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DID U' KNOW?
L]

(The Professor does)

I history, Hedley Verity of

Yorkshire conceded the
fewest runs in taking all ten
wickets in an innings. He gave
away only ten runs while
pillaging through the
Nottinghamshire innings at
Leeds on July 12, 1932,

Jim Laker's achievement
erhaps merits higher eye-
rows, for the legendary En-

glishman took 19 wickets for 90
runs (9 for 37 and 10 for 53) in a
Test match against who-else-
bul Australia at Old Trafford,
Manchester, from July 27-31,
1956.

Both the umpires were En-
glish and the Australians did
not feel intimidated or cheated,
nor did they raise any complain
against Lthe standard of umpir-

ing. Those were the glory days
of cricket.
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COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN

Competition-110

v/ Tick the Correct Answers
Post to Tl Duily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
Feb 5 '99 and draw shortly

HAT according to recorded

afterwards
I | The margin of Australia's recent |
Ashes series win was . |
3-1 4-] 4-(

2 | Who is the number one player in
women sdennis at the moment?

Hingis Lindsay | Venus

Coimn Ohe

Mohammedan at the Catch 22

When B adesh
Biman, aided by a
century from

. opener Javed

3 | The final of the Ist Asian Test |
Championship will be held in

Dhaka Calcutta | Colombo
A4 | The eighth SAF Games will be held
in
India Sri Lanka Nepal |

5 | How many teams are taking part |
in the Janakantha Pretmier cricket |

league? |
10 . 12 14 |
| Name
Class ......... Roll No. ..........
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Javed Miandad

(Pakistan cricket coach)

"My job is coaching. which 1
arm performing.”

While declinin suggestions
that he was involved in team
selection.

Rajib yet
on top

Enamul Hossain Rajib over-
came a stilf Debraj Chattarjee
to hold on to his snlln lead in the
201h national youth chess tour-
nament at the end of (he
seventh round yesterday. re-
ports AFPE.

An opportunist, Rajib won
the match in 53 moves with
white piece when his rival per-
formed poorly in the en ing
game,

With this win, Rajib consol-
idated his claim for the erown
with seven wins in as many as
outings in the nine-round meet.

Aminur Rahman and Naki-
bul Haq Udas are following the
leaders with 6 points. Aminur
beat Firoj Ahmed while Udas
outwitted Mofazzal Hossain.

Rahul Islam and Debraj are
jeintly in the third position
having 5.5 points each.

WOMEN'S CHESS

Meanwhile, Masuda Begum,
Zakia, Afsana Parveen, Nazr-
ana Khan Iva and his sister
Farzana Khan Ava and Favy-
zunnesa Poly qualified for the
final round of the 20th national
women s chess tourmament.

The final round of the meet
will begin on February 6 with
the qualifiers joining Interna-
lional Master Rani Hamid,
Tanima Parveen, Shabana
Parveen and Afroza Kanam in
the nine-round Swiss league
meel.

Omar, appeared
77— wellon courseto
litt the coveted Janakantha
Premier League title, no-hopers
Mohammedan Sporting Club
were struggling to save their
blushes against babes Sadharan
Bima in one of the three
matches held atl different city
venues yesterday.

At the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium, Javed scored a bril-
liant 111 to help Biman amass
373 for eight in the stipulated
80 overs against Victoria,

The diminutive national
_OPener hammered his first ton
of the season with the help of 10
boundaries as Biman, sent into
bat. reached an unassailable
position in their bid for a fifth
title. .

The national airline outfit,
who are enjoying much supe-
rior run-rate [neat) than their
nearest challengers -- holders
Abahani and last year's run-
ners-up Brothers, must have
heaved a sigh of relief after
demonstrating yet another
solid performance from their
top-order.

With Javed returning among
the runs after a struggling sea-
son, his partner Habibul Basher
scored 44 in a 105-run first
wicket stand to lay the founda-
tion of a huge Biman total.

One-down Faruque Ahmed
scored a captain's knock of 61
off 118 balls embellished with
five fours and a huge sixer. He
shared 125 runs for the second
wicket with Javed before being
bowled by left-arm spinner
Mustadir.

Although national captain
Aminul returned for a first ball
duck. caught at point off Mus-
tadir. Biman's run-machine
Manzoor Akhter kept on going
with an amazing consistency.
The Pakistani right-hander
celebrated his back-to-back
century with a fluent 55 off 45
balls before being outfoxed b{y
his compatriot Rashed Hanif,
who drew the lormer Pakistan
Test cap oul of the crease with
an intriguing loop in the air.

While Biman had had a
happv harvgsting at Dhan-
mondi. runs were hard 1o come
by at the Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium where an in-
jury-plagued Mohammedan
were bundled out for only 204 in
73.4 overs,

The popular Motijhieel out-
lit. thrown out of the title race
dlter conceding a nerve-tingling
11-run defeat at the hands ol
arch-rivals Abahani in the pre-
vious match, were at the Catch
22 against the promotees. Mo-
hamnmedan took the field with-
cul their two Kenyan recruits --
Steve Tikolo and Maurice
Odumbe; who left the city on
Monday at the expiry ol their

contract, Besides they also
missed the services of hard-hit-
ting opener lmran Hamid, who
is nursing a twisted ankle.

But an under-strength Mo-
hammedan, who caved in be-
fore the tea-break, seemed Lo
have retrieved after the batting
slump, as they reduced Bima te
2/27 in 12.3 overs when stumps

Biman close in on title

Sports Reporter

were drawn for the first day,

Although the top-order made
a healthy contribution to the
lotal, but Mohammedan. for an
umpteenth time, haplessly
watched their fickle tail perish-
ing quickly, nibbling at deliver-
ies better to be left alone.

Young opener Reshedul Haq
made 57 off 87 balls. Skipper
Rafique, who opened the in-
nings with Rashed, chipped in

g

JAVED OMAR...111  *

with 25. Selim Shaed, batting at
number three, scored a patient
44 off 105 balls. Halim Shah,
promoted up in the batting or-
der, made 24 and Nasirul, the
last recognised Mohammedan
batsmen fell for 11.

But the score of the tail-en-
ders was a six-digit telephone
number which read 4-0-1-7-5-6.
And the man, responsible for
the collapse, was veteran left-
arm spinner Abdul Hadi. Called
in the national camp to assist
Gordon. Hadi perhaps ended his
last appearance as a coach-cnm
player with excellent figures of
13.4-7-14-4.

Away al the BKSP in Savar,

Agrani Bank piled up a com-
manding total of 301 for eight
against a relegation-threatened
Ajax. :
The Agrani tetal was buill
around a dazzling 91 from their
FPakistani recruit Shahin Ma-
lik and a polished 45 firom
opener Sajjad Kadir.

Shahin clubbed eight fours
and a six in his 125-ball knock
before being adjudged leg before
off the bowling of seamer

Aminul Islam ar nervous
nineties.
SCOREBOARDS

Scoreboards of the three
Janakantha Premier League
matches at the end of first day's
play al different city venues
yesterday:

MOHAMMEDAN VS SAD-
HARAN BIMA

(Venue: Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium).

MOHAMMEDAN
Rashedul run out
Rafigue b Rajinder
sShahed run out

Halim lbw b Moni
Nasirul ¢ Babu b Tasiful
Sohel ¢ Babu b A Hadi

S Mehmud ¢ Babu b A Hadi
Mortaza ¢ Babu b A Hadi
Zakir ¢ Babu b Tasiful
Ashfag b A Hadi
Manjurual not out
Extras: (b-1, 1b-6, w-13)

soia—oa—SEhY

20

Total: [All out in 73.4 overs) 204

Fall of wkts: 1-56: 2-11%2: 8-
162; 4-166; 5-179; 6-179; 7-181:

8-188; 9-190

Bowler O M R W
Saiful Islam 6 1 19 0
Faruque 2 0 11 O
[smail Islam 6 0 27 §]
Rajinder Singh 16 2 48 1
Tasiful Islam 16 4 Bl &
Abdul Hadi 13.4 7 14 4
Moniruzzaman 14 2. 2T 1
SADHARAN BIMA

Muoin not out 15
Faruque b 5 Mehmuid 10
lsmail b Rafique 0
Extras: (w-2)] 2
Total: [For 2 wktsin 12.3 overs) 27

Fall of wkts: 1-24; 2-27,

Bowler O M R W
Zakir Hossain 3 0 11 0
Monjurul Islam 4 2 5 0
Ashtaqg Ali 3 1 5 0
Shahed Mehmud 2 0 3 1
Rafique 3 0 3 1

BIMAN VS VICTORIA
(Veniue: Dhanmondi Cricket

Stadium)
BIMAN
Javed st Aftab b Mustaclir 111
Habibul ¢ Mustadir b Sabbir 44
Farugue b Mustadir 61
Aminul ¢ Rashed b Mustadir 0
M Akhter st. Aftab b Rashed 5
Hasanuzzaman ¢ Monir
b Mustacir 11
N Shawkat ¢ Iinran b Rashed 30
Atiar o Al-Amin b Rakib 13
Ziaur not out b
v o) Talukder ol out 3
Extras: (Ib-11. nh-5. w-23) 34

Total: (For 8 wkis in 80 overs) 373

Fall ol wkts: 1-105: 2-230: 3-
230; 4-253; 5-296:; 6-346: 7-359:
H-365

Bowler C M R W
Rakib Hasan 8 0 44 1
Al-Amin & 1 28 {3
Rashed Hanif 16 1 67 2
Monzoor Elahi 11 0 53 8
Sabbir Khan 15 0 50 1
Mustadir Litu 15 O 73 4
Jewel Hossain 9 o 47 ()
AGRANI BANK V5 AJAX
(Venue: BESE)

AGRANI BANK

Chavan ¢ Ronok b Nayan 7
Sijjadd hw b Ripon 35
Rajin ¢ Ronok b Aminul 2
Ziauddin run out 32
S Malik Ibw b Aminul 91
Muatizur ¢ Hafiz b Labibag €}
Zakana lbw b Labbu }
Uzral b lmran s
5 Arctin nint oul J6

S not Ol 5
Extras) (-2, 1-2, nb-5. w- 1Y) 25
Total: [For 8 wkts in 80 overs) 301

Fall of wkts: 1-16: 2-43. 3.85,
4-119. 5-136, 6-227. 7-256: 8-
283,

Bowler O M R W
Aminul Islam 16 2 M 2
Nayarl 16 4 45 ]
Haider Ripon 14 1 55 1
Labbu 3 0 31 2
Azim Uddin 4 0 20 ()
Rizwan Islam & | S . 0
Imran Parvez T 1 36 ]
Nayeem Haliz 6 0 24 0

Holder Taimur
Hasan from Pak-
istan and his
compatriot Tareg
Mahmood were
jointly  leading
the l4th Bangla-
= desh amateur golf
championship 1999 table after
the day one at the Kurmitola
Golf Club yesterday.

On the inaugural day of the
four-day meet organized by
Rurmitela Golf Club, the Pak-
istani duo occupied the top slot
having scored 72 points each,
one point less than corhpatriots
Ahmed Ali Shah who finished
the day with 73 points { +1)

Myanmar's Zaw Piang
scored 75 points (+3) to finish
the day in third spot while two
Bangladeshi golfers --Shawkat-
uz-Zaman and Tareq Taher--
were sharing the crowded
fourth spot along with Myan-

mar's Zaw Zaw Latt having
scored 78 points [+6) apiece.
Earlier, Chief of Army Staff
and president Kurmitola Golf
Club Lt Gen M Mustalizur
Rhman BB inaugurated the
tournamment in the moming by
releasing two spotted deer

calves and a few birds at the golf

course,

A total of 150 participants
including 19 foreigners from
India, Myanmar, Pakistan and
Nepal are taking part in the
tournarment which is scheduled
to conclude next Saturday
Bangladeshi golfers are mostly
from Kurmitola Golf Club, Bha-
tiary Golf and Country Club,

savar Golf Club and Mainamati

Golf Club.

LADIES’

PARTICIPANTS

Mrs A Ispahani, Mss G
Rashid, Mrs Shaheen Khan,
Mss Farzan Islam, Mrs Kosaka,
Mrs Rajini Amalan. Mrs K Ko-
reeda, Mrs Philop, Mrs M S
Cho, Mrs K S Park. Mrs J S
Park, Mrs M S Kang, Mrs H §

Sports Reporter

Lee. Mrs E H Lee, Mrs 'Y S Seo,
Mrs 5 Georgi, Mrs (G Narayan.
Mrs Rani Padamsee, Mrs E
Zulkifly, Mrs J S Yoon. Mrs *" H
Lee, Mrs H & Han. Mrs Wan.l-
hini Noal, Mrs K A Dixon, Mrs
B Bada.

Pakistanis dominate Day 1

AN APOLOGY

In our report yesterday, it
was mentioned that the prize-
giving ceremony would take
place on Friday. In fact, the
prizes will be distributed on
Saturday (February 6).

The leaders after the first day's game

Name Country
Taimur Hasan Pakistan
Tareq Mahmood Pakistan
Ahrned Ali Shah Fakistan
Zaw Piang Myanmar
Shawkat Bangladesh
Tareq Taher Bangladesh
Zaw Zaw Lalt Myanmar

GGross score Position
72 0] st

72 10) Lst

73 [+1] nd

75 (+3) 3rd

78 (+6) 4th

7H (+6) *4h

78 (+6) 41h

]

SAARC bridge
begins today

The second SAARC bridge
competition '98 begins today at
Hotel Sheraton at 5 pm, reports
BSS5.

Speaker of the Jativa
sangsad Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury will inaugurate the
tournament while Minister of
State tor Youth and Sports
Obaidul Qader will be present as
the chief guest.

This is for the {irst time an
international bridge event is
taking place in Dhaka. The
competition was earlier sched-
uled to be held on December 10
last year but was postponed be-
cause ol devastating floods
gripping the country. The first
SAARC bridge completion was
held in Mumbai in India in
1997,

In the open team event 14
teams will take part and six
teams will take part in ladies
team event. India will send six
teams, Pakistan three, Sri
Lanki. two, Nepal one and hosts
Bangladesh six. Maldives and
Bhutan are yet to confirm their
participation. Besides the com-
petition SAARC friendship
pairs competition will also be

" SAF football
Practice starts
at BKSP today

Sports Reporter

The residential camp of
Bangladesh football team for
the forthcoming SAF football
championship hbhegins at
Bangladesh Krira Shikkha Pro-
tisthan [BKSP) in Savar this
morning .

Twenty nine booters out of
31 called for the camp moved to
BKSP last night along with
Iragi coach Samir Shakir.

Shimul of Victoria Sporting
Club has taken leave for his
academic commitments while
defender Masood Rana. who is
now coaching Sirajganj under-
19 team in the ongoing under-
19 championship, will join the
camp on February 6.

The second SAF football
lournament, involving
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan.
5ri Lanka, Nepal and Maldives,
will begin in the Indian city of
Goa from April 19

The following 29 booters re-
ported at BKSP last night:
Aminul Haque, Biplab, Tony,
Hasan Al-Mamun, Jewel Rana,
Rajani, Prodeep. Parvez Babu,
J_.a[iuk. Crivinda, Nazrul, Alfaz,
Igbal, Zakir. Rakib, Matiur
Munna, Masud Haider, Pavel.
Monwar, Arman. Sourav Raju,
Tushar, Nakib, Deon, Amin
Rana. Walid, Tipu, Moni and
Khokon.

Div II kabadi

Brothers Union Club, Sabuj
Sena, Ali Sports and Shaheen
Matiur Club reached the semi-
linals of the Metropolis Second
Division kabadi league yester-
day, reports UNB.

In the semifinals today
Brothers Union will meet
Habibpur Sabuj Sena at 3:30 pm
while Ali Sports will play Sha-
heed Matiur Club at 4:30 pm at
the Outer Stadium.

Brothers Union emerged
group champions to reach the
last four beating Dhalpur Krira
Chakra by 43-12 points with
three lonas.

i the day's other group
mateh, Shaheed Matiur Club
beal Shikkhak Palli Krira
Sangha by 40-11 points with
tour lonas and also emerged
group champions.

é

Mymensingh
cricket

MYMENSINGH, Feb 3
County Cluby defeated Renais
sance Club by 4 wickets in the
local First Division cricket
league at the Circuit House
grournd here today, reports UNB.

Batting first, Renaissance
scored 125 for nine in the stipu-
lated 40 overs.

Jhantu made the highest 29,
Mahsin took two for 18 runs,

In reply, County reached
their winning target of 126 los-
ing six in 34 overs.

Rabin hit 42 runs. Rabbhi
claimed four for 19 nuns,

......

Chief of Army Staff Lt Gen M Mustafizur Rahman, BB, tees off the 14th

Bangladesh

Amateur Golf Championship 1999 at the Kurmitola Golf Club yesterday.
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Usha Narayanan (2nd from R), wife of Indian President K R Narayanan, is
Pakistan skipper Wasim Akram, his Indian counterpart

flanked by

Mohammad Azharuddin and star

batsman Sachin Tendulkar during a presidential reception at New Delhi on February 2.

NEW DELHI, Feb 3
(AFF): Injuries to
superstars Sachin
| Tendulkar and
| Wasim Akram
| PSRN cast 4 shadow
over arch rivals India and Pak-
1stan as they prepared for the
crucial second Test starting
here on Thursday.

Tendulkar, who sulfered
back spasms during his valiant
knock of 136 in the Madras Test
on Sunday, had a light work-
oul today after missing India's
training session the previous
day.

Akram, the Pakistan cap-
tain. was still hobbling after
aggravating a recurring hamni-
string strain during the tense
final moments of the first Test
which his teain won by 12 runs.

Both players were, however,
determined to play the Test.
whiich Pakistan need only to
draw to win their first series on
Indian soil in 12 years.

‘T'am much belter now after
treatment and a few days' rest,”
Tendulkar said. "I will play for
sure.”

Akram, hoping to emulate
his mentor Iimran Khan's feat of
winning a Test series in India,
said. nothing would stop him
from taking the field.

"This is the mostl imporiant
series of my life and there is no

ay I am going to sit out.” the
versatile all-rounder said.

Tendulkar's recovery is vital
for skipper Mohammad Azha-
ruddin, whose record of not
losing a home series since 1993
is in danger of being eclipsed.

Indian coach Anshuman
Gaekwad played down the de-

featl in the first Test, saying the
narrow 12-run margin reflected
the "water-thin" difference be-
tween the two teams.

“The match could have gone
either way," he said. "We paid
for not balling well against
Akram and Saglain Mushtaq, I
am certain that will not happen
again.”

Gaekwad stressed the new
opening pair of Sadagopan
Ramesh and Venkat Laxman,
who managed a measly five
runs in the crucial second in-
nings at Madras, would not he
disbanded.

It means India will once
again lield just four bowlers in
A musl-win situation. The only
change being discussed is leli-
armni sFinner >unil Joshi paving
way lor teenage off-spinner
Harbhajan Singh.

Pakistan are also consider-
ing one change, bringing in vet-
eran leg-spinner Mushtagq
Ahmed in place of left-armer
Nadeem Khan who went wicket-
less in Madras.

Both teams will name their
playing elevens just before the
toss alter having another close

look at the bone-dry wicket,
which was dug up last month by
Hindu militants protesting the
tour,

With unseasonal rains last
week hampering curator Rad-
heyshyam's preparations, the
usually run-filled pitch at the
Ferozeshah Kotla Stadium
sports thin cracks, raising fears
it may not last the distance.

'l have done my best, but the
rains have not helped," Shyam
said.

— AP/UNB photo

Big guns not fully fit,
but shout batt

le cry

‘It will be a slow (urner with
enough runs for the batsmen.”

The Kotla was originally
scheduled to host the first Test
from January 28, hut the match
was later shilted (o Madras to
give the ground stall time 1o re-
pair the damaged turf,

Hindu militants had threat-
eredd to disrupt the tour in
prolest against Pakistan's sup-
port lor Muslim separatists i
Kashinir. bul the campaign was
called off at the last minute,

Fears that the Madras Test
would be disrupled proved un-
tounded, but officials will jeoin
hundreds of Delhi policemen in
securing Lhe fortified stadium,

Their ranks will be swelled
by the presence of 20 snake
chiarmers, dralled in to counter
4 militant threat to release
venomous snakes during the

match.
TEAMS

PAKISTAN (lrom): Wasim
AKkram (capt). Shahid Afridi,
Saeed Anwar, ljaz Ahmed,
Salim Malik, Inzamamul Hag,
Yousut Youhana, Moin Khan,
Wagar Younis, Nadeemn Khan,
Saglain Mushtaq. Mushtag
Ahmed, Azhar Mahmood.

INDIA (from): Mohammad
Azharuddin (capt), Sadagopan
Ramesh, Venkat Laxman,
Rahul Dravid, Sachin Ten-
dulkar, Saurav Ganguly, Nayan
Mongia, Javagal Srinath,
Venkatesh Prasad. Anil Kum-
ble, Sunil Joshi, Harbhajan
S5ingh, Laxmi Shukla,
Hrishikesh Kanitkar,

UImpires: Steve Bucknor
(West Indies), AV J ayaprakash
(India).

On the road to recovery

NEW DELHI, Feb 3
[India Abroad
News Service):
Watching the
Pakisian cricket
L ed tedm: perform in
the Chennai Test which it won
by 12 runs. it is difficull to
believe that it is the same team
which was squarely beaten by
Australia and Zimbabwe at
home a few months ago.

Their cohesion and purpose-
ful play was a surprise to those
who watched the team's regress
in recent times. Lasl year was
barren for Pakistan, except for
their victory over India in Lhe
five-match limited overs Sa-
hara Cup series. They were
hampered, among other things,
by the frequent absence of key
bowlers Wasim Akram, Waqar
Younis, Mushtag Ahmed and
Saglain Mushtaq. due to injury
or poor form.

Amid the celebrations, how-
ever, the Pakistani establish-
ment would do well to reflect
that the victory at Chennai was
not the fruit of the cricketing
structure that they manage. In-
stead, the positive result may
well be the last hurrah of a gen-

eration of cricketers who were
picked and groomed con-
sciously by Imran Khan and
Javed Miandgd.

Akram was an 18-year-old
tearaway when he impressed
Miandad while bowling at the
nets. The latter soon persuaded
‘the selectors to pick him for the
1985 New Zealand tour, where
he went on to bag 10 wickets in
a Test match. It was Imran
who reportedly got the Lan-
cashire county contract for
AKram early in his career.

Inzamamul Haq as a 19-year
old was also pitch-forked by
Imran into the 1992 World Cup
on the basis of his talent, and
not on the weight of his domes-
lic perforimances,

Saeed Anwar, ljaz Ahmed,
Wagar Younis were all finds
dating Lo the Immran era. In fact,
the core of the team currently
playing in India, namely
Akram, Inzamamul Hag and

Sushil J. Aaron

Mushtaq Ahmed. perfarmed
key roles in the 1992 Waorld Cup.
which Wagar missed beciiise of
11jUry.

The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) should wake up to the tact
that the generation of crick-
eters raised by Imran are aging.
Akram is 32. Waqgar is 29 and
has lost yards in pace, Anwar is
30 and yet Lo make an impact in
Test cricket though he is a great
one-day playver and Salim Ma-
lik is 36, while Mushtaq is in-
jury-prone, Unless the domes-
tic cricket set-up in Pakistan is
streamlined, its cricket team is
likely to experience the kind ol
trough that the West Indies are
now going through.

Imran has turned his atlen-
tion lo politics and it 15 too

much to expect team r:uag:h
Miandad to keep scouting lor

S e

IMRAN KHAN
talent. The principal problem
wilh Pakistan cricket is the un-
derdeveloped nature of provin-
cial cricket, which restricts the
base from which cricketers are
pooled. Unlike in India where
the Ranji Trophy is played be-
lween provincial sides like
Punjab, Haryana, Maharashtra
and so on, its Pakistani coun-
terpart, the Quaid-e-Azam tro-

phy, is dominated by urban

teams from Karachi., Lahore
and Faisalabad.

The crickel board’s role in
scouting and nurturing talent is
carried out by institutions like
the Habib Bank, Allied Bank
and Pakistan International
Airlines, which employ crick-
eters and field teams in tour-
naments like the Patrons Tro-
pliy. As a resull, the domestic
structure 18 incapable of ab-
sorbing millions of talented
youngsters living in provincial
lowns and villages, whose
Imagination was fired by play-
ers like Imra, :

Test players are normally
not avatlable to play in the
Quaid-e-Azam  trophy and
hence the calibre of cricketers
playing in that circuit is hardly
tested. Zaheer Abbas has said
that Pakistanis lose Test
matches at home because most
of their cricketers play as pro-
fessionals aliroad, which gives
them little advantage on their
owri turf,

¥ The management of the
Quaicl-e- Azam trophy is consid-
ered abysmal. [t was reported in
1996 "hat two sets of umpires
showed up at onc match. while
another match didn't have any!
Yet another mateh began with-
out any ollicial scorers. Playing
conditions are inadequate
while media coverage and spec-
tator response are negligible.

Pakistani domestic cricket
has also sulfered because of the
mess in PCB, which is report-
edly riven with lactions, politi-
cal interference, betting allega-
tions and linancial scandals.
principally dating Lo the 1996
World Cup, ] _

Thiz frequent changes in the
capltaingy have not helped ei-
ther. Since Miandad was sacked
in January 1993, Pakistan has
been led by Akram, Malik,
Waqar, Moin Khan, Saeed An-
war, Rashid Latil, Rameez Raja
and Aamir Sohail, making it a
total of eight captains in five
vears. [t is a wonder that Im-
ran managed to forge such a
world-class outfit under the cir-
cumstances, Imran Eimgﬂy
pulled the weight of his popular
appeal to have his way in selec-
tion and priorities:.




