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Fleming still not
- 100 per cent

CHRISTCHURCH, Feb 1: New
Zealand cricket captain
Stephen Fleming is back on the
recovery trail after a groin in-
jury but remains in serious
doubt for the opening Test
against South Africa on Febru-
ary 27, reports AP.

Fleming had surge;}{ on the
injury on January 21 after lead-
ing the Kiwis to a series win
over India.

He resumed stretching and
cycling exercises on Friday and
swimming Sunday.

“It's still a little bit tight but
it's coming up pretty well where
it :should be at this time,"
Fleming said Manday.

Basler hits the
headlines again

MUNICH; Feb 1 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): Bayern Munich's turbu-
lent midfielder Mario

Basler is in trouble again
following a fracas in a Bavarian
restaurant at the weekend,
Munich's AZ tabloid reported
on Monday:

The latest headlines for the
gifted but erratic Basler come
only days after his mana%er set
a special training regime for the
injured midfielder,

The 30-year-old was in-
volved in a grapple with a guest
in a restaurant near Munich.

Basler said the man tried to
touch his wife, Iris.

Basler has come in for criti-
cism for the hectic pace of his
social life before.

The turbulent 30-year-old
was dropped from the German
squad for two friendlies in the
United States this week after
criticism for playing cards late
into the night before a friendly
against the Netherlands.

In October he was fined b
Bayern for spending too muc
time at the Oktoberfest beer fes-
tival in. Munich. Last season,
Bayern hired a private detective
to watch his whereabouts.

Bayern manager Uli Hoeness
has said that he thinks Basler
is' too lazy and should work
harder.

Nigerians keep
their fingers
crossed

LAGOS, Feb 1@ A FIFA dele-
gation was reported on Sunday
to be satisfied with facilities in
Lagos as it began a final inspec-
tion to decide if Nigeria should
host the World Youth Cup, re-
ports Reuters.

Another group from the rul-
ing body's Zurich headquarters
had described some hotels ear-
marked for the rent as "poor”.

But organisers of Nigerian
99 said they were confident
Africas most populous nation
would get the go-ahead from the
team led by CONCACAF presi-
dent Jack Warner to host the
tournament, secheduled  for
. April.3-24, e

Emiko Bake, Nigerian '99
protocol officer. said : ‘we're
sure we'll get the hosting. Only
minor errors are left and they
won t take long to put right."

State-run news agency of
Nigeria quote Warner as saying
on Sunday his team was im-
pressed after seeing facilities at
the Lagos venue.

Asian Winter
Games roundup

YONGPYONG, South Korea,
Feb 1: Japan's Gumiko Yoko-
yama captured the gold in the
women's 5-kilometre (3. 1-mile}
cross-country race Monday,
while Chinese Zhang Qing won
the men's 20-kilometre (12.4-
mile) biathlon in the Winter
Asian Games, reports AP.

Familiar with the slopes at
home, South Koreans domi-
nated the women's super giant
slalom and kept the lead at the
overall medal lead with a total
of five golds.

Racing under a windless,
overcast sky, Yokoyama han-
died the cross-counlry course
outside this northeastern South
Korean town in a time of 14
minutes, 22.7 seconds. It was
Japan’s first gold in the games.

Kazakstan's Svetlana
Shishkina came in 19.6 second
later, beating Chinese Luan
Zhengrong by 0.8 of a second in
a sprint to the finish line.

n the men's 20-kilometre
biathlon, China's Zhang missed
three targets but his fast skiing
gave him the edge over Kazak-
stan's Dmitriy Pozdnyakov,
who had missed only two of the
targets,

Zhang's total time was 1
hour, 2 minutes; 53.2 seconds.
He was the second Chinese to
win %ﬂlﬂ in the games.

.. The bronze medal winner;
Kazak Dmitriy Pantov, was the

off in eight

Reiffel's fate in selectors' hands

Steve shown privilege

UNDATED, Feb 1:
Potential Aus-
tralian Test cap-
tain Steve Waugh
may be allowed to
L ———>"=4 join  Australia's
tour to the West Indies without
proving his fitness in a match,
chairman ol selectors Trevor
Hohns said today, reports AFP,

Waugh's troublesome ham-
string injury has been seen as a
possible stumbling
making

month and to his hopes of suc-
ceeding skipper Mark Taylor,
who is widely expected to an-

block ‘to
the tour later this

STEVE WAUGH

nounce his international re-
tiremnent Tuesday.

Waugh, the national one-day
captain, has played only two
tri-series matches. He has been
out of action since aggravating
the injury in a loss to 5ri Lanka
in Hobart on January 21 and
seems unlikely to return to ac-
tion before the Caribbean tour.

cmatch marked

If Waugh, the Test vice-cap-
tain, did not tour it would leave
the path clear for spinner
Shane Warne. who has filled in
as the one-day captain during
Waugh's absence, to take over
the leadership.

The national selectors usu-
ally want injured players to

rove their fitness inn a match

fore picking them for an im-
portant tour, But Hohns indi-
cated an exception could be
made for Waugh.

"That's up to our discretion,”
Hohns said. "We have the option
of haﬁrl%jthem play a game or
putting them through a fitness
test. In some players' cases,
that's what we may have to do."

Hohns declined to be draw
on whether Waugh's fitness
could come into the captaincy
calculations.

He said Waugh's ln]|ury
would be assessed again later
this week before the Australian
squad is mamed for the tri-se-
ries final against England
starting February 10,

Meanwhile, Victorian state
coach John Scholes said that
veteran paceman Paul Reiffel
would be fit for the tour if the
selectors opted to name him in
the 15-man squad.

Reiffel's international future
appeared doomed when he rein-
jured a %min during Victoria's
Mercantile Mutual vietory over
Queensland on ?alurday. That

his {irst appear-
ance since suffering the same
injury in Hobart five weeks ago.

The injury is not as bad as
first thought, Scholes said to-
day.

"During the course of the
game his groin was a bit tight

ut he hasn't re-done {tornj it,"
Scholes said. "He has pulled up
preity well today."

Reiltel has not plaved a Test
for Australia since the loss to
India in Madras in March, after
which he returned home with a
shoulder injury.

He was not initially selected
for the England tour in 1997 af-
ter being considered injury-
prone by the national selectors.

That may also count against
him for the busy two-month
tour of the West Indies, includ-
ing four Tesls and seven one-
day inlernationals,

Bul in Reiftel's Tavour is his
fine record against the West In-

s i s

PAUL REIFFEL
dies. where hie played a pivotal
role in Ausiralia’'s 1995 success
in the Caribbean.

scholes said Reiflel would
riot let the Australians down if
chosen for the toar,

'L guess it's up-to the Aus-
tralian selectors but if he was
selected hewould be right to go
by the lime the team goes ﬁn 1
st over fweo weeks] )" he said.

RIO DE JANEIRO,
Feb 1 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): Fourteen
players were sent
olf in the Mexican
championship at
the weekend while in Brazil, the
only South American country
where the new season has be-
gun., the Carioea |[Rio de
Janeiro) championship started
with a team failing to turn up
for a game,

Bt * there was plenty of other
foatball in Brazil, where the
season begins with a plethora of
tournaments. The weekend's
games saw World Cup coaches
Mario Zagallo and Paulc Cesar
Carpegiani continue successful
starts in charge of Portuguesa
and Sao Paulo.

MEXICO -

Fourteen players were sent
ames on an explo-
sive day in the Verano

(Summer) championship,
the second of the two champi-
onships in the season,

Five players, including
Mexican international Luis
Hernandez, were dismissed as

UNL, better known as Tigres,
beat eight-man Morelia 3-2
away.

Hernandez had already
scored lwice for UNL before his
o3rd red card. The nther players
fee S were Fablan Pena of UNL
and Bustos, Dario Franco and
Jesus Gomez of Morelia.

santos Laguna were another
team to finish with nine play-
ers after having two dismissed
in their 3-1 deteat by America,
who lzad group two,

Cruz Azul's 3-2 win over
Leon kept them top of group one
and Monterrey lead group three
after a 3-0 win over UAG.

Toluca, famous for their’
shirtless band of supporters,
top group four after beating

Necaxa, who won this year's
Invierno {Winter]) champi-
onship in December, The 18
teams play each other once but
are divided . into four groups
wilh eight sides going into tge
knockout stage.

BRAZIL

The Carioca (Rio de Janeiro
state) championship began this
year where it left off last, with a
teamn failing to turn up for a
game,

America-Rio de Janeiro
failed to appear for their pre-

Red card day in

liminary stage maltech away Lo

Volta Redonda, elaiming
they should be among the gight
clubs who qualify directly lor
the first stape proper.

The referee waited hall an
hour before calling off (he
match and Volta Redonda; who

Germans intend
to visit Qatar

LONDON. Feb 1: Germanv s
football association (DFB) still
lan to visit Qatar next month
ollowing new FIFA guidelines
aimed at avoiding any trace of
scandal in the bid to stage the
2006 World Cup, reports
Reuters.

The guidelines warr, all pid-
dinﬁ nations to rediic.: excessive
lob g
risk expulsion fronoy the race to
stage world football’'s: ‘mosi

‘prestigious event.

A (DFB) spokesman said of-
ficials planned to visil Mo-
hamed Bin Hammam, a FIFA
executive commitiee memhber
from Qatar, in mid-February
after advisitig FIFA of their
trip.

"We have a plan for the full
bid committee, including Franz
Beckenbauer, to visit the FIFA
member from Qatar in mid-
February," he said.

This will not change. FIFA
recommendations or no FIFA
recommendations. We are not
doing anything that the others
are not. Anyway, FIFA have
been advised."

The FIFA guidelines are de-
signed to try and restrict bid-
ding nations from visiting the
24 individual members of the
FIFA executive committee, the
body which will decide where
the 2006 World Cup is to be held,
without advising FIFA first.

The spokesman said the
German delegation was review-
ing whether to leave any fights
intended for their Qatar hosts
at home;

"Against the background of
the IOC we are taking a very
careful stance on this question,”
the spokesman added. ;

"We are considering not
taking anything that can be
construed as more than a token

gesture:’
The guidelines also forbids

campaigners from putting on
bid displa%;s at FIFA-ﬂrgaiiised
events such as this year's World
Youth Championships in Nige-
ria.

yving and entertainiig or -

- championship).

B s

Mexico

had not expected their oppo-
nents to arrive, then played a
Lraining game against another
tean.

The Rio federation are ex-
pected to award a walkover vic-
tory to Volta Redonda when
they receive the referee's report.

Last year's championship
erided in a succession of similar
incidents involving the major
sides as they squabbled over
match venues, kick off times
and the order games should be
played in.

The Carioca is one of the
nunmerous championships held
i the first half ef the Brazilian
545011

Former Brazil coach Mario
Zagallo kept his 100 percent
record with Portughiesa as they
peat ltuano 3-1 in the first stage
of the Panlsia (Sap Paulo state,

““4rpboth Rio and Sao Paulo,
the big j $ (Vasco da Gama,
Flamengo, Fluminense and
Botalogo from Rio, Sao Paulo,
Santos, Palmeiras and
Corinthians {rom Sao Paulo)
are exernpt from the first stages
and play instead in the season-
opening Rio-Sao Paulo tour:
namernt.

The weekend's pames saw
Sat Paulo win their third
straight game under coach

Paulo Cesar Carpegiani, who
led Paraguay at last year's
World Cup, as they beat

Botafogo 2-0 to stay top of
group two. In the same group,
Brazilian champions-®

Corinthians lost for the
third time as they were beaten
2.0 by Flamengo.

Santos stayed top of group
one thanks to a goaless draw at
home to Vasco da Gama, The top
two in each group go into the
semifinals.

EL SALVADOR

L.uis Angel Firpo lead the
championship with 10 points
alter beating bottom club

Adatl 4-2. Fas beat Atlante 3-
I to move second, two points
behind the leaders.

COSTA RICA

An injury-time goal by Ger-
ald Drummond kept Saprissa
tr}p of the Clausura, the second
of two championships held in
ihe season. They are one point
ahead wof newly-promoted
Limonense after five games.

‘Investigation (FBI) today

get back

MILAN, Feb 1: Inter Milan's
injured star Ronaldo may cur-
rently be out of action but the
Brazilian ace is planning to
wreak havoc with Manchester
United next month, reports
AFP.

ing intensive training and
physiotherapy in a bid to over-
come a chronic knee Ligament
problem which has dogged him
since the World Cup finals in
France.

After sitting out Sunday's 0-
0 draw at Piacenza, he said: "I
hope that I've found the right

solution, which is to play and to

work more,

"But I feel the need to return
to a normal life once again, and
that means being back ina sta-
dium to ﬂla},r football and not
just to talk.

“After watching this mateh, I
really want to play again and to
help teammates, who are hav-
ing a lot of difficulty."

"My objective now is to be on
top form for the Champions
League.”

Inter face Alex Ferguson's
men in the first leg of their
guarter-final at Old Trafford on
March 3.

The Italian club, who are the
reigning UEFA Cup holders, are
basing their entire season
around Eumfae's top competi-
lion, particularly aﬂer a4 corn-
vincing victory
Real Madrid during the group
phase. -

Perez rejoins
Bastia on loan

BLACKBURN, England, Feb 1
[Reuters/ Internet): Blackburn
defender Sebastian

Perez has returned to his
former club FC Bastia on loan
until the end of the season be-
cause of his daughter's health.

Perez, 26, was keen to move:
back to France because his
daughter was constantly ill in
the cold weather in northern
England.

He made only seven starts in
an injury-hit six months at
Rovers after signing for three
million pounds ($4.93 million)
last August. He scored two goals
and picked up a red card in the
process.

He had previously told
Reuters: "I want to return to the
south of France because my
family is a problem. My daugh-
ter always has the flu because
she is used to the sun but here
she is always cold.”

The deal was completed on
Friday, only hours before the
French transfer window closes,
but was only disclosed on Mon-

day.

Battle betwee
~goalkeepers

: " o

"BONN, Feb'1 (Reuters/ Inter-
net): Germany national team
coach Erich Ribbeck said on
Monday he intends to make the
team's two leading goalkeepers,
Bayern

Munich's Oliver Kahn and
Borussia Dortmund’'s Jens
Lehmann, sit down and end
their war of words.

However, said Kahn. such a
COTDPIOIMmIsSe is unnecessary.

"We can save ourselves the
trouble; because it Is obvious
who is number one. If my per-
formances continue as they
have been, then I will be num-
ber one until 2006.

Others can apply then.,"
Kahn said.

Lehmann, who recently
4:}111&{:1 Dortmund from AC Mi-
an, pointed to shaky perfor-
mances by Kahn in recent

matches against Turkey and the
Netherlands as a reason lor
picking him over Kahmn.
By 2006, both goalkeepers
will be 37 years of age.
Hihbe::ﬁesald it was natural

“the two should compete for top

spol and he was pleased
Lehmann was back in the Bun-
desliga as it would be easier to
see him play.

But Kahn remained the first
choice.

“Oliver Kahn is there for now
and i has wailed long enough
for I[ithat place himself," Ribbeck
said,

1
Coles on FBI's
l1st
SYDNEY, Feb 1: Australian
1OC member Fhil Coles attacked
the US Federal Bureau of
for
naming him on a list of people
it is studying in its investiga-

tion of the Salt Lake City bribes
scandal, reports AFP,

Ronaldo has been undergo- °

over holders"
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._Fir:}rer%tina's. ace Argentine striker Gabriel Batistuta celebrates his strike against Vicenza
in their Serie A clash in Florence on January 31, Fiorentina won 3-0.

—AP/UNB photo

Joy for United, Fiorentina
and Barcelona

LONDON. Feb 1

{(Heuters/ Inter-

net): Manchester
United went top of
the English pre-

mier league for

the first titne this season while
Fiorentina preserved their lead
at the top of Serie A in Italy.

A round-up of the weekend's
dolnestic league action:

ENGLAND

Manchester United replaced
Chelsea at the premigr league
summit after an 89  minute
header from Dwight Yorke saw
them snatch a 1-0 win at strug-
%]in Charlton Athletic on
unday.

United went one point clear
of Chelsea whose 2 1-match un-
beaten league Tun ended with a
1-0 defeat at reigning champi-
ons Arsenal. Dennis Bergkamp
settled a tight matech with an
excellent strike in the 32nd
minute.

On Baturday Newcastle
United prevented Aston Villa
returning to the top when they
beat them 2-1 with England
skipper Alan Shearer scoring
his first league goal for four
months. i , -

The English race is-develop-
ing friito.one of the most exciting
for years with the top four sepa-
rated by only two points.

ITALY
Attilio Lombardo scored on
his league debut and Christian
Vieri struck twice as Lazio kept
the pressure on league leaders
Fiorentina with . a 3-1 win --

their eighth in a row -- at Bari,
The Rome elub remain three

: R R R %
Chelsea's Mar

el Desailly (R)

points behind Fiorentina who
beal Vicenza 3-0 while third-
placed AC Milan stay five
points adrift of the summit af-
ter a 3-2 home win against
Salernitana,

Crisis-hit chammpions Juven-
tus suffered a 1-0 defeat at
Cagliari while Inter Milan were
held to a 0-0 draw at Piacenza.

FRANCE

Girondins Bordeaux demel-
ished title rivals Olympigue
Marseille 4-1 on Friday to re-
place them at the top of the first
division on goal difference.

Elie Baup's stylish team set-
tled the outcome with four goals
in the opening half hour to
move iito pole position in the
two-horse race for the champi-
onship. Third-placed Rennes
remain 12 points off the pace
after a 1-0 win at Bastia.

SPAIN

Barcelona returned to the
m]p of the Spanish first division
following a 3-2 win over ‘

Racing Santander at the Nou
Camp on Sunday;

The viclory puts the Calalan
giants one point clear of Valen-

- cla, whowon 2-1 at

jury-lime goal by Michael

takes possession of the ba

Athletico Madrid on Satur-
day.’ |
Fourth-placed Celta* Vigo
missed the chance to join
Barcelona at the top of the table
after losing 2-1 at Deportivo
Coruna in a match played later
on Sunday.

BELGIUM

Ten-man Genk went top of
the first division after an in-

=l

against Arsenal at Highbury on January 31.

11 duri ng their 1er.sp

Okoth Origi saw them sniatch
a 1-0 home win over in-form
Ghent on Saturday.

Genk, who had Ngoy
Nusumba sent off midway
through the second half, have a
one point lead over Club Bruges
who beat Anderlecht 2-0 on

Friday in ‘a match marred b
cruwdy trouble, ¥

PORTUGAL

Porto, bidding for a fifth
consecutive league title, ex-
tended their lead at the top of
the first division to two points
on Saturday with a comfortable
3-0 away win over |

Farense, who were reduced to
nine men by the final whistle.

A free kick by Romanian lon
Timofte in injury time gave
Boavista a 2-1 home win over
Campomaiorense at home, en-
abling them to move into sec-
ond, a peint ahead of Benfica

who drew 1-1 with Beira Mar on
Friday.

SCOTLAND

Ten-man Rangers stretched
their lead in the Scottish pre-
mier league to nine points on
Saturday but needed two late
goals to beat Aberdeen 4-2 at
Pittodrie. | o il

- Rangers had defender Scott
Wilson sent off in the 58th
minute but an 85th minute

enalty by Jorg Albertz and a
ast-minute goal for Andrei
Kanchelskis settled it.

Second placed Kilmarnock
drew 0-0 at home to Dundee
while reigning champions

Celtic. currently in third,
remain 13 points behind:
Rangers after thrashing St
Johnstone 5-0, '

—AFP photo
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