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Pakistan to sign CTBT
before Sept this yr

ISLAMABAD, Feb : Pakistan
is likely to sign the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty before

hold on longer on Treaty ratifi-
cation, highly-placed defence
sources confirmed on Thurs-
day.

“It is more or less decided
that we will put our signatures
on the CTBT before September
1999", a source said.

Denying that there was a
link between US Deputy Secre-
tary of State, Strobe Talbott's
visit to Pakistan for the eighth
round of talks with foreign sec-
retary Shamshad Ahmad and
the informal decision to sign
the CTBT. sources said that the
move is 'independent of the
American pressure’ on Islam-
ab=q on the issue,

"We have been weighing this
option for some time and are
still looking at it from many
angles. It is our view that our
national security interests are
not in the least affected by sign-
ing the CTBT. The American
pressure has been on us but
when we meet the September
deadline it will be independent
of this factor," one of the
sources pointed out.

The joint statement issued at

the end of the eighth round of

SE{:\tEmber this year, but may.

From Syed Talat Hussain

. Talbott-Shamshad talks con-

tained only a passing reference
to the CTBT: Pakistan reiter-
ated its position on the CTBT as
enunciated by Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif in his address to
the UNGA (United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly.

Officially unconfirmed re-
ports however suggest Lhat
Strobe Talbott during his meet-
ing with Shamshad Ahmad was
stirong on the point that Pak-
istan should take the step of
signing the CTBT.

Sources denied that the deci-
sion marked a sure change in
Pakistan's public posture on the
CTBT saying that this was what
Pakistan Prime Minisler
Sharif promised to the world in
his Sepiember address to the
United Nations General Assem-
bly.

g Sharif had said that Pak-
istan was " ...prepared to adhere
to the CTBT before September
1999 Conference... However
Pakistan's adherence to the
Treaty was to take place only in
"conditions free from coercion
or pressure.’

his was the first public
commitment Pakistan gave on
the CTBT. Pakistani officials at
that time justified it on the
ground that it was consistent

with their position on the
Treaty which was taken when it
was being negotiated in Geneva.

During crucial negotiations
ot the lext of the Treaty Pak-
istan did not side with India
and Iran, the so called hold-out
states, and later did not block
consensus on the Treaty's text
which it also approved in Lhe
United Nations General Assem-
bly.

Sources say thal no decision
in this regard will be announced
soon as Pakistan would be in a
better position to finalise the
date for signing of the CTBT
around the middle of the year.

The ninth round of Talbott-
Shamshad talks is also sched-
uled around that time.

Pakistan expects the IS to
take substantial steps to remove
military sanctions in the
meanwhile, but does not seem
to be keen on linking up the
CTBT signing with the lifting ol
Lhe sanctions.

Only lasf week Pakistan's
foreign minister Sartaj Aziz
created a stir in Islamabad's
diplomatic circles when he em-
phatically stated in the Senate
that Islamabad's signing of the
CTBT was subject to the re-
moval of all sanctions.

US ener
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tion Plan to implement the
Joint Statement, and signing of
several agreciments involving
the¢ Energy Information Ad-
ministration and the US Trade
and Development Agency.

‘It is my conviction that
Bangladesh's prospects in the
next century are very bright in-
deed. Energy development can
lead the way as the engine for
national economic growth and
prosperity that can benefit all
Bangladeshis.

‘It is my hope that through
the visit of our delegation. we
can make a meaningful contri-
bution to this worthy cause,”
Humphrey said in his short
statement.

—~~"Conveying warmest greet-

ings of US Secretary of Energy
Bill Richardson to the people of
Bangladesh, Calvin Humphrey

| Petroleum
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bon Unit would need technical
and managerial training.

A set of legal and regulatory
steps would be outlined with the
help of US expertise to protect
the interest of the society and to
provide for national objectives,
the sources said.

The government would em-
phasise strengthening the Hy-
drocarbon Unit of the ministry
to plan and regulate the gas
sector, recommend PSC, moni-
tor oil companies, effectuate es-
tablished regulations, produc-
tion and depletion management
and information to the mem-
bers of the public,

Petrobangla may pursue set-
ting up of an unit to deal with
data management system, re-
sources assessment and evalua-
tion of technical reports such as
field development plans etc.

The government is also will-
ing to bring the state owned
company and the national and
international private compa-
nies to a level playing field of
competition. Under this new
strategy, no company will be
given any preferential treat-
ment.

The government may want
to frame certain national poli-
cies that would not give short
term increase in revenue from
the petroleum sector. The gov-
ernmenrt may also want to re-
strict some activities to protect
the interest of other groups or
sectors.

Besides, improvements
could be achieved in maintain-
ing different types of data --
seismic, well log, production
etc. To do these, a data man-
agement system should be set
up, the sources said,

President
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the research conducted by
FREFD would help in policy-
maing and implementation.

~ ational Education Com-
mission was formed on July 26,
1972 with a view to overhauling
country's education system
maintaining consistency with
its heritage, values and ideals
which placed its report in
1974." but the recommenda-
tions were. neither evaluated
nor implemented during 24
years, he resented.

The President mentioned
some steps taken by the present
government to formulated edu-
cation policy. A 54-member
committee, headed by Educa-
tion Adviser Prof Shamsul
Hugq, has already submitted re-
port formulating education pol-
Icy which is under considera-
tion of the government.

Ann

gy team

noted that his mission was
“important”.

The US team will discuss

with Bangladesh officials about
private sector investment in gas
and power sectors, legal aspects
and transparency issues. “The
consequent Action Plan will
have certain points, which the
government can later consider
to implement,” he said.

The Bangladesh government
has expressed its commitment
to the US government that it
wants to develop the energy sec-
tor, he said. “The US govern-
ment is now reciprocating the
signal”.

After this mission defines
areas of mutual co-operation,
the DOE will send more delega-
tiofs and a two-way relation-
ship would continue, he said.

The US delegation includes
Tom Cutler, Cynthia Lowry,
Gordon Weyand, Dennis Zv-
inakis, Bob Middleton, Mary
Milosavich, Brian
Castelli, Roger Taylor, John
Herrman, Don Juckett, Russ
Profozich, Donna Bobbish, and
Mark Rodekohr.

Energy Secretary Dr Tawfiq-
e-Elahi Chowdhury, Director
General for the Americas in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Ambassador SK Sharjil Hassan
and Additional Secretary of
Energy Ministry Syed Tanveer
Hussain were also present on
the occasion.

JSD to observe
local govt day'
today

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
[(JSD) will observe "Local Gov-
ernment Day" through out the
country today demanding free,
fair and neutral election and es-
tablishment of powerful self-
regulatory local bodies, reports

251 shanties
gutted in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Feb 6: At
least 251 shanties were gutted
in a fire that broke out at a slum
adjacent to Jhautala railway
station under Pahartali thana
here today, reports BSS.

Fire service and police
sources said, the fire originated
from an oven of a kitchen and
soon engulfed the adjoining
houses. Five firefighting units
struggled worked for half and
hour to extinguish the blaze.

AL leaders
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"We decided yesterday to
send central level leaders to dif-
ferent districts to hold rallies to
pursued people that they should
exercise the right to franchise,
defying Opposition call to boy-
cott the municipal elections,” a
Presidium member of the party
told The Daily Star yesterday
evening.

The AL high command has
also asked district unit leaders
to make sure that eventually
only one candidate from the
party contest for the post of
chairman of a municipality.

The directive was issued as
more than one AL candidate
submitted nomination papers
for the post of chairman in dif-
ferent municipalities, and in
many cases, they did not with-
draw their candidature.

The central leaders during
their visits would also try to
prevent one but all party candi-
dates from contesting in a mu-
nicipality, the sources said.

——
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Abdullah
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source said.

The source had earlier said
the king, dying from lymphatic
cancer, had already been trans-
ferred.

The cabinet met after a
source close to the royal family
said relatives decided on Friday
evening against turning off the
life-support system that had
sustained Hussein since he ar-
rived back in the Jordanian
capital earlier in the day.

“The constitution stipulates
that when the king is in the
country and unable to carry out
his constitutional duties and
responsibilities, then there are
constitutional  requirements

and stipulations that empower’

the cabinet to appoint a regent,”
information minister Nasser
Joudeh told reporters.

AP adds: After a day domi-
nated by news of King Hussein's
return home to die, Arab lead-
ers and commentators shifted
focus today to what fate awaits
a Jordan after 46 years of the
king's rule.

ome warned that succes-
sion may prove troublesome,
while others questioned the
wisdom of the monarch's poli-
cies and called for a change
— and a turn away from the
West.,

some Arab publications ex-
pressed doubts about whether
Crown Prince Abdullah had
what il takes to rule. One news-
paper, Iraq’'s Babil, warned that
Israel may take advantage of
the king's iliness to grab Jorda-
nian territory.

"We hope that Jordan, under
the new young leadership, re-
considers its policy in a revolu-
tionary manner and comes
back to the Arab fold." said
Libvan leader Moammar
Gaddafi, himself in power for
nearly 30 years.

"The policy of appeasing
America by recognising the so-
called Israel has proved its fail-
ure,” said Gaddalfi, one of sev-
eral Arahb leaders who have
consistently criticised Hussein
for his pro-Weslern policies and

for signing a 1994 peace treaty
with [srael.

Close ties with Israel forged
by the 63-year-old king have at
times led to tensions with Arab
heavyweights like Hafez Assad
of Syria. Egypt's Hosni
Mubarak and Iraqi leader Sad-
dam Hussein,

AFP says, Hosni Mubarak
gave his full support today to
Abdullah.

Mubarak phoned Abdullah
to express "his support Lo the
leadership and the people of
Jordan at this historic mo-
ment,” reported Egyptian tele-
vision, which interrupted its
regular programming to make
the announcement.
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art in a painting competition to mark the

Language Movement. The Bangla Academy organised the
event yesterday ahead of the Ekushey February.
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Resist conspiracy to foil

municipal polls: AL

Ruling Awami League yes-
terday called upon the people 1o
resist the conspiracy being
hatched by BNP-led opposition
to loil the ecoming municipal
elections, reports UNB.

'A spontaneous enthusiasm
has been created among the
people centring the municipal
elections. But some opposition
parties, led by BNFP, were trying
to create anarchy and lerrorism
to foil the polls aimed at
strengthening the local gov-
ernment bodies." said a meeting
of the Central Coordination
Committee of Awami League on
Municipal Elections.

Awami League Presidium
member and President of the
Committee Amir Hossain Amu
presided over the meeting held
at the Awami Foundation in the
afternoon.

In a resolution, the meeting
welcomed the participation of a
good number of leaders and
workers of major political par-
ties, including Awami League,
BNP, Jatiya Party and 11-party
allianceé in the municipal elec-
tions.

It also called upon all demo-
cratic forces to make the polls a
success for strengthening the
democratic system and people's
participation in the govern-
ment.

The meeting also took a

Tk 25 lakh gold
seized at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Customs authorities at the
Zia International Airport (Z1A)
recovered gold bars and orna-
mernts worth about Tk 25 lakh
from a Bangladeshi coming
from Dubai in an Emirates
flight yesterday.

Airport sources said the pas-
senger went to the departure
lounge on the first floor after
the EK-612 flight landed at ZIA
at about 9:30 am.

Customs personnel who were
following him on suspicion
sinice his arrival, challenged
him there and recovered 41 gold
bars, weighing ten tola each and
59 grams of gold ornaments
from his pockets, the sources
said.

A departmental case has
been lodged in this connection.

number of decisions on the mu-
nicipal elections after dis-
cussing the reports of the party’s
local units.

Among others, Syeda Zo-
hara Tajuddin, Abdul Mannan,
MP, Principal Qamruzzaman,
Abdul Jalil, Suranjit Sengupta,
Abdul Mannan, Advocate Sa-
hara Khatun, Rajiuddin Ahmed
Raju, MP, Alamgir Kumkum,
Rahmat Ali, MP, Sultan Mo-
hammad Mansur, MP and Nu-
rul Fazal Bulbul were present.

Govt, CEC pushing
country toward
confrontation: BNP

BNP has accused the gov-
ernment and the Chief Election
Commissioner of pushing the
country toward confrontation
through “farcical' municipal
election ignoring the demand of
the opposition parties, reports
UNB.

“The elections that govern-
ment and CEC are going to hold
ignoring people's opinion and
keeping the opposition, includ-
ing BNP, out of the race would
not be acceptable to anybody,"
BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan said yester-
day.

He said government and the
CEC are trying to introduce one
party system through holding
farcical' municipal election
throwing the country and hard
earning democracy onto the
path of destruction.

"They will have to bear the
responsibility for pushing the
countiry towards conflict,"
Bhuiyan said when a number of
BNP activists from various
pourashavas met him yesterday
after withdrawing their nomi-
nation papers.

The BNP Secretary General
congratulated the party ac-
tivists for withdrawing from
Lhe race. He urged the partymen,
tew in number, who have not
yet withdrawn their nomina-
tion papers, to abstain from the
Feb 23-25 municipal election.
Otherwise, action would be
taken against them, he warned.

He also asked the party's dis-
trict presidents and general sec-
retaries to send list of those
who have not withdrawn their
candidature.

Guitarist gunned
down in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Feb 6: Arif Raihan
Pitu, 28, a guitarist, was gunned
down by some unidentified as-
sailants at about 7 pm on Fri-
day at TB boundary road in the
city.

21r:I‘hf: assailants fired at Pitu
point blank and he died on the
spot.

Police said, two youngmen,
identified as Nobel Shaikh 26
and Chand Mia, 24. were ar-
rested in this connection.

Police could not find out the
reason behind the murder of the
guitarist who was also a sup-
porter of the ruling party.

Local people said that Pitu
used to vehemently protest toll
collection by a qup of armed
cadres of the ruling party in the
area.

Pitu was murdered when top
level leaders of district and city
Awami League, including the
State Minister for Disaster
Management Talukder Abdul
Khaleque, Whip Mostapha
Rashidi Shuja and Sheikh
Helaluddin MP were attending
the extended committee meet-
ing of the party to formulate a
policy on non-interference in
the police action against the
wanted criminals and murder-
ers of political leaders and ac-
Livists,

However, no murder case

was filed with the police till fil-

ing of this report.

5 alleged terrorists
held with arms
in Khagrachhari

KHAGRACHHARI, Feb &: Se-
curity forces arrested five al-
leged terrorists along with
firearms in the district's
Panchhari thana on Friday and
Saturday, reports APB.

Acting on a tip-off, army
personnel arrested four tribal
youths — Bijoy Chakma, Bilash
Chakma, Shanti Chakma and
Sudip Chakma — from near
Nalkata bridge on Friday night
and seized two country-made ri-
fles and a knife from their pos-
session.

On their confessional state-
ments, security forces con-
ducted another operation in Pu-
jgang area and arrested De-

apriva Chakma along with
two rifles.

The arrested tribal youths
were handed over to local po-
lice.

A case was lodged in this
connection,

Ctg concert
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and around the stadium to
maintain order were seen fre-
quently chasing the unruly
vouths.

Al one stage, one senior po-
lice official was forced to urge
the audience over microphone

from the dias to maintain or-
der.

Scuffles among
took place even in the VI
witnesses said.

However, the songs of band
parties enthralled the audience
irrespective of their sex and age,
witnesses added.

Gasfield
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cfd. However, the wells have ca-
pacity up to 125 mmefd, he
added.

Starting production in the
Jalalabad Gasfield is being
considered as the first success
story for Oeccidental in
Bangladesh since it signed two
PSCs on January 11, 1995 — one
for Block-12 another for the
blocks 13 and 14 — covering
most of the greater Sylhet re-
gion. A very small area was
given to the Sylhet Gasfields
Limited earlier. _

The company suffered a se-
vere setback following the blow
oul at the Magurchhara Gasfield
in Moulvibazar district during
drilling in June, 1997. Later,
the field was abandoned.
However, the company has been
praparin% for drilling at a
nearby location in the same
structure, said an official.

The Occidental also drilled
two other wells in the Bibiana
structure In the Nabiganj thana
under Habiganj district, where
there is 'a very good reserve,' say

box,

| the official survey reports.

Tokyo takes tough stance on Kafco
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to be the guarantor of USS 280
million export credit from a
Japanese lender, is refusing to
accept the plant as part of the
deal.

Already, the crisis-ridden
company has failed to service
its debts, the latest being the
February 1 instalment to The
Export Import Bank of Japan.

The Overseas Economic Co-
operation Fund (OECF), Japan's
overseas aid arm, has clearly
taken advantage of the situa-
tion in which the government
can be held liable for the non-

ayment by the joint venture
ertiliser company.
“We, believe that the gov-
ernment approval for the com-
mercial settlement would

clearly appear to be not only the .

most effective, but possibly the
only, way to solve the problem.”
OECF deputy managing director
Shigeru eda said in a letter
to Commerce Minister Tofail
Ahmed.

The veiled threat was how-
ever apparent. “We shall be
most gratified if OECF is able to

contribute to the economic and
social development (of
Bangladesh), and hope most ar-
dently that the friendship be-
tween Bangladesh and Japan
may grow yet further in the
years ahead,” Takeda said.

The OECF also reminded the
minister of its past assistance
to various development pro-
ects, including the Jamuna

ridge.

e OECF letter came from a
relatively junior official, num-
ber two of operations depart-
ment, which a diplomatic
source called "the Japanese way
of adding insult to a threat”.

The aid agency is part of
Kafco Japan Investment Co Ltd,
a company that has 31.29 per
cent stake in Kafco. Chiyoda
and Marubeni are the other
partners of OECF.,

The OECF stick came in tan-

| dem with a flat refusal from the

Exim Bank of Japan of a Kafco
‘request for a waiver on the re-
lgagment of principal” due on

ebruary 1, 1999, The company
ay USS 9.3 million
ut not the USS 21.5

could only
in interest,

million in principal amount:

“We have no intention to ac-
cept your request and to waive
any right specified in the Loan
Agreement. Therefore, we re-
quest you again to repay all
amounts due on the 1st of
February 1999, for whatever
reason,” the Exim Bank wrote
to Kafco on January 28, a day
a{ter the company had made the
plea.

“We also remind you that we
are to request the government
of Bangladesh to repay the said
amount in accordance with the
letter of guarantee dated March
28 1992," the bank said.

And two days after the re-
payment failure came the OECF
warning, The Japanese gov-
ernment agency, rather
harshly, pointed out that the
government of Bangladesh be-
ing the guarantor would now be
in trouble.

"J-EXIM informs us that it
intends to seek repayment of
the amount due immediately
from the guarantor, the gov-
ernment of Bangladesh,” the
OECF said. "Were the Govern-

ment not to repay the amount
due, the ﬁmrernment would it-
self be in default.”

“This would not only affect
the Kafco's operations. but
would also damage the credit of
the government in the interna-
tional financial market, ulti-
mately affecting the national
€conomy as a whole. OECF, as
an international development
organisation. sees this situa-
tion as very serious.”

“We have heard that the cur-
rent serious situation could be
settled if the government offi-
cially approves the commercial
settlement of the long-standing
plant acceptance issue.”

The latest OECF move is a
rim reminder of what
angladesh went through in the

early 1990s when the Japanese
corporate lobby and the gov:
ernment manoeuvred in all
possible means to secure the
guarantee for the entire amount
of export credit and unprece-
dented fiscal and other conces-

sions for the now USS 600 mil-
lion project.

oungsters

PM asks scouts to help

MAUCHACK (Gazipur), Feb
6: Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina today called for united
efforts to remove obstacles to
the country's development, re-
ports UUNB.

"We will have to go ahead
removing hunger, malnutri-
tion, ignorance and supersti-
tion which are hindering our
progress.” Hasina said while
inaugurating the 6th National
Scout Jamboree here this
morning. :

She urged the scouts to help
the society by applying their
personal skill, leadership, effi-
ciency and knowledge.

"You are bold and in-
domitable, you are determined
and you are the scouts. This is
ﬁnur ornily identity,” she told the

ig gathering of the scouts.

More than 10,000 scouts
from across the country joined
the Jamboree this year. The
scouts from India, Pakistan,
S5ri Lanka and Bhutan also
take part in it.

scouting also helps a child
to be self confident, conscious
and dedicated. and build up a
worthy citizen, Hasina said as-
suring all possible help from

Bangla Academy
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TSC island at 10 am on Febru-
ary 18.

Poet Rafig Azad. president of
the Parisad announced the pro-
grammes of the two-day [estival
at a press conference in the city
yesterday.

A good number of poets from
home and abroad are expected
to take part in the festival, the
organisers said.

This year for the first time
poets ol other languages living
in Bangladesh and the "Adibasi

oets” have been invited to the
estival.

On the first-day, a colorful
procession will be brought out
from the festival venue toward
Central Shaheed Minar and
wreaths to be placed at the
mazar of poet Nazrul Islam.

A poetry recitation session
and an exhibition of books of
poetry, will also be held the
same day. -

The second day's pro-
srammes include a session for
oreign poets, announcement of
the new committee of Kabita
Parisad, award giving cere-
mony and poetry recitation.

Two seminars will also be
held on the second day on the
occasion ol the birth centenar-
ies of National Poet Kazi Nazrul
Islam and Jibananda Das.

Poet Syed Shamsul Haq has
been selected for the Kabita
Parisad Award '99. the organis-
ers said.

Poel, interested to partici-
pate in the festival, have been
requested to register their
names by depositing the re-
quired [ee. The fee for the poets
of Dhaka is Tk 50 while for
those from other districts is Tk
20.

The press conference was
also addressed by Syed Sham-
sul Haq, Belal Chowdhury, Ra-
hiul Hossain, Samudra Gupta,
Mohan Raithan, Muhammad
Nurul Huda, and Habibullah
Siraji.

Opposition
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nicipal polls were met.
[t also discussed prepara-
tioris for the February 14
planned visits to four major

cities by the four top opposition

leaders -- BNP chairperson
Khaleda Zia, Jatiya Party
chairman HM Ershad, Jamaat-
e-Islami ameer Golam Azam
and [0J chiefl Azizul Hagq.

To campaign against the
February 23-25 municipal
polls, Khaleda is due to visit Ra-
jshahi while Ershad plans to go
to S{llhel. Azam to Chittagong
and Haq to Khulna.

“The liaison committee also
decided that its Dhaka city unit
would chalk out elaborate pro-
grammes for the capital during
the 48-hour shutdown,” said
Quamaruzzaman, the Jamaat
man on the committee. The city
unit is due to meet today.

"We'll do our best to involve
as many workers as possible
during the hartal," the Jamaat
leader said. :

country march forward

the government for flourishing
the movement.

Mentioning the importance
of the education, she asked the
scouls to work for removing il-
literacy from the country, as
education is the only tool to free
the nation from ignorance,
malnutrition and supersti-
tions.

Referring to the active par-
ticipation and services rendered
by the scouts during the 1998
floods, she said this was
possible only for their determi-
nation, humanity and applica-
tion of the practical knowledge.

She announced in the [unc-
tion that the government would
introduce national award for
the scouts in near future for
their dedication and service to
the nation.

The Prime Minister said
scouting movement got dy-
namism during the post libera-
tion period as per the directives
of father of the nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man,

The present government is
willing to strengthen the
movement and spread it in all
educational institutions of the
country, including all primary
schools and Ebtadayee
Madrashah.

Jamboree Chief and Chief
National Commissioner of
Bangladesh Scouts Manjoor Ul
Karim and Jamboree Commit-
tee chairman Abdul Kaium
Thakur also addressed the
function presided over Bangla-
desh Scouts President Mahbu-
buzzaman.

The Prime Minister inaugu-
rated the ecolourful Jamboree
releasing balloons and pigeons
and inspected the parade of
boys and girls scouts.

She handed over the best
scoul-awards of the country,
Silver Tiger, to Bruce Garnsey

of Australia and Lolit Mohan
Jain of India.

City AL extended
meet today

A special extended meeting
of Dhaka City Awami League
will be held in the party's cen-
tral office at 23 Bangabandhu
Avenue at 6 pm today, a party
press release said.

Rajuk
From Page |

now we are planning to file a
case against Rajuk for violating
court orders,” Mahmudur Rah-
man, a local resident, told
journalists.

The Supreme Court order on
July 2 last year directed not to
“disturb or destroy the greener-
ies and the lake for the purpose
of construction of any road or
creating any residential or
commercial plots on the lands
or on the waters of Gulshan
lake adjoining the plots of Gul-
shan lake and are further di-
rected not to allot any such
newly-created plot to anybody.”

A resident of the lakeside
area and former civil servant
and minister AMA Muhith de-
manded that the earth filled in
the Gulshan lake be removed
and the lake restored to its orig-
inal state. He said Rajuk was
taking advantage of loopholes
in the law.

“Filling of the lake will
severely threaten the environ-
ment of the area,” Muhith said.

Another resident slammed
Rajuk for its statements that
the lake filling was designed to
build a dam to protect roads and
houses during the flood. "It was
totally a hoax," the resident
said calling it a Rajuk 'ploy to
create new plots for the black
money holders’.

Representatives from envi-
ronmental group Porosh, Gul-
shan-Banani-Baridhara Wel-
fare Association, Baridhara
Society. Banani Citizens’ Wel-
fare Society and Centre for Ad-
vanced Studies attended the
press conference.

After the press conference,
the residents of the area
brought out a procession with
banners, placards and festoons
and paraded the area chanting
slogans against the illegal ac-
tivities of Rajuk.

Larma: Talks tomOProw

From Page 1

cember 2, 1997, ending a
decades-old insurgency in the
CHT.

Some 2,000 PCJSS armed
members belongin %tu its mili-
tary wing Shantibahini laid
their guns at a February 10 cer-
emony at Khagrachhari Sta-
dium where Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina formally re-
ceived Shantu Larma's weapon,
an AK-47 assault rifle.

But discord soon followed as
Shantu Larma accused the gov-
ernment of breaching a number
of pledges. One of his major
grievances centred round the

ormation of the RC, designed to
play a pivotal role in adminis-
terinﬁ the region.

Shantu Larma, nominated
by the government as chairman
nF the 22-member interim RC,
was unhappy that the govern-
mernt did not accept three of his
nominees from the Bengali
community, which has six
members on the council.

There had been several
rounds of talks with the gov-
ernment to end the impasse, the
last one being in November.

But Shantu Larma shunned
a meeting with CHT affairs

minister Kalparanjan Chakma
at Khagrachhari last month,
demanding an appointment
with the Prime Minister.

The deadlock on full imple-
mentation of the CHT treaty is
also impeding (he functioning
of the Land Commission,
formed to survey and determine
ownership of land in the hills, a
bone of contention between the
PCJSS and the settlers.

The Bengali settlers, who
constitute roughly 48 percent of
the nearly a million people
living in the hills, also the
home to 13 ethnic minorities
including Chakmas. the domi-
nant tribe to which Larma be-
longs.

PCJSS also demanded reset-
tlement of the refugees, release
of some of his party cadres,
withdrawal of the military
camps, resettlement of Bengalis
and revision of the voters’ list.

Our Khagrachhari corre-
spondent adds: A delegation of
the European Union will hold
talks with PCJSS leaders on
various CHT issues today.

Rupayan Dewan, a senior
leader, stayed back to head the
PCJSS de¥egatiun during the
meeting with EU.



