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Ekushey Book Fair

From Page 1
Organised by the Academy in
association with Bangladesh
Book Publishers” and Distribu-
tors. Association, the fair will

continue till Febru 28.
The Ekushe ook Fair
which has now becomeé a na-

tional event, was first organ-
ised in 1972 as an expression of
cultural renaissance,

But it was only in 1978 that
the fair got official patronisa-
tion and since then the Bangla
Academy has been organising
the book fair on its premises in
a grand way every year.

Bangla Academy authorities
have taken some special mea-
sures this year to maintain dis-
cipline and keep the fair free
from noise. “No stalls of food or
cassette will be allowed inside
the fair as they create an un-
bearable chaos with loud
speakers to compete with each
other for attracting customers,”
said an official of the Academy

“Noise pollution inside the
fair will be dealt with very
strictly,” he said.

"Action will be taken if any
stall is found creating noise,”
he said adding that the authori-
ties were planning to permit
mobile food shops inside the
Suhrawardy Park opposite the
Bangla Academy.

“Arrangements will be made
to keep the road in front of the
Academy free of congestion. No
stalls will be allowed there.,” he
added.

Meanwhile, the participants
in the fair have almost com-
pleted erecting their book
stalls. Rent for a single unit
stall has been fixed at Tk 3,500,
double unit Tk 6,000 and triple
unit at Tk 10,000 this year; the
sources said,

For the first time this year,
Bangla Academy will launch a
web site, putting information
and details of the fair on the
Internet. A huge digital screen
will also be set up in front of the
Information Centre to keep vis-

Canadian envoy
meets Kalparanjan

Canadian High Commis-
sioner to Bangladesh Nicholas
Eitheridge called on the Minis-
ter for Chittagong Hill Tracts
Affairs Kalparanjan Chakma
yesterday, reports UNB.

During the meeting the
Canadian High Commissioner
apprised the Minister About his
planned visit to Ramgamati,
Khagrachhari and Bandarban
hill districts,

The minister requested the
Hiﬁh Commissioner to Frant
scholarships for the tribal stu-
dents to study in Canada and
increase assistance to the NGOs
working in the hill districts,

Obituary

By Staff Correspondent

Abdur Rahim Mufty died of
respiratory complications al
the Holy Family Hospital at
around 1:40 pm yesterday, He
was 70,

He left behind three sons,
two daughters and a host of
friends and admirers to mourn
his death. Till his death, Mufty
was associated with an NGO,
Aranya Cralt,

One of his daughters, Rafia
Mufty, is the Senior Adminis-
tSrtativﬁ Assistant al The Daily

ar.
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Mohammad Sadek Hossain,
Chairman of Sadek paper and
Board Mills Lid, died of cancer
at his residence in the city yes-
terday. He was 58,

He left behind his wife, two
sons. two daughters and a host
of relatives to mourn his death.

He was the editor of the now
defunct The National Times,

itors informed of events, the
S0 said.

angla Academy Public Re-
lations Officer Sarkar Amin
said that special emphasis will
be given on creative books this

“year. "We will keep vigil on the

stalls so that obscene ks are
not sold, Stalls may be can-
celled if such books are sold,”
Amin sald.

Director General of the
Academy Prof Syed Anwar Hos-
sain told The Daily Star that
they were determined to turn
the fair from an ordinary one to
a real book fair, manifesting
the spirit of the Language
Movement.

"The Ekushey spirit stands
for rebellion and commitment.
The rebellion is against evil
forces and the commitment is
for maintaining our original-
ity.” the DG expllgainei

The fair will remain open
from 3 to 9 pm every day. On
holidays. the timing will be
from 11 am to 9 pm with a two-
hour interval from 12 only on
Fridays. It will remain open
from 8 am on February 21.

Discussions on erent top-
ics will be held on the Academy
premises every evening as part
of the Ekushey programme.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Beook Club (BBC), a private or-
ganisation, obseryved Book Day
yesterday on the occasion of the
Ekushey. A discussion was held
at the Central Shaheed Minar.

[Lankan minister
shows interest
in planning
process

Sri Lankan Minister for
Pr:::r_{ect Implementation and
Parliamentary Affairs Jeyraj
Fernandopullo. now oni a visit
to Bangladesh, held a meeting
with State Minister for Plan-
ning Dr Mohiuddin Khan
Alamgir at his office and dis-
cussed matters ol common in-
terest, reporls BSS.

The 5ri Lankan minister
showed keen interest in the
planning process in Bangladesh
and the role of agriculture \in
the fifth five-year plan of the
country. Farming technique,
specially the cultivation of
potato, was of particular inter-
est to the visitor.

Le informed Dr Mohiuddin
of d.fferent aspects of 5ri
Lanka, including the system of
education,

The State Minister for Plan-
ning apprised Fernandopullo of
the government's plan to see
that Tk 1960 billion is invested
in the current fifth five-year
plan Eerind to achieve a GDP
growth of seven per cent. Dr
Alamgir said most investment
will come from the private sec-
tor.

Fernandopullo was accom-
panied by a number of legisla-
tors from  Sri Lanka, Project
Implementation and Parlia-
mentary Aftairs Secretary and
Director General of Regional
Development Division,

Heroin recovered,

2 arrested in city
By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested two people
Irom Gandaria in the city on
Sunday and recovered 500
grams of heroin:

The arrested were identified
as Manik and Sariful Islam.
Police suspected that the two
are members of international
drug trafficking network, A
case has been lodged with
Shyampur thana in this con-
nection.

"US hopes Iran will cooperate

with campaign to oust Saddam

KUWAIT, Feb 1: A US official
coordinating efforts to change
Iraq's rulers said on Sunday he
hoped regional rival Iran would
cooperate with the campaign to
topple Saddam Hussein. reports
Reuter.

Frank Ricciardone. special
representative for transition in
Iraq, also called on all regional
states to cooperate with the
United States and Iragi groups
to achieve their goal.

Iranian inability to speak
(with the US) is unfortunate but
we hope that all neighbouring
countries have the same stake
in seeing Iraq get back on its
feet. to be free independent.” he
told reporters in Kuwait.

Iran; the region’s non-Arab
power which fought against
Irag for eight years in the
1980s, refuses direct dealings
with the United States and of-
tén condemns American mili-
tary presence in the Gulf and
repeated strikes against Iraq.

Iranian Foreign, Minister
Ramal Kharrazi, speaking in
Switzerland, said on Sunday
the United States and Britain
should stop using military force
against Iraq and instead try (o
help force an international
consensus on how to and the

Ricciardone met Iragi oppo-
sition groups in London on Fri-
day, the first session in a pro-
cess the United States hopes
?rillll end with Saddam's down-
all.

But Washington is sendm
out mixed signals to its allies in
the region, some of whom are
concerned the plan might back-
fire and result in the division or
Irag into a Shi'ite south, a Kur-
dish north and a Sunni enclave
N the centre,

‘I don't seent an opposition
group that has the viability to
overthrow Saddam at this
peint,” Marine Corps Gen An-
thony Zinni told a hearing last
week of the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Comimitlee, whose memni-
bers advocated building up the
resistance groups.

Zinni is the commander of
U5 forces in the region which
engage in now almost daily mil-
itary clashes with Irag in the
Western-imposed no-fly zone in
the north and south of Iraq,

Ricciardone is accompany-
ing US Assistant Secretary of
State Martin Indyk in his talks
with Kuwait's leaders; Indyk
arrived on Sunday after talks
in Bahrain and Qatar. He flies
lo.Oman today then visits the
United Arab Enmurates.
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'Autonomy to TV, Betar soon'

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed yesterday
told the Jativa Sangsad that the
government would give auton-
omy to Bangladesh Betar and
Bangladesh Television (BTV] af-
ter solving the relevant techni-
cal, administrative and finan-
cial problems, reports BSS,

Replying to a question of
Shah Abul Hossain of BNP, the
siate minister said the present
government Is committed to
granting autonomy to these two
electronic media.

"We have done a lot towards
this end,"” he said, adding that
BNF had also committed to
people to do so but did nothing
in this regard when it was in
power for five vears,'

Prof Sayeed also told the
Jatiya Sangsad that a film in-
stitute would be set up in the
country by the year 2002,

"The government has taken
initiatives to develdp the film
industry by setting up the pro-
posed institute at a cost of Tk 25
crore and 30 lakh," he said re-
plying.to a question from trea-
sury bench member Haji Selim
who raised the question on be-
half of Shariful Islam Sharif of
the same p ;

Prof Sayeed said the gov-
ernment would provide Tk 11
crore and 30 lakh while Tk 14
crore would be available as
pmg:c:t' aid,

epl}rin%htn another ques-
tion from Khan Tipu Sultan of
Awami League, the state minis-
ter said the proposed film insti-
tute would prowvide training in
direction, editing, photography,
sound engineering, acting, and
other related areas for ﬁevel—
opment of the film industry in
the country.

Prof Sayeed also said that a
media complex would b# set up
at Agargaon. "Necessary steps
including land selection and al-
location of money for purchas-
ing the land have already been
taken,” he said.

Answering another question
of Golam Faruq Owi of Jatiya
Party, the state minister said
the case of ATV and ATN
(Bangla) television channels
are not similar, He said ATN
has been broadcasting its pro-
grammes after due approval of
the government and within the
set rules and regulations.

Besides, it is giving tax to the
Emremment. But, he said, ATV

roadcast its programmes
without any such approval. He,
however, said the government
would certainly take action if
any violation on the part of
ATN is found.

—

NATO warning to warring sides in Kosovo

Start peace talks or face action

BONN, Feb 1: NATO Secre-
tary-General Javier Solana to-
day warned the warring sides in
Kosovo to start peace talks de-
manded by world powers or {ace
military -intervention, reports
AP,

"This is the lasl chance, and
I would like to make a call for
negotiations in good wiil to
solve this tragedy,” Solana said:
after talks with German Chan-
cellor Gerhard Schroeder.

Solana stressed that NATO
was poised to intervene in the
embattled Yugoslav province
whenever he. in consultations
with alliance members, decided
the time was right,

"We are prepated to ftully
support the political channel
that has been started by the
Contact Group," he said. :

The United States and five
European nations — the Contact
Group for the Balkans — have
called on Kosovo's majority
ethnic -Albanians and ¥u-
goslavia to open talks this week
it1 Franee on a plan for substan-
tial self-rule for Kosovo,

Ethnic Albanian rehels
hinted at opposition to the
talks over the weekend, saying
they were "organised in a rush.”

But Solana said, "This is the

_day,

last opportunity to reach peace
in Kosovo."

Cien Klaus Naumann, head of
NATO's military commitlee;
said loreign ground troops
would be the only way to keep
the warring sides apart after a
peace deal, if both sides agree to
the deployment,

Should such a mission come
about. "We have to accept the
idea of a timespan of years,” he
said on German radio.

Schroeder said the interna-
tional community was "ex-
tremely serious” and that he ex-
pects "its resolve will make it
clear to the warring parties that
they can't play for timme."

Russian Foreign Minister
Igor Ivanov, who had separate
talks with Schroeder on Mon-
¥, said aflterward that
Moscow and the western powers
had "common sirategic goals
i11 the Kosovo crisis,

Meanwhile. with both the
Belgrade government and rebels
playing for time, LS and Euro-
pean envoys pressed eflorts to-
day to persuade ethnic Alba-
nian rebels to atiend this
week's planned Kosovo peace
conference;

A Kosovo Liberation Army
official hinted late Sunday at
oppoesition to lalks in France,

saying negotiations "organised
in a rush” cannot resolve the
contlict,

Diplomatic efforts to get the
warring sides to the bargaining
table are intensifying as the
condlict appears o ge spreading
increasingly to the Kosovo capi-
tal. Two small bombs exploded
Sunday night in ethnic Alba-
nian-run cafes in Pristina,
bring to four the number of at-
tacks in the past three days.

On Friday both an Albanian
and Serb-run cafe were bombed.
One person was killed and two
seriously wounded in one blast
but the second grenade exploded
outside and caused no damage
Or mijiuries,

Special envoys Christopher
Hill of the United States and
Walfe. ng Petritsch of the Euro-
pean Union planed to meet to-
day with ethnic Albanian lead-
ers, including a representative
of the Kosovo Liberation Army
— just five days before the peace
conference is SUI:EFDSE{} lo open.

Kosovo's leading moderate
politician Ibrahim Rugova
agreed over the weekend to at-
tenid the conference in Ram-
bouillet, France, but Adem
Demaei, the KLA's spokesmarn,
only promised an answer soon.
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New Chiel Minister of the Indian state Maharashtra,
Sena chief Bal Thackeray looks on Monday following th
Bombay. Rane, a controversial politici
aiding the murder of a political rival, w

Narayan Rane (L), smiles as Shiv

€ SWearing in ceremony In south
an who was recently acquitted of the charge of
as sworn in as the head of a 45-member ministerial

—AFP photo

Pentagon unveils $ 268.2b
budget proposal for 2000

WASHINGTON, Feb 1: The
Pentagon today unveiled 268.2-
billion-dollar budget proposal
for fiscal 2000, billing it as the
first substantial increase in
military spending since 1985,
reporis AFF.

The Pentagon's six-year hud-
get plan calls for stepped-u
spending on a national missile
detence systern, the higgest pay
hike for service members in 18
years and more money to buy

expensive new aircraft and
other weapons.
"Although US forces con-

tinue to accomplish their mis-
sions splendidly, there are
warning signs ol potential
problems." US Delence Secre-
tary William Cohen said.

"Recruiting and retention
are increasingly difficult,
readiness harder to maintain
and weapons modernisation
tougher to fund sufficiently this
budget will address these
Warnings.”

The Pentagon calculated the
proposed iricrease at. 12.6 bil-
lion. dollars in the year 2000
over ils previous spending pro-
jections.

But il congress were to ap-
prove the proposed budget, the
military budget authority
would actually increase by only
5.6 billion dollars next year
over fiscal 1999, according to
the Penta%un's figures outlays
would fall from 263.6 billion
dollars 1o 260.8 billion dollars.

The entire defence budget
comes Lo 280.8 billion dollars,
which also includes spending
by the Department of Energy,
which is responsible {or the US
nuclear weapons arsenal.

The Pentagon's blueprint
calls for a 112-billion-dollar
increase in spending including
6.6 billion dollars to develop
and deploy an anti-missile sys-
tem able to defend the United
States against a limited ballis-
tic missile attack,

The commitment of funds to
deploy such a system reflects
growing US concern that North
Korea or another rouge state
may be just a couple of years
away from being able to hit the

| United States with an iniercon-

linental missile

The budget also includes 1.8
billion dollars for US peace-
Keeping operations in Bosnia
and another 1.1 billion dollars
tor LS operations in the Gulf,

Owverall spending on
weapons prociuremment was
upped to 53 billien dollars in
2000 trom 49 hillion dellars in
Hi

The Pentagon has said pro-
curement spending needs io
climb ta 60 billion dollars a
year Lo pay for a wave of expen-
sive new aircraft and warships
needed to modernise the US ar-
senal, that goal will be met at
the beginning of 20011,

In fiscal 2000, the Pentagon
preposes buying six of the Air
Force's new F-22 Raptor, a re-
placement for the F-15E Fighter
that is still in testing, they will
cost 1.85 billion dollars.

The Navy would acquire 36

F-A-18E/F Super Hornets for
3.2 billion dollars under the
proposed budget for fiscal 2000.

Over six years, increased
military spending provides for
construction of eight new war-
ships aiyear. a level that Pen-
tagon officials said was suffi-
cient to maintain a 300-ship
Nawy,

More than 28 billion dollars
are being budgeted over the next
5IX years for pay raises and im-
Frnvements i retirement bene-
its to halt a drain of skilled
military personnel to higher
{)aying jobs in the private sec-
or,

The Pentagon is proposing a
4.4-per cent pay raise for troops
— that lariest since 1982 — wi
additional targeted mierit in-
creases of 5.5 per cent, Republi-
cans in Ccnﬁress are calling for
arl even higher pay hike of 4.8
per cent.

"Syria accused of seekin;

to destabilise Jordan

JERUSALEM, Feb 1: Israel
accused Syria on Sunday of
seeking to destabilise Jordan
following the appointment of
King Hussein's eldest son;
Frince Abdallah; as erown
Prince; reports AFP,

Syria and others are trying
t0 exploil the situation in Jor-
dan following the appointment
of Prince Abdallah as Crown
Frince in a bid to harm the
unity of the country,” Prime
Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu's spokesman David
Bar-Illan told Israeli radio.

"Israel is following the situa-
tion in Jordan closely, particu-
larly everything concerning the
activily of Syria in the coun-
try" he added).’r '

The newspaper Haaretz re-
Fnrtcd Friday that Jordanian
eaders fear that "Syrian
agents” and their sympathisers
would attempt to "test the
power and authorily of Prince
Abdallah.”

‘Supporters of Syria's ruling
Baath Party have considerable

influence in the Palestinian
refugee camps in Jordan," the
newspaper noted.

A career soldier but relative
political neophyte , Prince Ab-
dallah, 37, was named crown
prince by king Hussein last
week, replacing the monarch's
younger brother, Prince Has-
Sarl.

Crown Prince Abdallah im-
mediately took over as regent as
the king rushed back to the
United States for more cancer
lreatment.

[srael and Jordan signed a
peace treaty in 1994,

Stability in Jordan is of
strategic importance to Israel,
both because of the nation's
Palestinian. majority and his-
toric role in the West Bank and
East Jerusalem and its crucial
position as a buffer between the
Jewish state and hostile
regimes in Iraq and Iran.

Foreign Minister Ariel
Sharon said, meanwhile, that
Israel believed the situation in
Jordan was stable.

¥

British MEP
caught with
drugs decides
to resign

LONDON. Feb ‘1: A British
Conservative Member of the
European Parliament (MEP),
caught recently at the Heathrow
Airport with drugs and homo-
sexual pornography, announced
on Sunday that he intended to
resign, reports AFP.

ortly before, the Conser-
vative Party had described the
MEF's actions which had been
reported in the press, as "a very
serious offence.”

Tom Spencer, was arrested
on:January 20 at London's
Heathrow Airport on returnin
from Amsterdam. He was foun
to be in possession of two
cannabis cigarettes, a gram of
cocaine and a cassette and mag-
azine containing pornographic
material.

He was fined 500 pounds (825
dollars). |

Spencer, 50, initially indi-
cated that the incident would
not affect his political career,
He told journalists on Saturday
that he was a homosexual and
that his wife had known that he
was gay before she married
him,

He said that it 'was with her
agreement that he had gone for
a weekend break in Amster-
dam.

Sémncer dented being a regu-
lar drug user, sayving he had
been "foolish” enough to accept
the drugs and the prom mate:
rial from a friend.

However, the Conservative
Party, which is keen to avoid
any adverse publicily ahead of
upcoming European elections,
had announced an enqguiry into
Spencer's behaviour.

On Sunday evening, Spencer
who has been an MEP since
1989, issued a statement saying:
"l have concluded it in the best
interests of all concerned that [
should withdraw from the par-
ty's list for the next European
elections.”

The party leadership wel-
comed the decision.

New CM of
Maharashtra

SWOorn 1in

BOMBAY, Feb 1: The new
leader of the ruling right-win
alliance in the western state o
Maharashtra vowed Monday to
fight rising critne and ensure
good governance, in an appar-
ent attempt to prop up his gov-
ernment s sagging image a year
before state elections, reports
A

Narayan Rane was sworn in

the state's chief minister Mon-
day after the weekend sacking
of his predecessor Manohar
Joshi by Bal Thackeray, the
powerful chief of the Hindu rad-
ical Shiv Sena party. Rane was
formerly revenue minister in
Joshi's Cabinet.
- +Fhe.Shiv Sena governs the
state in a coalition with Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee's
Bharatiya Janata Parly.

"The confidence of the people
of Maharashtra in the law and
order situation needs to be
boosted.” Rane tcld reporters af-
ter the swearing-in ceremony.
‘Development work, social wel-
fare will be my priority. This
will be my effort.

More than 90 people were
killed last year in Bommbay, In-
dia’s financial hub and the cap-
ital of Maharashtra state, in
gunbattles with police or ri-
valry between ditferent matfia
groups. .

Police registered 332 vases of
extortion in Bombay where
wealthy film directors and ac-
tors and real estate developers
were targeted for money by the
mob. "Bombay is the center of
Hindi film-making.

Home Minister Gopinath
Munde who belongs to the BJP,
said new people-oriented poli-
cies wnulcf be implemented in
the year before the elections.
“From April wuninterrupted
power will be made available to
the farmers, drinking water
and better roads will be our tar-
get,” said Munde, -

New technology in
molecular science to
protect environment

Powerful new technology in
molecular science will greatly
enhance the appreciation of
natural wonders such as comets
and aurora, and contribute to
the protection and management
of IEE environment, according
to a report received {rom Lon-
don, reports UNB,

The Atomic and Molecular
Physics Department at Reading
University in southern England
is working with University of
Manchester Institute of Science
and Technology and Daresbury
Laboratory in north-west Eng-
Jand in a 1.4 million pounds
sterling project to develop a
hi%h-intensity. high resolution
soft X-ray beamline called
Phoenix.

The upf:»er atmosphere plays
a vital role in the transfer of
heat around earth so a knowl-
edge of its behaviour, particu-
larly with respect to pollutants,
is vital to the long-term protec-
tion of the environment.

The London Press Service
report said that Phoenix will
form an important mechanism
by providing high-intensity
radiation in the extreme ultra-
violet and soft X-ray regions of "
the spectrum which will be
valuable in many areas of re-
search.

In addition, it could be cru-,
cial to the develgpment of de-
vices such as quantum dot
lasers and single electron
memory elements which will
form the keystone of future gen-
erations ol information tech-

nnl_?'ﬁy.

€ group’s on energy trans-
port mechanisms in molecules,
together with fundamental
studies of multi-electron pro-
cesses in atoms, will also lead
to a better understanding of up-
per atmospheric and planetary
science by enabling scientists to
develop improved theories for

such processes.
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Dr Malin Akerbl

om, Ihrector of
Department under International

the Chemical Sciences
Science Programmes

(IPICS) of the Uppsala University, Sweden called on
Dhaka University Vice Chancellor Professor A K Azad
Chowdhury at the latter’s office yesterday,

"Migraine increases risk
of fatal stroke'

A woman's risk of having a
potentially fatal stroke is three
and a half time more if she suf-
ters from migraine. investiga-
tors in the United Kingdom
have found, reports UNB.

The danger is even greater if
she smokes, has high blood
pressure or takes the contra-
ceptive pill, according to a re-
port made available in' the city.

Researchers [rom Imperial
College School of Medicine,
London, and Radcliffe Infir-
mary, Oxlord, southern Eng:
land, studied 291 women aged
between 20 and 44 who had suf-
fered a stroke.

They found a strong associa-
tioni between a history of mi-
graine and ischaemic Stroke.
Such a stroke is caused when
the blood supply to the brain is
cut off by a constricted or
blocked blood vessel.

Between 20 and 40 per cent of
strokes in women with a mi-
graine history seemed to de-
velop directly from a  migraine

attack.

The researchers also found
thiat a family history of mi-
Erajnf:, irrespective of personal

istory, raised the risk for both
ischaemic and haemorrhage
stroke, a iype of siroke caused
by a burst blood vessel in the
brain,

Although oral contracep-
tives increased the risk, a
change in the type or frequency
of migraine when a woman
took the Pill did not predict a
subsequent stroke. The find-
ings, from a study conducted at
five European centres, have
been published in the British
Medical Journal.

The researchers, led by Dr
Limmie Chang from Imperial
College, wrote: "Overall, the
risk of ischaemic stroke among
European women of childbear-
ing age was increased more
than threcfold if they were mi-
grainous, but no such increase
was apparent for haemorrhage
stroke.”

Kurdish rebel
leader refused
entry into
Netherlands

ROTTERDAM, Netherlands.
Feb 1: Duleh authorities refused
10 allow Kurdish rebel leader
Abdullah Ocalan to enter the
Netherlands carly Monday,
saying he was on an unautho-
rised tlight which had no per-
missicn to land, reports AP,

Qcalan was aboard a private

plane that was heading to Rot-
terdam Airport where 200
Rurds were waiting to welcome
him, He had not entered Dutch
girspace whern he was told he
would ot be allowed to land.
. ‘>peaXing on pational radio,
Duteh attorney Britta Bohler
said Ocalan wanted to approach
the ltiternational Court of Arbi-
tration in The Hague to request
it 10 mediate between the Turk-
ish government and Turkev's
rebel Kurds. i

Ocalan; leader of the Kurdis-
tan Workers Party, reportedly
flew further toward Athens al-
ter being refused permission to
land in Rotterdam. Turkish au-
thorities, who want to try
Ocalan on terrorism charges,
repﬂrtf:d]},r asked Greece to also
reiuse him permission to land,

Ureek government spokes-
mian Dunitris Reppas said, "We
do 1ol consider Ocalan's pre-
sence in Greece to be purposeful
or useful,” fplying that the
government wotld refuse him
entry. Reppas added that Ocalan
had not officially asked to be
alilowed into Greece.

At a morning press confer-
ence, Turkish Premier Bulent
Ecevit warned nations of ac-
cepting Ocalan.

Pakistan develops
local technology
to enrich uranium

KARACHI, Feb 1: Pakistan
has developed indigenous tech-
nology to enrich uranium and
zircoriun, upgrade heavy water
and produce spare parts for nu-
clear power reactors, a top nu-
clear scientist said today, re-
poris AFP,

ishifaq Ahmed, chairman of
the Pakistan Atomic Energy
Commission (PAEC]), told re-
porters the capabilities could be
used in power generation o
spur rapig industrial growth.

“We have developed the tech-
nology to enrich uranium and
zirconium, upgrade heavy water
and make spare parts for reac-
tors.” Ahmed said. adding that
the capability was developed-af-
ter nuclear natigns refused to
supply them.

- The PAEC Chief was speak-
ing at Pakistan's decades-old
first nuclear power plant of 120
megawatts at Karachi. In Sindh
province, a ‘second nuclear
Elant of 300 megawatts is being

uilt with China's help at
Chasma in Punjab. -

Ahmed said nuclear tech-
nology provides “the cheapest
source of encrgy and is enwvi-
ronment friendly” and that 430
nuclear power generating
plants were being used all over
world withouit any trouble.

Fakistan had sufficient re-
serves of uranium and zirco-
nium, he said, and a heavy wa-
ter plant had been added to the
Karach{ nuclear plant with a
tapa-::it{ lo upgrade 10 tonnes
annually.

Iran marks return of
Khomeini from exile

TEHRAN, Feb 1: School bells
ranyg and helicopters showered
flowers on the tomb of Avatol-
lahl Ruhollah Khomeini as Iran
marked the 20th anniversary of
the Islamie leader's return from
exile, reports AP.

The bells — along with whis-
tles from trains and ships at
port — were sounded at 9:33 am
(0603 GMT), the moment
Khomeini's jet touched down at
Tehran's Mehrabad Airport on
February 1, 1979

Helicopters showered the
route Khomeini travelled to
make his first speech at the Be-
hesht-e-Zahra cemetery. They
also dropped flowers on his
golden-domes tomb inside the
sprawling graveyvard south of
Tehran.

After Khomeini returned
from 15 years of exile, he over-
threw the US-supported Shah
and proclaimed an Islamic Re-
public in Iran.

His actions shocked the
United States and raised fears
across the Arab world that
Khomeini would follow through
on his plt‘d%ﬁ to export his strict
vision of Islam.

Shortly after Khomeini's
rise to power, Iranian students
stormed the US embassy in
Tehran and seized 52 American
diplomats, who were held
hostage the capital for more

.than a year.

On Monday, thousands gath-
ered inside the shrine — aglow
with lights from giant chande-
liers and adorned with precious
Persian carpets — to pay tribute
to Khomeini.

State-run television broad-
cast live from the shrine, where
Khomeini's grandson, Hassan,
said his grandfather had "come
as a hero and left as a hero."

Hashemi Rafsanjani, Iran's
former president who now
heads a powerful policy-mak-
ing body. told the crowds that
the United States was still the
enemy.

He claimed that only Iran's
military might prevented the
United States and Britain from
carrying out attacks on Iran

similaf to those against Iraq.

"If we did not have this mili-
tary and defensive strength, we
would be a delicious morsel for
America,” Rafsanjani said.

He claimed Iran was self-suf-
ficient in arms, building every-
thing from '"'Colt bullets to in-
tercontinental missiles, tanks,
shells, mortar-launchers.
radars and communication sys-
tems."

Earlier, President Moham-
mad Khatami and Ayatollah
Ali Khameini, Khomeini's suc-
cessor as Iran s supreme leader,
paid their respects at the
shrine.

US lauds India's
response to
attacks on
Christians

NEW DELHI, Feb 1: A US of-
ficial on Monday praised the
Indian government's response
to a recent siring of attacks on
Christians here, reports AF,

India has been particularly
sensitive to the international
response to the attacks, which
have been blamed on groups
with close ties to Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee's
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party. The senior 'US
administration official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity,
said Indian leaders themselves
had raised the subject during
meﬂin%s with US Deputy Secre-
tary of State Strobe Talbott,
who on Monday ended a four-
day visit to New Delhi to discuss
nuclear policy.

Christian roups have
counted some 100 attacks over
the last year ranging from the
burning of Bibles to the killing
Jan 23 of an Australian Baptist
missionary and his two }?ﬂuﬂ%
sons in a remote corner o
southeastern India where the
missionary had run a leprosy
clinic.



