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‘J rHAT really is the Y2K?
All computer progra-
ms everywhere in the

world will go on strike on
January lst 2000. Just give this,
dear readers, a moments
thought, Can you imagine what
sort of chaos this might truly
cause? Though no one pays
much attention to our traffic
lights, still they would be
completely non-functional.
Even if your electricity bills are
up to date yet there would be no
lights in your house and com-
pany. Industries would not pro-
-duce goods and neither would
any goods be delivered to the
stores. The telephone company
would produce outrageous
‘phone bills (as if they don't
send fictitious bills anyway).
Businesses would come to a
screeching halt. A complete
meltdown of database in the
banks. house huilding societies,
tax departmments, BRTA and evy-

ery other service oriented in-

dustries would take place.
ocary eh? :

Indeed.

Could suchajla catastrophe
ha , especially in our coun-
trygpfﬁfnell, Ii}ipc}ruu think about
the consequences, then you'll
decrease the likelihood of this
unsettling event. If you ignore
this warning. or fail to ask
yourself the question — "Could
this haplx‘pen'?" then you become
a part of the problem.

How could computers possi-
bly go on strike? The explana-
tion is very simple. After De-

cember 31st 1999, computers _

won't know what year it is. This
sounds crazy, right? It sounds
like a Science Fiction story. But
it is true.

Here's why. Programmers
have programmed computers to
store the date in the following
format dd/mm/yy. This means
that they have allowed 2 digits
for the :!);y (dd), 2 digits for the
month (mm} and only 2 digits
for the year (yy). Can you see the
problem? No? Then some ex-
amples might help.

I was born on July 19th,
1971. So we store that informa-
tion in the computer as
19/07 /71, The Wright Brothers
achieved their first flight on
December 17th 1903 and that's

stored as 17/12/03. When we get
to January 1st 2000 we’ll store
that information in the com-
puter as 01/01/00. See the
problem yet? We've told the
computer to assume that
19/07/71 means 19/07/1971,
and that 17/12/03 means
17/12/1903. If that is the case
then what will it assurme
01/01 /00 means? It will assume
that 01/01/00 means
01/01/1900 or January lst
1900. That's it. That's the prob-
lem. The computer, all comput-
ers;, will think that all 'dates'
past December 31st 1999 are
100 years in the past.

50 What? To understand the
implications of this little error,
we must look at one of the most
basic, and most common, calcu-
lations performed by the com-
puter. The calculation that de-
termines how much time has
passed from one event to the
next. For example, how old are
you? I was born on July 19th
1971. If I ask the computer how
old | am, it subtracts my birth-
date from the current date. So
it'll perform a calculation simi-
lar to 99-71 (remember it only
has 2 digits for the year infor-
mation) and gives me the an-
swer of 28 years old. Which,
while unfortunate, is also true!
On Janu 1st 2000, the calcu-
lation will be exactly the same.
Subtract my birth-year from
the current year, 00-71 and the
computer will loudly and

roudly proclaim that I'm -71
minus Seventy-one) years old.
Which is silly, and wrong, and
will cause havoc with every type
of interest calculation in every
program in every company in
every couniry. It affects more
than just interest calculations.
It affects all information based
on time. When will your driver
license expire.

If I were a mind reader I'd say
the thoughts in your head at
this moment would be a collec-
tion of "How could computer
programmers be so stupid?
Didn't they know the year 2000
would arrive? Why didn't they
store all 4 digits for the year?"
and last, but not least, would be
‘Well, just put the extra digits
back into the program! How
difficult could that be?" These
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Y2K: Countdown to Doomsday?

by Masroor Ahmed Deepak

The telephone company would produce outrageous 'phone bills (as if they don't send fictitious bills an yway).
Businesses would come to a screeching halt. A complete meltdown of database in the banks, house building
societies, tax departments, BRTA and every other service oriented industries would take place.

are very natural responses from
anyone just hearing about the
Year 2[}60 Computer Date Cri-
sis.

The listener becomes even
more suspicious when I men-
tion that the estimated costs of
fixing this I)rnhlern are upwards
of 8600 billion (US) worldwide,
5600 billion to fix 2 missing
digits, otherwise all the com-
puters worldwide go on strike?

Let's answer the obvious
questions. "Why did we use only
2 digits when we knew we'd need
4 ot them when the Year 2000
rolled around?" Well, the bad
news is that we did it deliber-
ately, but with the very best of
intentions. When computers
first entered the business world
in the late '60s and the early
'70s, they were very expensive.
This 'expense' was tied directly
to two aspects of computing,
How much data could the com-
puter store and how fast could it
process that data. Even tiny, in-
cremental increases in either
attribute resulted in huge cost
increases., One way to store
data, was on a piece of stiff
cardboard known as a Hollerith
card. By literally punchin
holes into this Hollerith car
according to a set of patterns,
and reading those patterns with
a bearmn of light, one could store
and retrieve information. Each
of these cards had enough space
to hold only 80 characters of in-
formation. Eighty characters is
not a lot of information. Write
down your full name, address,
birth date, bank balance and
bank account number. The
chances are very good you'll
have written down more than
80 characters. Which means
you'd have trouble storing all
that necessary information
onto a single Hollerith card.

This is exactly the problem
programmers ran into in the
late '60s and early '70s. Hol-

lerith cards were not big enough”

to store all the data they needed
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to store. 50 Lhey compromised,
They wrote 190771 instead of
19/07/1971, thereby saving
themselves 4 precious charac-
ters.

When designing a computer
application we're always mak-
ing compromises. There are
compromises between what
we'd like the computer to do and
what we can afford. We com-
promise between the speed of
delivery and the quality of Lhe
final product. Hopefully, we un-
derstand the consequences of

Indo-Romanian Relations after Ceausescu

by K Gajendra Singh

Traditionally Romanians have great love for India, its history, culture, religion and spirituality. Over centuries
thousands of Indian books or on India were translated. Rabindranath Tagore, who visited Romania is a house-
hold name. Sanskrit has been taught at universities since last century. Poets and intellectuals like Eminescu, Eli-

ade and Al-George have brought Indian philosophy, religion, art, history and poetry to Romanians and acted
as interpreters to the West.

rope and western media

during Cold War had
convinced most Romanians
that they were the lost
Christian brothers whom West
wanted to liberate from the
clutches of the tyrannical and
atheist communist regime of
bloodsucking Dracula nicolae
Ceausescu. Those who could go
West returned with glowing
stories of freedom and of shops
full of undregmt goodies. When
the regime televised a Holly-
wood soap opera lo highlight
western decadence, Romanians
instead took it that once they
gol democéracy with capitalism
everyone would live in luxury
with only boardroom and bed-
room battles to take care of and
life would be a round of night
clubs, bars, soda fountains and
bowling alleys. But the reality
has turned out to be very bitter,
harsh and brutal leaving them
confused and disoriented. self-
ish and unfriendly.

It was preached and fer-
vently hoped that market-
driven economy will usher in
unlimited prosperity. Yes, for
2/6 per cent of the population,
(who live as in Europe Union
and think Euro-currency):
wheeler dealers and unscrupu-
lous smart Alees, most en-
hanced in power since commu-
nist era or exploiting old party
network and newly-elected
ones. But for the majority, vic
tims of a free fall of 40 per cent
in GDP since 1990, life is a
dreary unmitigated misery with
falling employment, rising in-
flation, pensions of retired
professors military officers,
engineers reduced to $50 per
month and prices at par with
west Europe. Yes, the shops are

R ADIO Liberty and Free Eu-

.Sheriffs,

to watch for the
majority. An industrialised
Romania is fast getting
Alfricanised into an exporter of
semi-finished goods. Social en-
gineering in reverse has reduced
socialist middle class and intel-
lectual elite to penury and star-
vation.

Except for those from for-
eign trade ministry and state
export companies the rest had
no idea at all of how to trade,
run a business or industry. So
they are learning by doing the
hard way. Many set up rows af-
ter rows of snack shops, casino
bars and kiosks selling the
same soft drinks, beer and hard
liguors with fancy names like-
Texas, Hollywood,
Pallmall or Che Gabi. But un-
like Hollywood serials there are
few customers. ManIy which had
opened with great fanfare and
glittering facades have downed
shutters. Now deserted and
abandoned along with silent
and rusting industries they
have become symbols of the
vanquished in the Cold War,
And living examples of Roma-
nians' American drearmn coming
unstuck.

Since last two years the so-
called reform coalitions are
perpetually squabbling in and
out of Parliament, fighting for
jobs for their cronies (govi ser-
vants are party members). Bar-
ring few, professors like Presi-
dent Constantinescu and others
who are hapless and ineffective,
others have joined in the pri-
vatisation of public assets into
their own names or of their
friends and relatives with ev-
eryone looking for a fast buck.
There is little transparency in
privatisation or elsewhere lead-
ing to unfair practices. With in-

full but, only

Contraceptive Research

i HE Delhi-based women's
I %ruup Saheli and the
orum for Women's

Health, Mumbai, recently held a
joint press conference in Del! ¢
to mark their protest against
the VII International Congress
of Reproductive Immunology,
held in the Capital from
October 27-30. Their aim was to
highlight the sheer
contradiction of holding a con-
ference on the latest develop-
ments in the area of immuno-
logical contraceptives, namely
anti-fertility vaccines, without

giving any thought to the cru-

cial issues of ethics and social
applicability of this research.
"Our opposition to anti-fertility
vaccines is based on the very
principle of treating pregnancy
as a disease and causing an

immune response against it,”
said Saheli member Laxmi
Murthy. Lack of informed con-
sent in medical trials, high
abuse potential of the method if
introduced in the family plan-
ning grugramme. and its unpre-
dictable effects are the other is-
sues central to the whole debate,
she added. :

Lending their voice to the
note of protest were Judith
Richter, an activist with the In-'
ternational Campaign Against
Hazardous Contraceptives, and
Jaya Wellanker from the Fo-
rum for Women's Health. A re-
port titled 'Target Practice:
Anti-Fertility Vaccine Research
and Women's Health' was re-
leased on the occasion.

— WFS/News Network
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WOOLP YOU
PLEASE BE QUIET?

sider trading the stock ex-
change has become moribund.
Even in acute economic auster-
ity, a minister wanted to order
Bell Helicopters for S$2 billion,
even embarrassing USA. When
accused of kickbacks he fished
out the draft contract on TV
showing that it did not include
any commission clause. Presi-
dent's own Security chief was
involved in large scale sg'stem—
atic smuggling of aircrafts full
of contraband cigarettes
through a military airport. A
well meaning President and
Prime Minister., another pro-
fessor, unable to comprehend,
lacking the will and resolution
prefer travelling abroad io
avoid facing problems at home.

The swindling of life savings
of millions in get rich quick
pyramid scheme in Cluj up
North with the regime's con-

nivance and perhaps participa-

tion are living examples, but
lotteries still do a thriving
business. Mafias attracted from
Italy, Greece, Turkey and else-
where have linked up with offi-
cials and are spreading its ten-
tacles. Little has been done to
establish property laws, bank-
ing regulations or stock mar-
ket, a necessity for the Milto:
nian system of laissez fair. The
banks are to enrich the politi-
cians and their cronies. For
business visitors and tourists
the worst are the taxi drivers of
Buchuest. always ready to
make a killing, reasonable cab-
bies charge only four times,
many extorting $100 from the
airport for a $10 trip.

There is an upsurge of
facism against Arabs and

Asians and anti-semitism, for .

which Romania was known but
was kept in check under comn-
munism. And there is no re-
course or law, The establish-

- ment seem to imp'l:i; OK you
e

wanted freedom, mocracy
and capitalism. You have it.
Yes, there is a democratic
constitution, multiparty sys-
tem, liberal and global econ-
omy. Eight years after the dicta-
tor was hanged without a proper
trial, shops are full of imported
goods and the country is now
aglitter with symbols of victo-
rious superpower and its ideol-
ogy. Instead of huge wall sized
posters of a youthful looking
Nicolai Ceausescu staring at
you, there are sign of Coca Cola,
Macdonalds, KFC, Daewoo and
Sony. Romanians can have
passports for the asking but get
visas, They are unwanted in
West and if they do reach there
dare promptly deported back.
The massive tourist infras-
tructure built by Ceausescu is
being eroded, dismantled and
destroyed fast. In the absence of
maintenance, hatels parceled

WHOA! IT NEVER OCCURRED
TO ME TO ASK POLITELY

among oronies, are fallin
apart but rents are at par wit
West Europe which discourages
businessmen and keeps tourists
away from Romania's leg-
endary fresco painted churches
and monasteries, scenic sights,
Black Sea beaches and winter
holiday resorts. And now with
economies collapsing in
ASEAN, Russia and elsewhere,
the investors are wary of in-
vesling any where, more so in
Romania.

Traditionally Romanians
have great love for India, its
history, culture, religion and
spiritualily. Over centuries
thousands of Indian books or
on India were translated. Ra-
bindranath Tagore, who visited
Romania is a household name.
Sanskril has been taught at
universities since last century.
Poets and intellectuals like Em-
inescu, Eliade and Al-George
have brought Indian philoso-
phy. religion. art, history and
poetry to Romanians and gcted
as interpreters to the West. The
Indian Embassy has done a
splendid job in keeping the
flame of Indian culture alive by
holding seminars, exhibitions.
publication of books with a bust
of Tagore having been recently
unveiled at the prestigious Na-
tional Theatre.

India always had a strong
cconomic relationship with
Romania, which helped her in
oil and refining industry in
1950s. Romania was a major
buyer of iron ore and supplier of
urea, chiemicals and steel prod-
ucts. in spite of many problems.
because of its location, a big
market of 23 million and a
candidate for NATO and EU, it
offers good opportunities to In-
dians to invest in pulp and pa-
per, pharmaceuticals, furniture,
texliles, steel, petrochemicals
and fertilizers (with 30 million
tons refining capacity).

Currently India is a major
buyer of Romanian products
which at 3177 million in 1996
(8239 million in 95), were more
than its combined exports to
China, Japan and Korea or total

exports to Latin America. But |
there are unnecessary hurdles

in grant of visas to Indian busi-
nessmen, simply because some
Romanian diplomats were trad-
ing in visas in its missions in
Amman and Bonn etc. During
Ceausescu era Romania always
supported India on Kashmir but
now it fakes an eqguivocal
stand, not on merits but per-
haps to please. USA, while it

- badly treats its own Hungarian

minority in Transylvania, even

objecting to setting up a Hun-

garian ianﬁuage university.
ira

The author is a retired Am-
bassador. |

bif-Jim Davis
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the compromise, because com-
promises are never perfect solu-
tions. We comnpromised on ac-
curacy vs. cost when we decided
to store only 2 digits of the year.
Our reasoning, even now,
makes a lot of sense. Especially
if you keep in mind when this
compromise was taking place.
It was the '60s and '70s, when
the year 2000 was 30 or 40 vears
away! Part ol our reasoning was
that surely our code would be
replaced by then. We assumed
that the program we were writ-

ing in the '60s would not be in
use 30 years from now. That
particular assumption was
wrong, very wrong. We have way
too much old code, known as
Legacy Systems' in use today.
Major applications are still
using code developed in those
early days. Another interesting
fact to take into account is that
the programs were written by
programmers who themselves
were most likely less than 30
years old. Surely their code
would not last longer than
they'd been alive? It seemed a
very reasonable compromise to
make at the time.

This commpromise became an
industry standard. Computers
have remained very expensive
until only the last decade when
it became possible for nearly
anyone to purchase a computer
for their home, These home
computers are much more pow-
erqulhan the computers -used
by entire businesses in the '70s.
Trouble is, while computers
changed, the standard didn't.

en someone makes the
staternent "Put the 2 digits back
in." They're making an as-
sumption. The speaker is not
even aware of the assumption
they're making., which makes it
all the more dangerous. The as-
sumption is that we know
where the dates are. That's
right. We don't know where the
dates are, we have to go find
them. Finding them is a large
part of the problem, for two rea-
sons. First, do you have any
idea hhow much programming
we've done in the past 30 years?
[t is not unusual lor a company
to have more than 100,000,000
lines of code! (assume your
company has 100,000,000 lines
of code.}) 100,000,000 is not a
number we run into very often,
and it's rather difficult to get a
sense of just how much work
that represents, How long would
it take you, to just look at all
that code, if you spent just one

Doub_le —Whammy for Women

second on each line? Assuming
& hours a day, 5 days a week, it
would take yvou just over 13
years 1o lock at all your code. Or
it would take 13 people one
year, Or 156 people could do it
in a month. So the haystack
we're searching, to lind all these
little date needles is huge. The
problem though, is more than
_iust the sheer size of the
1aystack. The problem really
lies in the next, almost philo-
sophical guestion. What's a
date?

That's not a facetious ques-
tion. It's very serious. Il sits at
the heart of this whole problem,
and if we had a clear, 100% ac-
curate (and uselul!) answer,
then the problem would be

much easier to solve, To under-
stand , the complexity of the
question "What's a date?" we
need to understand a key con-
ceplt regarding computers.

Computers are idiot schol-
ars. They perform miraculous
lasks, but have no understand-
ing of what they're doing. One
way to describe computers is to
assert that they are nothing
more than S}’Iﬂgﬂl manipula-
tors. The symbols themselves
have no 'meaning' to the com-
puter. The symbols might mean
something to us, but to the com-
puter they are 'just’ one and ze-
roes being manipulated accord-
ing to the rules we've defined.
When the computer subtracts 71
from 00 and offers the result of
-71, it does so following the
rules of arithmetic and does so
correctly. The answer it pro-
vides is arithmetically correct.
[t's correct until we decide those
numbers represent years and
since these numbers don't con-
tain all the necessary year in-
formation the answer is mean-
ingless.

Iit's meaningless because 00
should represent 2000, but we
have instructed the computer to
‘assume’ that 71 represents 1971
and also that 00 represents
1900. Here are two more ‘solu-
tions to the problem. Create
another bit of data known as
the 'century' indicator. If the
indicator is set to 0 then the
year of 71 refers to 1971, il it's
set to 1 then 71 refers to 2071,
This is a little bit more compli-

cated and takes more time to
communicate. It also creates a
second problem. Will all com-
panies use 0 to indicate '19' or
will some of them use 0 to indi-
cate '18" and 1 to indicate '19' ?
Another solution, much more
coinplicated to explain and
therefore much more suscepti-
ble to error is to use ‘date logic’
to have the computer determine
the proper century. For exam-
ple. If I'm entering in new birth
records to the computer for the
purposes of enrolling students
into kindergarten, then I can
assume that any year greater
than 90 is a '19nn' year and that
those less than 10 are '20nn’
years. Of course I'd either have
to update this 'date range' on an
annual basis or have the com-
puter change the range depend-
ing on the current date. There
are other more esoteric solu-
tions to the problem. None sim-
pler than what we've already
described and all suffering from
the same failitg... there are still
100,000,000 lines of code to
change in your company.

50 no matter which solution
you choose, you're still left with
100,000,000 lines of code, con-
tagung an unknown number of
errors, that are difficult to iden-
tify, and have to be fixed by De-
cember 31st 1998, 19987 That's
another part of the bad news.
No matter how much code you
have, no matter how much bud-
get you have available for this
task. no matter how skilled you
are at the conversion, you have

‘the same deadline.

You must be complete by this
date so you can test the hun-
dreds of thousands of changes

you'll have made to your appli-
cations. You'll need a full year
of testing because you need to
test the full suite of applica-
tions required to process the
full fiscal year for your com-
pany. You must do this before
the year 2000 because, it is risk-
ing the business to discover er-
rors when you have no idea how
long it will take to fix them.

Meanwhile your production
line is stopped. you're unable to
bill your clients or ship your
product, because the programs
which drive these functions are
not working. '

Women are bearing the brunt of the economic crisis 1n Asia. As Boonthan Sakanond
writes from Bangkok in this Inter Press Service special report, the recession is
"redomesticating" the women.

3 the Asian recession
rolls on, wornen are being
forced to make the

maximum sacrifices whether in
the family, the workplace or in
school,

Asia's economic slump, now
almost year and a half old. is
also pushing more and more
women 1o migrale overseas in
search of work and take up em-
ployment in the commercial
sex industry, say new studies.

Experts warn that without
appropriate policies in place,
decades of work done to im-
prove the status of Asian
women could be rolled back in
the space of a few years.

‘There is a distinct need for
designing macroeconomic poli-
cies in Asia thal are sensitive to
the needs of women and which
do not put the main burden of
adjustment on this already dis-
advantaged group,” says a paper
by Jayati Ghosh of the Centre of
Economic Studies and Planning
at the Jawaharlal Nehru
University in New Delhi, India.

Her pa%)er o1 women and
economic liberalisation in the
Asia-Pacific region was part of
a discussion af a recent forum
here on the impact of globalisa-
tion on women, organised by
the United Nations Economic
and Social Commission for
Asia-Pacific [ESCAP).

While official figures on
rising unemployment in Asia
do not look specifically at the
impact on women, there is
growing evidence that in the in-
dustrial sector women in gern-
eral, and older women in par-
ticular, are the first to bear the
brunt of job cuts.

In ailand, for example,
where more than 300,000 peo-
ple have lost jobs in the past
year, trade union activists
claim that a majority of re-
treniched employees are women.

Why is it aliways women who suffer?

"Women are considered easier
to dismiss by many employers
and so they are more vulnerable
in times ol crisis like the cur-
rent one,' says Voravidh
Charoenlert, a labour
economist and trade union ad-
viser in Bangkok,

As Ghosh's paper points out,
the possibility of easy dis-
missal was always one of the
main reasons why women
found employment in large
numbers during the boom years
of Lhe eighties and early
nineties,

She points to the widespread
perception that female employ-
€es are more tractable and sub-
servient to managerial author-
ity, less prone to organise into
unions, more mllinﬁ Lo accept
lower wages, less likely to ex-
pect upward job mobility and
casier 1o dismiss using life-cy-
cle criteria like marriage and
childbirth.

According to the Inferna-
lional Labour Organisation
(ILO), figures in Indonesia be-
tween 1980 and 1996 show the
Fﬁr:‘.entage of women in the
abour force jumped from 27.7
10 37.2 per cent.

In Thailand it went up from
49.5 per cent to 55.2 per cent in
the same period. In China. an-
other Asian country which has
seen spurt in export-oriented
industries. the number of
wotmen in the labour force in-
creased from 48.9 to 55.6 per
cent from 1980 to 19986,

While many of the jobs that
women held during Asia's boom
years were low-skill, low-paid
and repetitive work, Ghosh's
paper says that despile this, the
increase in number of employed
womern benefited them socially
and culturally.

Given the strong patriarchal
traditions in most of Asia. the
ability to earn outside income
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was an important instrument
for the transformation of gen-
der relations, argues Ghosh.
However, she says the economie
crisis has tended to reverse the
positive aspect of this process.

While on one hand, indus-
trial women workers are losing
jobs in the informal sector,
there has been an influx of
more women forced to take up
low-paying, menial jobs due to
falling household incomes.
Worse still, there are worries
that the economic crisis is
pushing large numbers of
women into the commercial sex
industry, often in foreign coun-
tries.

"Both women and children,
particularly the young girls,
have become increasingly vul-
nerable to being tempted or co-
erced into migrating abroad in
search ol jobs,” says Dr
Saisuree Chutikul, a senator in
the Thai Parliament and chair-
person of several bodies work-
ing against trafficking in chil-
dren and women.

“Unfortunately many of
them will end up in the com-
mercial sex establishments of
counlries like Japan and Tai-
warl,” Saisuree points out.

Domestie workers, who
make up the bulk of Asian mi-

ant womnen workers, are also
acing serious problems due to
the economic downturn and
subsequent drop in demand for
their services,

In Hong Kong for example,
Filipino domestic workers have
been subjected to arbitrary wage
freezes and even dismissals by
employers citing the economic
Crisis as reason.

In the long run, Ghosh
points out the greatest damage
to the status of Asia's women
may ultimately be due to the
siructural agjustment pro-
grammes sponsored by the In-
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ternational Monetary Fund
[IMF), which has extended
more Lthan S100 billion to bail
out economies from South Ko-
rea to Indonesia.

These "reform” program-
mers have forced governments
to cut back on social welfare,
subsidies and inereased depen-
dence on private sector-con-
trolled market mechanisms.

Ghosh points out that the
culs in state subsidies are likely
to aflect food security, a critical
issue in populous countries like
China, India and Indonesia.

The lowering of f[ood con-
sumption due to rising prices
will have negative implications
for women and girl children,
usually the first 1o be denied a
proportional share in times of
shortage.

The crisis will also have se-
rious long-term impact on the
education of girls, who are be-
ing forced to drop out of school
int large numbers and assist in
income-supplementing activi-

- ties at home, Ghosh says.

This is likely to perpetuate
and even increase the tradi-
tional gap in skills and levels of
education between male and
female populations in the re-
gion.

In Thailand, for example,
between 1980 and 1990 illiter-
acy rates among girls were cut
by half. In the past year follow-
in%l the crisis, the elementary
school drop-out rate has tripled
and a majority of the drop-outs
are Firlsﬁ

If government do not specifi-

. cally tackle problems faced by

women, the net result could be a
steady erosion in women's sta-
tus. Says Ghosh : "There is ap-
prehension that a traditionalist
reaction during times of
economic crisis could result in
the redomestication of women.”

— IPS/APB




