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Trade Fair Window

There is a clear recognition among government
circles that trade has a critical role to play in na-
tional economic growth. Over the years, successive
governments have rightly laid emphasis on in-
creasing exports, but there is also a great deal of
necessity to ease procedures and cost of imports
particularly of products servicing local manufac-
turing industries. But while fiscal measures and
simplification of procedures can go a long way to
boost trade and thus stimulate local industry, the
need to project national manufacturing capabili-
ties to a wider audience, and give local industries
focused exposure to what others have to offer, re-
mains paramount. In this context, the Dhaka In-
ternational Trade Fair (DITF), which since 1995
has become the biggest annual economic fair in the
country, has assumed crucial importance.

The Fifth Dhaka International Trade Fair,
which was inaugurated by Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina day before yesterday, is expected to give a
major boost to the country's trading prospects. The
optimism is based on the fact that companies from
28 countries, in addition to 291 local firms, are
taking part in this year's DITF. The figure for for-
eign participation is a substantial increase over
the previous year, when the DITF attracted compa-
nies from 19 nations. Interest in the DITF among
local companies has been phenomenal this year,
with 776 firms applying for space. All these suggest
that the fair has caught the imagination of those
who matter, both at home and abroad. It also
shows that Bangladesh, as a source of, as well as a
market for, manufactured goods, has placed itself
firmly on the global map.

While the DITF goes from strength to strength, it
IS necessary to ensure that the image projected
through the fair is enhanced. Local products on
_display at the fair are likely to determine percep-
tion of potential foreign buyers about the overall
quality of Bangladesh manufacturing. Potential
investors would also obtain a clear picture about
the efficiency of local management, labour and the
cost of opération through their evaluation of prod-
ucts on display. Therefore, it is vital that local
firms strive to improve the quality of their prod-
ucts and ensure an attractive price through effi-
cient management and production at the plant
level. The DITF provides an excellent window of
opportunity to increase trade and attract invest-
ment, but this window could shut as suddenly as it
has opened. This is one opportunity Bangladesh
cannot afford to miss.

Sombre, Yet Festive

The Ekushey Book Fair is about to get underway
at the Bangla Academy premises as a major cul-
tural event with strong commemorative moorings.
Since it reminds us of the martyrdom in the 1952
Language Movement on a forward-looking note
about how we have fared with our books, there is
an element of robust futurism to the event. We try
to repay our debts to the martyrs in solemn re-
membrance of their deeds by putting on display a
wealth of books bearing testimony to the ad-
vancement of Bangla language as a medium of
knowledge dissemination.

The Book Fair over the years has emerged, as a
matter of eclat, something of a cultural gravita-
tional point — a rendezvous, at it were, for writers
behind the books and their admirers who might
not all turn out to be enthusiastic buyers when the
books are closed. Even so, our otherwise troubled
publication industry receives a boost, not merely
by some instant purchases and supply orders
placed with them but also for the impressions cre-
ated on the visitors, including foreigners on a
jaunt who are exposed to various titles — Bengali
books carrying properly translated English titles,
too. The experience is a peep into our arts and cul-
ture.

So, we would like the Ekushey Book Fair to be
festive and colourful on top of being businesslike
and sombre. Some instances of rowdyism had been
observed in and around the book fair venue in the
past, but last year it was something of an exception
because Bangla Academy had it confined to its
premises and more or less did away with non-book
stalls of variegated kinds.

. It would be in the fitness of things, we believe,
that the fair is not overly insulated and totally
bereft of fanfare, colour and montage. Let there be

festivity, but not at the expense of security, decency
and order, of course.

The Sticker Question

When the first announcement came from
Bangladesh Road Transport Authority (BRTA) for
procuring coloured stickers for private and public
vehicles about a month back, the transport owners
were thrown into confusion. After press reports
criticising the annouricement were published,
BRTA came out with a clarification which again
proved inadequate. Now BRTA has once again an-
nounced that three types of stickers have to be ob-
tained by private and public ti insport owners to be
properly displayed on each vehicle. The process is
supposed to start from tomorrow, February 4,
1999. Each token will cost an additional Tk. 40
over and above the prescribed annual fees for road
tax, fitness and route permits.

Presently a white token is issued free of charge
when road tax is paid by the owrers. The an-
nouncement has given rise to some pertinent ques-
tions which seek answers immediately. Is the new
system applicable only for transports registered in
the capital? Are all post offices authorised to issue
stickers meant for road tax, if not who will go
where? Has the BRTA its branches in all the 64 dis-
tricts of the country? If not, where would the own-
ers go for fitness and route permit tokens? Since
the vehicle owners pay normal taxes, why are they
to pay for stickers separately? Is there any guaran-
tee that these stickers cannot be forged? But the
most important question is whether these stickers
carry a full guarantee to save the owners from ha-
rassment. We would like to know the answers from
the BRTA as early as possible. Because we feel these
are vital information that need to be publicised in
the interest of taxpayers. J
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Reforms Can Help Strengthen Madrasah Education

HE future of madrasah
T education has once again
: become the focus of some
sort of public debate. Since
police investigation into the
attempted murder of poet
Shamsur Rahman unearthed
links between a madrasah and
the so-called Harkatul Jihad
terrorist group, the debate has
raged on two fronts.

On one front, secular opin-
ion outraged by the assassina-
tion attempt has demanded that
madrasahs be brought under
the general education boards.
This has struck a chord with
people who see madrasahs as
breeding ground for religious
fanatics and political extrem-
ists. It remains unclear whether
they are campaigning for clo-
sure of the institutions or their
reforms, but this ambiguity has
probably created the room for a
counter-attack.

On the other front, political
organisations, which rely on
madrasahs to provide a steady
flow of cadres to fill up their
ranks, have termed police re-

orts and statements from secu-
ar groups as a “conspiracy” to
close down the religious
schools. They suspect that clo-
sure of madrasahs may be a pre-
lude to banning of Islamic edu-
cation altogether.

But it is also possible that
these religious fanatic groups
have raised an alarm over
threats to madrasahs in an ef-
fort to gain the sympathr of or-
dinary folks. This would also
divert public attention from the
extremism and intolerance that
breeds fanatics and creates the
conditions in which an assas-
sination attempt on a renowned
poet can be made.

In between, the government
appears to have taken a clear
position that madrasahs would
not be closed down. nor would
Islamic education be discour-
aged. On the contrary, educa-
tion minister AHSK Sadeque
told parliament on Monday
that the government would
conlinue to provide financial

There is little scope or reason for anyone to call for “closure” or “banning” of madrasahs, even less
of Islamic education as a whole. But what the debate does need to focus on is t’:e manner in which
madrasahs are being used by extremist political elements for their own partisan ends.

support to madrasahs. Sad-
eque, however, warned that the
government would deal harshly
with any student or teacher of
madrasahs if they were found to
be active in terrorist groups.

This is not the first time, of
course, that madrasahs have
found themselves embroiled in
controversy. During the street
campaign against writer
Taslima Nasreen and the daily
Janakantha in 1994, it was ev-
ident that madrasah students,
organised h]-}: their teachers,
formed much of the crowd. It
was also evident that many of
the extremist religinu—s—pni’;ti-
cal parties, which took to the
streets to call for Nasreen's
head, were based at various
madrasahs.

It was felt strongly at the
time that, madrasahs had in-
deed become hotbeds of a par-
ticular brand of political ex-
tremism, which used religion to
win allegiance of devout young
students. It was alleged then
that teachers including princi-
pals of some madrasahs had
personally motivated their
young students to go on street
demonsirations. In other
words, far from being noble
seats of Islamic learning, the
madrasahs had been turned
into schools of intolerance and
bigotry.

The attempt on Shamsur
Rahman's life was probably the
most serious assault on liberal
and secular thought in
Bangladesh since the mass
murder of intellectuals in De-
cember 1971. This was not onl
an attack on a person but on all
the enlightenment and pro-
gressive values for which Rah-
man stood. If the would-be as-
sassins and their mentors could
be traced back to madrasahs,
then a reaction against the ex-
tremist groups would naturally

spill over into anger against the
institutions themselves.
However, such reactions and
anger need to be voiced with a
measure of reason and wisdom,
because madrasahs or Islamic
education itself has never been
the cause of the intolerance that
some political groups display.
The problem lies elsewhere.
Recent press reporis about
thousands of terrerists being
trained at the Lalkhan
Madrasah in Chittagong now
look to have been a major hoax.
There is hardly any evidence on
the ground to suggest that the
madrasah was ever used as a
terrorist base or training camp.

=

acter of madrasahs, there has
never been any public discon-
tent towards these institutions,
This remains the case even
when the vast majority of fami-
lies in Bangladesh prefer to
send their children to general
schools where the education is
[ocused more on the humanities
and sciences,

People have traditionally
looked upon madrasahs as nec-
essary compliments to the gen-
eral, secular primary and sec-
ondary schools and not as ri-
vals, Many families even send
their children to general
schools after putting them
through lew years of madrasah

Che Cutside tory

But what these siories have
done is to inflame passion on
both sides of the debate, and
throw a smokescreen over the
real issues,

One such "real issue” is the
way madrasahs are used by re-
ligious bigots to fan intoler-
ance, and breed cadres for vari-
ous extremist political groups.

The British colonial rulers
introduced the modern version
of madrasah education in Ben-
gal when the Aleya Madrasah
was established in Calcutta.
The idea was to provide a spe-
cialised school of Islamic
teaching, with the goal of pro-
ducing Islamic schcﬁars as well
as allow ordinary families the
opportunities to provide reli-
gious education to their chil-
dren.

Given the basic noble char-
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education, Besides, many
macdrasahs operate as schools
altached to orphanages, provid-
ing a home and education to or-
phans. Without such supports,
these orphans would have been
condemned to a life of misery.
Over the years, successive
governmenis have supported
madrasah education with fi-
nancial grant and other sup-
ports. In fact, budgelary alloca-
tions to madrasahs in recent
years have increased to a stage
comparable to grants made to
primary and secondary educa-
tion. Governments have also
pursued a "hands-off” policy
towards madrasahs and al-
lowed the Madrasah Board to
exercise a great deal of auton-
omy. One problem is that, while
‘Aleya' madrasah are recognised
by the government, the '‘Quomi’

madrasahs are not. Together,
they have some two million
Students whose education is
barely supervised by the gov-
ernment.

Given such circumstances,
there is little scope or reason
for anyone to call for “closure”
or "banning” of madrasahs,.
even less of Islamic education
as a whole. But what the debate
does need to focus on is the
manner in which madrasahs
are being used by extremist po-
litical elements for their own
partisan ends. The government
would certainly not allow
teachers of primary or sec-
ondary schools to use the stu-
dents or the premises to serve
their own political a%enda. The
same principle should apply to
madrasahs.

What the recent spate of
statements and counler-state-
ments has demonstrated is that
madrasahs do need some sort of
scrutiny from the government.
But the scrutiny needs to limit
itself to whether the institu-
tions are being used by teachers
as political platforms, whether
students are being organised for
political acts, whether terrorist
groups are able to shelter in
their premises in the guise of re-
ligious groups etc.

In addition, it is also neces-
sary to scrutinise the curricula
and teaching methods of
madrasahs, to see if these are
designed to turn impression-
able children and young men
and women into fanatics driven
by intolerance and hate. The
government may consider for-
mulating a certain teaching
guidelines for madrasah au-
thorities to follow including a
mandatory subject on the secu-
lar nationalist values of the
Liberation War. This is neces-
sary to imbue pupils with na-
tional, patriotic values.

The government may also
consider expanding the
madrasah curricula and incor-
parate more humanities and
science subjects, while keeping
the existing religious education
intac: This is necessary for the
students as well, since they
would be going into a world
where a good grasp of modern
subjects would be necessary for
them to succeed in higher edu-

cation and the job market.
Aunother AsSpect ol

macdrasahs that needs govern-
ment monitoring is the source
of any foreign funding they re-
ceive. Madrasahs receiving vol-
untary private donations from
foreign nationals may not be a
bad thing; but if these funds are
being provided for political
purposes then the government
certainly has a duty to investi-
gate.

The government now needs
to think hard on ways to moni-
tor and supervise the way

madrasahs are run. This is nec-
essary lo prevent these institu-

tions from being used by ex-
tremist political groups. The
hands-olf policy has appar-
ently failed, and it is necessary
that the Ministry of Education
monitors the way teaching is
done. whether there is any po-

litical indoctrination involved
or 1ot, whether students are or-

ganised by teachers to serve po-
liticau purposes or not etc.

In other words, what civil
society ought to camclaaign about
is reform of the madrasah sys-
tem, rather than its abolition.
In fact, such reforms should be
welcomed by madrasah princi-
pals and teachers because these
would strengthen them, not
weaken them. The religious ed-
ucation they impart would then
be appropriately placed within
the context of the modern
world.

To achieve this goal., both
the government and madrasah
aulhorities need to discuss mat-
ters dispassionately, with only
the interests of the students and
reputation of the institutions in
mind.

Sick' Yeltsin and Sickening' Russia: What Next?
by AMM Shahabuddin

Undoubtedly, Yeltsin is gradually losing his grip over the whole situation. It's really difficult to
pin-point who controls whom. Is it the current Prime Minister Primacov, or some army
General befiind the scene?

" O be, or, not to be?"
I That's the burning
question that is
haunting not only Boris

Yeltsin, the 'sick' President of a
more ‘sickening’ Russia, but
also his friends and well-wish-
ers at home and abroad. But a
right answer to this vexed ques-
tion seems to lie much beyond
his reach. Since Yeltsin was
thrown into the 'orbit’ of power
by his 'distant friends'
lobviously, not masters) during

the failed big putsch in 1991 by

the hard-liner Communists and
their allies to oust Gorbachev,
he had been ruling the country
with a free hand, with the help
of an able Prime Minister Vic-
tor Chernomyrdin. But he was
disnmisséd most unceremoni-
ously and unexpectedly by
Yeltsin in March last year.
Some critics observed that with
the dismissal of Cher-
nomyrdin, Yeltsin has also
'dismissed his own future',
Meanwhile, Yeltsin, who
was projected by the Western
media, in an orchestrated me-
dia hype during his presidential
campaign in 1996, as a 'jolly
good robust' fellow, developed
serious physical illness’, much
graver than his ‘political ill-
ness’, although the latter was
chasing him with a dark
shadow which he could not
dismiss totally. His frequent
‘hospital visits' and resting in
‘asylums’' outside Moscow gave
out wrong signals about his fu-
ture, both physical and politi-
cal, raising questions about his
capability to run the state af-
fairs, But Yeltsin proved boldly
by his subsequent actions that
he, and nobody else, was in full
control and was 'capable' to run
the ‘'show.' He started 'cleansing’
the ‘'mess’ by dismissing one
Prime Minister, replacing him
by another, again removing
him, relieving the state security
chief, so on and so forth. The
West, particularly America, was
anarenti}r happy to see 'agility’
of the man in Kremlin, they
have trusted so much that they
had invested billions of dollars
in Russia. 5o they have a great
stake in Russia, and for that
matter, in Yeltsin. But the cycle
of tides and webs has its own

course of action. Things didn't
look up as desired, both for
Yeltsin and his friends. "There
are many things between earth
and heavens” which we don't
know,

Change of Pilots Not

the Engine
After dismissin{g Cher-
nomyrdin in March last year,
Yeltsin appointed a young man,

Sergi Kirtenko,.as a new Prime

Minister. But within a couple of
mornths, the poor fellow, before
he could adjust his ‘musical
chair’ properly, was removed
and brought in there the earlier
dismissed Prime Minister
Chernomyrdin again. Giving
his sad experience Kirienko
told pressmen hours before his
dismissal that, he knew that he
had "stood by policies of politi-
cal suicide.” His so-called 'sui-
cidal' policy included his deci-
sicn "to cut the rouble from the
dollar beg" and "a freeze on bil-
lions of dollars of government
debt," which he considered as
the "only possible response to
the crisis.” Meanwhile, the
score has changed and the
Prime Minister's office is cur-
rently occupied by another new
face, Mr Primnacov (who knows
when he goesl). In the context, I
would like to share a popular
joke with my readers (if irrele-
vant, just forget it) : At an air-
port, walting passengers were
told that the flight would he de-
layed further due to some
‘engine trouble'. Then after a
couple of hours, passengers
were requested to be on board,
as the plane was now ready to
take off. One curious passenger
asked a flight official: 'Did you
change the engine? Prompt
came the reply: 'No. We have
changed the ii/nt'. 50 Yeltsin is
changing, rather trying, one 'pi-
lot" after another. But the poor
pilots after flying a while return
to the base with continued

‘engine trouble.' It's indeed a
risky joh!

Economy — a Horror

Picture?

The Russian economy today
is at its lowest ebb. The ‘rouble’
is literally lost in the ‘rubbles'.
‘Galloping' inflation with the
free fall of rouble, sky-rocket-
ing foreign debt of over 100 bil-
lion US dollars and a huge in-
ternal debi of 400 billion rou-
bles, continued food shortage,
recklessly rising unemploy-
ment, accompanied by beyond-
the-reach price-hike, and in-
creasing street crimes, — all to-
gether give a most depressing
picture of today's Russia. Even
the employees working in dif-
ferent government and non-
government organisations have
riot been paid their salaries for
months together. Once hon-
ourable citizens of a highly
prosperous country — a super
power— are seen either begging
on the streets of Moscow or sell-
ing their household goods to
buy food-stufi. Poverty is writ
large on everybody's face except
the 'neo-rich’ class. It just can't
be called a 'mess', It's a "horror
picture’ of a totally devastated
ecoriomic scenario. How can
this almost ‘dead’ economy can
be resurrected to put a new life
in the Russian people?

On one hand. America is {n-
sisting that Russia should go
ahead with its economic re-
forms programme, on the other,
US-dominated IMF, which of-
ten jumps in with ‘'bail-out’
loans for ailing nations, is now
feeling shy, to get involved in
the Russian ‘'mess'. The IMF had
already 'frozen’ disbursement of
a sanctioned loan of USS 670
million, perhaps keeping an
option' to release the loan in
installments according to the
suitability of the situation. The
western observers. however,
think that Russia needs finan-
cial assistance urgently to sta-

d

bilise its markets and 'shore up'
its 'sinking’ rouble.

IMF : Why this
'Shyness'?

As they say, "once bitten
twice shy". Has the IMF been
bitten’ recently? Perhaps Being
slung by the criticism' of its
mishandling of Asia's economic
crisis, says an western analyst,
IMF is keeping a safe distance
from the ‘'fire'. Japan's Deputy
Finance Minister, criticising
IMF's role in Asia and Russia's
economic debacle, said that its
reform prescription means
‘market fundamentalism" and
'US dominance”. Hence IMF is
following a policy of 'wait and
see.” But according to some
analysts, IMF now "appears to
be using the crisis to force
Russia to undertake some of the
tough measures it has advocated
in the past."

A manager of an western fi-
nancial organisation, which
has invested some USS 180
million in Russia, was [rus-
trated when he was quoted as
saying that it was "a clear sign
that Yeltsin had completely lost
his grip on the whole situa-
tion... A sign that the country is
in complete political chaos.”
Even a Moscow Radio commen-
tator had said some time back
that Yeltsin had now "turned
into a clown. He has no credi-
bility, no trust.”

Under the circumstances, if
Yeltsin goes out, as he seems to
be at the end of his political
journey, what happens next?
The West, particularly America,
has three aptions before it.
First, to accept a former com-
munist-turned nationalist
hard-liner Chernomyrdin, as
the next Russian leader in place
of Yeltsin. Secondly, to accept
communist party chief,
Gennedy Z;.ru%annv. who came
second to Yeltsin in the last
presidential election. Thirdly,

to 'trade’ ideas with an ambi-
tious General, Alexander Lebed,
who came third in the presi-
dential election. Yeltsin ap-
pointed him as Russia's Secu-
rity Chief, but he was subse-
quently removed from the pres-
tigious position when he picked
up a 'row' with then Interior
Minister Kulikov, who was
more close to Yeltsin. It would
be a tough job on the part of
America to select their 'man’ for

. Erooming’. One.thing, however,

is certain that America won't
accept the Communist chief as
the decision-man in Kremlin,
when already the Russian Par-
liament {Duma) is dominated
by the Communists. So the field
will be left open with either
Chernomyrdin or General
Lebed. But if neither of the two
agree to 'tread’' the US-laid
track, then America would have
to search for another 'Gor-
bachev’ or 'Yeltsin' to suit their
strategy in Russia.

Albright's Moscow
Visit: All Not Bright?

When speculations are ripe
that Yeltsin, because of his fast
deteriorating health, both
physical and political, 'might
not be able to see out his final
term’ which ends by the middle
of next year, the US Secretary of
State Albright had paid re-
cently a three-day sort of 're-

connaissance’ visit to take
ystock of the whole situation.
Her 'mission’ included: seeking
to offer 'balm' to the 'ailing’
economy, to ‘check' on 'sick’
Yeltsin's health, and last, but
not the least, to hold talks with
"a string of ailing Yeltsin's
probable successors." Unfortu-
nately, Albright who came all
the way from Washington 'to
check” on Yeltsin's health didn't
meet the hospitalised man and
just talked with him on
telephone. But her 'talks’ with a
string of Yeltsin's probable suc-
cessors reveals more than it
hides. 'Actions speak louder
than words', so goes the saying.
Undoubtedly, Yeltsin is
gradual]r losing his grip over
the whole situation. R's really
difficult to pin-point who con-
trols whom. Is it the current
Prime Minister Primacov, or
some army General behind the
scene? In 1996, while in a simi-
lar shaky position, Yeltsin,in
an interview, told a German
newspaper that "a new coup d
etat is possible in Russia." but
hastened to add that it "has no
chance of success.” Perhaps he
is now on a wet turf and not in a
position to be so categorical. So
the gathering storm is ominous.
Ambitious Army Generals, like
Alexander Lebed and others are
wailing on the aisle. Only the
next move by America, after
Albright's talks with "probable
successors”, will show what
shape of things are coming to
dominate Russia's future politi-
cal and economic scenario. Till
then Kremlin watchers will
have to sit cross-fingered. The
‘drop-scene’ may not be far off,

(News)paper-less
days

Sir, Recently while address-
ing a conference of the
Bangladesh Sangbadik Samity,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
said that she could not conceive
of the idea of passing three con-
secutive days without newspa-
pers. She was expressing her
concern over the complete
newspaper shutdown during Eid
holidays.

We appreciate the PM's con-
cern and would urge upon the
newspaper managements to
make special arrangements to
bring out newspapers on Eid
and other holidays.

Meanwhile it is heartening
as well as assuring to learn that
our Prime Minister starts her
day with a cup of tea and a bun-
dle of newspapers which she
reads and reviews for taking
appropriate action on the basis
of the reports published in the
nNnewspapers.

M Zahidul Haque
BAI,
Dhaka-1207

Cause and effect

Sir, 1 would differ in ap-
Frﬂach from the DS editorial
Jan 24) to the Hruhlﬁm our in-
tellectuals and liberals are hav-
1n% for quite some time with the
religious ‘fundamentalists’,
which is alleged to have re-
sulted in the physical attack on
one well known poet by an al-
leged international group of Is-
lamic terrorists, now training
and operating in Bangladesh. Is

Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,,

——

this the tip of an iceberg?

[t was emphasised that
deeper intelligence and security
activities — handling the ‘ef:
fects'. What about the 'causes'
which led to such desperate
measures as physical assaults?
These fundamentalists have
been under intense propaganda
campaign and provoca
their opponents.

€ causes cannot be ig-
nored, suppressed or distorted.
The causes are very much facts
of life — the master plan for op-
eratton, however objectionable,
These causes and motivations

have to come out in the open or

public discussion and debate
and joint sessions to reduce the
communication gap. Without
understanding the problem,
there can be no satisfactory so-
lution,

Motivations, in any camp,
are tricky and complex affairs.
and have to be clearly analysed
and understood. Both sides can
use force and suppressive mea-
sures, but the cause may not
simply vanish in the air.

Religion is based on faith,
hence both the head and the
heart must be used together by
those who claim to sit over
judgement. People are ready to
give their lives for objectives
they believe in, hence no deter-

rent is completely effective.

Condemnation, confrontation
and prosecution are not the
only solutions. Possible con-
version and persuasion also
play an element in peace mak-
ing. Any dialogues so far? Why
not?

This is not an isolated
movement. Even the super-

on by

L - - —_—

power Is al its wit's end how 1o
confront international terror-
ism. Now it appears to have
nested in Bangladesh, for dif-
ferent reasons. The charged sit-
uation appears to be only the
beginning, and is grave. I-i’;.-ncﬂ
the steps towards peaceful coex-
istence have to be carefully
planned.

If the intention is to 'wipe
out’ the offending point of view,
then terrorism has to be met
with terrorism, by whatever
other name it is called and
pmpa_ﬁated (the United States is
not officially indulging in ter-
rorism against some nations or
groups!).

Therefore look at the ice-
berg, not simply at the tip.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

NOC on
environmental

protection

Sir, A news published in the
DS of 24 January was interest-
ing, me because it was about a
decision of a grassroots repre-
sentative, a Union Parishad
chairman affecting the decision
making of the top level decision
making body, the ECNEC.

A 20 crore taka renovation
project of the Natural Gas Fer-
tilizer Factory (NGFF) at Syl-

- het, provisionally approved in

a pre-ECNEC meeting could not
be approved by ECNEC due the
failure of the factory authority
to submit a No Objection Cer-
tificate (NOC) on environmen-
tal protection from the local*
government authority, This re-

- authority has been ign

quirement of NOC was made
obligatory by an environmen-
tal law introduced by the Min-
istry of Environment in July
last year. The chairman con-
cerned did not issue an NOC to
the mmpanry demanding the as-
surance of compensation for
people who would be affected by
the factory waste, employment
for the local lpe:uple and that the
factory would not cause envi-
ronmental pollution.

Although the project has
been delayed because of the UP
chairman's decision not to use
the NOC before realising the
demands he placed, 1 don't
think the chairman is to blame
for this. Even if the demands
are not valid that should be re-
solved through investigation
and' negotiation through a
proper mechanism.

I would: like to appreciate the
chairman for his responsible
decision concerning his people
and environment. I think the
exercise of the newly given
power to him should be re-
spected for the shake of effec-
tiveniess of the law. At the same
time this respect is necessary
for the empowerment of the lo-
cal government.

However, the UP chairman's
ored ul-
timately in the same event. The
NGFF authority, later, has
managed to procure an NOC
from the TNO concerned and
expecting the approval of the
project in the next ECNEC meet-
ing. This raises suspicion about
the effectiveness of the law.

Fazley Elahi Mahmud
8/ 1, Jigatoala, Dhaka
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Politically

Abul A Ahmad

The white rage and shocked
indignation of the public at the
reventible assault on a well-
nown intellectual and poet
(believing in aucularismF by
mushrooming religious extrem-
ists has been amply conveyed
li*:% the tone of a columnist the

e Datly Star (Jan 27).

The state intelligence ma-
chinery was caught napping,
and the unpreparedness has
also been exposed, with one un-
comfortable but inescapable
conclusion ; the lack of coordi-
nation amongst the state intel-
ligence agencies. On the other
hand, it needs to be pointed out
that, on the contrary, the polit-
ical intelligence service is su-
per-Ryper sensitive, and the re-
sults of its covered operations
and actions are well publicised
in the press by the prosecuting
and the victimised groups.

There could be delicate rea-
sons for the official indiffer-
ence. It is the political sensi-
tiveness of the issue (it is more
than a mere 'criminal case).
This sensitivity has now in-
creased topically, due to the
current combined agitations of
the opposition parties against
the party in power to dethrone
it prematurely, before the com-
pletion of the official term of
office. History has the nasty
habit of repeating itself incre-
mentally at awkward moments.

The issue (e hate campai
unleashed on fthe 'fundamental-
ists' for years, looking from an-
other angle) is not new. Charged
and bottled emotions (positive
or negative] seek normal out-

lets, and in the absence of the

normal channel, abnormal out-
lets are used, an example of
which has %ust been seen by the
nation in the assault attempt.
Psychology and mass psychol-
ogy are involved, and these
have be analysed carefully and
plans drawn up to contain the
situation. One aspect is more or
less clear : it is difficult to ob-

tain political consensus on this
issue, for combined national
action against those who be-
lieve in terrorism, violence,
and killing. These are now a
global trend. It is easy to mess
the up the charged situation
through hasty deterrent opera-
tions: as such actions might
provide a handle to the oppo-
nents to aggravate the situa-
tion. But preventive and con-
tainment measures have to be
taken for pubic safety and secu-
rity.

yFnr the party in power, the
maifn opposition party is not
the only threat, hence there can
be no justification for neglect-
inﬁ the intelligence work in
other fields, thereby indirectly
allowing scope for this sudden
attack on a single personality
(with a hit-list publicised in the
press).

Personal and individual
freedom and liberties are at
stake today in this country, and
the onus is on the state to take
drastic measures, to boost up
public confidence, not only in
day-to-day governance, but to
nip future anti-public actions
in the bud.

Let us all pray the episode
will not snowball, and it is not
too late to take actions which
work peacefully. Not only
moral courage is required to de-
cide on the right and neutral
way to judge and prosecute, but
solid background support is re-
quired, and not merely many
isolated islands of support.
This may be difficult with the
continued political unstability
the nation is riencing since
the beginning of the decade.

But the state should not feel
cornered; and at the same time
not agﬁravate the situation with
more hate campaigns. The gen-
esis is not difficult to identify ;
hate campaigns for years to-
gether has built up a syndrome
which will take time to wipe out
and return to normalcy.
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