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book fair

By DU Correspondent

A large number of people
crowded the Bangla Academy
premises on the first day of the
Amar Ekushey Boi Mela (book
fair) yesterday.

Hundreds of book enthusi-

asts, mostly youths. flocked to
the Academy premises to have a

first-hand feel of the month- °

long fair. going to alinost all the
stalls and asking about the new
books. Some of them even re-
turned home with new books.

The main attraction of this
year's fair is the big digital
screen set up in front of the In-
formation Centre to keep the
visitors informed about differ-
ent evenis, People galhered in
front of the big screen to watch
displays on it.

“It's very interesting to see
such new things at the book
fair.,” a visitor said. One can
also know about the location of
a bookstall on the screen,

This year, the stalls have
been restricted to the Bangla
Academy premises. The au-
thorities have taken up some
special measures to hold the
fair with due solemnity.

Some unruly elements in the
FasL taking advantage of the
iberal attitude of the authori-
ties, had tried to undermine the
spirit of the book fair which is
associated with Language
Movement of 1952. |

The daily programine of the
fair will begin teday with a
painting competition for chil-
dren at 9 in the morning. A mu-
sical programme will also be
held in the evening today.

Khulna AL’s
bid to resolve
Intra-party

rivalry

From Staff Correspondent

KRHULNA, Feb 5: Unprece-
dented security measures were
taken to avert any clash be-
tween (wo rival groups of
Awami League during the ex-
tended meeting of the district
and city committees held today
at the party office.

The meeting was attended.
among others, by the statle
minister for Disaster Manage-

mernt Talukdar Abdul
Khaleque, Whip Mostafa
Rashidi Shuja and Sheikh

Helaluddin, MP, to discuss sev-
eral issues, including murders
of the party leaders and ac-
tivisis in the city due to intra-
party rivalry during last one
year.

Two platoons of riot police
were deployed around city
Awami League office where

See Page 12 Col 2
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Experts' team due in city today

A l4-member US energy
delegation that is due here
today is likely to hammer on a
number of vital issues
including assistance for the
country’s gas development
strategies and promotion of
South Asian regional energy
integration, sources said.

Led by Acting Assistant
Secretary for Policy and
International Affairs of the
Department of Energy. Calvin
Humphrey, the delegation. will

! Iry to identify "weak areas” in

Bangladesh's energy sector and
solve those through co-
operation,

“The team is likely to help
promote technical assistance to
build ‘energy information
systems’ and develop an
efficient domestic natural gas
market. electric power seclor
and hydrocarbon resources
with better management.” said
an oflicial source.

The delegation will also

| pursue renewable energy and

By Sharier Khan

rural electrification. Besides,
the team will share the
experiences of its ‘Clean Cities
Programme' in introducing
alternative fuels such as CNG
and LPG to reduce pollution in
heavily populated areas.

The delegation also includes
Foreign Affairs Officer and DOE
(Department Of Energy) Desk
Olficer for Bangladesh Tom
Cutler, USAID Deputy Director
Gordon Weynand. and a large
number of officials and
representatives of departments
dealing with electricity, fossil
fuel, environment, minerals,
marine minerals renewable
energy, and energy markets and
contingency information.

This visit is a follow-up of
the wvisit by US Energy
Secretary Bill Richardson late
last year, Sources said, one of
the purposes of this delegation
will be to prepare details of US-
Bangladesh energy seclor co-
operation, in anticipation of
Prime Minister Sheikh

US may help work out
gas dev strategies

Hasina's visit to the US in early
April next.

Sources said, the DOE has
identified some key areas of
technical assistance and
capacity building. These are:

a. Attracting foreign in-
vestment through legal, policy
and regulatory reform: The
DOE, USAID and USBBC will
jointly organise a series of
roundtables in Dhaka on legal,
policy and regulatory reforms
that would enhance the invest-
ment climate in the energy sec-
tor and attract [oreign capital,
based upon the experiences in
the US and elsewhere. The focus
will be on developing an effi-
cient domestic natural gas
market and electric power sec-
tor. This will be augmented by
DOE's efforts to facilitate
Bangladesh's attendance in rel-
evant APEC forums as a guest,
including the APEC Energy
Working Group, Clean Fossil
Fuels EG, and Natural Gas

See Page 12 Col 4

Three-week long Ekushey Book Fair opens

Anti-liberation forces raising
head again, warns Hasina

As her opponents went on a
fresh spell of agitation, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina yes-
terday said the Opposition par-
ties have no right to inflict mis-
ery on the people by launching
movement without a vause, re-
ports LINB.

Inaugurating the three-week
long Ekushey Boi Mela (Book
Fair] in the Bangla Academy
premises, she said the Opposi-
tiori could build up movement
0on socio-economic issues, in-
stead of creating sufferings of
the people,

Hasina smelt a rat in their
present state ol anti-govern-
ment agitation and warned that
nobody would Be able to survive
doing "conspiracy” against the
people who are the real source
of power.

The prime minister gues-
tioned the justilication of the

------------

current course of Opposition
movement, which Eﬁe said
stands against public interests.

An allied Opposition, led by
BNP chairperson Khaleda Zia,
announced on Thursday a fresh
course of movement, including
hartal for February 9-10, in
their bid to thwart the upcom-
ing municipal elections.

People have become con-
scious about their rights, Now
the political parties have to give
them due honour and attention
il they want to govern. "Gone
are the days of seizing power
through coup, conspiracy and
killing,”

Sheikh Hasina scoffed at the
comments of Qpndsition leader
on her Calcutta trip. None has
the right to comment on the re-
ligious beliefs and practices of a
person, she said.

“Islam does

not prohibit

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, flanked by poet Shamsur Rahman (right)

ursuing knowledge, practice of
anguage and culture, rather
encourages these things, and
has given the right to practice
one's own religion."

Hasina alleged a vicious cir-
cle of communal. reactionary
and anti-liberation forces al-
ways raised a hue and ery to
block the progress of the na-
tionn. "They vociferated on such
Issues in 1954, 1970 and now
d4gain were echoing that clam-
OUrs.

In an obliqgue reference to
the comment by the Leader of
the f}rlapusitinn that Bangladesh
would be made into a vassal
state, she asserted "none will
dare 1o do so." -

Rather those who bowed
down 1o the superpowers would
do such "evil propaganda’, she
said, calling upon the people to

See Pave 12 Col 4

Professor Kabir Chowdhury (left), flips through a book at a stall after opening the Ekushey

Boi Mela at the Bangla Academy premises in the city yesterday.
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King Hussein

4 JCD protesters
hurt in clash

with police
By DU Correspondent

At least six persons, includ-
ing a police man, were injured
as the activists of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD]) clashed with
police near the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) yes-
Lerdaty morning.

Of the injured, five were
identified as JCD's vice presi-
dent Monjur Elahi, Dhaka
South unit president of JCD Sa-
gir Ahmed Sagir, two activists
— Sujan and Jamal — and rick-
shawpuller Abdur Rasheed.

The injured JCD leaders and
workers were admitted to a city
clinic while the rickshawpuller
was admitted to DMCH.

Witnesses said JCD brought
out a procession from the city's
Lalbagh area and was proceed-
ing toward Bapgla Academy to
protese Prime Minister Sheikh
[fasina's arrival on the
academy premises,

The trouble erupted when po-

See Page 12 Col 3
Kidnapped
housewife

yet to be

rescued
By Staff Correspondent

Police are yet to rescue a
housewile, kidnapped by a gang
of abductors from the ecity's
Phanmnrldi area on Saturday
ast,

The husband of the victim
iled a case with Dhanmondi
thana soon after the incident
suspecting involvernent of one
Mahdir Mahmud Chanchal, an
employvee of a private bank in
city s Chawk-Maulvibazar area.

According 1o police and the
husband of the victim, the inci-
dent took place when she was
returning to her Sukrabad resi-
dence in the evening with her
leenage maid in a rickshaw.
She was the mother of one
child, |

The gang on board two auto-
rickshaws waylaid the rick-
shaw on Dhanmondi Road No 2,
dragged her inside one of the
vehicles wielding knives and
drove off. Later. the maid in-
fornied her husband of the inci-
dent.

None wuas arrested in con-
See Page 12 Col 7
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comes home to die

AMMAN, Feb 5: Jordan's
King Hussein flew home from
the United States today and was
rushed into intensive care. as
officials said there was no hope
for his recovery from cancer
gnd that he had come home to

ie. ’

“The King is in agony. He is
being kept alive by artificial
means. There is no more hope,”

AMMAN, Feb 5: Members of
King Hussein's family were
meeting today to decide when
he should be taken off a life
support machine keeping him
alive in hospital here, a
government source said. "It's
more likely to be today than
tomorrow," he told Reuters.

a top Jordanian official told
AFP shortly after the king
landed in Amman at 9:50 am
(0750 GMT) from the United
Stlates where he had been
treated for cancer.

The 683-year-old monarch,
accompanied on the long flight
by his wife Queen Noor and
some of his children, was met
by a low-key reception includ-
ing his eldest son Crown Prince
Abdallah and other members of
the royal family, an official
said.

Journalists and photogra-

P he was carried b
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phers were not admitted to the
airport but witnessed the royal
jet descending into Amman's
international airport as it ar-
rived from Ireland where it
stopped for r&fu&]jn%

Police were deployed along
the 40-kilometre road from
Amman to the airport, but traf-
fic was running as usual.

The king was driven to the

Factfile on page 11

royal wing of the state-of-the-
art Al-Hussein Medical Centre
west of Amman, accompanied
hjy a team of doctors who were
closely monitoring his health
after a nearly seven-month
fight against non-hodgkin's
lymphoma,

A group of soldiers sur-
rounded the ambulance to
salute the 63-year-old monarch
and stop people approaching as
stretcher to
intensive care and put on a res-
pirator,

The royal entourage arrived
there by road from the airport.

Jordanian newspapers her-
alded the return uip 11[':;!: Middle
East's longest serving ruler with
banner headlines proclaiming
'Our master is home” and "Hus-

sein heads home to continue
See Page 12 Col 6

48-hr hartal: AL

won't go

for confrontation

By Nazmul Ashraf and Rezaul Karim

The ruling Awami League is
‘doing everything” to let the
February 23-25 municipal elec-
tions take place while the main
opposition BNP and its allies
are going ahead with their
plans to resist the polls “at any

cost”, according to sources in

the two sides.

A determined Opposition
has already announced a coun-
trywide 48-hour hartal on
9-10, rejecting an ap-
peal by the US ambassador. The
request was made as scheduled
visits of two US delegations
would coincide with the general
strike.

The agitating Opposition has

" also regretted a dialogue offered

by Chief Election Commis-
sioner, Mohammad Abu Hena,
whose resignation is their main

demand. and also refused to sit
with the ruling party for a nego-
tiation to end the political cri-
sis.

They are also firm to enforce
a planned 96-hour strike, coin-
ciding with the election dates,
lo press demands including a
revamped Election Commission
with a new chief and a fresh
schedule for the polls.

As warned by BNP Chairper-
son Khaleda Zia, the Opposition
may prolong the February 9-10
shutdown if the government re-
peals ils "repression” on Oppo-
sition activists during the pro-
gramime.

A member of the Opposi-
tion's Liaison Committee told
The Daily Star that they may
go for a Gnﬂ-lpﬂil'll derffand --
resignation ol the government

-- but it all depends on the out-
come of the “farcical” election.
But unlike on previous occa-
sions, the ruling party has de-
cided not to confront the pro-
hartal activists this time.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
also the AL president, has in-
structed her party colleagues to
“ignore” the coming hartal, a
source close to her said.
Speaking on Hasina's direc-
tive, a top AL leader viewed that
‘non-interference” in the 48-
hour strike would “frustrate”
the Opposition plan to intensify
their street agitation against
the municipal polls.
"It the opposition workers go
lor uniprovoked action, they're
bound to lose ground for a re-
sist-election campaign,” he said
See Page 12 Col 1

Pirated textbooks flood

By Gobinda Bar

As the education departiment
[ailed to distribute textbooks to
primary schools in time, some
publishers are illegally pub-
lishing the books amd selling
those across the country.

During a visit to Bangla-
bazar and Nilkhel book mar-
kets yesterday, this correspon-
dent saw open sale of such ille-
gally published textbooks.
Books with the seal, "For Free
Distribution”, were also selling.

The textbooks were found
prinited in different qualities of
papers, showing that those were
illegally printed by some pub-
lishing houses. The haoks pub-
lished by the National Curricu-
lum and Textbook Board

INCTDB) for free distribution are
printed on white paper. It also
prints primary text books on
newsprint for selling through
listed agents across the country
at nominal prices. But the
books available in the markets
are of different gualities as re-
gards paper and printing.
"Some publishing houses are
making -quick profit by ille-
gally printing primary school
text books,” Mohammad Abu
Taher Secretary General of
Bangladesh Publishers’ and
Booksellers' Association
[BPBA} teld The Daily Star
when contacted. The books are
printed at several places jin the
city and at Chowmuhani and

Bogra, he said . He suggested
that the books be printed in
special paper to check this.

At the Banglabazar book
market, booksellers charge
prices at random. One set of
white print books of class one is
available at Tk 25, class two at
Tk 25, class three at Tk 50, class
four at Tk 60 and class five at
Tk 70.

One set of books printed in
newsprint for class one sells at
Tk 20, class two at Tk 18, class
Lthree at Tk 55, class four at Tk
60 and for class five at Tk 70.

Some book sellers at
Banglabazar told this corre-
spondent that they gol books
published by the NCTB from

market

teachers of some schools. The
teachers show the authorities
inflated number of students on
roll for drawing more books
thhan needed. The sellers said
they profit Tk10 to 15 from one
set ol books.

"Books published illegally
are available from some
‘selected dealers’ who supply us
those.” one book seller said
seeking anonymity.

Some buyers at the Nilkhet
market said they have to buy
textbooks [rom the market as
their wards did not get those
Irom their schools although
classes began one month ago.

When contacted, officials of

See Page 12 Col 1

The government's much-
awailed health sector reform
programme was formally
launched in four unions of Ab-
hoynagar thana in Jessore dis-
trict Thursday evening.

Known as Essential Services
Package [ESP)] delivery and
community eclinies’, it is a
component of the 2.9 hillion
dollar five-year reform plan of

the health ministry titled
Health and Population Sector
Programme (HPSP). Although
approved by ECNEC in August
1997, it officially came into
being in July last year.

"The changed structure is
almed al ensuring more effi-

ciency in the healthcare system.

It is a milestone towards
improving the healthcare sce-

nario in the country," a high of-
ficial of the health ministry
told The Daily Star.

"The idea is to reunify the
present outreach union and
thana level health and family
planning structures under a
single command. It was adopted
as per recommendation of a
High Level Committee on Or-
ganisation and Management

(HLCOM]J, " he said.

ESP delivery through com-
munity clinics for every 6,000
people aims at ensuring quality
service focusing on the needs of
the clients. It would particu-
larly address the needs of the
mother, children and the poor
through community participa-
tion, the official said.

Communication strategies

BSC running with
only 15 vessels

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Feb 5: The
fleet capacity of Bangladesh
Shipping Corporation (BSC)
has shrinked drastically. pos-
ing a threat to its survival in
the global competition, olficial
sources said.

B5SC Is now running with a
fleet of only 15 vessels with a
total capacity of 2.26,224 DWT,
down from 25 vessels with
3.81.550 DWT in '79-'80.

The cargo carrying capacity
of the BSC fleet is poised to {all
lurther as three more vessels,
identified as "worn-out". are
now under the process to be dis-
posed of, the sources said.

These three vessels are
Banglar Shova, Banglar Urmi
and Banglar Asha.

BSC procured 38 vessels
since its inception 27 years ago.
But it was "forced"” to dispose of
23 vessels so far as those were
found not commercially viable.
But there was no replacement
due to fund shortage, the
sources said.

Consequently, participation
of BSC vessels in carrying cargo

Jhenidah BNP, JP
expel 14 leaders

| for participating

in poura polls

JHENIDAH, Feb 5: District
units of opposition BNP and
Jatiya Party have expelled 14
local leaders for their partici-
pation in the forthcoming
pourashava elections, reports
UNB.

The parties along with their
allies called for boycotting the
municipal polls saying that no
election under the present gov-
ernment would be fair. They
also demanded resignation of
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner,

BNP district unit at a meet-
ing at its office here today de-
cided to expel President of its

See Page 12 Col 3

in anternational routes is get-
Hing poorer day by day with old
vessels, forcing the organisa-
tion to lose business.

Its ships carry only eight per
cent of Bangladesh's export-im-
port cargo now. although it is
allowed to carry 40 per cent of
the cargo under the Flag Protec-
tion Ordinance, the sources
said.

When contacted, Managing
Director of BSC Zulfikar Haider
Chowdhury said "We are trying
0 procure some vessels to cope

See Page 12 Coi 1

Municipal polls
Fresh list of
‘criminals’ being
prepared

The police headquarters di-
rected all concerned to prepare
a list of the criminals before the
forthcoming municipal elec-
tions, reports UNB,

Police have already ;[Jreparﬂd
a list of thousands of 'crimi-
nals’ across the country, but a
fresh list is being prepared spe-
cially ahead of election, official
sources said.

"The list will contain names
of notorious criminals as well
as political activists who may
create violence during the up-

See Page 12 Col 2

Health sector reform programme takes off

By Naimul Haq from Jessore

will be adopted to change con-
sumer-provider behaviours so
that service intake and quality
increases. The existing door-to-
door service by the health and
family planning workers and
paramedics would be replaced
by the new concept. Research
will play a vital role in the
planning and implementation

See Page 12 Col 4

Urgent

for

all VAT related works.

Dhaka (South)
Dhaka (North)

Rajshahi

DFP-1734-31/1
G-203

Notice
Regarding VAT

Sub: Time limit extension up to 28.02.99
changing to
Registration number from old 8-digit

Registration number.

It is notified for information of esteemed VAT
paying individuals & firms that, the time limit
for changing VAT Registration number for 8-
digit to 10-digit has been extended up to
28.02.99. All registered individuals & firms are
requested to immediately collect their new
registration certificate from respective VAT
Divisional Offices by 28.02.99.

02. After 28.02.99, old 8-digit registration
certificate will lose its utility at VAT Offices,
Custom House, bank or any VAT applicable
place. If the old registration certificate is not
changed, it will hinder your/firm's business or

03. For any further detailed information in this
regard, your nearest VAT office or the following

telephone numbers may be contacted:

Phone; 9351696  Khulna Phone: 760525
Phone: 893339

Phone; 761421
National Board of Revenue

new 10-digit

Chittagong Phone: 725548
Jessore Phone: 4020




