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Discussion on

poet Nazrul
By DU Correspondent

A discussion meeting on
"Life and Literature” marking
the birth centenary of Nation
Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam was held
al the Bangla Academy yester-
day evening.

Presided over by Prof
Rafiqul Islam, the function was
addressed by Dr Karunamay
Goshami, Prof Shafiuddin
Ahmed and Habibullah Siraji.
Prof Sharawar Hossain pre-
sented the keynote paper.

The Bangla Academy au-
thorities will also observe the
birth centenaries of five other
famous personalities of the
country, ’?’hey are Jibanananda
Das, Kazi Motahar Hossain, Bo-
lai Chand Mukhopaddya, Abul
Mansur Ahmed and Moham-
mad Barkatulla.

Meanwhile, the Academy au-
thorities have postponed all its

traditional programmes for to-
day and tomorrow due to 48-
hour countrywide shutdown
that begins today, sources said.

However, the book fair will
remain open, the sources added.

A total of 34 new books have
been intreduced at the fair yes-
terday.

Cabinet condoles
death of King
Hussein

The Cabinet yesterday
adopted a resolution expressing
deep condolence at the death ol
King Hussein-bin-Talal of the
kingdom of Jordan, reports
APB.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina presided over the meet-
ing held at her office.

The resolution said that the
brotherly people of Bangladesh
had been deeply shocked at the
demise of the King.

Munajat was also offered for
lhﬂlﬁalvatiﬂn ol the departed
soul,

The Cabinet resolved that a
three-day mourning will be ob-
served in the country and the
national flag will be kept at
half-mast as a mark of respect
to the departed Jordanian King.
Besides, a draft agreement on
operating modalities of transit
cargo between Nepal and
Bangladesh was approved at the
Cabinet meeting.

91 gunshots at
Hasina: One

arrested
By Staff Correspondent

Detectives arrested a man
yeslerday, who was reportedly
fired gunshots at the then
leader of the opposition in Par-
liament and the incumbent
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in the city's Kathalbagan area
in 1991.

FPolice identified
Wahiduzzaman,

He was arrested from the
city’'s Free School Street in
Kathalbagan at around 3:30 pmn
yvesterday.

Police also said that the ar-
rested man was earlier accused
in several other cases with Gul-
shan, Ramna. Motijheel and
Dhanmondi thana.

— Inside Today
Article
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In a clandestine deal, Cairn
Plc, the British oil company
that discovered and developed
the country's first off-shore gas-
field, is winding up from
Bangladesh by handing over all
its responsibilities and con-
cerns to Shell Qil, sources said.

This move has been 'com-
without any prior
kKnowledge of the government.
Petrobangla, contractually the
partner and regulator of Cairn,
Is totally unaware of this move.

Cairn high officials yester-
day announced to its local em-
FiD}?EES that the company would
1and over all its responsibili-
ties by June next and 'com-
{)lete]y wind up' from Bang-
adesh.
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By Sharier Khan

"This is a gross violation of
the contract between Cairn and
Petrobangla,” said one source.

Cairn signed two Production
Sharing Contracts (PSCs) with
Petrobangla on blecks 16 and
15 in May '94 and early '95 re-
spectively. Under the PSCs,
Cairn had agreed to invest in
Bangladesh on a 25-year term
through a series of ‘conditional
short phases.'

A well placed source in the
private oil and gas sector said
that the decision for winding up
apparently followed 'severe re-
cession of Cairn’s financial
health worldwide'. The stock
market position of Cairn at
London Stock Exchange had
plummeted to a rock bottom

level,

"Cairn has wrapped up in
Australia, China ang Bangkok
In the recent times. It is now
winding ﬂp from Bangladesh by
selling off its blocks to Shell,”
said the source, adding that the
company owners were, how-
ever, making high profit from
such wrap-ups.

The local chiefs of Shell and
Cairn could not be contacted for
their comments last night. The
local adviser of Cairn, when
contacted, refused to say any-
thing on the issue.

Cairn had also jointly sub-
mitted bids with Shell Oil on
six blocks in the second round
block bidding. Shell-Caim was
offered only one block — Block

5.

Originally a small company,
Calrn discovered the Sangu
gasfield in Block 16 in early '96.
Following the discovery, Cairn
brought in two financially
strong partners — Brown and
Roots of USA and Shell Qil of
UK-Netherlands — to develop
the field.

After it started developing
the gasfield early in '97, sources
said that it was spending reck-
lessly. Sangu had been one of
the major investments of Cairn
worldwide.

The financial crunch of
Cairn began early last vear
when international oil price
nosedived and share prices of
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Business leaders demand

Enact law to
ban hartal

Top business leaders yester-
day called for enacting appro-
priate laws in the Jatiya
Sangsad to ban hartals as these
are destroying the country's
economy, report agencies.

They appealed to the Presi-
dent to take initiative to bring
the government and opposition
across the table to resolve the
current standoff. They also dis-
cussed subrmission of a memo-
randum to the President by the
business community.

They also asked the ruling
and opposition parties to either
resolve disputes through dia-
logue or compensate for the
business losses,

In a closed-door meeting in
the city, chamber and trade as-
sociation leaders, irrespective
of their political
voiced their common stand
against hartal as the BNP-led
opposition moved to enforce a
48-hour shutdown from today.

They, however, did not an-
nounce any concrete action
programme against hartal.

"The action is yet to be
firmed ug ... It'll aim at mobil-
ising public opinions,” one of
the meeting sources told UNB.

However, the leaders
harshly criticised both the gov-
ernment and the opposition for
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People throw flowers to the motorcade carrying King Hussein's coffin as it passes by

yesterday in Amman, before the monarch's funeral.

. — AFP photo

Last respect to Hussein

AMMAN, Feb 8: King Hus-

sein of Jordan was buried today

to an emotional farewell from a
nation 5tee1ped in grief and from
a galaxy of world leaders who
came to pay homage to a pivotal
force for peace in the Middle
Easl, reports Reuters.

Hussein's body, wrapped in a
white shroud according to Is-
lamic custom, was lifted from
his coffin by army officers and
lowered into a grave at the
Hashemite family cemetery in
the grounds of Amman's main
compound of royal palaces.

His 37-year-old eldest son
Abdullah, sworn in as king on
Sunday some three hours after
Hussein's death, stood stiff and
silent, head bowed. as flag-

stones were laid over the grave.

Three Jordanian Air Force
Jets roared overhead in a part-
ing salute to the aviator king,
buglers sounded the last post
and Bedouin riflemmen fired a
15-gun salute.

Enmities and divisions were
momenlarily put aside as digni-
laries [rom around 75 cour-
tries, some of them still at war,
joined in a poignant tribute to

one of the 20th century's best-
known statesman.

Among them were a large
delegation from Israel, led by
President Ezer Weizman, and a
mourning parly from the Jew-
ish state's Arab foe Syria,
headed by President Hafez Al-
Assad.

Russian President Boris
Yeltsin, recovering from a
bleeding ulcer, defied his doc-

Hamzah named

Crown Prince

AMMAN, Feb 8: King Hus-
sein's favourite son Prince
Hamzah. half-brother of the
new king Abdullah, was named
as Jordan's Crown Prince in a
roval decree issued yesterday,
reports Reuters.

Hamzah, 18. is King Hus-
sein’'s fourth son. His mother,
Queen Noor, is King Hussein's
widowr.

The decree was read out on
Jordan Radio. which said the
clecision was taken in accor-
dance wilth the late king's
wishes.

tors to attend the funeral. Iraq.
Libya and Sudan. all at odds
with the United States and with
Hussein's policies of peace with
Israel, also sent delegations.

It was the biggest congrega-
tion of kings, presidents and
primne ministers since the fu-
neral in 1995 of Israel's peace-
making prime minister Itzhak
Rabin.

Hussein, whose reign
spanned 47 turbulent years,
died on Sunday of lymphatic
cancer at the age of 63. He was
the Middie East's longest serv-
ing leader.

His coffin, draped in the
Jordanian flag. was borne to
his final resting place on a gun
carriage from lzﬂe throne hall of
the Raghadan Palace, where US
Fresident Bill Clinton, three of
his predecessors and a host of

national leaders paid their last
respects.

11 a remarkable show of sol-
idarity, most of them walked
behind the flower-decked car-
riage, preceded by a military
drum and pipe band and an
henour guard of Bedouin sol-
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Mass contact

AL forms 13
teams to visit
dist, thana HQs

In the wake of opposition
movement, ruling Awami
League is going to launch a
countrywide mass contact to
urge people to reject hartal and
make the coming pourashava
elections a success, reports
UNB.

The ruling party has formed
13 teams, comprising its cen-
tral leaders, to visit district and
thana headguarters and ad-
dress rallies and workers’
meetings February 13-15.

Following is the list of the
teams and districts where they
will carry out mass contact:

Group 1: Begum Zohra
Tajuddin, Sahara Khatun,
Alamgir Kumkum, Nurul Fazal
Bulbul, Siddiqur Rouf Khan.
Rahmal Ali, Rajiuddin Raju,
Nooh-ul-Alam Lenin, Abdur
Rahman and Asim Kumar Ukil
will visit Munshiganj, Nars-

ingdi and Manikganj.

Group 2: Abdus Samad Azad,
Suranjit Sen Gupta, Azizur
Rahman, Nurul Islam, Nahid,
Dewan Farid Gazi, Sultan M
Mansur. Khorshed Alam, Sujon
and Altal Hossain Bachchu will
carry out mass tontact in
Sunamganj, Habigan|, Moul-
vibazar and Sylhet.

See Page 12 Col 7

US to help set up
water treatment
plants using
solar energy

The visiting US delegation,

| led by Calvin Humphrey, acting

Assistant Secretary of US En-

. ergy Department, called on

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
al Ganobhaban yesterday and
discussed cooperation in the
energy sector, reports UNB,

The delegation suggested to
generate alternative energy by
using solar and wind power,
casily available here.

The US energy official in-
formed the Prime Minister
about a pilot project on solar
energy being set up at the city's
Ramna Park to generate aller-
nate power.

The delegation also sug-
gested the setling up ol water
treatment plants in the country
using the solar power and as-
surea to extend necessary coop-
eration in this regard.

Opposition goes for

2-day hartal today

By Staff Correspondent

A 48-hour country-wide har-
tal called by the BNP-led oppo-
sition alliance begins at 6 pm
today amid massive prepara-
tion by the government to
maintain law and order.

The alliance, that also in-
clude Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-
Islami and Islami Oikya Jote,
has called for the shutdown
mainly to press for resignation
of the Chief Election Commis-
sioner and rescheduling of
February 23-25 municipal elec-
tions. Some smaller parties
have also supported the hartal.

The opposition parties have
planned to involve their top-
notches-and a larger number of
workers to make the general
strike successful. The ruling
Awami League plans to cam-
paign against the programme.

In the capital, nearly 6,000
riol police and paramilitary
BDR personnel wi]Pbe deployed
on 250 strategic points during
the shuldown, police sources
said. Besides, 30 mobile teams,
each comprising some 10 mem-
bers, will also be on duty in the

city areas, the sources added
Spared from the shutdown
are newspaper offices, hospi-
tals, medicine and food shops,
law enforcing agencies, fire
brigade and power and water
supply authority offices and
vehicles of those organisations.
To drum up support for the
hartal, BNP held street demon-
strations and brought out torch
processions in the capital and
some other places of the coun-
iry, said a party press release.
However, its processions in
Tejgaon and Gulshan areas in
the city came under attack from
police and the ruling party ac-
tivists, the release alleged.

[n a pre-hartal press state-
ment last night, BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan, MP warned the gov-

ernment against “its ill-de-
signed campaign, provocation
against hartal and threats of

repression on hartal activists”.

“Consequence of pushing the

country towards a confronta-

tion through provocation will
See Page 12 Col 6

PM hears Larma in
exclusive meeting

By Special Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina had four hours of talks,
including two hours exclu-
sively, with Parbatiya Chatta-

ram dJana Sanghati Samity
PCJS8S] chairman Jyotirin-
drivo Bodhipriyvo (Shantu)
Larma at her office yesterday.

She %Ewe him a patient hear-
ing as the tribal leader raised a
number of issues which he
viewed were impeding the
progress of the CHT peace
treaty, sources said.

The sources said the PCJSS
leader wanted more powers for
the regional council, amend-
ments to the three hill district
council acts, more help for the
rehabilitation of the members
of the former Shanti Bahini, re-
lease of PCJSS activists and
withdrawal of cases against
them.

The two had a tete-a tete for
two hours before they were

joined by aides. The prime min-
ister was assisled by Principal
Secretary Dr S.A. Samad and
Shantu Larma by Gautam
Chakma. Later Kazi Golamur
Rahman. who recently retired
as Special Affairs Secretary,
joined the meeting.

But CHT affairs minister
Kalparanjan Chakma and CHT
treaty implementation com-
mittee chairman, Chiel Whip
Abul Hasnat Abdullah who led
the negotiations towards the
treaty on December 2 1997, had
been absent from the meeting.

No reason was given for
their absence. But the sources
said they stayed off because the
prime minister wanted to hear
from ‘Shantu Larma what had
gone wrong since he had accused
the key government func-
tionaries ot reneging the com-
mitments, wrilten and unwrit-

See Page 12 Col ]

CEC Abu Hena says

Govt-opposition talks
can end deadlock

By Staff Correspondent

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Mohammad Abu Hena
has called upon the governmernt
to have an ellective dialogue
wilh the opposition parties
with a view to ending the crisis
born out of their boycott of the
ensuing municipal elections.

‘I have recently requested
some senior leaders of the rul-
ing party and the government to
have fruitful discussion with
the mainstream opposition
pariies to end the crisis,” said
Abu Hena while talking to a
group of journalists at his office
yesterday evening. "1 once again
request the government to have
an effective dialogue with the
opposition.”

"Legally, the municipal polls
have nothing to do with the po-
litical parties. But practically,
il is very difficult to ensure a
free, fair and peaceful elections
without positive involvement
of all political parties con-
cerned,” the CEC sald and
added, "l do not feel comfort-
able with the present situa-
tion."

However, the CEC believes
that there are still scopes to de-
fer the date of elections. “In that
case, government has to secure
a High Court order.”

Explaining, the CEC said
that the Commission had an-
nounced the election schedule

See Page 12 Col 6
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Babul murder

Petition seeking
further probe

By Court Correspondent

The informant in Obidul
Huqg Babul murder case moved a
narazi petition in the CMM's
Court, Dhaka, yesterday seek-
ing further investigation into
the murder case as the name of
JP leader Najiur Rahman
Manju was not mentioned in
the chargesheet.

A gang of assailants gunned
down Obayedul Huqg alias
Babul, 45, a politician and in-
dustrialist from Bhola, at Pal-
labi in the city on October 10,
1996.

DB submitted the
chargesheet in Lhe case on Jan-
uary 17 accusing nine persons,
five of them have been abscond-
ing.

In the pelition, the infor-
mant alleged that Najiur Rah-
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BNFP brought out a torch p

b

rocession in the city yesterday

S vl

hour countrywide hartal starting this morning.

to drum up support for the 48-

— Star photo

Misuse of fun

Misuse of students’ money
by the authorities and spending
more on miscellaneous heads
than lor academic purposes
have contributed to the ongoing
stalemate at the Institute o
Cost and Management Accoun-
tants of Bangladesh [ICMAB).

The authorities had closed
the institute sine die from De-
cember 31 amidst students’ agi-
tation against alleged corrup-
tion including nepotism, mis-

management and raising of the
tuition and other fees.

The students demanded that
the institute be reopened and a
sound policy be introduced to
run it. '

They alleged that Tk 12 lakh
was spent instead of Tk three
lakh as the authorities sent a
10-member delegation to Lhe
South Asian Finance Accounts
(SAFA} conference in Sri Lanka
in place of a three-member

s led to stalemate at I[CMAB

By DU Correspondent

Learn.

The government provided
ICMAB Tk 2.5 crore in liscal
1996-97 for various projects ir-
cluding setting ulp of a modern
library on the fifth floor and a
modern computer laboratory
on the sixth lloor of the insti-
tute building.

But after completion of the
project, it was found that ad-
ministrative ollices were
shifted to the fifth floor and the

office ol the National Council to
the sixth floor, the students
claimed.
They also alleged that the
authorities f[inanced a four-
member private delegation's
articipation in the silver ju-
Eiler: festival of Chartered Ac-
counts Institute in India.
Though the charges under
various heads have been in-
creased over the years, the au-
thoritlies are yet to take any ef-

fective step for improving the
standard of education,

The latest annual report of
ICMAB shows that the lion's
share ol internal resocurces
comes from the students’' fees
though the authorities spend
only a little for them.

On the other hand, a major
portion of the resources |is
spent for non-educational
heads like furniture, confer-
ence, seminar and publication.

According to the report, stu-
dents of the institute provided
Tk 10,234,532 in the 1997-98
session. This was the highest
ever, 82.09 per cent of the total
income of 12,466,959 in the
sessiorn. But the enditure for
the students was only Tk
3,051,375 , 18.05 per cent of the
total expenditure of Tk
16,474,949.

The report also showed that

See Page 12 Col 7
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Khaleda hints
at boycotting
JS session

Opposition leader Khaleda
Zia yesterday gave a hint about
boycott of Parliament session
in course of their current
movement as she saw the coun-
try’'s situation "murky and an-
archic.'reports UNB.

‘Time may come when we
will have to decide whether it is
worthwhile sitting in the House
as we are not allowed to speak
on the current socio-economic
and political situation in the
courntry,” she said.

Addressing a representatives
council of city Zia Parishad at
Engineers Institution audito-
rium in the evening, Begum Zia
alleged that the country was in-
fested with terrorism, anarchy
and troubles. "Wherever we cast
eyes, we find a dark and disas-
trous situation.”

The lawmakers of BNP had
deposited their resignation let-
ters with Begum Zia following
party standing committee meet-
ing's decision on July 22.
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5 hurt, vehicles
damaged as
pickets clash

By Staff Correspondent

At least five persons were in-
jured in clashes during cam-
paign for and against hartal in
the city yesterday.

Besides, a number of motor
vehicles were damaged in dif-
ferent parts of the city during
the clashes.

The injured four were identi-
lied as Gaurango, 27, Shafiq,
35, Motahar. 40, and Atiqur
Rahman 22. They were admit-
ted to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

Our DMCH correspondent
reports Gaurango and Shafig
sustained burn injuries when a
number of processionists threw
torches inside a Kaliakair-
bound minibus near the Paltan
crossing at about 6 pm.

Atiqur Rahman sustained
bomb injury when an pro-har-
tal procession confronted an
anti-harfal one at a place be-

| tween Paltan crossing and Zero

Point at about 6:30 pm, hospital
sources said.

Both the groups chased each
other and blasted crackers. Po-
lice hurled a number of teargas
sells to disperse the crowd.

Motahar, a hawker in
Gulistan area, was injured
when a bomb was hurled in the
area at about 7 pm, sources said.

Pro & anti-hartal
activists clash at
Natore: 25 hurt

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, Feb 8: At least 25
pecple, including a pedestrian
and a rickshawpuller were in-
jured in a gunbattle between pro
and anti-hartal activists in the
town today. police and wit-
nesses said.

According to witnesses, the
clash took place when a BNP
1E:n:m»':ssir_u1 in support of the 48-

our count ide hartal came
under attack at Mircha crossing
inn the evening.

The anti-hartal activists
opened fire on the procession
without any provocation. Shots
were also fired from the pro-
hartal procession, At least 50
shots were fired during the
clash. witnesses said.

Police lobbed four rounds of
tear gas shells to disperse the
feuding groups. However, none
was arrested in this connection
till filing of this report.

Md Abdul Jalil, 27, a rick-
shawpuller, Hanif Ali, 25, a
pedestrian received bullet
wounds in the encounter . They
were admitled to Natore Sadar
Hospital.

The other injured included
Mizanur Rahman Shaheen, a
Jubo Dal leader.

The district BNP and Awami
League blamed each other for
the incident.

An uneasy calm is prevail-
ing in the town following the
incident. Additional police
force has been deployed at dif-
ferent points of the town to
avoid further clash.

Appeal to rescue
50 Bangladeshis
in Malaysian jails

By Staff Correspondent

An appeal has been made be-
fore relevant ministries to in-
tervene immediately in efforts
lo back some 50 Bangladeshis
jailed in Malaysia.

Christian Commission for
Development in Bangladesh
(CCDB), an NGO working on the
issues relating to migrant
workers, sent a letter to the
labour and manpower minister
yesterday, a copy of which was
also faxed to The Daily Star.

Copies of the letter were also
sent to the Prime Minister's Of-
fice, and the ministries of for-
eign and home affairs.

A vernacular daily reported
earlier this month that some 50
Bangladeshis were leading a
sub-human life in Malaysian

jails and that despite repeated

call {for help, it was alleged that,
they did not receive any cooper-
ation from Bangladesh High
Commission in Kuala Lumpur.



