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DID U KNOW?

(The Professor does)

HAT the most catches innan

innings is seven by Michael

Stewart for Surrey against
at

Northamptonshire
Northampton on June 7, 1957. a
record equalled by Anthony
Stephen Brown of Gloucester-
shire against Nottinghamshire

at Trent Bridge, Nottingham, on

July 26, 1966,

The record for most catches
in a match lies with Walter
Hammond, who held ten (four
in the first innings and six in
the second) for Gloucestershire
against Surrey at Cheltenham
on August 16-17, 1928,

The record for most ¢atches
in-a Test match is held by an
Austlralian, an Indian and a Sri
Lanka. All three held seven
catches — Greg Chapell against
England at Perth from Decem-
ber 13-17, 1974; Yujurvindra
Singh against England at Ban-
igalmﬁ from January 28 to

ebruary 2. 1977 anc?rHashan
Prasantha Tillekeratne against

New Zealand at Celombo from
December 7-9. 1992,

I have Lo suspect the sagacity

of the opposing ceach, All he
had to do was tell his batsmen
to aveoid that particular helder.,
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COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN

Competition-110

v Tick the Correct Answers
Post to The Diily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
Feb 5 '99 and draw shortly

afterwards
| The margin of Australia's recent |
Ashes series win was .
31 4-1 4-0

2| Whois the number one playerin |
women s tennis at the moment?

Hingis Lindsay | Venus

3 | The final of the 1st Asian Test
Championship will be held In

Dhaka Calcutta | Colombao

A | Theeighth SAF Gameswill be held
in i

India: 5ri Lanka Nepal
2 | How many teams are taking pari
inthe Janakantha Premier cricket
league? :
10 12 14
Name
Class ......... Roll No. .......o

School Address .............
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Arjuna Ranatunga
(Sri Lankan captain)
"It I was Murali T wouild

never come back to Australia
On Murali Muralitharan.

India remain
the same

MADRAS, India, Feb 1: India
will play an unchanged team in
the second and f[inal cricket
Test against Pakistan in Delli
which starts on Thursday, re-
ports Reuters.

Pakistan beat India by .12
runs in the first Test which
ended on Sunday.

Team: Mohammad Azhar-
uddin (captain), Sadagopan
Ramesh. V V'S Laxman, Rahul
Dravid, Sachin Tendulkar,
Saurav Ganguly, Navan Mon-
gia, Sunil Joshi. Anil Kumble,
Javagal Srinath. Venkatesh
FPrasad.,

Cannes goalie
taken to
hospital

CANNES: Feb 1: Cannes
doalkeeper Sebastien Chabert
was under observation in hos-
pital ‘on Sunday after being
struck on the head by a missile
thrown from the crowd during
Saturday's French Second Divi-
sion derby ¢lash with Nice, re-
ports Reuters.

The match was abandoned
after Chabert was telled by the
object hurled from the visitors’
section [ull of Nice fans behind
his goal,

Enamul g_udes Sufjo Tarun over Wari

Shahriar Hossain scored his
first ton in the Janakantha
Premier Lea
pirants Brothers Union muster
a_defensible total against Kal-
abagan Krira Chakra in a cru-
cial match at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium yesterday.

Away at the Dhanmondi
Stadium, left-arm spinner
Enamul Haque returned with a
five- wicket haul to inspire

Surjo Tarun to an empathic
eight-wicket win over Wari with
a day to spare.

Shahriar, the in-form na-
lional opener, scored a defiant
101 as the Gopibagh outfit, sur-
prisitigly sent in to bat by their
Dhanmondi counterparts, re-
covered from a horrible start to
a moderate 261 before being all
out in 78 overs, -

Ralabagan skipper Saikat
surprised the audience in the
morning when he opted to chase
d Set target after winning the
loss,

Brothers lost their first
wicket in the fourth ball of the
day when opener Ehsanul
Haque failed to negotiate a de-
livery from Pakistani seamer
Shahid Saeed that kept low and
was trapped leg-before.

One-down Jahangir Alam,
who mainly supported
Shahriar ina 47-run second-
wicket stand, fell next in the
14th over alter scoring only 11
runs. He was bowled by off-
spinner Masudur Rahman.

Middle-order Sanuar, who
scored only six runs, joined Ja-
hangir in the dressing room in
a similar fashion after five
overs when he failed to defend a
straight ball from left-arm
spinner Sharfuddowla Inbe
Shahid.

Brothers were on 61 for three
when Aamir Hanif joined
shahriar-at the crease. The duo
repaired the innings with a 79-
run parinership that saw
brothers going to lunch on 105
for three in 37 overs,

The partnership was broken
on 140 when Hanil played
down while tr}ring le flash
Shahid Saeed. The ball was too
wide which the right-hander
dragged in with an inside edoe.
In his B86-ball vigil, the
Karachi-based cricketer scored
44 with four boundaries:

Shahriar then partnered
left-handed veteran Pakistani
Zahid Ahmed 1o put on a valu-
able 63 runs for the fifth wicket
before the latter was caught by
Harun at backward square leg
olt Fahim Muntasir.

Alter Zahid's departure with
the scoreboard on 203 in the
64th over, Shahriar single-
fiandedly took Brothers near to
the 250-mark during which he
completed his century.

The national opener, who
ook 128 balls for his fifty. took
another 898 balls lo complete his

hundred. which included seven
boundaries. He was unfortu-
nately run out when Brothers
were on 244 in the 75th over
while trying to take two runs off
seamer Saiful [slam, thanks to
Shahid Sared who acted
promptly from the wide mid-off
region,

With his 101, Shahriar. who
earlier slammed five fiflies in
the league, scored 453 runs in
nine matches,

Brothers hopes of reaching
the three-hundred mark came
to an end at that point as the

e to help title- as-

Sports Reporter

remajninghthree wickets fell in
the next three overs for the ad-
dition of only 17 runs.

For Kalabagan, Fahim took
three wickets for 58 runs from
his 14 overs while Shahid
Saeed claimed two wickets for
46 runs. : '

In the other match of the
day, Surjo Tarun, chasing a pal-
iry Wari total of 176, reached
177 for two in 32.1 OVEers,
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Brothers-Bagan fifty-fifty

Total; (all out in 78 overs) 26]

Fall of wkts: 1-1; 2-48: 3-61:
4-140; 5-203; 6-232: 7-244: 8-
246; 9-261

Bowler OM R W
shahid Saeed 15 1 46 2
Saiful Islam 100 1 34 0
Masudur Rahman' 14 2 41 1
Saikat 1H: 3 BY 1
Fahim Muntasir 14 0 58 3
Mushfiqur Rahman 1o 2 27 0

SUR.TO TARUN VS WARI

)
s

Brothers Union's prolific opener Shariar Hossain drives off

the back foot.

thanks to an unbeaten 146-run
partnership between skipper
Minhazul Abedin and Pak-
Istani recruit Akhter Sarfraz.

Minhazul, the former na-
tional skipper, was undefeated
on 77 while Akhter, who joined
the Dhanmondi outfit on Sat-
urday, remained not out on 63.

Earlier, optinig to bat in the
morning, Wari were shot out in
60,3 overs. National all-
rounder Enamul Hague, the
wrecker-in-chief, finished with
five for 31 from 15 overs. He
was ably helped by another
tweaker Arshad Khan of Pak-
istan, who took two wickets for
29 runs.

For Wari;, Pakistani recruit
Tareque Mahmood top-scored
with ‘33 while his compatriot
Aamir Wasim scored 29.

SCOREBOARDS

Scoreboards of the two
Janakantha Premijer League
matches held at different city
venues yesterday:

BROTHERS VS KALABAGAN

(Venue: Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium)

BROTHERS

Shahriar run out 101
Ehsan Ibw b S Saeed {J
Jahangir b Masudur 11
Sanuar b Saikat £
A Hardl b S Saeccd 44
Zalhid ¢ Liten b Fahim 20
Malund ¢ G Al b Fahim 20
Towhild ¢ S Saved b Fahim 12
Shahnewaz rin oul 0
Safiuddin rur o 0
{mran not out 0
Exiras: (b-5.-1b-13. nbh-2. w=-18) e

—Star photo

(Veaue: Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadivm)

WARI

Mushtaq b Anis 19
Sadek b Rafiqul 20
Anup ¢ Anis b Enamul 20
Tariq ¢ Anis b Enamul 33

A Wasim ¢ Sajal b Minhajul 29
Tuhin ¢ Sarfaraz b Enamul %
Biplob ¢ Minthajul b Enamul 24

Nasim ol out 7
Sajib ¢ K Mashud b Enamul |
Mukter ¢ Sarfaraz b Arshad O
Ariful' b Arshatd 0O
Extras: (b7, 1b-5, nb-2 w-6] 20

Taotal (all out in 60.3 avers) 176
Fall of wkts: 1-34: 2-53: 3-96:
4-108: 5-133; 6-158; 7-172: 8-
174, 9-175
Bowler
Anisur Rahman ol 2
Sajal Chowdhury 8 ]
Arshad Khan 152 6
Rafiqul Islam & 1
Enamul Tlogue £5 a
Akhter Sarfaraz 5 O
Minhajul Abedin 3 {

SURJO TARUN

Athar Thw A Wasim 14
N Abedin ¢ Sadek b A Wasim 7
A BSadaraz not out B3
Minhajul not mat (i
Estras: th-1 -1 nib-3 we=5) 11
Tital 'or 2 whkts in 22.1 overs) 177
Fall of whits: [220:9.3]
Bowler 0O M R W
Aamir Wasim 14 0 62 2
Arifuil 1slam 4 (O 45 ]
Nasimn Ahmed 7 0 40 ]
Tarig Mehimud 6 0 43 8
Biplob ] g Ll 0
Anup Kumar 0.1 O 4 0
Result: Surjo Tarun won by

8 wickets.

'-’ Suhrawardy

PERTH, Feb 1: De-
spite the recur-
i rence of a groin
I injury, batsman
J Michael Bevan is

L —d expected to  be fit
to play this week's one-day Lri-
series ngich against England,
Australian captain Shane
Warne said today, reports - AFFE,

Bevan made a successiul re-
turnn from the injury Sunday to
spearhead Australia to a 45-run
defeat of Sri Lanka at Perth's
WACA ground.

Criticised in recent weeks
for his perceived inability to hit
boundaries, Bevan lound the
fence on four occasions on his
way Lo a matchi-winning 72 not
out off just 65 deliveries.

Bevan late fell a twinge in
his grein while fielding and had
to leave the held, Warne, said,
But the captain was confident
Bevan would be back for Fri-
day’'s crucial match against
England.

"He'll be fine for. Friday,"
Warne said. "He just felt a little
bit of twinge. We don’t play until
Friday, and having four days
ofl ‘helps him.”

Australia’s win ended Sri
Lanka's hopes of making the fi-
nals of the triangular series al-
ter the rr:ignin%_ world champi-
on's innings finished on 229
with 21 balls remaining

While: loathe {o change a
winning formula, Warne said

« there could be experimentation

during the remaining two
anies before the best of three
inals series.

“We've got a pood thing going
and should try to keep going.”
he said. '

‘But in the next couple of
games, guys like Casper (last

r—— —

o
e " - -
3 ...-.-_-_q'_.ha-#-;fm-,-ap.-'m ALl ke

" MICHAEL BEVAN

bowler Michael Kasprowicz)
and those sort of guvs will
probably get a game, Casper de-
serves a chance, hie's been bowl-
ing well,"

Warne also praised the per-
formance of Ricky Ponting,
whose all-round performance

was the critical factor in the
match,

Bevan fit to return

Panting was returning from
a threc-imatch suspension after
a brawl in a Sydney bar and his
mood couldn’t have been helped
by a Sunday newspaper story
which detailed claims by a well-
known = Svdney transvestlite
that he had been altemplinig to
dance with her on the evening
in questiorn,

However, the 24-year-old put
the incident behind him and
produced a splendid all-round
performance that earned him
man-ol-the-match honours.

Alter scoring 39, in which he
was dropped on four but alse hit
a splendid six, he made up for
lost time with a tremendous ef-
fort in the field.

He notched one run-out with
a trademark direct hit, took a
spectacular catch and also

bowled 10 well-controlled overs
at a cost of 41 runs, taking the
crucial wicket of Sri Lankan
caplain Arjuna Ranatunga.

Boxer injured

WASHINGTON, Feb 1: WBC
middleweight champion Has-
sini Cherifi, who was 1o defend
his . title Saturday night in a
rematch against Keith Holmes,
has withdrawn from the bout
after suffering a back injury in
his final sparring session in
France, reports AP.

Cherifi has flown to Florida
and will undergo an MRI on
Monday '

Cup soccer

Twelve district teams won
their respective zonal matches
of the Keya Cosmetics Suhra-
wardy Cup youth under-19
football tournament yesterday,
reports APH.

The winners are: Narayan-
ﬁanj. Gazipur, Khulna, Bager-

al, Cox's Bazar, Kushtia, Nil-
Pphamari, Gaibandha, Chit=
tagong, Chandpur, My-
mensingh and Chuadangha.

Narayanganj trounced Mun-
shiganj 6-1 and Gazipur beat
Manikganj 3-1 in Dhaka-B
Zonal matches at the Mirpur
Sher-e-Bangla National Sta-
dium.

In Jessore zonal matehes,
Khulna defeated Madaripur 3-1
and Bagerhat also posted 3-1
vicltory over Magura.

Cox's Bazar beat Bandarban
3-1 in a Noakhali zonal match.

Nilphamari won 4-1 against
Jaipurhat and Gaibandha
blanked Thakurgaon 5-0 in
Rurigram zonal matches.

In Sylhet zonal matches,
Chittagong crushed Habiganj 6-
0 and Chandpur overwhelmed
Laxmipur 8-0.

Mymensingh outplayed Ne-
trakona 5-1 in a Sirajganj
zonal match. The other mateh
of the zone, between Naogaon
and Pabna ended in a poalless
draw,

Chuadanga pot walkover as
Meherpur did not turn up in a
Chapainawabganj zon=! matcl;.

Nat'l jr chess

Enamul Hossain Rajib of
Titas Club took solo lead in the
20th National junior chess
championship securing full five
points after beating Firoz
Ahmed in the fifth round at the
N5C chess room yesterday, re-
ports LINB.

Three players — Ruhul Islam
Boby of Ansar, Debraj Chatter-
jee of Barisal and Abdul Bari of

angail — followed the leader
with four and half points,

Firoz, Udas, Aminur, Sad-
dam, Malek and Khaled earned
four points after the [ifth
round;

In the day's round, Boby beat
Monir, Debraj beat Mustafa,
Bari beat Zahid. Udas beat
Jewel, Malek beat Ratul, Khaled
beat Arman, Saddam beat [m-
rari and Amin beat Karid.

Meanwhile, Zakia Sultana
and Masuda Begum jointly lead
the table of the Zﬂfi'l National
women qualifying chess cham-
pionship securing four and half
points after the day's fifth
round at the same venue.

i the- fifth refimd matches.
Zakia of Ansars drew with Ma-
suda of Barisal, _

Four players — Nazrana
Khan Iva, Farzana Khan Ava.
Alsana Parveen Nira and Fer-
dousi Sultana — followed the
leaders with four points.

The sixth round mateches of
both championships will be
held today at the same venue

Jayasuriya
out of action

SYDNEY, Feb 1. Sri Lankan
opening batsman Sanath Java-
suriya will be out of ericket for
at least six weeks aflter
undergoing surgery on his
broken arm i1 Melbourne on
Monday, reports AP.

While his teamimates arrived
in Sydney lo prepare for
Wednesday's onie-day interna-
tional against England, Jaya-
suriva flew from Perth to Mel-
bourne alter his break conm-
pounded an unhappy and tu
multuous tour for the Sri
Lankans.

Controversial spinner Mut-
tiah Muralitharan is doubtful
for Wednesday's match after in-
juring his groin Sunday, while
Sri Lankan officials were hope-
ful Aravinda da Silva would
return from a call injury.

Jayasuriva suffered the in-
jury when hit by a delivery
from paceman Brendon Julian
i1 Australia’s 45-run win on an
uneven WACA pileh which
knocked the Sri Lankans out of
contention for the tri-series fi-
nals,

As well as a below-par per:
formances on the field by the
world champions, Sri Lanka
has carried a cloud of contro-
versy on the tour.

Muralitharan was no-balled
for throwing and captain Ar-
juna Ranatunga was handed a
suspended six-match ban after
clashing “with umpire Ross
Emerson over the call. _

Sri_Lankan leam manager
Ranjith Fernando said the
players had tried to ignore the
controversy and carry on with
their cricket.

But he said the Sri Lankan
board would hold a thorough
investigation into Muralitha-
ran's treatment by Australian
crowds, media and umpires and
Ranatunga's code of conduct
hearing.

"We could have done without
all the controversy, but [ can't
really comment on that, I'm
bound by a code of conduct.”
said Fernando.

"It's a matter which will be
under the authority of our
board; they will address what
exactly went wrong. They have
to find the root cause and find
out why things like that do
happen.”

Sri Lanka needed to beat
Australia on Sunday to have
any chance of staying alive for
the finals. After Wednesday
against England, it plays Aus:
tralia in Melbourne on Sunday
to C]iDSE'. out the tour.

"It's  very disappointin
Fernando sa:{d, ’“W&I?.Enught %.re
were 1 with some sort of
chance when Sanath had us
ahead of the run rate, but unfor-
tunate incidents continue to
plague us. He was the key."

Pakistan snatch-

victory
India at Chennai.
For India it was a
Srm— miss between the

cup and the lip, For four days
the spectators at Chidambaraim
Stadium and millions of TV
viewers sal on the edge of their
seats biting nails as the men in
flannels fought out a ding-dong

battle for su remacy. The tra-
ditional riv

ry between these

two neighbours in every aspect
of life touched the diz wheigﬁts
Sunday as members nzf'vb

oth the

1

SHAHID AFRIDI

teams were hell-bent to wrerich
victory. The competition was so
fierce that neither side asked
for quarters as they knew no
gquarters would be given,

As it is, the normal rivalry
or attempts to come out on top
in any sporting contest between
these two countries draws
tremendous interest and atten-
Uon of people all over the sub-
continent. And a crickél match
between the two in either coun-
try is the apex of their dream:
For four eventful days all eyes
were glued to the Chennai sta-
dium fonce known as Chepauk),
where the Pakistanis first
played against India in the
1952-53 series under Abdul
Hatiz Kardar and almost
brought aboul their second Test
viciory had not rain intervened,
But the experts who predicted a
lot many runs on this wicket
and harped on winning a 'good
toss were soon proved wrong to
the exient thal the help the
howlers got from the surface
made lite miserable for the
batsmen. This was no bats-
marit's paradise. Except for the
second session of the fourth
day. the picture was different.
the context too. Almost 12 years
have passed since Pakistan
played their last Test on Indian
soil, that at Bangalore when
they won by a narrow margin of
165 runs.

Proving the pundits wrong,
the match took an interesting
turn right from the first day.
Tendulkar and Mongia toiled
hard for survival and refused to
be intimidated as bowlers held
the whiphand. The contest was
very dramatic and, at times so
tneven, that only 1036 runs
were scored in four days at a

ed a sensational
from

A match to remember

Tawfiq Aziz Khan

cost of 40 wickets: So, the pitch
was no featherbed.

In the first session Anil
Kumble, who can hardly turn
the ball, became unplayable.
Saglain Mushiaq. dubbed by
experts as arguably the finest
oll-spinner in the game today,
used his skill and wit account-
ing for half the Indian side that
included the little master Ten-
dulkar in both innings. When
everything looked rosy in the
garden;, Venkatesh Prasad, an
unseemly customer, upset the
Pakistan applecart. Even a
quickfire: century by Shahid

. alter the match. His

SACHIN

Afridi. his lirst in two Tests,
could not take Pakistan past
300. As the target remained
within grasp of a strong Indian
battiﬂg lineup. the contest be-
came lierce, A 'wounded Waagar
Younis spat venom and quickly
removed the Indian openers.
But Sachin and Dravid survived
some torrid moments against
the Pakistani 'speed duo', the
two Ws,

Those who saw the fourth
day dawning with Wasim
Akram bowling to Dravid and
Tendulkar must consider themn-
selves extremely lhucky, because
they, in near future, may not see
such masterly pace bowling in
any form of the pame. Only
Dravid and Tendulkar can
vouch for the brilliance, the
bite. the variety and the hostil-
ity of the spell. With luck Ten-
dulkar survived but Dravid
perished. He was bowled by a de-
livery that elipped his off
stump through bat and pad — a
delivery all pacemen will
dream of but hardly able to
serve. Sunil Gavaskar was right
whien he reminded the viewers
that Sir Don Bradman saw the
reflection of his younger days
in Sachin Tendulkar and con-
sidered Wasim Akram as the
best left-arm bowler in the
game. And we were lucky to be
watching these two against each
other in a fierce cantest. Ten-
dulkar survived but not by
merit alone. The morning ses-
sion niust have been a a0 :til-
lating experience for the play-
ers as well as the viewers and
spectators, Pakistan's sensa-
tional collapse after tea on the
third day almost negated all the
good work dene by voung
Alridi. Inzamam, Youhana an§
Malik. Prasad returned with

his career-best bowling figures
and India were comfortably
placed to achieve a win in more
than two days. A sudden rush of
blood saw both Mongia and
Tendulkar committing grave
mistakes and the rejuvenated
Pakistanis picked up the last
four wickets for only four runs.
A historic win for the spirited
Pakistanis after their dismal
showing in recent Tests against
Zimbabwe and Australia.
Gavaskar looked distraught
_ piece of
advice was indirectly aimed at
Sachin Tendulkar; who had left

18 A et

SAQLAIN MUSHTAQ

the field with pain in the back.
He left the crease at a erucial
time when his team needed only
17 runs with four wickets in
hand. He had done his job ex-
tremely well. How should he
know his teammates will fail to
achieve such a small target? But
that is the beauty of cricket.
Gavaskar must have been re-
membering his own innings at
Bangalore as he was caught at
slips from an innocuous deliv-
ery only four short of which
could have been one of his best
Test hundreds. India lost that
Test by 17 runs. Gavaskar
should have won it for India-

Most of us had seen mav Test
mateches in our lifetime but I

can hardly recount one which
was so poorly supervised. The
umpires, specially Steve Dunn
from New Zealand. proved more
than once. how inane he was,
Ejaz Ahmed's clean caught and
bowled and Saurav Ganguly's
catch by Moin Khan, apart from
a number of controversial leg-
before decisions, are examples
that can be cited here. Azharud-
din, Saglain, Inzamam, Ejaz
and Saeed are all victims of
poor judgment. The other um-
pire was no angel either but he
was more consistent in his de-
cisions. The umpires were re-
sponsible for spoiling this Test
malich and it is hoped we will
1ot see them at Delhi,

I .shall be failing in my job if
I do not congratulate the crowd
at Chennai. Once again they
have proved that spectators are
the heart and soul of any game
and a good crowd can take a
game to the point of unblem-
ished entertainment. '

It was a match to remember;

LJ

A tale of two nations

| ‘ UNDATED, Feb 1
! (AFP/Reuter/In-
: | lernet): Indian cr-
| | icket fans nursed
[ their battered pri-
I | e today; followi-
ng a heartbreaking 12-run loss
to arch-rivals Pakistan in the
first Test in Madras on Sunday.

Bul bitter disappointment
was partly soothed by the
knowledge that while Pakistan
took match honours, the match
was finished withoutl trouble
erupting. .

A Test match that almost
never took place because of the
threats of Hindu militants,
ended with Pakistan running a
lap of honour and receiving a
standing ovation from the ca-
pacity crowd at the Chepauk
Stadium. .

"Only a Test match of such
exciting proportions was re-
quireéd to celebrate the revival
of the Test series between India
and Pakistan," wrote the Hindu
Nnewspaper.

Former Indian cricketer
Kirti Azad said he was glad that
the game of cricket had won.
‘Sport is our religion and it
should be kept away from caste,
creed, religion or nationality,

“The way the crowd sup-
ported the Pakistani cricketers
demonstrated that there are no
enemies in sport. Within our
hearts we know that we are

‘brothers." Azad said.

However, il was altogether a
different story in Karachi as
thousands of cricket fans
thronged the streets to celebrate
Pakistan's win.

Many confectionery shops
distributed free sweets and for-
mer Test cricketers termed the
sticcess an "historic” one.

Crowds of fans roamed about
holding life-size posters of
Wasim Akram, coach Javed
Miandad, Shahid Afridi and
Saqlain Mushtagq.

They danced and sang and
some fired into the air. Traffic
jams were seen at several points
in the city.

Firecrackers exploded in the
Punjabi capital, Lahore, mo-
ments after the last Indian
wicket fell while Pakistan's
players embraced each other in
jubilation in Madras.

'It's a dream victory achie-

ved under the mest difficult
circumstances and 1 con-
gratulate Wasim Akram for his
astute captaincy and the team
unity,” Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB)} chairman Khalid Mah-
mood told:

Mahmood praised the Indian
crowds for their support to the
Pakistan team and the standing
avation.

PCB chairman said the team
deserved Iincentives and re-
wards. :

"They have given a wonder-
ful gift to the: nation,” Pakistani
chiel selector Wasim Bari said.

"We are proud of our team.
Bal Thackeray must be crying."
said cricket %'an Yasir Shahid,
referring to an Indian right-
wing Hindu party leader's vio-
lent campaign before the Test
series.

Former Tesl cricketer Za-
heer Abbas said il was a timely

victory which Pakistan cricket

" "needed badly.”

. Pakistan's legendary crick-
eter Hanil Mohammad said.
"This is the most unforgettable
victory
achieved,”
Akram.

The Test turned out to be an
action reply of the Bangalore
Test when Pakistan beat India
by a mere 16 runs in 1987.

- "Yes, the matech was almost
the same. Saqglain bowled well
and it was Tendulkar's wicket
that brought Pakistan back. It's
a historic win,” said Igbal
Qasini, who spun PaKistan to
win at Bangalore 12 years ago.

Qasim’'s partner in the Ban-
galore win Tauseef Ahmed de-
scribed the Madras win as
nerve-tingling,

lauding Wasim

"It is a tremendous win and
Wasim motivated the team to
achieve this win. I have gone
through the same feelings 12
years ago so | was calm and
never thought Pakistan can't
win,' Ahmed said.

‘It was one of the greatest
moments of my cricketing ca-
reer,” said Pakistan skipper
Wasim Akram.

"We have won. India could
have won as well, but the real
winner in this game was cricket
itself," he said.

There had been fears that

Pakistan has ever

Hindu militant threats and
simmering political tensions
between the two countries
would derail the tour and even
spark communal viclence;

In the end those fears proved
unfounded. The Chepauk
saluted the visitors after one of
the most thrilling matches in
the history of Test cricket be-
tween the two countries.

'l take my hat off to the be-
haviour and discipline that was
shown by the people of Madras,
who came here to watch this
Test,” said Pakistani coach
Javed Miandad.

“They were absolutely splen-
did, friendly and understand-
ing," added that former Test
star.

The Test was won on the
fourth day, which saw the game
swing wildly from Pakistan's
favour to India and then finally
back to Pakistan,

The man-of-the-match
award went to India's star
batsman Sachin Tendulkar,
whose masterful 136 had
brought India to within 17 runs
of victory when he lofted an
easy catch to mid-off.

he remaining three wickets
fell for the addition of just four
runs. |

Akram described Tendulka-
r's seven-hour innings as "the
best [ have seen under pressure,’
but even such stirring praise
failed to lift the Indian hero's
Spirits,

From a purely cricketing
poinit of view, the loss was very
painful to Indians.

Tendulkar had kept the
home team's hopes alive as they
recovered from 82 for five to go
desperately close to the victory
target of 271,

His departure sealed-India’s
fate, leaving the Asian Age
newspaper to sum it all up in its
front-page headline: "Pakistan
defeat Tendulkar."

"l should have reached the
target myself.," Tendulkar said.

"It was my intention to stay
there until the end."

The Indian newspapers on
Monday reflected the sense of
anguish at having come so
close, but also exulted at the

SEETC%laﬂdgécuhd Test begins In

New Delhi on February 4.



