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Light at the End of
the Tunnel

Is it too much to say that a flicker of light can be
seen at the end of the tunnel? Atal Behari Vajpay-
ee's decision to be on board the first bus to Lahore
from Delhi has opened up a window of hope, peace
and friendship between India and Pakistan in par-
ticular and other countries of South Asia in gen-
eral. We praise the political acumen of Pakistan
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif for extending invita-
tion to his Indian counterpart to visit that country
and at the'same breath salute the sagacity and far-
sightedness reciprocated by the veteran Indian
leader by accepting the invitation. The Pakistan
Prime Minister has also indicated his eagerness to
accompany Vajpayee in his return journey to
Delhi. He has also expressed the hope that half the
existing problems between these two neighbours
that have soured their relation and gave birth to
mutual mistrust-and acrimony can be solved dur-
ing the bus ride. _

This is an extraordinary stand taken by both the
leaders which will have far-reaching effects on the
entire gamut of politics in the subcontinent includ-
ing countries like Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
Nepal. The present cricket series between India and
Pakistan, the visit of US Under Secretary Strobe
Talbott to the two capitals and his talks with the
two leaders, the concept of direct contacts between
the peoples of the two countries — all these may
have profound influence on the leaders of these two
warring neighbours. And we sincerely believe these
gestures from them will not turn out to be mere po-
litical gimmicks. We strongly believe that unless
the big ones of the subcontinent cool down to nor-
mal relations, remove mutual suspicion and work
for the improvement of standard of living, one
fifth of the world's population shall remain in the
back waters of an ever prospering world dominated
by advanced and peaceful nations.

We feel tremendously encouraged by Nawaz
Sharif's proposal for bipartisan talks on every
problem between these two countries including nu-
clear devices and a positive response from the In-
dian government. It is quite logical that if every
problem including the oldest one —— Kashmir — can
be on agenda of mutual discussion why can't be
other problems? However our experience shows
this has not been the case in the past. But we look
forward with high hopes to a safer and brighter
future for the millions in the subcontinent. We
wish both leaders good luck and godspeed.

The Criminal Hierarchy

A Bangla daily citing police sources reported last
week that there are 5,000 gunslingers in Dhaka
city on the loose. These anti-people elements are
engaged in the grimiest of crimes against human-_
ity one can imagine: muggings through armed rob-
beries to homicidal land-grabbing. Transport-sec-
tor operators and workers, home developers and
even lower middle-class grocers are subject to their
assault in terms of toll collection at gunpoint. Not
so unexpectedly, these criminals are categorised

into A, B and C Teams in a hierarchical order. And
each team enjoys the blessing of a “leader” who is
either on bail or giving orders from behind bars.
More deplorable is the fact that even these leaders
have bosses wearing masks of ‘social elite’,
‘politician’, etc., who are "Godfathering” the crim-
inals and their activities. Th= police are helpless
because these Godfathers — reportedly numbering
forty — are powerful and influential. Allegedly law
enforcers also have “their” slice of the cake.

Now, earning money by unjust means is not new
in this country, but the present phenomenon of
criminalisation is certainly a subject of anxiety
and fear. Slowly but surely, these thugs are gaining
in social status which — if left to what they are in-
volved in — ultimately will take them to higher so-
cial elevations — similar to what the Godfathers
have reached. :

The only solution to this wholesale criminalisa-
tion is that the law keepers and enforcers shake off
their inclination for “more money” and break out
of this tangle of “inhuman bondage” and address
the issue with professional honesty. No doubt they
know the criminals and their ways like the thumb
of their hand and all they need to do is to muster
strength for an appropriate action.

Sundarbans of the World

Sundarbans is no longer exclusively ours, The
declaration of the World Heritage Committee, a
brain-child of the UNESCO, at its 21st convention
on December 6 last year makcs the world's biggest
surviving mangrove forest the heritage of
mankind. The recognition is a matter of great na-
tional pride for us and, at the same time, entails
great responsibility for us as a nation. We are made
custodians of a site that belongs to the human race.
Elevation to a world heritage site will give the for-
est the international exposure it needs and cer-
tainly deserves, and global efforts, in the form of
funds and expertise, to protect its flora and fauna
will follow as logical consequences. Also, it will
put us under the global microsgope. All eyes will be
on us to judge our integrity and, of course, initia-
tives to protect this patch of plenty.

' We, as a nation, have hardly any achievement
that might manifest environment consciousness
of any degree. On the contrary, we have allowed ac-
tivities over the years that are actually detrimen-
tal to the environment. Indiscriminate deforesta-
tion, air pollution, dumping toxic waste into water |
etc., the list grows everyday. Sundarbans has not
been spared of these acts of self-destruction. In the
process Royal Bengal Tiger has become an endan-
gered species and so have many others. In our fren-
zied fight for survival, we have actually decimated
our chances of healthy living,.

Recognition of Sundarbans as a World Heritage
Site should work as an eye-opener for us. The time
has come to realise and reassess our responsibili-
ties to the eco-system. The government mecha-
nism, at the central and local levels, should — and,
we earnestly hope it would — live up to the respon-
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OREEN Burford is
standing in a grocer's
shop in West London,

paying for a couple of loaves of
bread and some milk. In
pounds,

"I'm not interested in all this
Eura business,” she says, dis-
o what
they like. "It's got nothing to do
with us.”

A quick straw poll of other
customers results in widespread
agreement. "l have no idea what
it's all about," says Martin
Brooke, an estate agent. "I
mean, there's still francs and
marks and the rest. So where
does the Euro, or whatever they
call it, come in?"

Britain's Europhobic repu-
tation, it seems, is well-
founded. Recent polis have sug-
Fzsted that as many as three in

ive either dislike the Euro,
mistrust it or simply don't un-
derstand it. And 35 per cent
simply want nothing to do with
it. Ever.

With seven of Britain's na-
tional newspapers — and by far
the biggest-selling ones, too —
rabidly opposed to the Euro,
this may come as little surprise.
Few days have passed in recent
years without a broadside — of-
ten misleading — about how
"sovereignty” could be eroded as
a European superstate creeps
out from behind the Euro's
shadow, and how our beloved
pound must be protected to the
death.

As for the politicians... well,
that's different story. The sad
saga of how the right-wing Con-
servative Partys 18-year rule
foundered as it split itself apart
over Europe is treated by today's
Labour government as a cau-
tionary tale. The powerful
newspaper owners, in the shape
of [Australian-American) Ru-
pert Murdoch and (Canadian)
Conrad Black, will turn on
anyone backing Europe, the
Euro or anything remotely
similar, runs the theory. So ac-

ECENTLY, at a BBC
interview in London.
Ghaffar Chowdhury. the

Bangladeshi critic and analyst
acknowledged the global trend,
at the close of the century, of
peoples’ minds turning towards
religion. The religious
movement is working quietly
or with more nioise and fanfare.
in different societies. These
groups are thie religious en-
trepreneurs of the back-to-the-
religion movement. We encour-
age entrepreneurship in other
fields; why we face this one?

There is nothing wrong in
seeKing or re-seeking one's di-
vine origin: but the style of the
campaign matters, in so far as
how it affects the rest of the so-
ciety (the movement in 'modern’
Turkey is an instance). What is
this global 'terrorism’ as de-
fined by the West? Who com-
prise the West or the First
World?

What is happening, or not
happening, in Bangladesh,
cannot be isolated local inci-
dents for localised judgement,

unishment and rewarcﬁ There-
ore the deEih and breath of the
growing phenomenon have to
be studied by scholars and ex-
perts in diﬂ}f':rent professions
(as social thinking patterns are
aflected in all the sectors of
daily life; for example, the in-
stitutionalisation of corrupt
ractices), and the general pub-
ic guided into diseiplined reac-
tions.

Since religion is a maitter
mainly of faith, ruled by the
‘heart’, the regulatory 'brain-

ower' (logic and rationality)
ave to be applied judiciously.

Still on the Outside Looking in

As Europe coalesces around a single currency, Britain — along with Denmark, Greece
and Sweden — sits on the sidelines. Gemini News Service examines the mood of the
British as the monetary world changes around them.

tious engagement — with the
possibility of actually joining a
single currency lost in the mists
of time, for public consumption
at least — is the only way to go.
But hold on a minute. This is
New Britain, Cool Britannia, is
it not? Cosmopolitan, open to
the world the globe's number
one cultural crossroads? Surely
the residents of such a country.
whose capital city is Europe's

most advanced melting pot of

Jeremy Scott-Joynt writes from London

nationalities and ethnicities,
can cope with the idea of being a
little cﬁ:ese:r to Europe?
Certainly, Europe as a place
holds few secrets these days to
the average Briton. Foreign hol-
idays, foreign TV, foreign food,
all are commonplace. And in
artistic and cultural terms. the
integration is well advanced.
"Sure, there are still na-
tional stereotypes,” says Martin
Petersen, a Danish DJ who is
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Eleven European countries
have jeined the single currency
known as the Euro.

Four EU members

have yet to join.

. Euro members

" Mon-Euro EU countries

1 Euro = UKE 0.70
US$ 1.15
Yen 129

one of the tens of thousands of
foreign nationals who have put
down roots in London's music,
fashion, arts and cultural
scene. "But on the whole people
don't see what divides us any
more, in personal terms.”

S0 why the disaffection,
even loathing, of the idea of
merging the pound into the
Euro? There are all the old rea-
sons. The British, an island
genp]e, are naturally xenopho-
ic, say some; although that
sometimes translates into En-
glish as "bearing a proud her-
itage”. They speak no foreign
languages, so they can't under-
stand how others think, say

others. If they had to merge the

pound with anything, it would
be i‘.l’lt‘ doilar, say the really cyn-
ical.

But in truth. it all comes
down, unsurprisingly, to money
and economics. Not real money:
the perception of money.

All nations are sentimental
about their currency. The
French love the franc. For Ger-
mans, the mark has been the
bulwark of financial stability
for half a century. But for we
British the pound sterling is
special. Even the name sounds
majestic. It confirms our his-
tory as a force to be reckoned
with. After all, was not the
pound once the strongest cur-
rency in the world? For those
still Eﬂd on a diet of past glories.
The pound is the symbol of
Great Power: our true, underly-
ing status, whatever reality
may be.

And it's still strength we
seemn to crave. A strong pound
rescues governments; a weak
pound destroys them. A stnzmgI
pound means more to spen

when we go — to Europe — on
holiday. A weak pound means
the streets full of Americans
and other foreigners, waving
cameras and treating the whole
country as a theme park.

The problem is that out of
any twenty people you talk to,
nineteen of them won't have the
faintest idea what a strong
pound actually means in prac-
tice or, indeed, what
sovereignty means in practice
either.

On the one hand, the drive of
a strong pound has completed
the decimation of British man-
ufacturing industry, aided and
abetted by unnecessary reces-
sions. It has overpriced our ex-
ports and boosted our imports,
at just the time that consumer
spending rode a credit boom.

On the other, despite the fact
that the last Conservative gov-
ernment's line was that a single
currency would rob Britain of
its control over its own affairs,
the truth is that they signed
that control away years ago.
when a succession of treaties in
the 80s gave laws made by.the
European Union primacy over
conflicting ones made at home.

In other words, the opposi-
tion is largely emotional, sus-
tained by comfortable tradition
and the use of borderline-xeno-
phobic imagery in popular cul-
ture, the press, and by some
politicians.

[t's nio coincidence that those
most in favour of the Euro are
those with the most reason to be
hard-headed about money.
Employers and unions — in the
shape of Adair Turner, chair-
man of the Confederation of
British Industry, and Trades
Union Congress chief John

The Global Shift Towards Intimations
of Religious Awareness

Man the created, cannot forsake the invisible attachment to divinity or nature. From time
to time the wayward comes back to the fold, urged by the divinity embedded in human na-
ture and make-up. The cycles must follow the courses within a narrow band of human life.

as behaviour patterns are in-
volved, which affect motivation
lone person's ‘sustenance’ is
another's 'poison’) and no one
likes to have his principles of
life shaken up violently by
other groups who ‘believe' in
something else.

e'problems are not in the
branches or the leaves (effects),
but deep inside the roots of the
newly-evolving structures
(cause}. The solution is not
through confrentation or vio-
lence, but understanding (with
philosophical detachment). and
tolerance based on mutual
agreement, between different
groups of human beings of the
same sgciety within a nation,
and the international link of
comunon objectives, The differ-
€NCESs I opinions are not a new
invention or discovery. and
will continue 1o haunt civiliza.
tions, the way a man's shadow
follows him everywhere.

The locations of the trouble
Spots across the globe is not the
point at issue, as the geographi-
cal areas affected in all the con-
tinents are familiar to (he
newspaper readers. The new
trend towards religion will not
£0 away just by wishing or

by Alif Zabr

whipping. One and all have to
live with the problem or the
changes, with minimum of
disharmony, otherwise soci-
€lies cannot settle down to up-
dated patterns and trends.

The changing trends in the
society have to be faced and ac-
commodated with goodwill,
benevolence, generosity. com-
promiise and tolerance, because
basically it is a game among
human beings, and not amon
two or more different types o
iIncompatible creatures. The
sdme communities are in-
volved, not extra-terrestrials
from outer space. Man's inhu-
manity to man in a recurrent
complaint in history. Now we
are faced with new trends or cy-
cles. Cycles cannot be stemmed,
because it is a part of creation.

" ¥ * L L
NE of the basic causes of
such reactionary

movements is to balance the
existing excesses in some areas
of life or thinking,
Mathematically, the curve
swings aor is changing its course
and direction, going up or down,
regardless of the gradient. It is
the simple harmonic motion
(HRM) of life. Negative feedback

is a correction device in any
system, and the same principle
can be applied to human life
and philosophy, attitude, or
outlook.

There are generation
changes due to many factors.
Some of these are new tech-
nologies, discoveries and in-
ventions, and others are due to
natural changes or calamities
(the history of the lost conti-
nents). There is always a ten-
dency to seek balance towards
stability, to correct the excesses
or overdoses, whether through
education and knowledge; or
physical movements and cam-
paigns.

One example or area which
could be studied with interest is
the rise of materialism today
and its cumulative effects and
impacts in life and living, and
the resulting reactions in indi-
viduals, societies, and nations.
Hedonism and consumerism
have gripped the imagination,
thrusting conscience out of fo-
cus. The established values of
life cannol be devalued without
paying the price.

Discarding has become a lost
art. How the poor live is un-
known to generations in the af-

address.

Kosovo: How many
more final
warnings?

Sir, There has been a mas-
sacre — one of a long series — in
Racak, Kosovo. It is the latest in
a series of crimes against hu-
manity; yet another violation
of UN resolution, international
agreements, an act of ethnic
cleansing — call it by whatever
name you like. A flagrant af-
front to civilisation.

And what is the response by
the International Community?
NATO generals rush to Belgrade
to meet with President Milose-
vic and deliver yet another "fi-
nal” warning; judges attempt to

visit the site of crime but are
turned away; OSCE observers
are chased out of their job and
held "safe" (hostages) in Bel-
grade; allied troops in Macedo-
nia staging exercise {o extricate
the ahducted observers but not
to prutect the refugees from
danger.

ow many more final warn-
ings by fuming Generals before
these warnings become a farce?
The drama and the spectacle by
now are all too familiar. 1 just
heard one BBC commentator
assure us that NATO air strike,
if any, is a long way off: indeed
"long way off" till Milosevic
completes his mission.

What a spectacle! A Bosnia —
if not worse — is being re-en-
acted in Kosovo. We heard pious
resolve by OSCE, NATO and
USA that a repeat of Bosnia
shall not be allowed, not again
in a civilised Europe. But now

‘Whﬂrf: is the so-called firm will

of the "international commu-
nity" that mercilessly bombed
Irag for refusing the UNSCOM
"untettered" rights? Where is
the moralist resolve of the Us
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addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
IPseudonyms are accepted. However, all cﬂmmunim-!
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

to change the regime in Belgrade
to one that the people ol
Yugoslavia deserve? Shall we
infer that the skies over Yu-
goslkavia are riskier or shall we
conclude that the political will
to irmplement the now familiar

. "activation order” is inconve-

nient nr absent?

If the massacre of Kosovo
goes unpunished, it is an open
invitation to Belgrade to com-
mit genocide with Impunity.
The US and NATO credibility is
on the line.

Dr M Zakir Husain '
4/4/1-b, Block-A, Lalmatia
Dhaka

Bakshish culture

Sir, A news item in a Bengali
daily on 15 January has drawn
my aitention. The President of
Tanners Association has issued
a formal latter to members of
the Association to donate
money to the fund for pa ing
Eid bakshish to the staff o
Hazaribagh Police Outpost —
now Hazaribagh thana.

It is one thing for a newspa-
per delivery boy or parking lot
attendant to ask for Eid bak-
shish, but it is a serfous matter
to collect fund by public an-
nouncement for paying Eid
bakshish 1o police personnel of
a thana.

According to law, the person
offering bribe in whatever na-
ture to public servants, and the
latter asking for it and accept-
ing it are punishable. Now the
question arises whether the au-
thority in police department
superior to Hazaribagh thana
has taken notice of the above
mentioned news. We are inter-
ested to know whether any de-
partmental action has been
initiated against the staff in-
volved and whether legal action

has been taken against the per-
son collecting money for paying
illegal gratification to pu["?lic
Servants,

If the higher authorities in
Police Department have failed
to do so, they are also liable to
be taken to task. Police De-

partment should issue a press
note stating the facts and action

taken.
And in the meantime let us
as humble law abiding citizen,

keep our fingers crossed for
better days.

A Concerned Citizen
Diakra

Twenty-first
century

commences from
2001, not 2000

Sir, News reports, seminar-
talks ete., indicate a prevaili
view that the Twenty-first Cen-
tury commences from January
2000. 1 think, this view is
wrong. We count from 1 (one)
and not O (zero) to come to the
figure 100, but if we count from
0 (zero), it will make 101. A cen-
tury means 100 years. Twenti-
eth century commenced from
the year 1901. Twenty-first cen-
tury, likewise, will commence
from 2001, (not 2000).

M Nazmul Haque
Dhaka

Hartal — to be or
not to be

Sir, To observe or not to ob-
serve "Hartal" is merely a ques-
tion of who is at the helm of af-
fairs and who is aspiring to be.
At least this is the pattern and
mentality of organisers on both
sides — as we have seen so far.
The striking features of anti-
hartal group is to bring out as
large a group as possible, lead
by so-called prominent patri-
otic people whom we often see
processioning through the
streets in a threatening gesture,
armed-locked, occupying the
entire street.

Their strength is further
displayed by motor cycle-riding
youth. long procession of buses,
trucks etc. Burning torches are
carried as well to illuminate
their intentions during activi-
ties of such nature. | wonder but
dare not ask, if this is the voice
of anti-hartal sentiment. If any
group does not go with the idea
of hartal, they should be at
their workplace rather then
bringing out yet another pro-
cession. And regarding the
wastage of costly imported fuel
by those parading vehicles it is
nothing but poor presentation
of one's illiterate soul.

I may be wrong in thinking
that this entire episode is a
nascent stage of democratic en-
deavour at the first place. But
this is pure muscle-flexing in
our country. The parties con-
cerned should not underesti-
mate the vision and wisdom of
large section of the citizens who
are no more ignorarnt.

Tanzia Choudhury
Comilla

We are shocked

Sir, We are shocked at the
Thai decision to withdraw its
membership from the Interna-
tional Jute Organisation (IJO), a
15-year-old UN body of which
Thailand is a founder-member.

The IJO since its inception
in 1984 has been providing an
effective framework for cooper-
ation and consultation between
the jute growing, exporting and
importing countries. Jute has
been accepted as an environ-
ment-friend by fibre and its use

“all over the world is increasing

by replacing the use of synthetic
fibres.

We would fervently call upon
the Thai povernment to recon-
sider its decision and continue
to function as an active member
of IJO. At the same time, India
too should rejoin in 1JO being
also a major jute-producing
country.

M Zahidul Haque
BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207

fluent countries. Today the
communication gaps have been
reducing fast, and the aware-
ness levels (of exploitation, for
example] have gone up. Living
in isolated grandeur is no
longer possible (nor desirable).
Therefore the mode or style of
the reactions have also
changed. Why we behave the
way we do (at any peint in
time)?

Secularism is more preached
than practised; and it is prac-
tised cosmetically, with diplo-
matic tact, and the side-tracks
are will covered up with the gift
of the gab and subtle propa-
ganda techniques of diversion
and petting the ball in the oth-
ers’ court (the ethnic genocide in
Bosnia and Kosovo, with the se-
cret objective of denying any
independent Muslim siate in
Europe — a deep genetic reaction
to several centuries of Otloman
rule). Hidden racialism is an-
other example.

Another side effect is due to
the bursting of isolated and

Monks — speak with one voice
when they back the Euro, and
the pound's entry to it, at the
earliest opportunity, to the hilt.
And the City, of London, the [ji-
nancial powerhouse of Britain,
loves it.

That isn't to say that opposi-
tion is not strong, not deep-
rooted, It is, party because suc-
cessive governments have spent
30 years trying to avoid ex-
plaining European politics to
voters, lpreferrlng to talk in
terms ol "concessions” wrung
from "them" in Brussels for "us”
at home. Acknowledgment of
EU membership has been grudg-
ing at best and violently con-
frontational at the usual worst,
And even were Prime Minister
Tony Blair and his government
to start supporting the Euro,
Britain won't join the currency
before the next election in 2001
or 2002.

But over the three years until
Europe gives up its currencies,
denominations of the Euro as
they now officially are, in
favour of common notes and
coins, British people, wander-
ing the length and breadth of
the continent on business or

vacation, will have a long time
to get accustomed to the dead —
as do those using it every day in
the 11 countries involved. If it
worlds — which seems likely —
acceptance may come gradually,
invisibly. The Euro will seep
into our lives and, twent years
from now, we may wundir why
it seemed such a strange idea in
the first place.

After all, twenty years ago,
the thotight of the British eating
“continental” food in preference
to their own, drinking wine
from the world over instead of
beer. and habitually holidayin
anywhere with a patch of san
and a hot sun, would have
seemed ridiculous. Times
change. And we change with
th?m. whether we intend to or
not.

The author is the editor of

tive support is ruled out. Cau- ARERIEISE H ST IS A1 M APt W Gemini News Service.

non-lingering bubbles in econ-
omy (stock exchange. predatory
investment funding raids, freak
export booms); and cycles of
prosperity or adversily (the
Asian financial collapse].

Economic exploitation be-
comes an addiction in the long
run; and rebellion sets in the
victimized camps (world fiscal
and economic policies now un-
der review hy -the UN bodies
such as UB, IMF, IDB, IFC). Con-
flicts arise when new genera-
tions of beneficiaries provide
competition.

There is concern at the
sneaking back of colonialism
in South Asian countries, in-
cluding Bangladesh. In India,
politics with religion is openly
practised, in spite of constitu-
tional secularism. In Islam,
there is lack of basic and uni-
versal unity. The affluent
Christians are worried. The
haunting malaise of the Jews
never fade away even after cen-
turies. The ugly facts of life
cannot be contradicted.

The new century is a
harbinger of changes. We all
have to be mentally prepared to
face the new challenges, some at
the suiface, and some deep in-
side. Some believe change is de-
velopment. Others are worried,
subjectively, or objectively.
Money cannot buy peace and
happiness. [t is a slave., and
should not be treated as a mas-
ter. In this tight world. there is
no place for Mammon.

The Political Phases

by Abul M Ahmad

The political cyeles in
Bangladesh are following a
pattern of 4; 16 (9, 7); 4; 4; years.
The post-Eid '99 conflagration
in politics may be different
from that of the period 1994-95
(180 hartals), in that it may last
for a much shorter period. due
to the erience gained and the
lessons learnt by the parties,
players and the citizens (who
are also voters).

Besides the energy available
for momentum has decreased,
the mass remaining more or
less the same. Also, the effect
and the damaging power of
lakhs of unlicensed arms in the
wrong hands should not be ig-
nored. It is a reality we all have
to face, as the clandestine
smuggling of arms into the
country is increasing, as re-
ported in the press — for myste-
rious reasons.

The people are suffering
from political fatigue; therefore
many linFeriﬂg issues would
have to solved or disposed off by
the time the new picture
emerges. For example, the har-
tal of violence and intimida-
tion, the Bangladeshi or Ben-
Falee issue, the stand on secu-
arism (why Islamic socialism
is not enough if practised cor-
rectly); how far to go 'Islamic’
and where to draw the line. The
CHT issue, institutionalised
corruption, toll collection and
rent seeking, indiscipline of the
labour and service groups, cam-
pus politics are also pending is-
sues (the SOEs may also be in-
cluded].

Sexual harassment has be-
come a new isSue. Basic ideolo-
gies are still at divergence after
more than quarter of a century.
We are fighting at the core level,
and also at the fringes
(marginal issues). Dissection or
integration?

nder the circumstances the

nation and the society will be -

forced to choose its options, as
fissiparous dissipations can
neither be tolerated nor af-
forded any longer. The non-is-
sues have to starved out (first
these have to be defined and
agreed upon). The nation can no
longer afford to live with long

pending lists. Ambitions and
enthusiasm have to be curbed,
to focus on the correct national
goals.

We have fo get out of the vi-
cious circle. Simple issues have
been complicated, and complex
issues have to be simplified. We
can no longer carry extra bur-
dens, as two generations have
been exposed to this overload.
Sense and sensibﬂiiiu have to
prevail over pride and prejudice
Jane Austen was a woman).

We have to recharge our-
selves with tolerance and con-
sideration. The wuniversal
brotherhood is a concept which
has to come out of cold print
and enter into warm relation-
ships. People cannot create
problems once the politicians
give the right lead. Leaders, ex-
perts, and professionals have to
speak from a common plat-

form. But we seem to have as

many platforms as there are
rivers, Politics in a deltaic re-
gion create a lot of silt; and the
river training and dred(%ing do
not seem to work. Besides, the
depth is shallow. We have to
learn from nature, or imitate
her.

The nation is passing
through a crisis, and has
reached a critical juncture. Let
us hope it is not the point of no-
return. Let us not make an
Africa of Bangladesh, speaking
of unstability.

Now communal thinking is
raising its u%_ll},r head in Pak-
istan (Karachi, Shia-Sunni,
India (cricket tour} and
Bangladesh (the attack on 1Pue1:
Shamshur Rahman). his
should not become a new pat-
tern — although history has the
nasty habit of repeating itself at
odd moments,

The long-term effects of lo-
cal dis utgsg have to be analysed
carefully, in national interest.
We sermonise well, but do not
follow our own advice. The in-
ternal cementing force is weak,
discouraging consensus on
common issues. Divided we
stand. united we fall. Time and
tide wait for none, but perhaps
ot in sonar Bangla.
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