohamad, talk with tl
an emergency parliament session in Amman

¢ new King

of the 63-year-cld

tumultuous half-century reign and plunged his pivotal Middle Eastern

— AFP photo

Serbia,Kosovo negotiators

scrutinise peace plan

RAMBOUILLET, France, Feb
8 : Serbian and ethnic Albanian
negotiators on Monday pored
over an interniational peace
plan for Kosovo "line by line" as
they entered their second day of
talks on ending the bloody con-
flict in the troubled province,
reports AFP.

The bitter rivals summoned
to the Chateau of Rambouillet
under a threat of NATO
airstrikes were huddled in sep-
arate rooms as they studied de-
tails of the peace plan master-
minded by the six-nation Con-
tact Group on ex-Yugoslavia,

"We believe that from Mon-
day there will be substantial
line-by-line discussions of the
issues,” said Phil Reeker,
spokesman for US mediator
Christopher Hill who is repre-
senting the Contact Group and
is largely behind the peace plan.

According to an Albanian
source close to the negotiations,

German ruling
party loses
majority in
upper house

WIESBADEN, Germany, Feb
8. Chancellor Gerhard Schroed-
er's Social Democrats have
stumbled in their first electoral
test since September's general
election, losing control of the
upper house of parliament in
Bonn, reports Reuters.

The SPD and their ecologist
Green allies — a carbon copy of
the coalition ruling at national
level — lost power in the central
state of Hesse on Sunday in an
election that turned on plans to
ease citizenship laws for for-
eigners.

The defeal. billed by the op-
position as a referendum on
Schroeder’s first four months
in office coast him a majority
in the Bundesrat in Bonn giving
the Conservative Christian
Democrats (CDS) the power to
block planned tax reforms.

A rejuvenated CDU jumped
to 43.4 per cent from 39.2 per
cent of the vote in Hesse, a pros-
perous central state that in-
cludes Frankfurt, Germany's
financial capital. The CDU's
coalition partners, the Liberal
Free Democrats. scored 5.1 per
cent, according lo preliminary
official results.

2 Christian
teenagers
killed 1n

Orissa

NEW DELHI, Feb 8: Uniden-
tified attackers killed two
Christian teenagers and criti-
cally wounded another in a for-
est in southeast India. In an-
other state, in the north east.
rival tribal groups clashed with
one another, burning down a
church, newspapers reported
Monday, says AP,

It was not immediately clear
if Sunday's killings in Orissa
state were related to the recent
rape of a nun by two men
dressed as women and the at-
tack by suspected Hindu ex-
tremists who burned an Aus-
tralian missionary and his two
Young sons.

Newspapers quoted Orissa
state police as saying the at-
tackers attempted to rape the

irl before kiﬁlng her in the
orests of Kandamal district.

The girl and three boys were
collecting firewood in the for-
est, the mass circulated Indian
Express newspaper reported, I{
quoted police as saying that ini-
tial investigation pointed to
only ene assailant,

One of the boys was killed in
the attack and another hospi-
talised in critical condition. the
reports said, ’

In the northeastern state of
Assam, thousands of kilome-
lres away, a church was burned
down following a clash between
rival Bodo and Santhal tribals
on Sunday.

Details of the incident in
Kokrajhar district were not
immediately available, but the
area has witnessed clashes be-
tween the two groups for
decades over control of the
mineral-rich forests.

Both tribal groups tradi-
tionally are animists but in re-
cent years many of them have
become Christians.
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the Kosovar delegation is in-
sisting that before any substan-
tial discussions get underway a
ceasefire accord be signed by the
two warring parties with inter-
national guarantees.

But Hill and his two co-me-
diators in the talks -- Wolfgang
Petritsch for the European
Union and Boris Mayorsky rep-
resenting Russia -- have balked
at the demands. pointing out
that the ceasefire call was al-
ready part of the draft plan on
the negotiating table.

The Albanian source said
the Kosovar delegation is also
seeking a national referendum
on the status of Kosovo after a
three-year interim period as
well as a clear definition of the
sltalus of the province, whose
autonomy was revoked by Bel-
grade in 1989. |

In addition it wants NATO to
sign any peace accord reached

at Rambouillet.

These demands were report-
edly rejected by the three medi-
ators who are insisting on a
step-by-step approach to reach-
g a settlement.

The Serb negotiators have
s0 lar adopted a cooperative at-
titude doring the talks with
their main concern being that
[he province remain part of Yu-
goslav territory. a Serbian
source close to the talks said.

“We are here with an open
mind but we have made clear
Lthat these talks can only pro-
ceed if the basic demand of pre-
serving the territorial integrity
ol Yugoslavia is guaranteed,"
the source said,

Sergei Bazdnikin, May-
orsky's spokesman, said both
delegations had made nurnerous
proposals as the talks got

underway Sunday but the medi-
ators have insisted they stick to
the peace plan before them,

US First Lady Hillary Clinton (R} 15 welcunmied by Nafis
Sadik, former president of the Society for International

Development, during Hillary's wvisit ta the Non-
Governmental Organisations Forum in The Hague
Sunday. — AFP photo

Lankan navy

destroy LTTE boats: s-

Lankan naval gunboals destroyed two Tamil Tiger rebel boats
and damaged another four in a major sea battle off the narthern
Jaffna peninsula vesterday, navy officials said, Reuters reports

from Colombo.

Slate-ownied radio said 15 rebels were killed

bt raval offi-

cials said they were unsure of the number of guerilia casualties.
Four sailors were wournded in the battle they said.

Wildfire rages in N Japan: vor

than 600 firefighters and military personne

hattled for a

second day to contain a wildfire in nerthern Japan. police and
local fire officials said Monday, AP reports from Tokvo.

The blaze already has destroyed 25 hectares ol pine trees and
other tracts of forest near the town of Namie over the past 18
hours. No one has been injured by the fire, which broke out
Sunday atternoon. The cause of the wildlire has yel 1o be deter-

mined.

GEI'InaIl hﬂStﬂges ﬁ'ﬂﬂd itl YF'E'IHEH: Yern-

eni tribesmen on Sunday released a German niether and her son
who were kidnapped last month. security officials said, AP

reports from San'a.

The two were well after being freed by inembers of the Bakeel
tribe. The tribesmen abducted the mother with her son and
daughter on Jan. 26 but released the daughter last Saturday o
deliver a message to the Germnan Embassy

13 die 1in Brazil

leen inmates were killed during a

prison riot: -

prison rebellion in the

soulhern Brazilian state of Sao Paulo on Sunday, national
Globu television reported, says Reulers from Sao Faulo,

The rebellion erupted during visiling hiours at the {al in Pi-
raju. A relative of one of the 1mmimates told Globho that a distur-
bance broke out during visiting hours, and there was & crush as
visitors rushed to leave, The prisoners apparently tock no

hostages,
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Drug court opens in Australia:
Australia opened a US-styvle drug court yvesterday i what
officials called a turnaround in the justice system's trealtment
of eriminal addicts, AFP reports from Svdney. )

The court in Sydney's west is modelled on a successful US ex-
peritnent and will offer drug-addicted criminals a chance to
head for rehabilitation and a hetter life instead of jail.
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Wﬂdlifé authorities raided a warchiouse in northern

023 snakes seized in Malarysia:

alaysia,

seizing 1.523 snakes, many of them poisenous. and arrested two
men for smuggling the reptiles into the country, a news report
said Monday. AP says from Kuala Lumpur.

Cobras and vipers were among the varieties authorities
found slithering inside sacks at a warehouse on the border with

Thailand in Perlis state,
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Palestinian support
for attacks against
Israel drops ,

JERUSALEM, Feb 8: Pales-
tinian support for attacks
against Israel has dropped and
support for the peace process
has grown, according to a poll
released Sunday, reports AP.

The survey of 1,318 Pales-
tintans in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip found that 41 per
cent of the respondents said
they were for attacks on Israel
targels, compared to 53 per cent
in December who supported
suich attacks. Four per cent of
those questioned expressed no
opinion, The question did not
specify military or civilian tar-

gets,

The level of support for the
peace process, even in its frozen
stage, has risen to 73 per cent
[rom 66 per cent in December
Just after Israel's hard-line gov-
ernment suspended implemen-
tation of the latest Mideast
peace deal.

According to the poll con-
ducted by The Centre for Pales-
tine Research and Studies, an
mdependent think tank in the
West Bank city of Nablus, sup-
port for a unilateral declara-
tion of statehood dropped by 5
per cent in January to 52 per
cent.

Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat has said he could declare
statehood in May when the cur-
rent Israeli-Palestinian peace
accords are to be completed.

Khalil Shikaki. director of
the research centre, attributed
the shift in attitude reFarding
attacks and support for the
peace process to developments
in Israeli politics and a possible
change in government in up-
corning elections.

He suggested conflicting
statements from Palestinian
officials regarding statehood
are the reason behind a drop in

support for the a unilateral dec-
el T3 10T,
- |
Chechen lawmakers
will resist move
to introduce
I[slamic law

MOSCOW, Feb 8: Lawmakers
it Chechnya said they would
resist President  Aslan
Maskhadov's order to disband
Par!ianmnl and introduce Is-
idrmnic law in the breakaway
Russian republic. a news agency
reported Monday, says AP,

Several Pari’iamﬂnt menmni-
bers appeared on state televi-
sion  Sunday to blast
Maskhadov's order as a direct
brearh of Chechniya's constitu-
tion, which calls for a seculiar
stale

FPresident Maskhadov has
removed the people from gov-
<rning the state.” Isa Idigov, the
nead of the foreign alffairs
commitles said, according to
the I'TAR-Tass news agency.

Maskhadov's aclion was
seerl 48 a victory for his hard-
line foes. who have sought o es-
tablish Islamic law in Chech-
nya sirice the republic worn de-
[acto independence from Russia
inn a 1994-96 war.

The parliamment was (o con-
vene Tuesday to continue debate
orn Maskhadov's decision. It
said Saturday that it will not
stop working despite the presi-
dential order revoking its leg-
islalive powers.

Meanwhile, a prominent
warlord who has called for
Maskhadov' ouster, announced
on Sunday that he was disband-
ing his Marshana Toba
[I'reedorn Party) because the in-
troduction of Islamic law, or
Shanah, made it irrelevant.

Asian leaders eulogise King Hussein

SINGAPORE, Feb 8: Asian
leaders eulogised the late King
Hussein of Jordan today and
hailed him for his contribu-
tions to world peace, reports
Reulers.

Japan reaffirmed its role as
Jordan's largest aid donor. as
Frime Minister Keizo Obuchi
and Crown Prince Naruhito
prepared to leave Tokyo for
Amman to attend the funeral of
the king, who died on Sunday.

I am going to praise afres
his (King Hussein's} great con-
tributions to international
peace and express my deep con-
dolences," Obuchi told re-
porters.

"As Japan is the largest
donor to Jordan and the stabil-
ity of Jordan itself will lead to
peace in the Middle East, 1
think it is important for Japan
to play a major role {in helping
the country)," Obuchi said. |

Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina said King Hus-
sein's death was a loss to "peace-
loving people throughout the
world”

"King Hussein will especially
be remembered for his vision-
ary and pivotal role in the
launching and earrying for-
ward of the Middle East peace
process and for the all round
development znd progress

achieved by Jordan," Indian.

President K R. Narayanan said
inn 4 statement. India has sent
Vice president Krishnan Kant to
Lthe funeral

"He will long be remembered
for his pivotal role in promot-
ing peace and stability in the
region and indeed in the whole
world,"” echoed Pakistan Primne
Minister Nawaz Sharif, who
was also to attend the funeral,

Cambodia's King Norodom
Sihanouk sald Hussein was 2
greal king who in his 47 years
on the throne had done an
enormous amount to advance
peace between nations.

The 1994 peace treatf' be-
tween Jordan and Israel and
King Hussein's role in the 1998
Wye River land-for-security ac-
cord were lasling testaments to
his personal abilities and

standing, Australian Prime
Minlster John Howard said,

"His role in the region's ef-
forl to come to terms with its
deep problems is iruly historic,"
Howard said.

Thailand said it was contfi-
dent King Hussein's legacy
would coantinue 1n his son and
successor, King Abdullah.

'l think the new Jordanian
King will pursue the policy of

eace maker laid down by his
ate father who did a great deal
and contributed to peace in the
Middle East,” Foreign Minister
Surin Pitsuwat told reporters.

Many leaders spoke of King
Huseein's work in developing
ties between the Middle East
and Asia. The king had visited
Japan four times and had also
been to China a number of
times.

"King Hussein was an old
frienid to the Chinese peaple and
piayed an active role in advaric-
ing Sino-Jordanian friendship
and cooperation,” Chinese For-
eign  Ministry spokesman
Xhang Qiyue said.
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Flood kills 20
in Philippires

BUTUAN, Fhilippines, Feh
8. Pounding rains I{)nnded Imore
than 300 farm villages in the
southern Philippines, killing at
least 20\ people and forcing the
evacuation of 19,000 others, of-
ficials said Monday, reports
AP,

Four people were injured and
four others were missing, in-
cluding two children believed to
have been buried in a landslide
in Butuan City.

Rescuers on boats and heli-
copters searched flooded areas
and delivered food and
medicine to evacuation centres
in four provinces as the weather

improved Monday, Defence
sSecretary Orlando Mercado
said, '

Officials attributed the

rains, which began last Thurs-
day, to the La Nina weather
phenomenon. in which water
temperatures fall in the Pacific
Ocean,

In Butuan, a logging centre of
abyout 300,000 people in Agusan
del Norie province, the tloods
triggered landslides. washed out
a bridge and forced officials to
cuf electrical power as floodwa-
ters reached the roofs of many
houses.

Jakarta hopes to
settle status of
E Timor by April

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 8:
Indonesia's Foreign Minister
Ali Alatas said un Sunday he
noped to have a “"model” by
April on the future status of
troubled East Timor, a former
Portuguese colony his country
controls, reports Reuters,

Bu:t he rejected again pro-
posals for a referendum for the
territory and said Timorese
leaders could decide on auton-
omy or independence but not
autonomy leading to indepen-
dence as many prefer.

Alatas and his Portuguese.

counterpart, Jaime Gama, are
holding two days of talks at the
United Nations mediated by UN
envoy Jamsheed Marker, with
indonesia explaining its new
position on independence for
Timor after decades of refusing
to consider it.

ine two ministers metl
briefly with Secretary General
Kofi Annan before he left for
the funeral of Jordan's King
Hussein.
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Police patrol inside Golden Temple

Sikh authorities shut down
HQ in protest

AMRITSAR, Feb 8: Members
of a committee that controls
Sikh religious shrines said
Monday they had shut down
their administrative headquar-
ters, the latest episode in a
power struggle between moder-
ate and hard-line Sikhs that
some lear could erupt into vio-
lence, reports AP.

Five members of the 15-
member committee said they
closed the offices Saturday be-
cause plain clothes officers
were patrolling inside the
Golden Temple, Sikhism’'s holi-
est shrine, But state police chief
Pooran Chand Dogra said Moni-
day his officers were oniy work-
Ing outside the temple, conduct-
ing surveillance to prevent any
violence,

Politics in Punjab, where
Sikhs are a majority, is heavily
influenced by religious bodies
like the committee that operate
from the Golden Temple com-
plex in Amritsar, 450 Kilome-

On Saturday, Badal, who is
the highest elected official of
the st: te. ordered some 400 po-
lice to guard the Golden Temple,
but most withdrew from the
area quickly following rising
tension. Badal said he was con-
cerned about maintaining law
and order in the days before the
committee meeting,

tres west of New Delhi. State
Chief Minister Prakash Singh
Badal. a moderate Sikh. is
locked in a conlrontation with
the chief of the shrine commit-
tee, Gurcharan Singh Tohra.
The move by Tohra's five
supporters on the commiti=e to
close the office could keep the
other 10 members — supporters
of Badal -— from helding a2 meet-
ing scheduled fgr Wednesday.
The 10 Badal supporters were
believed planning to try to re-
niove the chiel priest of Lhe
conumunity, Bhal Ranjit Singh.
sSingh and Tohra are allies,

Ethiopia launches fresh
attacks on Eritrea

NAIROEI, Feb 8. Ethioptan
troops backed by helicopter
gunslips and fi,e_{ﬁltr aircrafi
were attacking Eritrean posi-
tionis today, the Eritrean gov-
ernment announced, while say-
ing s troops had killed more
than 250 Ethiopran soldiers on
Sunday.

"Over 250 Ethiopian soldiers
were killed while 18 were cap-
tured in the clashes along the
(Western) Mereb- Setit front yes-
terday.” said an Eritrean for-
eign ministry communique
axed to AFP's Nairobi bureau

"This morning (Mondayl, the,

Ethiopian rergime has yet again
launched a fresh attack on the
Mereb-Setit front employving
helicopter gunships and fighter
aircraft while simultaneously
opening a new attack (farther
east)] on Lhe Alitena-Mereb
front in southern Eritrea,” it
said.

The communigue stated that
on Saturday, "two (Ethiopian)
brigades were completely routerd

and another two severely bat-
tered.”

The Ethijopian government,
11 a communique issued Sun-
day evening., meanwhile
ciaimed 10 have repulsed Er-
itrean counter-attacks on the
western fronl at the weekend
and charged that Eritrean ar-
tillery had again bombarded
the northern Ethiopian town of
Adigrat, on Lhe central froni.

The shelling lasted half an
hour, 1t said.

‘Early reperts ifrom Adigrat
indicate that seven civilians
were seriously infured,” the
communinue swd.

According to the Ethiopian
communique. Eritrea had
launclied counter offensives "in
an attemnpt {o recapture the im-
porfant stronghold of Geza
Gerlase which Ethiopia won
vesterday (Saturday).

“The Ethiopian ariny has
successiully repelled these at
tacks and continues to hold the
post,” the statement said,

CAPE CANAVERAL. Florida,
Feb 8 A comet-chasing space-
craft named Stardust rocketed
away Sunday on a seven-year,
4 8 billion Kms guest to bring
back precious comet dust, re-
poris AP,

stardust began its formi-
dable journey one day late,
soaring into a clear afternoon
sky abroad a Boeing Delta
rocket. A last-minute radar
problem on Saturday caused the
delay.,

NASA's Stardust mission is
thie lirst attemnpt to gather ma-
terial {rom beyond the moon
and return it to Earth.

It is also the first time the
LIS space agency has sent a
robol on an extraterrestrial
pickup and delivery mission.
The last time the agency went
after sarnples in outer space was
Apcllo 17 in 1972, the last of
the manned lunar landings.

"Not only do we have to get to
where we're going ... but then

weve got to turn around and

come home again,” said Carl
Pilcher, NASA's science direc-
tor lor solar system explo-
rationt. "This certamnly adds a
new level of complexitv and
difficulty.”

Scientists feel it's worth the
extra effort and risk

Comels are frozen time cap-
sules; the icy, rocky bodies are
thought to be pieces of the orig-
inal bui!di::f, blocks of the solar
system and may well contain
compounds ftrom which life
formed. Abundant in water and
carbon-based molecules,
comets continually bombarded
Earth some 4 billion years ago.

"Comets can tell us about the
history of the early solar sys-
tem and the early history per-
haps of our own Earth," ex-
plained the Jet Propulsion Lab-
oratory s Martha Hanner. an
astronomer taking part in the
210 million dollars Stardust

mission. =
Stardust ts to meet up with

“Comet Wild-2 in January 2004,

'

NASA launches comet-chasing Stardust

passing within sorme 145 kmis of
the two and a 4 km diametre
iceball. The comet is named for
its discoverer, retired astron-
omy professor Paul Wild.

who travelied
from Switzerland for the
launch.

Tiny comet fragments — no
bigger than a grain of salt —
hopefully will be trapped by a
pop-up collector that's covered
with a transparent, ultralight
glass foam called aerogel. The
most vulnerable parts of the
385-kilogram spacecraft, about
the size of a large refrigerator,
are shielded to protect against
the swirl of particles.

“We're going as close as we
can without getting killed," said
Stardust's chiel scientists,
Bonald Brownlee, a University
of Washington astronomer.

If all goes well. the comet
samples — along with interstel-
lar dust gathered en route to the
comet — will reach Earth in
January 2006.
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Defeucebegms its case

Anwar takes.witness stand

RUALA LUMPUR, Feb 8:
Dusted Neputy Prime Minister
Anwar \brahim suggested dur-
ing the tirst day of his delence
Monday nal he was fired and
charged with corruption be-
cause he had too much dirt on
senicr dovernment officials,
reports Af

Carrving his own brielcase
and wearing a light blue shirt
and black trousers. Anwar took
the stand when called by his
lead delence atltorney Raja Aziz
Addruse. His defence team in-
tended to prove that a2 high-
i=vel political conspiracy was
hehind the four corruption
charges against him,

But this hine of defence was
immediately quashed by the
judge. who said that evidence of
a so-called conspiracy theory
wias ‘"hased on wrong reason-
f1g,”

Anwar was asked about his
duties as chairman of the Cabi-
net Committee on Government
management. Feur Cahinet
minisiers, Attorney General

Mohtar Abdullah and the direc-
tor of the Anti-Corruption
Arency sil on the commities.

This commiliee receives
many appeals regarding gov-
cinment bankrupteies, corrup-
tion cases and allegations in-
volving ministers, senior offi-
cials and even the prime minis-
ter." Anwar teslified.

Anwar said he investigated
“the waste of billions™ by the
Public Works Department and
the Ministry of Defence. Anwar
said there were some cases in
which the ACA had to awail di-
rection from Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohanad.

"This happens because it in-
volves political leaders or top
government officials," Anwar
said. "I don't know if the prime
niinister forwards all these
cases to the attorney general,
because [requently the director
of the ACA tells me that there
are obstructions against them
from conducting investiga-
lions."

Unfunny valentine....

NEW YORK: Observing the 10th anniversary of the Iranian
‘Fatwa' condemning him for Blasphemous writings, British
author Saiman Rushdie says the death threat has given him a
stronger commitment Lo literary freedom and a new appre-

cialion for iove, reparts AP,

A writer's injurnies are his sirengths, and from his wounds
will tlow Ins sweetest, most starting dreams,” Rushdie writes in
a briel essay in the Feb 15 issue of the New Yorker magazine.

"“The best defence of literary freedoms lies in thelr exercise,
in eontinnung to make untrammelled, uncowed books. So,
pevond grief. bewilderment and despair, 1 have rededicated

myself to cur high calling.”
The hitle of the essay, "My

date — Feb, 14,

Khomeind fold

Fushdie foar

Unfunny Valentine," refers to the
1389 — on which ITran's Ayatollah Ruhollah
Musiims worldwide it was their duty to kill
having insulled Islam in his novel, “Satanic

Verses. ' Feb, 14 is Valentine's Day in the United States, a hol-

iday for celebrating love.

"Lite can be harsh, and for a decade St Valentine's Day has
reminded me of that harshness,” he says. "But these dark
anniversaries of the appalling valentine 1 was sent in 1989 have
also heen times Lo reflect on the countervailing value of love, ..
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Nigerian models show

case the beauty and richness in

e

African fabrics at the yearly Silverbird Fashion Show in

— AFP photo




