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Most people like to show off.

Some do it with subtlety, while
some others do it crudely. The

ple who favour showing off
don't like dnin%ét subtly, be-
cause this ma lost on most
of us. Hence the greater prefer-
- ence for display which takes on

an overtone of crudity.
In a materialistic society

like ours, one important means

of showing off is to acquire
" some commodities which serve
as status symbols. These com-
modities are purchasable with
high price tags. The quality and
beauty of such commodities are
very «nuch palpable.
In our urban society, some
leading status symbols have

lately appeared. One among

them is the Pajero wagon. It is
an oversized gas guzzler and
hardly appropriate for a city
like Dhali‘a with its narrow
streets. But nobody cares about
it. The important thing is that
it attracts the attention that its
owner wants and needs.

S50 anyone who has the
money, and needs to boost his
ego, buys a Pajero, There are so
many Pajeros and they are such
a common sight now that the
term "Pajero culture” has come
into use. Of course, now Pajeros

face some competition from the

Nissan and Totoya wagons
which appear to be bigger and
more ostentatious.

A recent status symbol is the

mobile phone. The proud pos-
sessors carry them here.
The impact of their presence
would have been lost if they
were carried in bags or pockets.
Hence they are found conspicu-

By A S M Nurunnabi

ously in the hands of their ﬁ:us-
sessors. The of the phone
can be heard in all the haunts of
the rich including clubs and
restaurants. Even in fish mar-
kets, their owners are often
found exchan%in messages
with their households about the
varieties of fish to be purchased.

However, after a certain
company lost its monopoly,
and the prices slid down 1o a
level which is within the reach
of the not-so-rich, the mobile
can be seen in buses and rick-
shaws. Many now feel that the
mobile phone has lost its ex-
clusivity, it seems likely that
the rich will leave their mobiles
at home when they are not out
on business.

There is another status

. Douwn to
Growing craze for ne
status symbols

symbol, namely, the suit and tie

which are not suitable to our
hot and humid climate. Yet, in
order to maintain formal deco-
rum in dress, bankers, bureau-
crats and multinational com-
pany executives wear suit and
tie. The younger generation,
however, prefer casual wear in
the form of jeans trousers and
sport shirts. The brand names
of such clothes fascinate them,
nonetheless.

The fascination with brand
names goes to such a length that
unscrupulous businessmen
cash in by making almost exact
replicas of the imported clothes
and their labels and selling
them as originals with a hi%
margin of profit. The origina
brand items face stiff competi-
tion from designer items. Leyis
and Wrangler jeans are gener-

ally in great demand. But any-
one with an eye for fashion and
a wish to establish sartorial su-
periority buys designer jeans at
exorbitant prices. In the matter
of watches also, today's men-
about-town wear Cartier or
Patek Phillips in place of Rolex
or Omega preferred by the ear-
lier generation.

Owning a car has always
been a status symbol in our so-

ciety. Lately the proliferation of

Japanese re-conditioned cars
on the Dhaka streets has given
a wider dimnension to that sym-
bol.

One remarkable thing about
our status symbols is that al-
most all of them need to be of
foreign origin. Even saris,
which our country produces in

reat abundance and variety,
ave to be foreign if one wants
to impress. It is not the Katans
or Dhakal saris which elicit
envy and admiration but the
French chiffons and Indian
silks,

It is true thatl sometimes we
carry xenophilia too far. But
there is no denying that con-
cepts of status symbols keep
chanfﬂng from time to time
mainly affecting the affluent
and the rich, while the main-
stream of common people re-
mains, more or less, immune
from the fall-out ol the novel
fads and life styles.

Such changes in outlook
seem to be inevitable in a devel-
oping society, especially in view
UF the staggering technological
advances taking place in many
spheres of life,

Hartal: AL won't confront
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and claimed that massive pub-
lic enthusiasm for the munici-
pal polls was still there.

The alliance of BNP, Jatiya
Party, Jamaat-e-Islami and [s-
lami Oikya Jote has made
"substantial progress”™ in
pulling their men back from the
election race, sources in the
parties said.

“Persuasion and threats”
worked and many of the opposi-
tion candidates have meantime
withdrawn their candidature.
Yet, a good number of opposi-
tion contestants are “def?’ing'
instructions by their respective
parties, they said.

All the four opposition par-
ties have taken up programmes
to pull the “rebels” out of the

election battle before
"disowning” them. To this end,
heads of the parties are set to
launch an anti-election cam-
‘paign in four metropolitan
cities on Febru 14,

Khaleda Zia is due to visit
Rajshahi while JP chief H M
Ershad plans to go to Sylhet,
Golam Azam of Jamaat to Chit-
tagong and IOJ leader Azizul
Haq to Khulna,

Besides, the BNP has formed
4as many as 36 teams compris-
ing central leaders and MPs to
launch a four-day campaign
from February 11 at areas
where the municipal polls are
due. During their visits, the
teams will organise public
meetings and hold group dis-
cussions to persuade the party

Textbooks
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the National Curriculum and
Textbook Board (NCTB) claimed
that they have already supplied
textbooks to all the districts.
The district authorities will
now distribute the books among
the schools through thana edu-
cation officials, they said.

Distribution of textbooks
started on January 3 though
printing is yet to be completed.

Printing was delayed as
NCTB failed to supply paper as
Per requirement”, Press Qwn-
ers’ Association sources said.

BSC vessels
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-+* *he global situation as well
as to improve the position of
the organisation.

"Now we have only one con-
tainer ship, but we need more
container vessels to meet the
global trend of containeriza-
tion. We are looking for funds,”
Zulfikar said,

According to official reports,
BSC ships now operate in
Bangladesh-UK, Bangladesh-
Far East, Bangladesh-Pak-
istan-West Asia-Gulf and
Bangladesh—ﬁhag;.pure lines.

In the past years, it suf-
fered losses for 14 years. In the
year '97-'98, its assels were val-
ued at Tk 354.06 crore while the
debt amounted to Tk 163.24
crore, official reports said.

men, sources said adding, puni-
tive action will follow this fin
move. -

The problem is “acute” in
Munshiganj, Panchagarh and
Syedpur districts where the
party men have not yet with-
drawn from the race, said one
-source adding, such problems
also exist in some other dis-
tricts including Khagrachhari,

BNP representative in the
four-party liaison body, M.
Shamsul Islam, told this corre-
spondent that he did not know
exactly how many of the party
men were still in the race. “The
matter has been placed under
the disposal of the party units
in the districts”, he said.

JP Secretary General Naziur
Rahman Monju said his party
has already expelled five of its
district -leaders who did not
withdraw their candidature for
posts of chairmen.

"We've also directed the dis-
trict units concerned to go for
massive campaign against the
‘one-party’ municipal elee-
tion,” he said.

Jamaat leader ATM Azharul
Islam claimed that only five or
six from his party filed nomi-
nation papers to contest for the
posts of chairman but all o
them had withdrawn. )

“Some 40 Jamaat leaders are
now engaged in the campaign
against the elections,” he dis-
closed.

I0J has also formed 10

List of criminals
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coming election,” a senior po-
lice official told the news
agency yesterday on condition
of anonymity.

The listed lawbreakers will
be categorised as 'notorious
criminals' and 'political terror-

‘Khulaa AL
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none but presidents and secre-
taries of district, city and thana
committees of the party and its
student, youth and labour
fronts were allowed to get in for
security reason, said Advocate
Manzurul Imam, president of
the city unit of the party.

But it was an exception that
Prime Minister's cousin Sheikh
Helal, MP, was allowed to at-
tend the closed-door meeting as
he has been assigned by the par-
lﬁ's high command to sort out
the problems keeping in view
the up-coming election of
Khulna City Corporation, he
added.

Speakers at the meeting dis-
cussed the deteriorating law
and order and murders of par-
tymen with the help of a group
of armed cadres being har-
boured by both the factions of

the party.

intra-party

res{;rlved to end
rivalry and help

- members of the law enforcin

agencies arrest the arme
cadres irrespective of p af-
filiation with immediate effect.
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teams for such a campaign, said
ARM Abdul Matin, a central
leader of the party.

Meanwhile, the AL is still
lacing two or more candidates
for the same municipal seats,
especially those of chairmen, at
manﬁ places.

The AL Coordination Com-
mittee for Municipal Polls is
due to meet today to discuss the
matter.

Earlier, the AL chief warned
of disciplinary action against

such party men

But the party may not go for
expulsion of such candidates
against the backdrop of an Op-
position claim that it was going
to be a farcical election, said a
central leader of the party.
“We've nothing to lose if more
than one candidates from the
party contest for one seat. This
will make the polls more credi-
ble", he noted.

Jhenidah BNP
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Poura Committee and Chair-
man of Kotchandpur Pourasava
Sirajul Huq Siru Miah, General
Secretary of Moheshpur Poura
unit Ohidul Huqg and President
of JCD Poura unit Isharat Ali
Mandal.

President of BNP district
unit Meoshiur Rahman, MP,
presided over the meeting.

Meanwhile, district unit of
Jatiya Party on Thursday ex-
pelled 11 leaders including
President of the district unit

- Mosharaf Hossain Mosha from

l

the party for their participation
in the elections.

JCD protesters
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lice intercepted the procession
in front of the DMCH at about
11:30 am to prevent them from
going to Bangla Academy.

The JCD activists started
hurling brick bats and crackers
at the police,

At one stage, police resorted
to baton charge to disperse the
JCD activists which left four
JCD activists in[fured. Several
gunshots were also heard dur-
ing the incident.

Another ﬁrnup of JCD ac-
tivists brought out a procession
with their faces covered with
black cloths on the DU campus
to protest Hasina's visit to
Bangla Academy. Police also
prevented the JCD procession-
ists from going to TSC area.

Later, JCD held a rally at the
main entrance of the Arts Fac-
ulty which was addressed by
Habib-un-Nabi Sohel, Monsi
Bazlul Basit Anjum, A B M
Mosharraf Hossain and Manir
Hossain. :

At the rally, JCD leaders
said that Sheikh Hasina would
not be allowed to come to the
Dhaka University campus in
future,

Several rounds of bullets
were fired and crackers blasted
in Shahbagh area when Hasina
came {o Bangla Academy to in-
augurate the Ekushey Book
Fair. -
Meanwhile, in a press re-
lease yesterday, Dhaka City
BNP convenor Sadek Hossain
Khoka MP condemned the at-
tack on the JCD activists.

He alleged that the ‘terror-
ists' of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) under the shelter
of police attacked the JCD men
when they brought out a peace-
ful procession.

W

SAARC to set

- up Investment
fund soon

CHITTAGONG, Feb 5: Visit-
ing president of SAARC Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus

(SCCI) Kantikumar R Podar

said here today that a SAARC
investment fund would be set up
soon for the promotion of joint
venture industries among the
SAARC countries, reports BSS.

The first meeting of the in-
vestment fund will be held in
Dhaka in June, Podar said
while participating in a confer-
ence on "Economic Union by
2008", at the Chittagong Cham-
ber auditorium.

Organised by Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry. the conference was
presided over by Chamber
president Kamaluddin Ahmed.

The SS5CI president said a
study report under the auspices
of SAARC Chamber to identify
230 projects for the establish-
ment of buy back arrangement
and joint venture industries in
the SAARC countries has al-
ready been prepared.

Podar, who was the keynote
speaker in the conference, ex-
pressed the hope that the study
reports from all the member
countries will come in hand by
March this year.

US team
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Study.

b Energy information
systems: Based on the notion
that better information can led
to better policy decisions. the
Energy Information Adminis-
tration will provide technical
assistance to develop
Bangladesh’s energy statistics
and analysis capabilities.

C. Hydrocarbon resource
development and management:
The US Minerals Management
Service (MMS] may offer
training and technical assis-
tance in developing a strategy
for safe and environment-
[riendly exploration, produc-
tion and distribution of oil and
gas resources in the country.

The MMS may also offer
technical assistance in data
management, specially for pro-
prielary data; management of
revenue from oil and gas devel-
opment; and evaluation of pro-
duction- sharing contracts.

d. Gas Development
Strategies to Promote Regional
Energy Integration: A gas utili-
sation study, conducted by the
US Trade Development Agency
(TDA) is likely to be completed
within a few months. The US
DOE considers this report an
important step in understand-
ing Bangladesh's oil and gas po-
tential and options and intends
to make follow-up activities. In
addition, the DOE will help
Bangladesh develop regional
ENnergy systems.

Lewinsky still has 'mixed
feelings' for Clinton

WASHINGTON, Feb 5: Mon-
ica Lewinsky declared in her

videotaped deposition that
President Bill Clinton never
suggested she file a false affi-
davit to deny their affair, ac-
cording to transcripts of deposi-
Egns released today, reports

Lewinsky also said she was
‘a pest” to presidential friend

Vernon Jordan in seeking a job.

Lewinsky says she now has
‘mixed feelings” for Clinton
and objected when her congres-
sional inquisitor, Rep. Ed
Bryvant, referred to her rela-
tions with Clinton as "sala-
cious.”

Congress today released
transcripts of depositions
taken this week from Lewinsky.
Jordan and White House aide
Sidney Blumenthal.

Lewinsky objected to some of

the language Bryant used when
referring to her affair with the
president.

When Bryant asked her
about "the first so-called sala-
clous occasion,” she interrupted
him, saying. "Can you call it
something else?... | mean, this
is my relationship.”

Bryant said, "What would
you like to call it?"

Lewinsky replied, "It was my
first encounter with the presi-
dent. so | don't really see it as
my [irst salacious — that's not
what this was."

Lewinsky refused to say
whether she felt Clinton lied
when he denied touching her in
a sexual manner.

'l really don't feel comfort-
able characterising whether
what he said was truthful or not
truthful," the former White
House intern said. "l know I've
testilied to what | believe is
irue.”

" In her sworn testimony to
prosecutor Kenneth Starr,
Lewinsky said Clinton touched
her. Clinton denied that he
touched her in a sexual manner
although he acknowledged an
inappropriate relationship
with her.

In her testimony to House
managers this week, Lewinsky
addressed the malter by saying
that various encounters with
Clinton met the definition of
sextial relations,

The Senate on Thursday
voted not to call Lewinsky to

testify in person. Instead. por-
tions of her videotaped testi-
mony will be used in arguments
by House prosecutors Saturday,
affording Americans their first
n?ﬁonunity to see her tell parts
of her story.

With Cﬁ’ntnn‘s impeachment
trial a week or less from com-
pletion, Lewinsky cast doubt on
Clinton's sworn testimony that
he told her she might have to
turn over presidential gifts if
they were subpoenaed in the
Paula Jones sexual harassment
case.

‘Did the president ever tell
you to turn over the gifts?"
Bryant, a Republican, asked in
the Monday deposition. "Not

that | remember," Lewinsky an- |

swered.

Of Jordan's efforts to help
her find work, Lewinsky said, "I
was a pest.”

House prosecutors are tryin
to show that the president's Ef~g
forts to find Lewinsky a job
were linked to her filing a false
affidavit denying their affair
and that the hiding of gifts he
had given her was part of a

scheme by Clinton to obstruct
justice.

Tribal youths
clash with
police, snatch
ritle

KHAGRACHHARI, Feb 5: Lin-
ruly tribal youths clashed with
police and sel [ire to a vehicle of
a pharmaceutical company at
Bijitala on Khagrachhari-Mo-
halchhari road this evening,
reports APB.

Two members of armed po-
lice battalion were injured in
the clash. The miscreants also
snatched an autematic rifle
[rom police on duty,

Police and witnesses said the
youths stopped the vehicle of
ACI Pharmaceuticals, and set il
afire in protest against the

kidnapping of two young

Cargo vessel with
cement sinks
in Meghna

CHANDFPUR, Feb 5: A cargo
vessel with some 10 thousand
bags of cement capsized in the
Meghna river Thursday
evening, reports APB. '

River police said the vessels.
MV Jannat, sank as it hit a
shoal, about two-km south of
the lown.

Boatmen near the craft res-

| cued the crew,

Health sector reform
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of ESP.

"Research results will serve
to guide policy development,
programme priorities and im-
provement of 'service delivery',
These would also be important
for monitoring programme
achievements," an ICDDR.B of-
ficial told The Daily Star.

ICDDR.B, as a partner of the
Ministry of Health and Family
Wellare, would be involved in
Operation Research Programme

(ORP) of ESP delivery and the
community clinics. All re-
searches would be funded by the
USAID.

ORP will design and test a
sustainable delivery system for
rural and urban areas and
strengthen the support system
for a sustainable national
health and population pro-
gramme. The study would be
carried out using applied re-
starch.

Based on the research, the
ministry would implement the
ESP delivery and phase in
13,500 community clinics
across the country with techni-
cal assistance from ICDDR,B.

The ESP would offer five es-
sential services - reproductive
and child healthcare, commu-

ni(‘ﬂh!& disease control, limited
curalive care and behaviour
change communication - to a

larget group of 6.000 people as a
uniit.

The clinics, to be run by
paramedics, would mainly deal
with primary stage safe moth-
erhood, maternal nutrition,
unsafe abortion, neonatal eare,
family planning, acute respira-
tory infection, vaccination for
preventable diseases and mal-
nutrition and referral system

The ministry would sel up a
unified agency to plan, imple-
ment and monitor all procure-
ments for the ESP, UN bodies
would continue to procure es-
sential drugs for the commu-
nity clinics and other estab-
lishments until the agency is
capable of procuring effectively.

A discussion on the ESP de-
livery and community clinics
followed a spot visit to one of
the unions where the first
community clinic on a donated
piece of land started function-
ing officially.

High officials of the health
ministry, ICDDR,B, USAID and
health and family planning of-
ficials of Jessore were present
on the occasion.

Anti-liberation forces
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remain alert against these anti-
liberation forces who cannot
tolerate progress and want to
cripple the nation.

Mentioning the glories of the
Ekushey Boi Mela, the prime
minister said the book-loving
people wait all the year for this
august occasion. "I'm one
among them,"

This book fair is the sign

and symbol of Bengali cul :
Emksﬁ?elp iy tur

and heritage of a nation.

Book is a means of spreading
knowledge and education, she
said and called upon all to work
for education with a view to re-
moving illiteracy from the
country by 2006.

“In the last two and a half
years, we have achieved a re-
markable success in reducing
illiteracy," she said mentioning
that literacy rate increased to
56 per cent from 47 during the
rule of the present government.

She hoped that the nation
could be freed from the curse of
illiteracy by 2005, one year
ahead of the target, if this trend
continued and all worked sin-
t:erilry on the mission.

entioning the sacrifice of
Salam, Jabbar, Rafique and

| many others who died for their

flourish the culture .

—

mother tongue, the prime min-
ister paid rich tribute to all the
LanguaEnMuw:ment martyrs.

The guage Movement was
the lead-in to all other subse-
quent movements through
which the nation got indepen-
dence under the leadership of
father of the nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man, she said.

"Now a free and peacelul at-
mosphere has been created in
thevcountry with the scope for
free-thinking, pursuing knowl-
edge and culture with full free-
dom," she said urging the writ-
ers, intellectuals to utilise this
scope for flourishing language,
culture and heritage. .

The inaugural function,
presided over by Poet Shamsur

Rahman, was also addressed by
National Professor Kabir
Chowdhury, State Minister for
Cultural Affairs Obaidul Qader,

Bangla Academy Director Gen-
eral Syed Anwar Hossain, Book
Publishers' and Sellers' Asso-
ciation vice-president Hamidul
Islam and Granthamela Com-
mitiee member secretary Poet
Asad Chowdhury.

Later, the prime minister
visited different stalls and
bought some books from the
decorated shops.

From Page |
treatment.”

Al-Arab Al-Yawm newspa-
per wrote an emotional front
page editorial entitled "Oh
Lord." echoing the Jordanians'
concern for their king: "At this
lerrible moment our pulsing
hearts open to embrace our
master.” .

The king decided to head
home yesterday from the Mayo
Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota
where he underwent a failed
bone-marrow transplant and
was diagnosed with kidney and
liver failure.

"He's coming home to die," a
Jordanian official teld AFP.

‘This Majesty's condition
has become critical due to the
tailure of the functions of the
internal organs.” said Samir
Farrage, lhe king's personal
doctor. "May God protect his
Ma:]iesljr and grant him health
and long life.”

King Hussein returned to the
Mayo Clinic on January 26 af-
ter suffering a relapse of 'non-
hodghkin's i}mphnma,' just a
week after declaring himsell
fully recovered on his return
home from six months of
chemotherapy at Mayo.

He then underwent a further
chemotherapy session and a
second transplant of bone mar-
row from his sisler, Princess
Basma, 48. The king had a
transplant of his own bone
marrow in December.

Non-hodgkin's lymphoma is
a group of solid cancerous tu-
mors in the lymphatic system,
which helps fight disease.

Hussein has been on the
lhrone 46 years. He is known as
a force for moderation in the
volatile Middle East and, after
Jordan's 1994 peace with Israel,
he pushed for a broader regional

King comes home

peace, says AP.

In Washington, President
Bill Clinton, speaking before a
gathering on Thursday at the
National Prayer Breakfast,
urged prayers for the king who
had helped forge the Wy River
peace accord between Israel and
the Palestinians in October,

"I ask you to pray for our
King Hussein, a wonderful hu-
man being, a champion of peace
who, [ promise you today, is
fighting for his life mostly so he
can continue to fight for peace,"
Clinton said.

Just before leaving for
America, the king named his
oldest son as his successor, re-
moving his younger brother
from the post, in an apparent
move to ensure Jordan's future

stability.

He deposed his brother
Prince Hassan, whom he had
groomed for the throne for 34
years. He named his eldest son,
Abdallah, as heir, then
abruptly left for the United
States. ,

Abdallah is an army rnafr:-r
general, commanding an elite
unit that protects the royal
family. His political views re-
main largely unknown, but his
aides say he shares Hussein's
pro-Western outlook.

Housewife
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nection with the incident till
filing of this report last night.

Dhanmondi police said that
their investigation confirmed
involvement of the young bank
employee. in the incident. He
wernt into hiding since the inci-
dent, they said.

Special prﬁy er
for Clinton

WASHINGTON, Feb 5; In a
hotel ballroom filled with
world leaders — plus a few house
members who voted to impeach
him -— a special prayer was of-
fered for President Clinton, re-
ports AP,

During the National Prayer
Breakfast on Thursday. Sen.
Joseph Lieberman asked God to
bless Clinton "at this time of
difficulty," and hear the presi-
dent's pleas for forgiveness and
atlonement.

"Help him in the work he is
doing with his family and his
clergy," Lieberman said. "Lord,
we pray that You will not only
restore his soul and lead him in
the path of righteousness for
Your name's sake, but help us
Lﬂin with him to heal the

reach, begin the reconciliation
and restore our national soul."

Making no mention of his
personal situation, Clinton
urged leaders to put aside
grievances and seek genuine
reconciliation.

‘Throughout history, people
have prayed to God to aid them
in war,” Clinton said. "l do be-
lieve that even though Adolf
Hitler lpreached a perverted
lorm of Christianity, God did
not want him to prevail.

‘But [ also know that when
we take up arms or words
against one another, we must be
very careful in invoking the
name of our Lord. The Almighty
has his own designs, and all we
can do is pray to know God's
will."”

Other than Lieberman. no
one else mentioned Clinton's
situation, and a few speakers
look pains to note that the
evenl was not meant to be a po-
litical forum.

> 1nspectors of
Benapole
customs
suspended

JESSORE, Feb 5: Customs
authorities of Benapole Land
Port suspended five of its in-
specltors on Thursday for ille-
gally releasing a consignment
of imported fruits, reports UNB,

A Supervisor was also served
with a show cause notice and li-
cences of five Clearing and
Forwarding Agents were held up
for their involvement in the
matter,

The inspectors are Pradip
Dey, Hafizur Rahman, Ashok
Lal Banerjee, Tarun Kumar Dey
and Amjad Hossain and the
C&F agents are Siraj Enter-
prise, Rinanka International,
Aleya Enterprise. Shajahan
Enterprise and Milon Enter-
prise.

Official sources said BDR
personnel seized 34.22 metric
tons of fruits worth over Tk 4
lakh from Laujani area of
Jhikargachha thana of the dis-
trict on January 31.

The consignment was re-
leased from Benapole without
proper invoice, the sources said,

BDR brought the maltter to
the notice of Customs depart-
ment. Customs authorities, af-
ter investigating the matter,

| took action against the accused,
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