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Instalment facility available

No plan to export
- gas, JS told

State Minister for Energy
and Mineral Resources Prof
Rafigul Islam told the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday that the

_government has no Erlan to ex-
port gas before fulfilling the
country's internal demand, re-
ports UNB.

He said the government's
prime concern is to fulfil the in-
ternal demand, not export.

"We will not export gas until
the internal demand is met,"
the State Minister assured a
BNP MP who expressed concern
over the "government plan to

export gas."

* Re ﬁing to Mojibur Rah-
man Sarwar (BNP-Barisal), he
further said that under the new
model of production sharing
contract (PSC); 12 foreign com-
?a.nles have made 37 proposals

or 16 blocks.
Rafiqul Islam said the

northern part of the country
would get gas thrnuﬁh pipeline
of the Bangabandhu Bridge
from April this year.

The gas through pipeline
would first reach Bangabari
and then other northern parts
of éhe country in phases. he
said.

Power crisis

Rafiqul Islam also assured
the lawmakers that electricity
crisis would be over by the next
fiscal year.

The country was facing the
problem because of the shortage
in power generation, he ac-
‘knowledged replying to a sup-

plementary trom Dr Dewan
Mohammad Salahuddin (BNP-
Dhaka) during question hour in

" Parliament.

Replying to Sarwar Jamal
Nizam (BNP-Chittagong], the
state rinister said that the gov-
ernment has taken steps to set
up new power plants and in-
crease the generation capacity
of existing plants.

"We are doing our utmost ta
end the present power crisis," he
said.

Prof Rafiq said that among
the four planned barge-
mounted power plants, one has
already been commissioned for
commercial operation.

"The remaining three barge-
mounted plants will be com-
missioned by May 1999.," he
added.

He told the House that the
rehabilitation work of the old
plants is going on in full swirig,
"After rehabilitation, the old
plants will have an expanded
capacity of at least'110 MW."

The state minister said 60
MW Shahjibazar, 210 MW Sid-
dhir%anj and 109 MW Haripur
Combined Cycle power plants
will be commissioned by the
year 2001, 2002 and 2001 re-
spectively.

Meanwhile; a number of
plans have been taken up to set
up private power plants. These
include 60 MW Mymensingh

wer plant, 360 MW Haripur
ombined Cycle power plant

and 450 MW Meghnaghat ther-
mal power plant. '

_Lakhs of devotees S(-;ek_'

From Page 1
company.

Opposition Leader Begum
Khaleda Zia offered her muna-
Jat staying in a room of nearby
Ashraf Textile Mill.

Moulana Saad during muna-
Jatin Urdu and Arabic language
sought help from the Almighty
Allah in  preaching Islam
throughout the world.

He also urged for stre En-
ting the command of Allah and
Prophet among the Muslim
Ummah.

A large number of women
and children also took part in
the munajat sitting on the roof-
tops of nearby houses and high-
rise buildings.

Movement of all kinds of
motorised vehicles from Air-
port to Joydevpur Square re-
mained stalled as thousands of
people rushed toward the Ijtema
ground on foot. The movement
of vehicles resumed after the
conclusion of the munajat.

The devotees also faced
tremendous difficulties in re-
turning home as all modes of
transports were packed. They
had to struggle hard for getting
a place in the buses, mini-buses
and trains.

Bangladesh Railway oper-
ated a number of special trains
between Dhaka and Tongi for
transporting the ljitema devo-

Rickshaw

From Page 1

rented since the Eid holidays.

"Most of my drivers are from
Rangpur and Barisal and the
few who came back from the Eid
holidays have been asking me
to reduce the rent otherwise
they said they would go back to
village to work in the paddy
fieli.. " Mujibor said. ‘

Every rickshawpuller pays a
daily rent of between Tk 40 ahd
70 to the owner of the rickshaw:
The amount depends on the
condition of the vehicle.

Another garage owner
nearby however said many
rickshaw owners were reluctant
to rent their rickshaws out be-
cause the police have started to
crack down on illegal rick-
shaws.

Bid to implement
govt's blueprint
thru' CEC: BNP

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
alleged ' that the government
and the Chief Election Com-
missioner were pushing the
country towards a chaotic situ-
ation centering the “unilateral
and farcical” municipal polls.

Side by side, he alleged. the

government has intensified re- -

pression on opposition leaders
and activists as it has become
afraid of a mass movement.
“The government has adopted
the path of killing, arrest, filing
of false cases and harassing op-
position men with an ill motive
to: hold the municipal elec-
tions," Bhuiyan said in a
sta'tlf:hmugt.

e BNP secret eneral
alleged that the ;uryvﬂgnment
was trying to implement its
blue print” through the CEC
and warned, "Both Sheikh
Hasina and Abu Hena will have
to bear the entire responsibili-
ties for the consequences”,

The bus and mini-bus opera-
tors charged exorbitant fees
from the passengers while
transporting them to various
destinations.

Many devotees became sick
after joining the Iljtema due to
weakness and other health-re-
lated problems. A total of 50
devotees were admitted to the
neayby 50-bed Tm}gl hospital.
Another 14 were referred to the
Dall]aka Medical College Hospi-
tal.

Besides, several thousand
people were given first aid at the
temporary medical centres set
up the government's health
department and different- vol-
untary and non-governmental
organisations (NGOs}.

The health department also
distributed 60,000 bags of or-
saline and one lakh water pu-
rification tablets among the
devotees.

Bail prayer of
ATV director

rejected

By Staff Correspondent

Sohel Chowdhury, one of the
directors of private satellite
channel ATV, arrested on Jan-
uary 25, was produced before
the CMM's court yesterday.

Sohel was arrested in a case
lodged with Motijheel thana on

January 13. Information min-

istry sought legal action against
the owners of the channel in-
cluding Aziz Mohammad Bhai,
under Section 25 (kha) (1) of the
Special Powers Act 1974, -

Tauhida Bulbul, a senior as-
sistant secret of the min-
istry in the FIR alleged that the
owners of ATV along with their
associates were involved in
sthuggling video tapes of differ-
ent tilms and programmes.

Police produced Sohel before
the CMM's court yesterday on
Expilg of five-day remand. Po-
lice, however, did not prayed for
fresh remand yesterday.

A bail petition was moved on
behalf of Sohel. The court, how-
ever, rejected the petition and
sent him to Dhaka Central Jail.

BRTA stickers
for vehicles
from Feb 4

By Special Correspondent

The Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority (BRTA)
yesterday said coloured tax. fit-
ness and route permit stickers
for motor vehicles will be in-
troduced on February 4.

The vehicle owners will have
to collect the stickers during
renewal of their tax token, fit-
ness certificate and route per-
mit on payment of Tk 40 for
each sticker. The red-coloured
tax label would be available at
gust offices. The blue-coloured

iness label and green-coloured
permit label would be available
at the BRTA office. _

The stickers should be dis-
played on the left side of the
windshield with tax followed by
fitness and permit from the top.
However, motorcycles will not
need to display the labels.

The vehicle owners, whose
tax, fitness and route permits
would expire from Febru 4
onwards, will have to collect
the stickers while renewing the

permits, said a press rel
gty P ease of
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University Hospital

Asma Begum, whose only
functioning kidney was 'mis-
takenly' removed ecolo-
E'.Ists during an operation at

haka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) about five months
EL%TJ. will um:lergu kidney trans-
g antation today at Banga-

andhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
University ospital
(BSMMUH).

"The sléagenns (urologists)
have decided to perform the op-
eration on Tuesday. We are
hopeful that things will go
smoothly during the operation,”
said Professor Harun-ur-
Rashid, head of Nephrology De-
partment of the BSMMUH,

“Asma is fit to undergo the
surgery. Her blood pressure is
under control, she has no infec-
tion." he said.

Asma’s mother Zahura Be-
gum, who agreed to donate one
of her kidneys, was earlier ad-
mitted to BSMMUH under Prof
Rashid's supervision.

Street Drama

festival on

By DU Correspondent

The 12th National Street
Drama Festival began here at
the Central Shaheed Minar yes-
terday.

Dr Sirajul Islam Chowdhury
inaugurated the seven-day fes-
tival in the afternoon. Artist
Khairul Alam Sabuj read out
the Dhaka declaration of the
festival which is being organ-
ised by Bangladesh Group The-
atre Federation.

A discussion meeting was
also held on the occasion. Ra-
mendu Majumder, Ataur Rah-
man, Mamun-ur-Rashid and
Mannan Hira participated in
the discussion.

On the first day, Subachan
Natya Sangsad, Bangladesh Art
Theatre and Munshiganj The-
atre staged their dramas.

Case against 7

From Page ]

Ataur Rahman Kasemy, Abdur
Rashid Farayezi, Kamaluddin,
Mahfuzur Rahman, Shajahag,
Mizanur Rahman and Abdul
Halim.

They were accused under Ar-
ticle 33 of Books Publication
Act, 1973.

Police said five of the ac:
cused were earlier arrested

while the translator of the book
is still at large.

Meanwhile, eight alleged ac-
tivists including two foreign
nationals of Harkut-Uz-Jihad,
held on charge of attempt on
poet Shamsur Rahman, were
produced in €MM's court yes-
terday on the expiry of their 5-
day police remand.

Police prayed for fresh re-
mand for their interrogation.
The court granted a five-day
remand. |

The eight are: Shabuddin;
Maulana Selim Hossain,
Maulana Nazrul Islam, Ahmed
Sadik Ahmed. a South African,
Sajeed, a Pakistani, Baktiar
Hossain., Abdur Noor and
Maulana Abul Kalam.

Asma Begum with her mother at the dialysis unit of Bangabandhu S

— Star photo by Sk Enamul Hag

Asma undergoes kidney
transplantation today

By Staff Correspondent

"Zahura Begum is also fit for
donating kidney for her daugh-
ter,” Prof Rashid added.

Asma's kidney transplanta-
tion would cost over Tk two
lakh. She will require post
surgery application of cy-
closporine g that helps pre-
vent rejection of kidney for at
least three months.

So far the government has
not yet taken any action
against the doctors who al-
legedly removed the only func-
tioning kKidney of Asma Begum
while operating for removal of
an ‘ovarian tumour' at the
DMCH gynaecology operation

theatre on August 11 last year.

The health ministry later
formed a three-member com-
mittee to investigate the inci-
dent but the findings were never
made public.

According to a senior offi-
cial of the health ministry,
"The probe committee report
cannot be divulged as long as
the case remains with the
court.”

The DMCH director also de-
clined to disclose about the
probe body regnrt saying, "I
cannot talk to the press regard-

ing Asma's case as the issue is
under lawsuit."

VGF programme
extended till Apr

The government yesterday
decided to provide each of the 42
lakh VGF card-holders with 20-
kg fu-ndgrains free of cost per
month from February to April,
reports BSS.

The decision was taken at a
high-powered inter-ministerial
meeting of the special commit-
tee on post-flood foodgrain pro-
curement and distribution
monitoring and review, held at
the conference room of the Fi-
nance Ministry with the com-
mittee convenor and Food and
Agriculture Adviser M Anisuz-
zaman in the chair,

2 lakh MT of
fertiliser to
be imported

The government has ar-
ranged to import two lakh met-
ric tons of fertiliser to meet the
possible deficit, parliament was
told yesterday, reports UNB.

Replying to a question of
Maulana Delwar Hossain
Saidee [Jamﬁat-ﬁrnf]pur}. In-
dustries Minister Tofail Ahmed
said some 4.72 lakh metric tons
of urea are required for the cur-
rent fiscal year.

He said 15.71 lakh metric
tons of urea are likely to be pro-
duced in six urea factories run

by the state-owned Bangladesh

Chemical Industries Corpora-
tion (BCIC) during the year
(1998-99). Some 8.69 lakh met-
ric tons of urea have been pro-
duced till January 24, 1999,
Tofail teld the House that to-
tal availability of fertiliser
would stand at 22.43 lakh met-
ric tons against the projected
requirement of 21.35 lakh met-
ric tons. Towards the end of the

year. 1.08 lakh metric tons are
{ likely to be in stock.

* universities

Food and Agriculture Minis-
ter Begum Motia Chowdhury,
Finance Minister Shah A M S
Kibria, Commerce and Indus-
tries Minister Tofail Ahmed,
State Minister for Disaster
Management and Relief
Talukder Abdul Khaleq and
secretaries concerned were pre-
sent.

It was decided at the meeting
that additional 2.52 lakh
tonnes of foodgrains were allo-
cated for this programme, said
a PID handout.

The meeting was informed
that the food stock position is
now satisfactory with a total of
12.13 lakh tonnes of foodgrains
at the government godowns,

Besides; 16 ships carrying 72
thousand tonnes of rice and
3.81 lakh tonnes of wheat under
Pgrant and cash import, would
reach the country this month.

Reports on DU,

CU (Amend) Bills
placed in JS

The Chairman of Parlia-
mentary Standing Committee
on the Ministry of Education, M
Nurul Islam Nahid, presented
the reports on the Dhaka Uni-
versity {Amendment) Bill, 1998
and the Chittagong University
(Amendment) Bill, 1998 before

the House last night
Bt gnt, reports

The reports contdined note
of dissents from Alamgir Kabir
and Moshiur Rahman, both
from BNP. The BNP members
suggested to specify the number
of pro-vice c]?eancellura for the
instead of the
words 'more than one.'
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Indian Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh, left, Prime
US Deputy Secretary of State Strobe
Delhi. India will sign the Compreh
of international lending, senior US

W s :"-._".--{.-:ne i N

Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, a
Talbott greet members of the press yesterday in New
ensive Test Ban Treaty in exchange for the unfreezing
and Indian officials said yesterday. (Story on page-9).
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By Nazmul Ashraf

The Jatiya Sangsad yester-
day played host to some lively
remarks about wvulgar film
posters.

“It's difficult to understand
from the posters and banners
disgl&yt-d at some cinema halls
if the actresses are at all wear-
ing something. It's a matter of
great embarrassment for us
when we come across these

osters accompanied by our
amily members especially
women,” Awami League law-
maker Haji Mohammad Selim
said.

Selim then wanted to know
from state minister for infor-
mation Prof Abu Sayeed if any
step would be taken to stop pub-
lication of such posters. As an-
other AL MP Mirza Azam raised
the same question, Deputy
Speaker Abdul Hamid said
smilingly, *“Why do you look at
those posters?”

Abu Sayeed admitted that
such posters were on display at
cinema halls and other public
places. He said only the decent
posters get the nod but a section

of unscrupulous businessmen

in the film industry circulate
tempered posters. He added
posters of two films -- Ammua-
Jan and Ranga Bou -- have been
banned for vulgarity,

* * &

Several BNP lawmakers

ridiculed the government for
the delayed announcement of
sighting of the Shawal moon.
' Given the floor to ask a ques-
tion to the state minister for in-
formation, Shahidul Islam
said, “The minister is very effi-
cient as he could succeed in
broadcasting the news of moon-
sighting through BTV at 10 pm
(January 18).”

“It's not his affair but the re-
ligion minister's,” pointed out
the Deputy Speaker,

“But it was his (Prof Sayeed)
TV that dished out the news,”
said Shahidul.

Mashiur Rahman of BNP
said that Abu Sayeed showed
the Eid moon at the 10 O'clock
bulletin of BTV, But the Chair
corrected him that it was the
news of moon-sighting, not the
moon itself. .

x k% i

Mashiur also ‘asked Abu
Sayeed if the BTV would stop
excessive coverage of the "be-
gum-golams" (meaning the
prime minister and her cabinet
colleagues).

Before the minister could re-
pll];. the Deputy Speaker asked
whether there had been any
such practice during the past
regime.

“It has now increased 10
times,” shouted Abdul Wahab of
BNP,

An apparently embarrassed
Abu Sayeed responded, “It's not
a question to be answered.” But
later he claimed that the BTV
coverage of the present prime
minister was much less than
g}at of her predecessor, Khaleda

a.

* ok

The Deputy Speaker pro-
nounced ‘Sircar’ while allowing
the floor to BNP lawmaker
Jamiruddin Sircar. Bul another
BNP MP, Joynal Abedin Faruk,
told the Chair, "He is Sarkar,
not Sircar.”

“Is it s0?" wondered the
Chair.

"No, noe, I'm Sircar,”
protested Jamiruddin Sircar
and spelled the word.

“Then, I was correct and
your party colleague misguided
me,” said a relieved Deputy
Speaker.

At this stage, Jamiruddin
cited the example of P.C. Sircar,
the world famous magician.

Distress safety
system in ships
being examined

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 1: The
Mercantile Marine Department
here today started examining
installation of Global Maritime
Distress Safet System
(GMDSS) in ships before giving
clearance for voyage in interna-
tional maritime routes, official
sources said.

The Department issued
clearance to two foreign vessels
for voyage from Chittagong port
after checking the GMDSS yes-
terday. These are a Singapore
flag carrgring vessel, Kota
Chaya, and a Saint Vincent flag
carrying vessel, Prosrich.

The GMDSS is an electronic
device for satellite communica-
tion with the shore from any
part of the sea in case of danger.

The time limit for installa-
tion of GMDSS in ships expired
yesterday as per an earlier deci-
sion’of the International Mar-
itime Organisation (IMO), the
sources informed.

Fire: Vaccines
From Page 1
the fire might have originated
from an air cooler installed at a
room of a DCC health official

on the eleventh floor.
There was nobody in the

 room but the air cooler was on,

said Solaiman who suspected
overheating of the cooler caused
the fire.

Officials at the DCC control
room however claimed the fire
originated when an electricity
wire short-circuited. They.said
air coolers are not in use at this
time of the year,

Firemen rushed to the spot
and ed the flame en-

tirely by 6:00pm.

-he was moving
political purp

' JP: War of words_

From Page 1
politics coming out from army

barracks were “mainly respon-

sible for the political wilder-
ness and bankruptcy blocking
the way for healthy politics”.
“Such politicians often warn
opposition parties of public
wrath. This is ridiculous. They
can not realise what the public
wrath really is as they were
hurriedly taken to safe custody
after being ousted from power.
Law could not take its due
course against them for differ-
ent' reasons,” Mizan Chowd-
hur'c,' had said.
howdhury's statement
evoked sharp reaction. Three
JP Presidium members -- ABM
Shahjahan, Kazi Firoz Rashid
and Shah Mohammad Abu Za-
far — in a joint statement on
Saturday said it was a serious
violation of party constitution

SAARC commerce
ministers' meet
begins today

SAARC commerce ministers
will meet today to devise a
strategy to develop South Asia
as a strong economic bloc with
enhanced trade against the
backdro
alised global market, reports
UNB.

FPrime Minister 'Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the two-
day 3rd SAARC Commerce Min-

isters meeting at Hotel Sonar-
gaon in the morning.

All the Commerce Ministers
of SAARC, except from India,
arrived in Dhaka yesterday to
attend the meeting.

Commerce Minister Tofail
Ahmed received the guests at
the airport. Those arrived are
Bhutanese Minister for Trade &
Industry Lyonpo Khandu
Wangchuk, Nepalese Commerce
Minister Purna Bahadur
Khadka, Pakistan's Minister
for Commerce, Finance and
Economic Affairs Mohammad
Ishag Bar, Sri Lankan Minister
of Internal, International
Commerce and Food Kingsley T
Wickramaratne and Maldives
Minister of Trade and Industry
Abdullah Yameen.

2 murdered

1n city

By Staff Correspondent

A young man and a teenage
boy were murdered in the city's
Hazaribagh area yesterday.

* Police identified one of the
dead as Mohammad Rafiq, 23,
son of Golam Rabbani, a resi-
dent of MC Lane in Hazaribagh.
The identity of the 15-year-old
boy could not be known, police
said,

Rafiq was stabbed and shot
during a clash between two
groups of local hoodlums at
around 2 pm while the motive
behind the murder of the
teenage boy could not be known
immediately.

According to police, Rafiq,
an informer of police, was
rushed to Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital where the on duty
doctors declared him dead.

Hazaribagh police recovered
the slaughtered body of the
unidentified boy from Kasluna-
gar Dam. The victim was wear-
ing a trouser and a vest.

The bodies were sent for au-
topsy. None, however, was ar-
rested in connection with the
killings till filing of this report
last night.

Separate murder cases were
lodged with Hazaribagh thana
yesterday.

Madrassah edn

From Page. |

sion are arrested, one can not
come to a conclusion that
madrasahs will be closed. It
does not'happen in case of uni-
versities. You know, many were
picked up from universities for
carrying guns but we did not
close those universities”,

The education minister re-

ferred to the current political

situation in the country and ex-
pressed his doubt whether the
debate over madrassah was de-
liberately raised to create a new
issue in politics.

of a highly region-"

and demanded his expulsion
from the p .

They also said the statement
was aimed at foiling the oppo-
sition movement, Mizan
Chowdhury had split Awami
League to make his own fortune
He was all praise for Ershad for
one and a Ealf decades only for

osition in the party. Now he
Mizan) is criticising him
(Ershad). This is an ill-effort to
foil the oppositions move-
ment”, they said,

Countering this, seven mid-
ranking leaders of the JP in a
statement on Sunday said the
three Presidium members were
~conspirators” and alleged that
they were trying to split the
party by misleading the Chair-
man and adopting wvarious
strategies.

__They also hrnuﬁht other al-
le§atiuns against the three pre-
sidium members. They alleged
that ABM Shahjahan was in-
strumental in the killing of “an
unspecified number of people”
in the name of Gano Bahini. He
took a huge amount of money
“from the party during 1991 elec-
tions but lost his security
money in two parliamentary
seats he contested. He is skill
in the politics of splitting par-
ties. He split the JSD and is now
trying to split the JP, they al-
leged .

Kazi Firoz Rashid had met
Ershad in jail as a special envo
of Khaleda Zia to persuade the

JP chief to participate in the
“farcical” election in February
15, 1996, the seven JP leaders
alleged. Firoz got nominations
to contest from Gopalganj and
Dhaka but he “sold out the two
seats to Awami League for
money”, they alleged. “He has
no business now except split-
Lln%‘ the party, they alleged.

he seven leaders claimed
that-Shah Mohammad Abu Za-
far's only desire is to return to
Awami League through Dr
Malek. “What can he do when
Sheikh Hasina rejected his
proposal to return to AL?".

They urged party Chairman
HM Ershad to remain alert
about the vested quarters and
protect the party from conspir-
ators,

The seven signatories to the
statement are Shafiqul Islam
Babul, Abdur Rouf Shikder,
Sadek Siddique, Sohrab Ali,
Shafiqul Islam Sentu, Abul
Bashar Abu and Adnan Akhter,

BNP's joint
meet today

By Staff Correspondent
A joint meeting of BNP cen-
tral executive committee and
Dhaka city unit will be held to-
dgy at 11 am at party's central
office

. BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan will preside
over the meeting, said a press
release. -

Trade faif

From Page |

their choices and establish con-
tact with the appropriate ex-
porters.

Overseas participants are
also expected to exhibit various
kinds of consumer goods along
with machinery.

A total of 30 countries in-
cluding USA, UK, Germany,
France, Denmark, Italy, Aus-
tralia, E%{pt. Hong Kong, Sin-

apore, Taiwan, South Korea,

+ India, Pakistan., Afghanistan,

Turkey, Kenfra* Malaysia,
China, Oman, Iran, the United
Arab Emirates, Japan, Russia
and host Bangladesh are to par-
ticipate in the month long fair.

Digital Web Corporation, a
grivate web designing company,

as been assigned to send the

image of the DITF on Internet
in real time. Web explorers will
be able to see instantly through
a digital camera in the Internet
what is happening at the DITF.

The company said it would
promote the image and products
of Bangladesh abroad. It has
decided to run the web site for a
year.

The fair will have 33 pavil-
ions, 53 mini pavilions, 271
stalls and 10 restaurants.

Froimn Page 1

Shahabuddin Ahmed, a senior

Vice-President of the associa-
tion. who charged him for not
consulting the association
members prior to filing of the
petition., e president is mis-
using his chair. He cannot even
talk to the press on the matter
as it is sub-judice,” Ahmed told
reporters after Bhuiyan had
finished. '

Earlier, answering a ques-
tion Bhuiyan said the "matter
is not sub-judice as long as CJ

. _accepts or rejects it." -

Bhuiyan told a questioner
that he was not a criminal
lawyer. He admitted that he be-
longed to a certain political
party but pursued bail in some
cases on two days as ‘a large
number of party activists come
to him for their various legal
problems’.

He denied suggestions that
¢ petition “for
oses”.

"It is only to protect the in-
dependence of the judiciary and
the supreme judiciary,” he said.

Htctsajd t te l:;:.nniu't has the
right to grant bail to a peti-
tioner and people to sc:lf re-
dress from the Supreme Court
which is the symbol of justice.
"None should question a deci-

PM: Contempt of court

sion of a judge as he has every
right even to give a wron

jugﬁement. It is the matter o
|

om of a judge. The judge-
ment can be challenged only in
the court, not otherwise.”

He denied he came under
Eressure from anyone not to

old the press conference. The
decision was taken at a meeting
of the executive committee at-
tended by 11 out of its 14 mem-
bers, he claimed. Abdul Awal,

eneral secretary of the

upreme Court Bar Associa-
tion, former president Khan-
daker Mahbubuddin, Kazi Go-
lam Mahbub, Barrister Nazmul
Huda, Barrister Sheikh Razzak
Ali, Barrister Abdur Razzak,
Barrister. Rafiqul Islam Miah
and Nitai Roy Choudhury were
present during the press confer-
ence.

The senior vice-president of
the bar association said
Bhuiyan had no right to use the
office of the association's pres-
ident to file a petition .in this
regard unless he had the en-
dorsement of 2000 members.

ABM Bayezid, assistant sec-
re of the association, was
beside him. Advocate Sahara
Khatun, Kamrul Islam, Rezaur
Rahman and Jahangir Hossain
S:litm among others were pre-
sent,



