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The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court will hear a
contempt petition filed by the
President of the Supreme Court
Bar Association against Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina today,
court sources said.

The Appellate Division noti-
fied the Attorney General to
remain present at today's hear-

By Special Correspondent

ports he alleged that it was a
contempt of the court on part of
the prime minister because of
her remarks at a January 29
news conference on bails
granted by the High Court and
guestioned its justification.
The prime minister report-
edly made her comments on the
basis of newspaper reports that
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Alleged remarks on judiciary by PM
SC to hear contempt
petition today

Wazed, the Hon'ble Prime Min-
ister of Bangladesh, published
in the 'Daily News Papers’ upon
you to remain present at the
time of the hearing of the mat-
ter,” read the notice by the Ap-
pellate Division.

This is for the first time that
the country's highest court is
going to hear a complaint
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Hartals aimed
at saving
killers, PM
tells JS

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina vesterday said that fre-
quent hartal calls by some op-
position parties were aimed at
stalling execution of the verdjct
on Bangabandhu Murder Case.

The Leader of the House said,
it was reporied in the local
press that soine fugitive killers
of the Father of the Nation re-
joiced in the United States
when these opposition parties

“enforced” hartals in the coun-
try.

~_She was replying to ques-
ing at 9 a.m. The Bar president  said 1200 persons were granted  against an incumbent Prime uons from lawmakers at the
has also been notified in this bails in various cases in two inister. See vroapead durlig the
* refard .. days in August. Asked, Attorney General ume dlinisters guestion-an-
ShahEEd Mlnar gHabibuI Islam Bhuiyan, “Take notice that the Mahmudul Islam declined to

By DU Correspondent

Three street dramas were
staged at the Central Shaheed
Minar yesterday on the occa-
sion of the Amar Ekushey.

President of the Bar Associa-
tion, on Monday moved a peti-
tion before the Appellate Divi-
sion praying for drawing con-
tempt proceedings against the

Hon'ble Chief Justice has been
pleased to pass an order for
serving notice alongwith a cop
of letter filed by Mr. Habibu
Islam Bhuiyan. President of

comment on the matter.

But sources close to him said
that he had consulted a number
of colleagues, taking their ad-

sSwer tine.

Replying to questions from
Treasury Bench member
Panchanan Biswas and Sultan

Md Mansur Ahmed. she said
o & vice yesterday evening iIn ;Eiﬁa.zr Rahrgan g?ge?éEgﬂémaw
prime minister for her alleged Bangladesh Supreme Court Bar  preparing the défence. 0 the carnage in 2 and now
th;:ﬁf:ﬁ‘éaﬁf;“ t&?ﬁf remarks against the judiciary. ~ Association regarding the Bhuiyan was not available

gramme to commemorate the

martyrs of the language move-
ment.

Three drama groups - Sattik
Natya Sampradaya, Aniomito
Sahitya Sangskritik Goshti

See Page 12 Col 1
— Inside Today
Article
Reforms Can Help

Strengthen
Madrassah

Quoting some newspaper re-

statement uf_ Sheikh Hasina

for comment.

Tk 1.34 lakh of
GMG Airlines
snatched from
inside a bank

By Staff Correspondent

side a bank in the city's Moti-
jheel commercial area yester-
day.
Police quoting the FIR said

==

Moral erosion in edn instts

institutions. yesterday said
stern punishment, not mere ad-
vice, is the remedy for the un-
fortunate malady, reports UNB.

"Moral

Stern punishment only
- remedy: President

clash over the sharing of illegal
tolls.

He said the headline of one
newspaper read "Clash between
professors over distribution of

his party is calling hartals to
save the killers”,

She suspected that the cur-
rent phase of the opposition
movement was aimed at
“toppling the government so
that execution of the verdiet is
stalled”™

See page 11

Alleged abductor |

P i e President Shahabuddin ment college, widely published | 1lled in
Tk 1 131141.1 af:lt-l of Mg Airlines | Ahmed, lamenting the extreme  in newspapers, that the teach-
Ltd, a private airline, from in- | moral degradation in academic  €rs of the college were locked in

gunfight
with police
By Staff Correspondent

: An alleged abductor was
. ifon can't be : :
last might that the incident took St ; s = B ' : killed while four others, includ-
ace ohen Raflgul lslam and | $19PPd by sermon or advice, {0l “- principals offce ran | 00 e perae e
Education abi Hossain, officials of GMG, | "= Enlt 2 hnsam . nunni 2 Recounting the fact briefly | jured yesterday in a_ gunfight
went to deposit the money with e mre-:': it Eﬂsﬂ : ‘nlfnglisdng the President said money col. with police at Bashabo under
Column ; The Outside Sonali Bank, there at about 11 | ¢ s collean oo gL IS cees lected from students of th _ Sabujbagh thana in the city.,
: y the college and university ecle m students ol the gov :
Story am, téachers. ernment college as tuition. ad- Ch;ﬁ;ﬁﬁ?{?nwgﬂg Eﬁ;f_ﬁ;ﬁs{?
. The President was inaugu-  mission fee etc. will have to be ) * kil
by Sabir MusEafa har}gt:ﬁrrér Eﬁfm‘::;; iihamﬁl; gtfﬂ rating the National Education PEPSSlEEd with thEi uv?mmr:nt Ei{”ﬁieﬁiiﬁﬁ at his waist dur-
Page 4 the cashier, suddenly the mug- E{?:]lfﬂtrenc? E‘é’(‘igin;_ﬁcd by H“’ lﬁgn* et}éctp:-}nspgfhg- E;%nt:}; Of the wounded policemen,
ger snatched the bag and ran lﬂjg Df N 't}l = ImEr:]d o L'w should be collected.” - one was identified as Sub-in-
away. The two GMG officials | y--0° 8 O Ravonal kducation " he. clash _ : . spector Zia while identities of
-  Week '98, at the Osmany Audi- But the:clash took place L 4 ' -
and others around chased the torium in the morning when the honourable teachers : n e B e | two other constables could not
February 3 snatcher but failed to catch The tgeme ufﬂtrhe t:%:;nference were sharing the money col- | o B ey = —— | be known Jimmediately. They
R (7 T -— him. according to the FIR. fedi | 152 “Timely Education." lected in excess from the exam- | A little girl appreciates bottle gourds as do many in the city's wet markets these days. It ;Erfl {z:ﬂlﬂlli_u.?d to Rajarbagh Po-
Fajr "—'ET 598 o i ?h%?f%f Eﬂ:gﬂrg?ihiﬂ Shaha_ uddin mentioned an  inees of tl}E college over and has never beea in such abundance and so cheap in many years. , _ | Lilﬁﬁiw;;adr.nued to.Dhaka
Zohr Ez--iﬁ 1-15 report last night. HEldenc th Rireptited govern: X P — Star photo by A K M Mohsin | wedical College Hospital where
R ) e he succumbed to his injuries at
|_AST 4-10 4-20 Kamaluzzaman, General around 5 pm. The body was sent
Maghrib | 542 245 ﬁlﬂ“ﬂgftl;j[?dgﬂlg of GMG ﬁ; @, ® F ormer § °* o to the hospital morgue for au-
(et T710_—Tr20 1| linee it lodged « case witn | () tion firm t arm Scrap Sec 54, provision | 3,
Source: Istamic Foundaton | | Mothee] thana o comnection | (VPP OSITIO 0§80 rcPr ra s PYOVISION | 5 i one crtne
i with the incident. Chlef llkely

Announcement

POLITICAL PROTEST: SEARCH
FOR ALTERNATIVES

JOIN OUR PUBLIC DIALOGUE TODAY

Che Baily Star has consistently written against har-

ahead with hartals

By Rezaul Karim

The BNP-led opposition

ties are goin

Elan for a 43-hour nationwide
artal on February 9 and 10, re-

jecting an appeal from the US

ambassador to defer the pro-

gramme.

Ambassador John Holzman
made the appeal to BNP chief
and Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Khaleda Zia on

par-
ahead with their

rammes,” said BNP leader M
Shamsul Islam MP yesterday
evening,

“Though we didn't sit today,
but we discussed our plan by
telephone. We are still unani-
mous and firm not to go for any
change in the plan.” JP repre-
sentative in the liaison body
Kazi Firoz Rashid told The
Daily Star last night,

to join BNP

By Staff Correspondent

Former army chief Mah-
bubur Rahman is likely to join
BNP soon, sources said.

The former lieutenant gen-
eral, who went on retirement
about a year ago, had a closed-
door meeting with BNP chair-
person and leader of the oppo-
sition in parliament Khaleda
Zia at her 29 Minto Road offi-

cial residence yesterday eve-
ning.

of safe custody'

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a discussion yes-
terday called for immediate
abolition of Section 54 of the
CrPC and the provision for safe
custody, which they said led to
violation of human rights and
the fundamental constitutional
rights in most cases.

Safe custody never extends
safety to anyone and the Sec-

decumentary produced and di-
rected by Yeasmin Kabir.
Grameen Trust extended

support to the productien of the
film.

A cross section of people in-
cluding women's rights ac-
tivists, lawyers, journalists,
human rights activists and
academics attended the pro-

leged hoodlums, Guliar, from
Lhe spot.

The clash ensued when a
=ee Pape 12 Col 6

Asma may now

hope to survive
By Staft Correspondent

Teenager Asma Begum may
now hope toc survive with a
lransplanted kidney, donated
by her mother.

tion 54 paves the way for police gramme. The kidney was Lransplanted
: : ; : Sunday as the planned hartals He said the liaison commit- He was made chief of the | atrocities every now and then. Among others, Prothom Alo yesterday in a four-hour
tal since its very itnception. We strongly condemned coincided with the visits of two tee members had turned down army stafl following the turbu- they said, editor Matiur Rahman, Dr | operation at the Bangabandhu
the Awami League for calling hartals while in opposi- US delegations, scheduled for  the US Ambassador's request. | lent events on May 19-20 in The so-called safe custody Hamida Hossain of Ain O Sal- | Sheikh  Mujib  Medical
tion, and we condemn the BNP when it does the same February 6-14 and February 6- The government has further 1996. has no legal validity and it isin ish Kendra, Advocate Alena University.

2 g : 2 ' 1%, intensified its repression on After the May 1996 incident,

Our position is — “we are too poor, too hungry, too

uneducated ... generally too undeveloped” to indulge
in this self-destructive luxury,

We think it is urgently necessary to devise
alternative ways of public protest. With that goal in
S T : O N

:;: ?ﬂ;ﬁ; %ﬂgﬁi;niihi;iﬂii; ift;?;?}% 1 Minto Road since his retire- | pressor and terrorist while our lice custody in February 1997 in | the print media.l
planned a 96-hour hartal dur- planned programmes,” said an- | ment. There was no briefing af- politicians are associated with  Chittagong. The transplantation was
DIALOGUE on ing February 22-25 to resist the ~ other liaison member, *We'll | ter the téte-i-téte that lasted

POLITICAL PROTEST: SEARCH FOR ALTERNATIVES

DATE Today (Wednesday), Feb 3, 1999
VENUE : NATIONAL PRESS CLUB
Time : 2:30 PM

Our esteemed readers are invited to parti-
cipate and share their suggestions with us.

The liaison committee of
BNP, Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-Is-
lami and Islami Oikya Jote has
planned the 48-hour hartal to
press home its four-point de-
mand, The demands include
resignation of the Chiefl Elec-
tion Commissioner. It has also

municipal elections due for
February 23-25.

According to liaison com-
mittee sources, the four parties
are likely to announce the 48-
hour shutdown simultaneously
on Thursday while the one for
96 hours on February 16 from
separate public rallies.

“As of now, we have no plan

to reschedule our agitation pro-

oppasition activists, leaving no
room for us to rethink our plan
for agitation,” he said,

Citing a number of recent
incidents. the JP leader ruled
out any possibility of postpon-
ing their plans for hartals.

“Instead of rescheduling the

continue hartals if the ruling
party tries to foil our already-
planned hartals.”

Sources in the liaison com-
mittee said they were also
chalking out more action pro-

grammes to follow the planned
ores.

The committee is expected to
sit today.

a number of senior army offi-
cials, including the then army
chiel 11 General Mohammad
Nasim, were sacked by Presi-
dent Abdur Rahman Biswas.

BNP sources said this was
General Mahbub's first visit to

about an hour.

A close aide of the BNP chief
told The Daily Star that
Khaleda Zia had asked him not
to allow anyone in her office
room as long as the ex-army
chief was in.

Emerging from the meeting,
General Mahbub was seen run-
ning towards his jeep with its

See Page 12 Col 8

See Page 12 Col 8

practice only due to judicial
discretion, the discussants said.

Emphasising on the over-
hauling of the entire judicial
system, the discussants also
called for an integrated social
movement to contain state re-
pression. State is the main op-

all kinds of corruption and ille-
gal practices, one of the speak-
ers told the audience at the
British Counci! auditorium yes-
terday.

The discussion was arranged
on a film titled Dushshomoy:
Seema Chowdhurir Dharshan
O Mrittu (Rough Times: Rape
and Death of Seema Chowd-
hury). The discussion followed
the screening of the 28-minute

Khan of Manobadhikar Basto-
bayan Sangstha and Meghna
Guhathakurata took part in the
discussion.

The documentary video re-
counts the tragic death of
Seema Chowdhury, a 16- year-
old garment worker under po-

The film tracked down the
trails and witnesses of the case.
It also relied on interviews with
Seema’s mother, brother and a
wide section of people.

Seema Chowdhury was trav-
elling with her boyfriend Hafiz
on October 1996. when police
detained them both under Sec-
tion 54 of the B adesh Code
of Criminal Procedure.

Poor Asma was languishing
at the hospital for over five
months, counting her days, af-
ter her nr;llz functioning kidney
was mistakenly removed dur-
ing an ovarian tumor operation
at the DMCH, an incident that
spurred a flurry of criticism in

done by Prof. M A Wahab and
Associate Professor M A Salam.
“The operation was success-
ful and both the mother and the
daughter (Asma)} are doin
fine,” Prof. Harun-ur-Rashid,
Head of Nephrology Depart-
ment of Bnghabandhu Medical
University told The Daily Star.
“Asma was shifted to the In-
tensive Care Transplant Unit of

See Page 12 Col 5 See Page 12 Col 5
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