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Two extortionists arrested

BARGUNA, Feb 2: Local people caught red handed two extor-
tionists from Patharghata thana headquarters on Saturday
evening when they attempted ltJD gurdcr a college student who
refused to give money, reports UNB.

Police sg}d the t:r?.; lllelziﬂ: identified as Babul and Rubel of the
town, demanded Tk 2.000 to Monirul, a second year student of
the local college. Being refused. they brought the student to a
solit place and attacked him with sharp weapons. Following
the hue and cry of Monirul, local people rushed to the spot, res-
cued him and caught the attackers. The were later handed over
to the police. The arrested were sent to the jail.

Birth anniversary of Thakur Anukul Chandra

TANGAIL, Feb 2: A five-day pl‘gﬁramm& 1o mark the 111th
birth anniversary of sree sree Thakur Anukul Chandra began
on Saturday at Pakutia in Tangial district, reports BSS, ‘
The programme has been m;?a:used by Shatsangha, a socio-
religious organisation founded by Thakur Anukul. The pro-
gramme included recitation from religious books and discus-
sion on the life and philosophy of Thakur Anukul Chandra.

Rally of Ansar, VDP

MAGURA, Feb 2: A rally of Ansar and Village Defence Party
(VDP) members of Sreepur thana in Magura district was held on
Tuesday at Sreepur Thana Parishad premises, reports BSS. |

Thana Nirbahi Officer, Sreepur Mohammad Abdur Razzak
presided over the rally while M Golam Mostafa, District Ad{ju-
tant of Ansar and VDP was the chief guest. Prizes were dis-
tributed among the best Ansar and VDP members. The rally was I
[ollowed by a musical soiree and cultural function participated
by Ansar and VDP members of the thana.

Smugglers clash leaves 7 hurt

RAJSHAHI, Feb 2: Some seven people were injured in a clash
between two groups of smugglers in Yusufpur area of Charghat
thana on Friday afternoon, reports UNB.

Two of them, Shafiq and Nazrul, were admitted to Rajshahi
Medical College Hospital. Witnesses said the clash ensued when
a ﬁrc}up of smugglers snatched away about 1,560 bottles of Phen-
sidyl syrup from another group.,

Production of molasses hampered

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Feb 2: Unusual fall in sugarcane pro-
duction, caused by the prolonged flood last year, appears to
hamper the molasses production this season. reports UNB.

Sources at the Agriculture department here said molasses
worth about Tk 56.42 crore were expected to be produced this
season. but the chance is little to achieve the target. A total of
9,590 hectares of land had been brought under sugarcane culti-
vation this season, but the long lasting deluge damaged sugar-
cane on about 6,900 hectares of land, affecting 27,710 tones of
molasses output worth about Tk 55.42 crore. Usually 10,000
hectares of land in five thanas of the district are brought under

sugarcane cultivation every year, producing molasses worth i
about Tk 70 crore.

Dacoity in Tala thana

SATKHIRA, Feb 2: A dacoity was committed at Jotuabazar in
Tala thana on Friday night, reports UNB. I
The armed robbers looted valuables from seven shops of the
bazar. No arrest was made so far in this connection. Another
report said a kidnapped girl was rescued by police from Bara
Bazaar of Debhata thana on Friday. The girl, identified as Nilu-
far Yasmin, 14, daughter of M#tiar Rahman of the thana's §
Khash Khamar area, was kidnapped by a group of miscreants on
January 2 when she was going to a market from her house. The
rl alleged that the kidnappers took her to different places in

ulna, Jessore and Dhaka and raped her.

AL meeting at Tangail

TANGAIL, Feb 2: Tangail District Awami League held a pub-
lic meeting on January 30 evemA]rjlg at local Bindubashini High
School play ground with Alhaj ul Mannan, MP as the chief
guest, reports BSS.

The meetlrﬁ. presided over by Advocate Tofazzal Hossain
Mukul, was addressed. among others, by Advocate Shamsur
Rahman Khan Shahjahan, Join Secretary, Bangladesh Awami
League, Abul Hasan Chowdhury, State Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs Kh Asaduzzaman MP, Fazlur Rahman F arcogue, Shawkat
Ali Talukder, Advocate Almgir Khan Minu and Tangail
Paurasava chairman candidate Abtabuzzaman Khan Feroz.
Abtabuzzaman Khan urged the paura voters to caste their votes
in his favour so that he may get chance to serve thern better.

Vegetables farming on 3,000 hectares
MADARIPUR, Feb 2: The Agriculture Extension Department
{AED) has takenup a programme to ring 3,000 hectares under
vegetables cultivation in the district in the winter season, re-
ports BSS.

Of the total lands brought under cultivation, 500 hectares are
in sadar, 1,000 hectares in Kalkini, <90 hectares in Rajoir and
700 hectares in Shibchar thanas. The, target of production has
been fixed at 45,000 tonnes of vegetables. AED supplied seeds
and provided agricultural loans to help farmers achieve the tar-

get.

Eye camp in Pirojpur

PIROJPUR, Feb 2: A four-day eye camp will be organised on
the Baramachhua United High Institution campus beginning on
February 2 by the Lions Club of Dhaka Supreme Garden to pro-
vide free treatment to local eye patients, reports BSS,

According 1o a press release of the club experienced eye sur-
geons and doctors of Bangladesh Lions Foundation will exam-
ine and conduct surgical operations free of charge. The club un-
der Lions District 315A-1 will also provide medicines to the pa-
tients free of charge. The doctors will examine the patients from
February 2 to 4 and conduct the operations on February 5. Dr
Rustam Ali Farazi MP will inaugurate the eye camp as the chief

guest,

Agri-loan disbursed among 6,680 persons
CHUADANGA, Feb 2: Bangladesh Krishi Bank (BKBJ.
Chuadanga region has disbursed Taka 7,46,.83.000 as agricul-
ture loan among 6,680 persons under the post-flood agriculture
rehabilitation programme and normal loan disbursement pro-
ﬁramme of the bank during the first six months of the current
nancial dyear. reports BSS,
. According to an official source, BKB has fixed a target to dis-
burse Taka 10.68 crore in the current finaneial year as agri- |
loan in Chuadanga district, The loan disbursemerit programine

is being imglemented through 10 branches of BKB in all the four
thanas of Chuadanga district.

Free style activities by quacks

JHENIDAH, Feb 2: Public health i.1s been threatened in the
district due to 'free-style activities by owners of unlicensed drug
stores, quacks and roving 'kavirajes’, reports APB, -

Unlicensed drugs stores have mushroomed in and around
different haats and bazars and sale of date-expired medicines at
those stores is not uncommon, it is alleged. One estimate shows
that there are some 2,000 unlicensed pharmacies. Unqualified
persons run these medicine shops and sell drugs as per prescrip-
tions issued by incompetent doctors and quacks, Owners of such I

g}riug ;tures have underhand deals with officials concerned. it is
eged.

14 non-govt jail inspectors appointed

JESSORE, Feb 2: Fourteen elite of the town have been ap-
pointed as non-government Jail inspectors at the district Cen-
tral Jail here, reports UNB.

The appointments were given to supervise the Central Jail
‘or the next two years as per the memo of the Divisional Com-
missioner of Khulna Division on December 24. The appointed
persons are : Shah Hadiuzzaman MP, Ali Reza Razu MP, Aleya
Afroz MP, Jessore Press Club president SK Zamir Ahmed, Ad-
vocale Farazi Shahadat Hossain, Pijush Kanti Ghosh, Adv Za-
far, Sadik, Adv Shaikh Hassan Imam, Prof Sharif Hossain, Rtd
District Judge Mominur Rahman. Begum Lutfunnexxa Ali wife
of late Rowshan Ali MP, Begum Kulsum Taleb, Begum Lily Hye
and Adv Begum Sayeda Mahbuba Hasnat. ;

Acute scarcity of fodder

KISHOREGANJ, Feb 2: Acute scarcity of fodder in different
thanas has been causing serious problem for the farmers. re.

Farmers and local sources said the scarcity was created fol-
lowing the delu ¢ last year as the floodwater engulfed vast areas
damaging stan ing ‘Aus’ and 'Aman’' paddies and other crops
and they could not preserve h’?’ﬁ' the main fodder. Flood also
damaged many grazing fields. The price of hey has gone up in
the rural markets and 100 bundles of hay are being sold at Tk
130 to Tk 150 farmers said. Prices of oil cake, bran, bean and
pumpkin have also ﬁuna up making it almost impossible for
poor people in the villages to maintain their cattles. Many poor
and mm_"glna! farmers could not buy fodder due to the price
hike, said the sources adding that tlﬁeir cattles became bonny
without supply of adequate daily intake.

Massive 'Boro' farming programme

KISHOREGANJ, TFeb?2: A massive 'Boro' cultivation pro-
gramme was taken up by the government in the district during
the current season to cover the losses due to the flocd last year,
reports UNB

Official sources said the target of 'Bora’ cultivation in all the
13 thanas here has been fixed at 1,38,171 hectares of land. Of

the total land, 1,29,882 hectares would be brought under High
Yieldin%e‘fariely (HYV) cultivation while the rest 8.289 hectares
would brought under local variety cultivation, the officials

faid. The production target has been fixed
ons.

at 3,37,139 metric
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AGURA: Transplantation

Local farmers
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In Chuadanga

Political parties a]légedly
sheltering criminals

CHUADANGA, Feb 2! Law
and order has deteriorated
alarmingly in the district and
the main lopic of discussion
among the people is incidents of
killing and abduction, reporis
APB.

Twenty peaple were killed in
20 days, according to police.
The number was 74 last year,

People say their nights are
spent in state of dreadd suspense,
A knock at the door may mean
that death is imminent, because
the terrorists and crimminals are
most active during night.

The terrorists move about
freely right under the eyes of po-
lice and other law-enforecing
agencies because they are al-
legedly sheltered by political
parties.

A police officer told that
they are aware of the situation
but can not do anything because
the terrorists enjoy political

sLpport,

Last year. Ashabul Hugqg
Asha. an Awami League ac-
tivist, was killed in broad day-
light. Police are yet to take any
action against the murderers. A

journalist and an industrialist

were Kidnapped last yvear and
they could not be traced till
oW,

Anyone who cooperates with
police or gives them informa-
Lot against the eriminals is
dealt with mercilessly. Many
have been slaughtered in retali-
atior.

Internecine contlict among
the terrorists has also increase.,
On January 20. a 28-vear-old
son of Samer Ali, a member of
the Nazrul group, was shot and
slaughtered by members of
Hanil group in Alamdanga
thana. Sadeque Bacchu, 50, of
Sadar thana was kidnapped at
night on January 19 and
hacked to death. The day before.

Ashabul, 24, of Alamdanga
thana was bealen and left half-
dead. He was taken to hospital
where he died the very next day.

Amir Hossain, 60, and
shiahirul, 28, of Meherpur, un-
cle and nephew. were killed on
January 17. Father and son,
Baksh, 50, and Ahiul, 25, of
Alamdanga were Killed on Jan-
uary 16. The son was slain
when he came forward to pro-
tect his father.

On January 9 Abu Hossain
Musa, 38, and Shanmsul, 35, ol
Sudar thana were hanged at
night. On the same night,
Shahidul, 32, of Kutali village
near Hegumpara was dragged
oul of his house and slaugh-
tered.

Local people say that unless
the politicians disown the
criminals and sever all ties
with them, the crime rate will
continue to rise.

| MAGUH: Onion cultivation

o
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in progress at a village here.
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| Maddhapara hard rock project likely

to be completed before schedule

BOGRA, Feb2: The cen-
struction of Maddhapara hard
rock project is likely to be
completed before schedule,

Petro Bangla sources said, if
the present flow of work is con-
tinued the project would be
completed before February of
March 2001. Construction of
the first and the only hard
stone pr;}{;em is scheduled (o
completed within the middle of
the year 2001.

Major works of the project at
village Maddhapara in Par-
botipur thana of Dinajpur dis-

| trict has already been com-

pleted. The construction of un-
derground road under 11 hun
dred 50 feet has been progress-
ing satisfactorily. The impor-

From Our Correspondent

tant works are going on at a

very high speed, The roads are

being made by breaking rocks
with explosives, About 80 (o 90
metrie tons of stone are col-
lected every day. Alter comple-
tion of the work the collection
of stones will be started jn full
swing. A total of 5 thousand 500
metric tons of stone can be col-
lected per day,

This correspondent went
into the mine on the first week
of January '99, He found that
the local and foreign engincers
and experts had been working
round the clock there. Electric-
Iy and oxygen were supplied,

\ines were sel up to carry stones

and other heavy goods.
The stones collected from

Maddhapara may be used in
tiles making mosaic stones and
in many other things. But the
government has not yvet taken
any steps to set up any such in-
dustry based on stones. It is not
known whether any private en-
trepreneur has initiated to es-
tablish industry based on
stones,

Fetro Ban;l_gla sources said,
stone plates of any measure can

be made if the government pa-
tronises. Tiles of various size,
Mmosale stones and olther <lone
based materials can he made
fromn thie available stock of
hard rock against the demand
of the couniry which is esti-
mated to be 70 to 80 lakh mis.
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JHENIDAH: Sunflower

cultivation has been gaini
now-a-days. Photo shows a plot of Hi-S
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ng popularity throughout the distriet
un variety at village Sekhra in Sailkupa area.

— Star photo

In Comilla
Paddy, rice
procurement
drive to fail

COMILLA, Feb2: The ongo-
ing paddy and rice procurement
drive in the district looks sel to
[ail due to crops failure caused
by the country's worst flooding
and massive pest attack, re-
ports UNB.

Officials said they had a tar-
get to procure 80 metric tones of
paddy and 500 tones of rice this
season, but they failed to pro-
cure any grain since the drive
began two months back.

They attributed the failure of
the procurement drive to sharp
fall in 'Aman’ output due
mainly to the prolonged flood
and pest attack in 11 thanas of
the district.

The thanas are Chandina.
Debidar, Muradnagar. Daud-
kandi. Hommna, Sadar. Buric-
har, Brahmanpara, Chowddag-
ram, Nanggolkot and Barura.

Meanwhile, the foodgrain
prices continued to show the
upward trend despite the ar-
rival ol new harvest to the
market.

Market sources said coarse
variety of rice was being sold at
Tk 15 to 15.50 per kg and while
paddy at Tk 8.50 to 59.00 per kg
while the government's pur-
chasing rate was Tk 12 and Tk
7.60 respectively.

The unreasonable gap be-
tween Lthe macket price and the
governmenl rate was said to be
another reason behind the (ail-
ure ol the procurement drive.

Opposition fails
to make municipal
polls a political

issue: Zillur

BOGRA, Feb2: LGRD and
Cooperatives Minister Zillur
Rahman teday termed the c:-ﬁ-
position decision to boycott the
municipal electionis as "politi-
cal adventurism” as candidates
from different parties submit-
ted their nominations amid en-
thusiasm, reports BSS,

"“They have failed to make
the municipal polls a political
issue by their call to boycott the
elections as candidates from
different parties have submit-
ted their nomination papers
amid enthusiasm.” he told an
Awami League workers’ rally
here.

He added that thoese whao
could not hold local govern-
ment polls or dissolved the ex-
isting local government bodies
during their tenure, were now
opposing the municipal elec-

lions. This only proves their
disrespect towards independent
election system and people's
verdict, he said.

'The presenl government
has reestablished the right of
franchise after long 21 vyears
and now working relentlessly
for pl:nﬂ'r'ﬂr't%r alleviation and
economic freedom,” Rahman
added. .

One killed in
police firing
in Morelgan;

PIROJPUR, Feb2: Police
opened fire in self defenice. leav-
ing one Killed and injuring
three others. when a group @f
villagers tried lo snatch away
some arresled people from their
custody al Bolepur Bazaar in
Morelganj thana on Thursday
night, reporis APB.

The cﬁead was identified as
Chan Mia. The injured have
been listed as Hassen Sheikh,
20, Mohammad Kawsar She-
ikh, 16 and Mohammad Kho-
rshed, 16.

Critically wounded Hassen
Sheikh was sent to Barisal for
treatment while the others were
admitted to Pirojpur Hospital.

Local people said that the
incident was a sequel to an
armed clash between two groups
ol villagers over paddy harvest-
g six weeks ago.

Morelganj thana police on
Thursday raided the house of
Latif Howladar and arrested
three people in connection with
the case. ;

Bul the villagers tried to
snatch away the three accused
from the custody of police who
fired several rounds of shots in
sell defence, leaving one dead.

The dead, Chan Mia, a Tex-
lile Mills worker in Dhaka had
been on Eid holidays to his vil-
lage home, they said.

His body was sent to Piro-
Jpur morgue for post mortemn.

In Natore
Nominations of 4
chairman, 57
commissioner

candidates valid

NATORE, Feb 2: Nomination
papers of four chairman and 57
commissioner candidates, in-
cluding 18 women, for the
coming Natore Pourashava
elections have been found valid,
reports LINB. :

In Gurudaspur pourashava,
nomination papers of four
chairman and 41 commissioner
candidates, including 13
women, have been found valid,
election officials said.

The chairman candidates of
Natore pourashava are Adv
Kamrul Islam of Awami League
and local AL publicity secretary
Chittaranjan Saha, former
pourashava chairman Aminul
[Tagque Gedu and Meer Abdur
Rahman.

AL candidates M Amjad
Hossain, union level AL leader
Ariful Islam Biplob, Guru-
daspur thana JP president
Aynul Haque Talukder and S M
Millat Ali will contest for the
post of Gurudaspur pourashava
chairman.,

A good number of ruling par-
ty's Ifront organisations and
some leaders of opposition BNP
and JP have submitted nomina-
tions for 20 commissioner

posts of the two municipalities.
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Madaripur-Shibchar
road link snapped

MADARIPUR.
communication
district headquarters and
Shibehar has remained
sna(g:ped since July when the
road suffered extensive damage
during the prolonged floods, re-
ports APB,

The crucial Madaripur-
Shibchar road has not been re-
constructed even after six
months of the century's worst
lloods,

Sources said the Beelpadma
bridge on the road was damaged
in the floods while the Jilar-
char-Chowdhurirhat bridge
collapsed.

Sleps are yet to be taker for
repair of the bridges, nér any
alternative arrangements been
made [or movement of traffic.

As a resull, some 12 lakh
people of Madaripur. Shariat-
pur and neighbouring areas
lind it very hard to go to
Shibchar, Kaorakandi and
Dhaka. They have to travel an
extra distance of 20 kilomeires
on oot or on board rickshaw-

Feb 2: Road
between the

Vans.

Besides. many have to make
a detour of 77 kilometres via
Bhanga thana to travel to
Madaripur and Shibchar,

The Madaripur-Shibchar
road was handed over to the De-
partment ol Roads and High-
wiays in 1997 lo develop it into a
regional road.

Admission to IHT
stopped

RAJSHAHI, Feb 2
Admission to the Institute of
Health Technology (IHT),
Rajshahi, popularly known as
paramedical college. remained
stopped for last two academic
sessions due to its unscheduled
closure, reports UNB.

"No admission test was held
in the institute since 1997 due
lo campus violence. But the pro-
cess to hold admission test for
the 1998-99 academic session is
underway." said an official,
wishing anonymity.

Crimes on rise in N dists

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, Feb 2: Crimes have
increased alanningly leading to
deterioration of law and order
in the northern Bangladesh,

Al least 796 persons were
killed in the 16 northern dis-
tricts last year.

No person, however, was
killed in political clashes,
sources in police said. Among
other reasons, family dispute,
feud over land. previous enmity
were the main reasons behind
most of the killings,

The districtwise break-up of
the Killings are: 39 persons
were Killed in Natore, while 44
persons in Rajshahi, 70 in Nao-
gaon, 33 in Chapainawabganj,
60 in Pabna, 103 in Bogra, 93 in
Sirajganj, 29 in Joypurhat, 69
in Rangpur, 60 in Gaibandha,
43 in Nilphamari, 26 in Kuri-
gram, 18 in Lalmonirhat, 57 in
Dinajpur, 30 in Thakurgaon
and 22 persons in Panchagarh
district.

There was no political
killing in the northern regime
last year despite incidents of
sporadic political clashes. Most
of the killings occurred due to
feuds over land. family dispute
and abduction.

Our Mymensingh corre-
spondent reports: Three
snatchers were arrested by the
members of Defence Parly from
Akua Chourang turning point
ol the town on Janu 24,

According to police, mem-
bers of the defence party caught
three snatcher red-handed.

They were identified as
Sumnon, son of Hafiz Uddin of
Akua Uttar Para, Mofazzol, son
of Shamser Ali of Akua Bang-
hapool area and Alam, son of
Abu of Akua area.

A country made revolver,
three big knives were recovered
from their possession. Later the
arrested snatchers were handed
over to Kotwali police,

Meanwhile dacoits looted
valuables worth about Taka 20
thousand from a house of vil-
lage Raghunathpur in Phul-
baria thana on January 24.

Another report says: Mis-
creants snatched away Taka
four thousand from Mujibur
Rahman and three brothers at
village Ramnagar while they
were returning home from
Asim Bazar in Phulbaria
thana.
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FARIDPUR: Saraswati Puja was celebrated at the local
Government Sarada Sundari

Women’s College on
— Star photo

Over 1.52cr people do not
use latrine in N-region

From Our Correspondent

BOGRA, Feb 2: More than
one crore 52 lakh 54 thousand
three hundred 72 people out of
lwo crore 98 lakh 52 thousand
of North Bengal respond to the
call of nature under open sky.
This in half of the total popula-
tion in the area,

It was revealed from United
Nation Children's Fund
(UNICEF] and Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistic {BBS). The
figure stands at 51.1 per cegt of
total population in 16 distriets.

Only 34 lakh 32 thousand 9
hundred 80 people use water
scaled hygienic latrine. It is
11.05 per cent of the total popu-
lation in North Bengal. Local

made latrine which is called Pit’

are used by 76 lakh 42 thousand
on hundred 12 people which are
25.6 per cent of the total popula-
Lion in 16 districts.

About 49 lakh 55 thousand

people use hanging latrine, It is
lﬁ.g per cent of total popula-
tion. About 2.3 per cent people
wash their hands with water
only after resﬁnnding of the
natural call, whereas 10.3 per
cent people wash their hands
with water and soil, About 7.2
per cent people use soap after
responding to the natural call
in North Bengal. At least 0.6 per
cent people do not use anything
after the natural call.

Maximum number of people
in Dinajpur district respond to
their natural call under the
open sky. It is 77.6 per cent of
total population in the area
which is 23 lakh 71 thousand.
Minimum number of people of
Natore district respond to their
natural call under the open sky.
It is only 19.8 per cent of the to-
tal population in the area,
which is 14 lakh 55 thousand.

Natore farmers recover

flood losses

NATORE, Feb 2: Cultivation
ol early varieties of fast grow-
in% leaty vegetables this season
helped a good number of farm-
ers recover their flood losses
last year, thanks to the timely
advice and assistance by the
district Agricultural Extension
Department, reports APB.

Farmers in Dastanabad,
Fakuria, Chanpur, Kuriar Para,
Hailgachha, Dallapara,
Harishpur, Lakshmipur and
Kholabaria, said they cultivated
vegetables including cabbage,
cauliflower and radish as soon
as the flood waters receded,

They reaped a good harvest
and the prolit was above expec-
lati:tlm due to good prices, they
said.

AED gave free seeds, fer-
tiliser and pesticide for %‘:‘DW]'H
vegetables on five kathas o
land {approximately 3 per cent
of an acre) under a post-flood
vegetable cultivation pro-
gramme. A total of Tk 9 lakh
was spent under the project.,
they said.

AED said 3,400 hectares of
land were devoted to vegetable
cultivation in the district this
YVEedr,

The district Horticultural
Development Cenire, with
funds donated by the Udyan
Unnayan Prokalpa (ADB) also
took up a programme to help
small and marginal farmers
grow vegetables.

Pabna Jail turns into '‘treatm ent_
centre for drug addicts'

PABNA, Feb 2: Officially it's
a house of detention, but virtu-
ally the district jail has turned
into a treatment centre for drug
addicts, treating 30-35 patients
everyday, reports UNB.

According to sources at the
jail, some 12,000 drug addicts
received treatment from the jail
hospital in last 11 years.

They said some 1,189 pa-
tients received treatment in
1988, 1,125 in 1989, 1,185 in

1990, 875 in 1991, 922 in 1992,
1,017 in 1993, 1.020 in 1994,
875 in 1995, 1,275 in 1996,
1,135 in 1997 and 1,230 in 1998.

In some cases, guardians
themselves come to police for
filing false cases against the
drug addict members of their
families so that they can re-
ceive treatment in the jail.

Police said the number of
drug addicts in the district
marked a rise last year com-
pared to previous years.




