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BNP, Jamaat boycott |

meet with EC

As a last-ditch effort failed
to bring the boycotting Opposi-
tion to a ne%ntiatjnn yesterday,
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner said he would request the
government to take initiative to
create a congenial election en-
vironment, reports UNB.

Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) and Jamaat-e-Is-
lami boycotted the scheduled
meelings with the Election
Commission yesterday, '

Hena convened separate
meetings with the political par-
ties — who already have rejected
the municipal election schedule
— in a bid to create a peaceful
atmosphere duﬁnﬁ the upcom-
ing local-body polils.

Talking to newsmen at his
office in the afternoon over the
latest situation with the munic-
ipal election, the CEC, in an
oblique reference to the Opposi-
tion parties, said he believed
“that any problem could be
solved through discussion.

Referring to BNP and Ja-
maat stand regarding the
scheduled meetings between the
EC and the parties separately.
Hena said: "l would have been
very happy if they had joined
the meetings.”

"However, 1 believe, still
there is scope for discussions
with them."

Abu Hena said he organised
the meetings with an open mind
and hured that they (Opposition

parties} would join the meeting
with open mind too,
Electlion Commission

sources said that the CEC and
the Election Commissioners
waited the whole day in hopes
that the Opposition parties
would turn up in a change of
mind.

In the muming, they told
UNB, Additional Secretary of
the EC Aziz Ahmed Chowdhury
had reminded BNP secretary

eneral Abdul Mannan
huivan over phone of the set
parleys between BNP leaders

Vehicle fitness
drive launched

Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain yesterday
launched a programme for dis-
plaving tax, [itness and route
fpermit labels on windscreens of
motor vehicles, reports UNB.

He stuck fitness stickers on
the windscreens of some vehi-
cles at Bangladesh Road Trans-
port Authority (BRTA] office at
Mirpur.

The minister also visited the
Asian Development Bank
|ADB)-assisted Vehicle Inspec-
tion Centre project at the BRTA

remises and expressed satis-
action over the progress of
construction work,

Construction of five such
centres in the country is near-
ing completion at a total cost of
Tk 44.87 crore, said an official
handout. _
© After the ladnchifig df the
centres, litness inspection of
moter vehicles will be done
with computerised equipment.

BRTA clarification

In a letler yesterday, BRTA
Chairman A N Hussain has
clarified some questions raised
in an editorial published in The
Daily Star on Feb 3. The clarifi-
cation is as follows ; _

“The new system of display-
ing labels (sticker) on the wind-
shield of vehicles is applicable
lor the whole country and not
for the cagital only.

‘The authorised post offices
in all the district headquarters
and 18 post offices earmarked
in Dhaka City presently receiv-
ing tax and fees from vehicles
will also issue windshield tax
label.

"BRTA has office in 36 dis-
tricts. The BRTA functions of
the remaining districts are
Herformed through deputing of-

cers on fixed days from those
36 districts. The owners and
drivers of vehicles of these dis-
tricts who already know the
days when BRTA officers visit
these districts will be able to
collect fitness and route permit
labels from these offices.

“Vehicle owners presently
pay road user tax/fees. The Se-
curity Printing Press which
prints the labels using imported
papers and inks realises the
cost of production from the
Government. Therefore. the
Government decided to realise
Tk 40.00 Irom Lhe vehicle owr-
ers for each label to meet this
cost.,

‘The labels were designed by
the experts of Security Printin
Press with imported paper, in
and inbuilt security marks. It
has been assured by them that
forging of prototype labels lo-
cally will be difficult.

"One of the main objectives
of displaying windshield labels
Is to avoid unnecessary ha-
rassment. The concerned au-
thorities will make all efforts
to achieve this objective."

and the EC.
However, talking with the
senior EC official the BNP

leader refused to join the meet-
ing.

The Election Commission
also contacted the Jamaat lead-
ers re%arding the reconciliatory
meet, but also to no avail.

Meanwhile, staying off the
fray, the Dprﬂsition parties
from their rallies in the city
yesterday called a second spell
of nationwide hartal for Febru-
ary 9 to 10 in their bid to thwart
the election.

As per latest available data,
925 chairman candidates are
contesting election to the 140
municipalities while 5,990
commissioner and 1688 women
commissioner contestants vy-
ing for 1333 commissioner and
WOmern comrissioner seats re-
spectively,

There is only one chairman
hopeful was left in each of
Gopalpur, Ghatail, Naria,
Laxmipur and Basurhat munic-
ipalities.

But, they were not declared
elected as there are appeals
against cancellation of nomi-
Nations in those municipali-
ties.

A total of 24 nomination pa-
pers in the post of chairman
were cancelled by the returnin
officers while 135 withdrew
their candidature. A total of
682 candidates filed their nom-
ination papers for chairman-
ship in the 140 the municipali-
ties,

A total of 755 commissioner
candidates and 126 women
commissioner candidates
withdrew from the race, EC
sources said.

Presently, a total of 5990
candidates for the post of 1333
comimissioner and 1688 for
womern commissioner posts are
contesting the elections.

The non-party municipal
election will be held in phases
on February 23, 24 and 25.

BNP MP seeks
protection of
his dignity

BNP lawmaker Mohammad
Mashiur Rahman (Jhenidah)
yesterday urged the Deputy
Speaker to take immediate
steps to protect his dignity as a
Member of Parliament, reports
BSS,

Taking the Floor on point of
privilege, the BNP lawmaker
said that he was not involved in
any dacoity incident but police
has chargesheeted him in a da-
coity case,

Taking Floor on point of or-

der, Chief Whip Abul Hasanat
Abdullah said knowing fully

_ well that sub-judice matter is

not placeable on the Floor, the
opposition lawmaker has
raised an issue which should be
immediately expunged as Rule
270 of the Rules of Procedure
says Lhat "a member while
speaking shall not refer to any
malter which is sub-judice in a
court of law in any part of
Bangladesh.

Deputy Speaker Abdul
Hamiid said all sub-judice issue
would be automatically ex-
punged from the day's proceed-
ings.

Attempt on poet

Mahtab Uddin
remanded
again

By Statf Correspondent

Mahtab Uddin, who was
caught red-handed during an at-
tempt on the life of poet Sham-
sur Rahman on January 18, was
produced before the CMM's
Court yesterday after a three-
day remmand.

Investigation officer sought
fresh seven-day police remand
for the arrested, but the court
granted three-day police re-
mand.

Fazle Hasan and Mahtab
Uddin, both caught from near
the poet's residence clurinlgl the
attempt, were placed on three-
day remand on Sunday last,
Both were charged with possess-
ing illegal arms.

Police found a "pipe gun” in
their possession.

The other accused, Hasan
was sent 1o the Dhaka Central
Jail on Wednesday following
his confessional statement.

Erratum

Razi Nuruzzaman was one of
the participants in the Public
Dialogue on 'Political Protest:
Search for Alternatives,' organ-
ised by The Daily Star and Cen-
tre for Alternatives. But his
name was inadvertently
printed as Dr Golam Zaki in the
photo caption published yester-

day,
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Artistes presenting inaugural song on the openi

Public Library premises in the city yesterday
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Festival '99 at the EII]
— Star photo
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Work on Panasi' project
progressing fast

PABNA, Feb 4: Work on
Pabna-Natore-Sirajganj
‘Panasi' multipurpose project is
progressing fast involving over
Tk 100 crore, reports UNB.

The 'Panasi’, a massive de-
velopment project of BADC for
socio-economic development of
the rural people started from
January this year with an ini-
tial fund of Tk 40 lakh.

Ofticial sources said BADC

has undertaken the project to
boost agricultural production,
create employment opportuni-
ties, eradicate poverty for socio-
economic development and to
maintain the ecological balance
in 24 thanas of the three
districts.
__Under the project a total of
75 kilometres of canal will be
re-excavated for irrigation net-
work and water outlet. Some 20
cross dams and control struc-
tures will be constructed and
300 gonds will also be re-exca-
vated, !

During the current fiscal
year, three ponds will be exca-
vated and 30 infrastructures

| will be constructed for water

reservation and supply, official

sources said. '

At least 250 deep tube wells
will be installed and 500 irriga-
tion canals would be con-
structed to improve and expand
irrigation facilities,

A total of 4,500 farmers will
be trained up to implement the
project, the sources added.

esides, a total of 500 metric
tons of seeds will be procured
and supplied to the farmers to
encourage cultivation of differ-
ent crops.

Moreover, 100 kilometre of
feeder road will be constructed,
valuable timber and fruit bear-
ing trees will be planted in the
project areas. Some 24 demon-
stration farms will be set up to
acquaint the farmers with the
modern methods of cultivation.
The farmers will also be im-
parted training on fish culture
and poultry farming.

Talking to UNB the project
director Ranjan Kumar Mitra
expressed the hope that the
project would be a successful
one like Borendra project by
improving the lhrin% standard
of the rural people of 24 thanas
of the three northern districts.

For handicraft factories in rural areas

'‘Govt to extend all possible
assistance to entrepreneurs'

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofaill Ahmed yester-
day told the Jatiya Sangsad
that the government would ex-
tend all possible assistance to
the interested entrepreneurs for
sctling up handiceraft factories
in the rural areas, reports BSS.

The minister was replying to
a private members’ resolution
moved by Awami League mem-
ber Waziuddin Khan for setting
up one handicraft factory in
Bhangura thana under Pabna
district,

Ahmed said under the open
market economy, the govern-
ment can play a supporting role
for setting up industrial units
and promoting investment in
the country, particularly in the
rural areas.

He pointed cut that the
Awami League government un-

der the leadership of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina took
decision in the first cabinet
meeting 1o encourage invest-
ment and industrialisation in
the country on a priority basis.

Waziuddin Khan earlier
moving his resolution submit-
ted that the establishment of
handicraft units in the rural
areas could provide fruitful job
opportunities for the unem-
ployed peaple,

Moving amendments,
Shamsul Alam Pramanik
(BNP-Naogaon), Haji Moham-
mad Selim (AL-Dhaka), Mo-
hammad Shahidul Islam (BNP-
Jhenaidah), Shaheen Manwara
Hug (AL-Women seat) and Gazi
Mohammad Shahjahan (BNP-
Chittagong) demanded the sei-
ting up of similar handicraft
units in their respective con-

stituencies.

Khan, however, withdrew
his resolution following the re-
guem of the commerce and in-

Listries minister.

Earlier, a total of four pri-
vale members' resolutions were
introduced in the House on the
first private members' day of
the winter session.

Three other resclutions were
moved by Mohamimad Jalalud-
din Talukder (AL-Netrokona)
for setting up a branch of
Agrani Bank at Kamlakanda,
Zafrul Islam Chowdhury [BNP-
Chittagong) for setting up one
para-medical institution in

each district headquarters and
ABM Abul Quashem [(AL-Chit-
tagong) for constructing a
ringroad around Chittagong
city,

Minister for Fislieries and Livestock
augurated the Fem Com Film Festival on fisheries at the

Goethe Institut yesterday.

~ Star photo

Bldg of Willes
Little Flower

opens tomorrow
By Statf Correspondent

The newly constructed six-
storied building of the Willes
Little Flower School in Kakrail
will be opened al the school

remises tomorrow. Minister
or Local Government, Rural
Development and Cocperatives
Zillur Rahman will inaugurate
the building as chief guest at 10
am.

All the school students and
their parenis have been re-

guested to be present on the oc-
casion,

Danish minister
to visit CHT
Apr 15-18

Danish Minister for Devel-
cpment Cooperation Poul Niel-
son, MP will visit the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts from April
15 to 18. reports UNBE.

The planned visit of the
Danish Minister was disclosed
when Charge d'Affaires of
Denmark in Dhaka Finn
Thilsted met Chittagong Hill
Tracts Affairs Minister
Kalparanjan Chakma at his of-
fice in the city yesterday.

During the meeting, they
also discussed Danish support
to set up a development and
monitoring unit in the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts Affairs Min-
istry. said an official handout.

Occidental to begin
operation of
Jalalabad gas
field this month

Occidental is likely to begin
commercial operation of Jalal-
abad gas field at the end of this
month, olficials at Energy and
Mineral Resources Ministry
said, reports UNB, ]

They hoped that Prime Min-
ister Sheikﬁ Hasina would in-
augurate the commmissioning of
the su i)ply of the gas in national
grid through its north-south
pipeline.

Test of the plant and supply
to the national grid has already
been successfully completed
and more examinations will
lake place today and tomorrow.

Of the four wells of the
Jalalabad field, two are ready
for operation and have already
been connected with the plant.
The rest two wells will be con-
nected within four to five days.

Official sources said experi-
mental supply of 60 mmefd
from the plant to the national
grid will begin on February 7
anld it will continue for next
seven cansecutive days.

It the result of the experi-
ment is posilive, they said an-
other test of supplying 100 mm-
¢ld to the pipeline will take
place for next seven days.

An official at the ‘ministry
said (he commercial operation
will be inaugurated jipall the
lests and experiment give posi-
Live result and plant and
pipeline found stabilised.
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A seminar on "Conducting Fair Flection"
yesterday. From left are JSD leader Has
acting chairman of FEMA Abul Ahsan an

Kamruzzaman. Workers Party leader Rashed Khan Menon and CP
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d secretary general Firoz

Jointly organised by FEMA and MSS/SRG held at Russian Cultural Centre
anul Haq Inu, BNP leader Nazmul Huda, Awami League leader Abdul Jalil,
M Hasan, JP leader Fazle Rabbi and Jamaat leader
B leader Hena Das were also present. — Star photo

e o

S

et .. ;::&-:1:ﬁ-:-?5ti'a: e )

Fem Com film
festival held

By Staff Correspondent

The Fem Com Film Festival
on fisheries was held at the
Goethe Institut in the city yes-
terday.

Inaugurating the festival, A
S M Abdur Rob, Minister for
Fisheries and Livestock, said
that there should be educition
and motivation of the people to
improve the fisheries situation.
He felt that Fem Com had made
a brave endeavour towards this
goal, i
D K Chowdhury, Joint Secre-
tary. Ministry of Fisheries and
Livestock, said that fisheries
rémain a vital part of our econ-
omy with a production of lakhs
ol metric tons of fish every
year. The electronic media
should encourage our society Lo
comprehend the importance of
lisheries. he added.

Simon Bland, Chairman of
DFID also speaking on the ue-
casion said that the purpose of
his organisation. associated
with fisheries., was to remove
global poverty and there was
nieed to rajse the awareness of
the people in general.

~He pointed out that our fish-
eries were heing threatened by
over-fishing in the same areas.
He said that suitable steps
should be taken to improve tEe
situation of lisheries, and that
this could be done only by
working together,

On the occasion, a documen-
tary on fisheries was shown,
There was also a drama serial
comprising seven episodes enti-
tled “People of the Flood,"
which is a multimedia project
on community-based fisheries
managemert,

Saudi national
arrested from
Sheraton Hotel

By Staff Correspondent

A Saudi national was ar-
rested on charge of attempting
to steal valuables from Shera-
ton Hotel on Wednesday, police
said.

He was identified as Samir
Md Saeed Jahrane, son of late
Md Saeed of Muktabelliza of
Saudi Arabia.

Police quoting the FIR
lodged by the Sheraton Hotel
management said the accused
tried to steal valuables from the
hotel. Police, however, could
not say what kind of valuables
he tried to sieal.

When contacted Sheraton
hotel management declined to
say anything about the inci-
dent.

He was produced before the
CMM's Court yesterday and the
Court sent him to Dhaka Cen-
tral Jail. A case has been lodged
with Ramna thana in this cor-
nection.,

JS body on Ministry
of Defence
meet held

A meeting of the parliamen-
tary standing committee on the
Ministry of Defence was held
yeslerdal?; at the Sangsad Bha-
ban with its chairman Major
General [Retd) K M Ehaﬂuillah
in the chair, reports BSS.

The meeting discussed the
organisational structure man-
power, budget allocation, in-
strument, training programme
and future planning of
Bangladesh Air Force (BAF) and
its existing problems and mea-
sures of solution,

Short Film Festival
begins

The sixth International
Short Film Festival began in

the city yesterday, bringing to-
gether 213 films, movie celebri-

ties and film critics from across

the globe, reports BSS.

Poet Shamsur Rahman for-
mally inaugurated the nine-day
festival, the country's biggest
film extravaganza, organised
by the Bangladesh Short Film
Forum at the Public Library
Auditorinm.

Inaugurating the festival,
Shamsur Rahman said,
“Though short in length, the
short films as a medium of art
are not short in its content,
message and depiction.”

Fresided over by chairperson
of the festival committee
Hasanat Abdul Hye, the inaugu-
ral session was also addressed
by elderly journalist and film-
maker Obaidul Haque, execu-
tive president of the forum
Aminul Islam and secretary of
the festival committee Tareque
Shahriar.

Polish legendary filmmaker
Krzysztof Zanussi, and Indian
film personality Aparna Sen.
could not attend the inaugural
function due to delay in their
flight schedules.

Referring to the focal theme
of the festival — "free cinema,
free expression” — Shamsur
Rahman said. "as a slogan this
Is very significant, but when-
ever we want to express freely,
some quarters threaten to kill
Li5.

He said those evil forces
sometimes physically assault
the persons of the cultural
arena who often speak against
fanaticism, not against reli-

ionn. Those quarters were not
appy with the activities of
those people who work for hu-
manity, welfare and progress,
he added.

The poei, who seems to be
frustrated by the recent activi-
lies of the extremist groups,
sald, "Knowledge is now help-
less to terrorismy.” He urged all
to resist the activities of those
evil ferces and lead the nation
towards right directions.

Journalist Obaijdul Hague
expressed the hope that Dhaka

would be turned into a calpital of

the alternative movies follow-
ing the successful conclusion of
the festival.

6th Bangladesh

National Scout
Jamboree-99
begins today

The 6th Bangladesh Na-
tional Scout Jamboree-99 be-
gins today at Mouchak Na-
tional Scout Training Centre,
reports B5S.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will fermally inaugu-
rate the week-long jamboree on
Saturday morning,

Chiel National Commis-
sioner [CNC) of Bangladesh
Scouts Manzoor-ul Karim told a
press conference at National
Press Club yesterday that about
10,000 Bangladeshi scouts and
a good number of overseas
scouts including adult leaders
will participate in the jam-
boree.

The theme of the 6th na-
tional scout jamboree is "lively
scouting for a greener world,”
the CNC said.

Karim said the national
scout jamboree {s being held af-
ter four years for sharing expe-
riences and skills to make the
young generation self-reliant.

A total of 1026 scout teams
including 186 disabled scouts in
11 camps will participate in the
jamboree which will conclude
on February 11. Karim told the
reporters.

Besides, 180 scouts from In-
dia, 140 from Pakistan, 22 from
Bhutan, eight from Nepal and
eminent personalities in scout-
ing movement all over the
world will participate the jam-
boree, he added.

Death anniversary

The first death
anniversary of
Hamida Maohi-
uddin, wife of
late M Mohi-
uddin, Mem-
ber, Board of
Directors, Ba-
ngladesh Bank
and mother of
3 Rashida Mohi-
: A uddin, TV new-
scaster and Director Public
Relations. Dhaka Sheraton
Hotel will be observed today
after Asr prayers at her
residence, House No 5/1, Road
No 13, Kalyanpur, says a press
release,
Quran Khwani, feeding of
orphans and a milad mahfil
and special munajat will be
held at the Kalyanpur resi-
dence.

JS snippets

From page 1

Jati})]ra Party's Tajul Islam
Choudhury blamed the LGRD
minister “for frustrating him"
by nol acting on the promises
the minister had given Choud-
hury earlier.

Hamid tried to comfort the
JP MP before his question was
answered, “You know, so many
people make so many promises
dat so many places. But how
many of them act according to
their words?"

An apparently offended
minister then claimed. “But I
try to keep my promises, at
least those given on the floor of
the House."

"I didn't mean you, han-
ourable minister. I was speak-
ing of others ...." explained the
Chair. '

* x ok
Physician-turned-parlia-
mentarian of JP Rustam Al
Faraji asked the LGRD Minister
il he would take any steps to
deal with diarrhoea in his area,

Before the minister could
say anything, a smiling Deputy
Speaker quipped, “But you are
supposed to benefit from the
spread of diarrhoea, doctor
shaheb.”

* & &

The Chair invited the LGRD
minister to respond to the star-
marked questions by AL law-
maker Mostafizur Rahman
Fizu.

Despite the announcement

{ and his microphone put on, the

minister was seen oing
through papers on his desk. He
came back to his senses only
when AL whip Mizanur Rah-
man Manu

thing to him. It's not that Manu
alerted him but the microphone
caught Manu's whispers.

Embarrassed, the minister
jumped on his feet saying, “Oh |
see, the microphone is on."

But an unmindful minister
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Death anniversary

By Staff Correspondent

The 5th death anniversary
of eminent shipping personal-
ity and former journalist
Hasan Imam Chowdhury will
be observed today.,

A milad mahfil will be held
at his residence at House No
730, Road No 26, CDA residen-
tial area Chittagong after Asr
prayers on the same day.

Chowdhury began his jour-
nalist career in now defunct
"The Evening Chronicle" in the
early 50's in Chittagong.

Obituary

Syed Fayaz Alam, son of the
late Syed Sahabe Alam, of the
Dhaka Nawab family, died in
the city yesterday. He was 73,
Says a press release.

Qul Khwani will take place
February 6 also Asr at 4:30 pm
al the residence of Col (Retd)
Serajul Islam, House No-428.
Road No-30, New DOHS, Mo-
hakhali,

Exhibition of Juki
Apparel Machinery
begins in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Feb 4: A four-
day exhibition of Juki Apgarel
Machinery began at local hotel
here this morning, reports BSS.

The exhibition arranged by
Juki, a Japanese company, was
inaugurated by first vice-presi-
dent of Bangladesh Garments
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association [BGMEA) Mahbub
Ali at a simple ceremony held
in this connection.

Managing Director of Juki-
Bangladesh Sakaria Bhuiya,
managing director of Juki-
Japan Sughihara, Representa-
tive of Juki-Singapore and
many garment owners were
present on the occasfon.

Juki-Japan managing direc-
tor Sughihara said that sixty
per cent of Juki apparel ma-
chinery were wused in
Bangladesh. He also said that
more than sixty countries of the
world also use Juki apparel ma-
chinery.

An office of Juki-
Bangladesh was also inaugu-
rated in Chittagong today.
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hispered some-

sat down before completing
reading out the printed answer,
As the Chair pointed out that he
had left part of the written re-
ply, he rose again and finished.
* * ok

Known for his sense of hu-
mour and Dhakaile dialect,
Haji Mohammad Selim was
once again source of some fun
in the House. Told to read out
his notice, the young Haji said,
“I lefi my notice at home. Please
allow me to present it another
day.”

Fate of Dhaka

WTC uncertain
By Mustak Hossain

Construction of the ambi-
tious World Trade Centre (WTC).
Dhaka has become uncertain as
the Export Promotion Bureau
(EPB) is yet to get any
“acceptable” proposal from
prospective investors, a highly
placed source in the EPB sajg.

“Two foreign firms, one US
and the other French, have
shown interest so far for its
construction. But the proposals
are inconsistent with the guide-
lines set by the EPB.” the source
told The Daily Star.

The government is in a
hurry to build the multipurpose
complex as it plans to hold the
Non-Alignment Summit
(NAM), scheduled for 2001, in it,
the source said.

The EPB, entrusted with the
task, is planning to construct
the complex on a 5.46 acre land
at Kawran Bazar in the city.,

The proposed ultra modern
high-rise compléx” will” have,
among other things, a 5-star
hotel, a massive conference
cenire with large exhibition
space, auditoriums. large office
blocks; shaning areades, and
recreational and car parking
facilities.

NGOs under
fire in JS

NGO activities and expendi-
tures came under fire in Par-
liament yesterday with some
lawmakers citing financial ir-
regularities and allegations of
fleecing small debtors in rural
areas, reports UNB.

Minister in charge of the
Primne Minister Office in Par-
liament Tofail Ahmed told the
House that punitive actions had
been taken against some of the
non-governmental nr%anisa-
tions for various irregularities.

Responding to queries from
Hajl Selim of the ruling Awami
League, Rafiqul Islam Bakul
(BNP) and Zeenath Hossain
(JP), he said NGOs are con-
trolled by the NGO Bureau and
they are subject to punishment
under law of the land for any
violation of NGO rules for
committing any other offences.

According to official figures,
145 foreign and 1149 local
NGOs are working for develop-
ment in socio-economic sectors
alongside the government. Ar-
eas of their work include
poverty alleviation, empower-
ment of women, micro-credit,
family planning and environ-
ment.

Haji Selim alleged that there
were reports that some NGOs
raised money from people on
false promises of giving jobs,
but misappropriated that in the
name of savings., Tofail said
punitive actions were already
taken against some of them.

Rafiqul Islam Bakul alleged
that some NGOs give loan at
high rate of 14 per cent and re-
sort to "inhuman torture’ on
the loanees who fail to repay
the money in due time.

Tofail avoided a straight
that some’'NGOs give loan at
high rate of 14 per cent and re-
sort to "inhuman torture” on
the loanees who fail to repay
the money in due time.

Tofail avoided a straight an-
swer, but said: "The government
wants to ensure smooth func-
tion of the NGOs as well as pro-
tect the interests of the people.”

When Zeenath ossain
wanted to know ut the
amount of foreign aid received
by the NGOs annually, the min-
ister said it would be approxi-
mately Tk 1000 crore. Nearly
2.5 lakh people are engaged in
NGO activities in the country,
he informed the House.

Three killed on
Dhaka-Ctg
hi %hway

FENI, Feb 4: Three people
were Killed and six injured in a
fatal accident on the Dhaka-
Chittagong highway near Mo-
hammad Ali Bazar today, re-
ports UNB.

Police sald the accident oc-
curred at about 5 am when a
furniture-laden Senbagh-bound
truck from Kishoreganj skidded
into a roadside ditch.



