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'Ekushey fair
heats up

By DU Correspondent

The Amar Ekushey Book
Fair wore a festive look as book
enthusiasts of the city thronged
the Bangla Academy premises
yesterday. the third day of the
month-long fair.

A total of 13 new books came
to the fair yesterday. said
Bangla Academy, Lthe organiser
of the annual event.

Meanwhile, renowned
singers Subir Nandi, Ajit Ray
and Reena Ferdoushi rendered
songs reflecting the spirit of the
1952 Language Movement at a
musical soiree held on the
Academy premises, A recitation
programme f[ollowed, in which
Anjumanara and Shafiqul Is-
lam Bahar were among the par-
ticipants.

The Academy is sponsoring
programmes marking the birth
centenaries of famous litera-

See Page 12 Col 1

[Larma meets
PM today

By Special Correspondent

Parbattya Chattagram Jana
Sanghati Samity (PCJSS)
Chairman Jyolirindriva Bod-

hipriva Larma is meeting
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
today.

The meeting 5 expected to
break the long standing im-
passe on full implementation
of the CHT peace acecord, accord-
ing to sources,

The meeting is likely to be
preceded by the Cabinet approv-
Ing several amendments to the
Rangamati, Khagrachhari and
Bandarban hill district council
acts,

Other smaller differences
like nomination of three mem-
bers [rom Bangalee settlers to
the 22-member Regional Coun-
cil (RC] are also likely to be re-
solved following the ™ meeting,
the sources said.

Larma has so far declined to
take the office of Chairman of
the RC for which he was nomi-
nated by the government earlier
in October.

Meanwhile, Minister for
CHT Affairs Kalparanjan
Chakma, had a meeting with
Larma at the guest house of
Chittagong Port Trust at
Dhanmondi in the city where
the latler was lodged.

Larma and his team arrived
in the capital from Khagrach-
hari on Saturday night.

Boy burnt alive,
300 shanties
gutted in city

By Staff Correspondent

A five-year old boy was
burnt alive and about 300
shanties were gutted at a slum
at Muslimbagh under Kamran-
firchar thana in the city Satur-
day night.

Police identified the dead as
Polash, 5, son o Abdul Man-
nan, a resident of the slum. The
fire left about 300 families
homeless, according to police
and Fire Brigade sources.

The body of Polash was re-
covered from the debris yester-
day morning. The extent of
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AMMAN, Feb 7: King Hus-
sein of Jordan, who became a
key force for stability in the
lurbulent Middle East in more
than four decades as rulér of his
strategically placed nation.
died today of complications
I[rom cancer. He was 63, reports
AP.

In the Jordanian capital of
Amman, mosque loudspeakers
sounded Quranic verses in a
sign of mourning. People scur-
ried, sobbing, through rain-
soaked sureels. Outside the hos-
pital. hundreds of people
chanted the king's name. On the
edge of the capital, shopkeepers
hung a black banner reading
"Goodbye, King Hussein,”

The king died at 11:43 am
(0943 GMT) in his bed at the
King Hussein Medical City.

INTERNET: http://www.dailystarnews.com

The newly sworn-in King Abdullah of
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Queen Noor and Hussein's
children were all with him
when he died, a senior palace
source said. The immediate
cause of death was heart failure
brought on by complications
from his terminal eancer, the
official said.

The king had been on a res-
pirator, which was not switched
off until after his heart had
stopped and his brain function
completely ceased, a medical
source said.

Jordan's Cabinet immedi-
ately met and proclaimed
Crown Prince Abdullah King, a
day after he had been named re-
gent.

‘The kingship was trans-
ferred constitutionally to
Crown Prince Abdullah ... in
view of His Majesty King Hus-

Jordan wulks past a

giant portrait of his father King Hussein vesterday at an
emergency parliament session in Amman. Abdullah was
sworn 1n following the death of King Hussein at the age
of 63, after a seven-month-long battle against cancer.

— AFP photo
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sein's death.” said a Cabinet
statemnent read over state TV by
d weeping announcer,

The king had maintained an
exlraordinarily close personal
relationship with his people,
and ordinary Jordanians ap-

peared genuinely grief-stricken
as world of the monarch's death
spread.

‘In my heart he will always
be my king,” said Mohammed
Ibrahim as flags were lowered
in the streets of Amman and
portraits of the king draped
with black.

“This is God's judgement and
God's will," the 37-year-old Ab-
dullah told the nation in a
solemn address less than an
hour after the death. "God have
mercy on Hussein the father,

See Page 12 Col 7

Nat'l flag to fly
at half mast
in Bangladesh

The national flag will fly at
half-mast atop all government
and semi-government offices
and Bangladesh missions
abroad today and tomorrow as
a mark of respect 1o late King
Hussein of Jordan, said a press
release. reports APB.

PM unable to

attend funeral
By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina would not be able to at-
tend King Hussain's funeral in .

Amman today which would be
attended by a large number of
heads of state and government,
officials sources said.

When reached by telephone,
state minister for foreign al-
fairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
said, "Pritne Minister Sheikh
Hasina was very keen to attend
the funeral of the late King and
offer her prayers. Unfortu-
nately, because ol the non-
availability of an aireraft. she
would be unable (o attend the
funeral. The problem has com-
pounded because the Jordanian
authorities had announced that
no aircraft would be allowed to
land in Amnan aflter 10:30 in
the morning."

The state minister said that
it was his personal opinion,
‘that it has once again become
reinforced that the prime min-
ister should have an aircrafi for
her own use."
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Old habits die hard

The picture does not always tell the

Heritage Site starts and this is the plaque (left) that marks

unveiled on February 4, the pledges of the

story. This is the point (right) where the World
it. As the monument was being
day were broken just yards away.

— Star photo by Morshed Ali Khan
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By Morshed Ali Khan
., back from Heron Point

Barely 150 feet from the
classic monument to the forest
and its inhabitants, a little fe-
male deer found itself inside a
strongly built wooden cage.

The cage, placed on top of a
trawler belonging to the De-
partment of Forest, portrayed a
cruel irony.

It was a big occasion for the
conservators of the world's
largest mangrove as they hosted
the unveiling of the World Her-
itag]fi Site plaqge at Heron Point
of the Sundarbans on February
4. The ceremony was graced hy
no less a person than the prime
minister.

The doe had been caught the
day before, boatman Kamrul
said, pointing his finger at the
terrified animal.

Reporters discovered the
encaged animal later in the
evening on the day. Apparently
disturbed by queries, a top for-
est official said the doe was
meant for the prime minister as
a "traditional gift".

See Page 12 Col 1

These hartals will do

BNP no good

In a politics that is propelled
mainly by hatred and
vengeance, BNP is fast losing
what many consider to be its
greatest asset — its image of a
party that is sober, rational and
tmodern. It was in contrast to
Awami League’s abrasive image
that BNP attracted a large num-
ber ol middle class voters who
are now becoming increasingly
[rustrated at the present 'do or
die’ policy of BNP to go to power.
The latest speech by Khaleda
Zia in which she called to "re-
place the chiel minister with
the prime minister” where she
cbviously meant herself to be
the prime minister, struck
many as the most shameless
self promotion at the expense of
public good.

The two-day hartal, which
will be imposed on the nation
tomorrow and the day after,
will further erode any distinc-
tion there was between AL and
BNP as far as method of doing
politics was concerned. BNP's
grealest loss from all this will
be that it will become totally
indistinguishable from the
pirty that it wants to replace.

by Mahfuz Anam

The 48-hour hartals have
been called by the BNP and its
allies { who were AL's allies
against the BNP just the other
day] ostensibly to realise their
4-point demand but actually to
harass the governiment just as
the AL and its allies{the same
two) had done when BNP was in
power. It is a continuation of
the 'Politics of tit for tat, and
the country be damned' that we
had written about earlier. In
fact regardless of whatever
show of force on the streets.
there will be an undercurrent of
negative reaction among the
%enerai public, which cannot

ut go against the callers of the
hartals. Given the small stake
of the others, the main sufferer
is likely to be the BNP.

As we had said earlier, one of
the major attractions of the
BNP in the public mind was
that it is a far sober party com-
pared to the AL? It was consid-
ered to be less aggressive, less
imposing, less self righteous
and definitely less muscle flex-
ing than the AL. Except for
some instances in the case JCD
the general impression of the

BNP was of a party which could
be reasoned with, This was also
supposedly the party of the
business people and as such was
expected to understand the
needs of the economy far
reater than others. This image

ecame particularly stronger
whiile it was in power. For most
part BNP allowed Awami
League a virtual free hand on
the streets, compared to the ag-
gressive resistance by the ruling
party now. The acceptance of a
Commonwealth mediator — Sir

Niniun — further enhanced BNP
lage s A party trying very
hard to find a compromise,

[Some people [elt that it was a
mistake lo accept foreign me-
diation as it permitted outside
interference in our internal af-
fair. Even if we accept that ar-
ument, it only proved to what
ength the ruling BNP was
willing to go to find a solution).
Repeated hartal calls are
fast changing all this. Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina strikes
a4 common chord when she asks
‘Why these hartals. What are the
issues?’ Yes, what are the is-
See page 11

Jalalabad Gasﬁeld

starts production

From Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET. Feb 7: Occidental
started supplying gas to the Na-
tional Grid from Jalalabad Gas-
field at about midnight last
night.

Field Manager of the US
comparny in Sylhel Preston
Howard told The Daily Star
that except some minor trou-
bles, production wells and the
processing plant were function-
ing properly.

“We are supplying 60 mmefd
of gas from the two wells — JB3]
and JB2 — to the National Grid.”
However, production was sus-
pended for several hours from
this morning and resumed this
afternoon. he said. Both the
wells and the plant were put
into operation at 11-30 pm yes-
lerday.

The raw gas produced in the
wells is being sent to the pro-
cessing plant installed in a
nearby area. From there, the
dry gas is being sent Kailashtila
point in Goelapganj thana

through the 15 km pipeline for
supply to the National Grid, he
said.

With two more wells — JB3
and JB4 — put into operation
within a week, total production
in the gas field will stand at 100
muncid. The wells have a capac-
ity of 125 mmeld in total. The
approximale reserve in the
structure would be one trillion
cubic feet, official survey re-
ports say.,

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is likely to inaugurate
the gas processing plant some-
titne later this month, an offi-
cial said.

Occidental expects to con-
tinue production in the Jalal-
abad gas field for about 15
years. In this field, the com-
pany drilled three new wells
and developed another. All
these are being put into produc-
tion now. Test production in the
wells began in Novemnber 19

See Page 12 Col 7

Energy sector

Bangladesh, US
to jointly explore
potentialities

Bangladesh and the United
States have agreed to work to-
gether for exploring the poten-
tialities of the country's energy
sector which US experts said
holds the key lo its prosperity,
reports UNB.

Both the countries are also
eagder Lo work closely to formu-
late a regulatory svstem to
manage the prospective sector
nnow that it is attracling signifi-

cant foreign investments.

The unanimous views were
expressed by State Minister for
Energy and Mineral Resources
Rafiqul Islam and visiting
American acling Assistant Sec-
retary Calvin Humphrey at a
meeting when the US energy
delegation called on the former
yesterday at his ministry.

All on the 14-member US
ENErgy mission were present at
the meeting. Energy secretary
Dr Tawfig-e-Elahi Chowdhury,
power secretary GM Mandal.
PDB chairman Nooruddin M
Kamal and the Petrobangla

See Page 12 Col 3

. taining peace during

' CEC said

Chiel Election Commis-
sioner Mohammad Abu Hena

| yesterday said there is no scope
. for shifting the dates of munic-

ipal elections without changing
the order of the High Court or
the existing law, reports UNB,
The High Court in its order
had said the municipal elec-
fions should be completed
within March 17. The elections
have been scheduled for Febru-
ary 23-25 considering various
factors, such as SSC examina-

| tions and the D-8 summit, said

the CEC referring to the demand
of the opposition.

Talking to UNB, Abu Hena
sald the Election Commission
has been taking all prepara-
lions to ensure free and fair
polls on schedule in peaceful
atmosphere,

He said necessary instruc-
tions have been issued Lo local
authorities to constitute law
and order committee for main-
the
polling,

Asked if the opposition har-
Ll would obstruct the elections,
it's an issue that
should be resolved by political
juirties.

He said that the
sis could be resolve

resent cri-
across Lhe

table if the ruling and the oppo-
sition parties take a sincere inij-
liative,

Hena said. as an independent
constitutional institution, the
Election Commission will do

What are their allegations?

its best to hold the elections on
sthedule in accordance with the
decision of the High Court.

The Election Commission is
independent in discharging its
responsibility and it is sub-
jected to the Constitution and
the law.

"We will try our best to com-
plete the elections. People are
very much conscious about
their voting rights ...," said the
CEC.

About the opposition de-

‘mand for his resignation, Abu

Hena said: "What are their spe-
cific allegations? I would have
perceived my position or lack-
ing if they could substantiate
the claim by more specific in-
formation.”

Appearing a bil emotional,

Hena said, "Even then, I have
said time and again that in the
greater interest of the nation,
the people and the democracy,
I've no hesitation to resign.I
have no more fascination for
this post."

Recollecting the past when
he assumed as CEC, Abu Hena
said, "Those who had requested
me to take up the office know it

See Page 12 Col &

876 deaths in five months

Murders on the rise

Incidents of murder have in-
creased alarmingly in the coun-
Lry.

There were 193 murders Jast
month againsi 143 in the previ-
ous month. The number was
164 in November, 187 in Octo-
ber and 189 in September last.
according to police and news-
paper reports.

A total of B2 cases of vio-
lence against women including
nine murders for dowry were
reported last mnonth against the
previous month's eight murders
and 34 other incidents. Do
deaths were 12 each in October
and November and 15 in
September

Twenty-one women suffered
avid burns during January. The
number was nine in December,
21 in November,17 in Oclober
and 10 in September.

By Shaikh Nazrul Islam

Al least 50 people allegedly
committed suicide during Jan-
uary against 35 in December.
Suicide deaths were 48 in
November, 62 in October and 63
in September A total of 45 peo-
ple were abducted during Jan-
uary, 28 in December, 46 in

November, 49 in October and 48 -

in September, police and news-
paper reports said.

The most talked-about inci-
dent which caught the city
dwellers by surprise was the
attempt on poet Shamsur Rah-
mian at his Shymoli residence
on January 18, allegedly by
members DtyHarkut—Uz—Jihad a
religious extremist group. Po-
lice nabbed 17 people in connec-
tion with the incident.

A young man, Kochi, was
hacked to death at Fulbaria in
Khulna on January 2 and a

constable of Special Branch. fa-
tally injured by some unidenti-
fied assailants in the ecity's
Demra area, died at the or-
thopaedic hospital on the same
day.

The most sensational inci-
dent was the Killing of film star
Sochel Chowdhury in December
at a club in the city's posh Gul-
shan area in which some big
businessmen were allegedly in-
volved, according to police. Two
businessmen Bunty Islam, and
Aziz Mohammad Bhai, are now
in custody for their alleged in-
volvement in the incident.

Two persons were killed in a
clash between two rival groups
ol extortionists at Bamihal-
bazar in Natore on January 9

Two labour leaders, Sirajul
Hoque and Manik Miah, were

See Page 12 Col 8
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4 killed as train
hits bus, truck
& rickshaws at
level-crossing

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Feb 7: Four
people were killed and 25 oth-
ers injured when a train hit a
minibus and a truck and ran

| over several rickshaws at the

rail gate No-2 on the Banga-
bandhu road in the town yes-
terday evening.

Wilnesses said a street ven-
dor and a rickshawpuller were
among those killed but none of
the dead could be identified,

All the bodies were sent to
Narayanganj General Hospital
for autopsy. The injured were
rushed to different hospitals in
Dhaka and Narayanganj.

The accident took place as
the minibus and the truck tried
o cross the level crossing while
the train was passing, witnesses
said. The railway signalman
was not present at the level
crossing and the rail gate was
open when the accident oc-
curred, they said.

Attempt on poet's life

Mahatabuddin gives

judicial statement

By Staff Correspondent

Mahatabuddin, one of .he
two persons caught red-handed
while allegedly attempting to
kill poet Shamsur Rahman at
his Shyamoli residence in the
city on January 18, vesterday
gave a judicial statement before
the CMM's Court,

The other, Fazle Hasan, gave
a judicial statement on Febru-
ary 3.

A case was filed with Mo-
hammadpur thana in connec-
tion with the incident and po-
lice recovered a pipegun from
their possession.

Mahatabuddin was produced
before the court after a 16-day
police remand in four phases.

He took aboul three hours to
give his statement to a
metropolitan magistrate yes-
terday evening, our courl corre-

{ spondent reported quoting

sources.

In his statement Ma-
hatabuddin reportedly con-
lessed that he went to Chit-
tagong for Chilla (special
prayer] and was forcibly picked
up and sent to a training camp
in Chittagong for 20 days.

On completion of the train-
ing, he was sent to the Jago Mu-

jahid office at Khilgaon, Dhaka

and finally was kept at a slum.
During his stay at the slum, he
was paid Tk 150.

Mahatabuddin was quoted
as saying that he went to the
residence of poet Shamsur
Rahman as asked by Sheikh
Farid, Hasan and Mozammel.

A pipe gun was given to their
group ol three from Hartuk-Uz-
Jihad office in the city, he
added.
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BNP warns of

extending
hartal

BNP has warned of extension
of the 48-hour hartal if the
government resorts to terror-
ism during the shutdown be-
ginning Tuesday, reports UNB.

The warning came from a
Jjoint emergency meeting of BNP
and its front organisations held
at the party's central office yes-
terday with secretary general
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan in the
chair.

The meeting, attended by
mernbers of party's national ex-
eculive committee, presidents,
general secretaries and con-
venors of its front organisa-
tions, urged the count en {o
make the Feb 9-10 hartal a suc-
cess.

Criticising the role of CEC
Abu Hena in previous elections.
including Union Parishad, BNP
Secretary General said the po-
litical parties, who represent 65
per cent of the population, are
now demanding his resignation
as he serves the ruling party's
purpose.

BNP secretary general said
both government and the CEC
will have to bear the conse-
quences as the situation is
worsening rapidly followin
government attempt to hol
municipal election unilaterally
against public opinion.

AL plans
anti-hartal
processions

Feb 9-10

By Staff Correspondent

The ruling Awami League
Elans to take a stronger anti-
artal stand this time as the
BNP-led opposition alliance
goes lor a 48-hour countrywide
shutdown from tomorrow.

As the Jatiya Sangsad ses-
sion adjuumeJlast night to re-
sume on February 14, Treasury
Bench lawmakers hurried to
reach respective constituencies
with plans to declare ‘hartal-
free’ zones as desired by party
chief and prime minister
Sheikh Hasina.

Meanwhile, an extended
meeting of the Dhaka city unit
of AL, held at the party’'s central
office last night, decided to
bring out anti-hartal proces-
sions throughout the capital
both on Tuesday and Wednes-
day.

The meeting over, a city AL
leader told The Daily Star that
party lawmakers elected from
different constituencies in
Dhaka would take the respon-
sibility to persuade shopkeep-
ers to keep their shutters up
during hartal hours.

The meeting, chaired by city
AL president and Dhaka Mayor
Mohammad Hanif, also decided
that AL workers would help
those willing to ply their vehi-
cles on the streets on February 9
and 10.

'VC not 1n line
with JU rules'

By JU Correspondent

A member of Jahangirnagar
University (JU) Syndicate has
challenged the Vice Chancel-
lor's order, which allowed three
students found guilty of rape
and abetting the act, to sit for
their examination under spe-
cial arrangement.

Raising the issue at the JU
syndicate meeting on Saturday,
tlzg syndicate member Prof. M
Imamuddin said the permission
to the students for appearing in
examinations at a ‘sub centre’
outside the campus was a clear
violation of the 1973
University Act. syndicate
sources said.

According to the 1973 act,
the member Prof. Imamuddin
told the JU syndicate, the aca-
demic council must approve the
permission to sit for examina-
tion outside the campus. "The
Vice Chancellor(VC) has clearly
violated the university act by
allowing the students to sit for
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