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Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein chairs a me
(RCC) and senior Baath party officials at
the UN Security Council's decision to create

eting of his Revolutionary Command Council
an undisclosed location Sunday. Iraqg criticised
study panels to assess Iraqi disarmament.

— AP/UNB photo

US, British warplanes launch
fresh assault on Iraq

BAGHDAD Feb 1: US and
British wa
new wave ol attacks on Iraqi air
defences on Sunday, as Baghdad
dismissed a UN security council
initiative to review the eight-
yYear embargo as "procrastina-
tion," reports AFP.

Alr defences in southern
Irag were targeted by seven
missiles and bombs while one
missile was fired at an anti-air-
craft battery in the north, the
official INA news agency quoted
an  air defence command
spokesman as saying.

It was the second attack

Ilanes launched a

launched in as many days by al-

lied planes as part of an intense
military campaign unleashed
on "no-fly" zones in northern
and southern Iraq since the end
of December's Operation Desert

Fox.

Anwar's trial
Mahathir ready to
stand as witness

KRUALA LUMPUR, Feb 1:
Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-
hamad said he was ready to
take the stand as a witness in
the politically charged trial of
his cousted deputy, Anwar
Ibrahim, news reporis said
Monday. reports AP,

Anwar s lawvers plan to take
statements from Mahathir and
several.ol his Cabinet meinbers
in hopes of proving their testi-
monies would he relevant to the
four corruption cliarges against
Aniwar,

The defence has said it will

call Anwar as its first witness

in the trial; which resumes
February 8,

Mahathir said he would be
available as a wilness in the
trial "if it is within their right
to question me,” Lhe Star news-
paper quoted him as saying,

The High Court gave Anwar's
lawyers permission to inter-
view Mahathir and other high-
profile potential witnesses, in-
cluding Finance Minister Daimi
Zainuddin.

Foreign rescue
groups search
for survivors
in Colombia

ARMENIA, Feb 1: They came
from around the world — Rus-
sia, Mexico, Venezuela, Japan,
For a week they have been
searching the vast ruins of this
colfee-growing town, looking,
listening, smelling for signs of
life, reports AP,

But now, their clothes cov-
ered with dust and their faces
red from sunburn, some are be-
ginning to lose hope.

“There's always a chance, hut
without water, without air it's
tough,” said Paveleze Laszlo, a
doctor who heads a rescue
squad from Hungary.

On Sunday, hundreds of res-
cuers worked. from dawn to
dusk — bands of rabbers make
their work too dangerous after
dark — but found only two vic-
lims: a woman and a 5-year-old
girl, both of them dead,

The nn}y triumph was the
recovery of a pair of Kittens in
the ruins of what had been the
lI-story Grancolombia build-
ings. There was no sign of their
mother, or their owner,

‘Our brave anti-aircrait de-
fenses managed to resist the en-
emy planes in the northern and
southern sectors, forcing them
to flee back to the evil dens they
came from," the Iraqi
spokesman said.

‘Enemy formations" firing
from Saudi Arabia and Kuwait
carried out the raids on the
south while the warplanes in-
volved in the northern raid
came Irom Turkey. the
spokesman said.

The United States said 1S
and Brilish planes monitoring
the southern "no-fly" zone hacﬁ'
struck ‘two military sites. while
a US fighter jet from Turkey's
Incirlik base fired a missile at a
radar site in the northern zone.

. The attacks came only hours
after the Security Council —
which had been split over last

General strike

nwnths: Ub and British air
strikes — agreed to convene
three review panels on disar-
mament and long-term
weapons monitoring, humani-
tarian concerns, and issues
stemming {rom the 1991 Gulf
War over Kuwait.

But a leadership meeting
chaired by President Saddam
Hussein was followed by an an-
nounceinent that Baghdad "was
not consulted on the formation
of these panels and that's why
this measure does not concern
s

The work of the United Na-
tions would "take several
months," said a statement car-
ried INA, dismissing the moave
48 "nothing more than procras-
tination and a prolongation of
the unjust embargo.”

catled in SHEme..

24-hour statewide general strike called by the ruling Sikkim

Democratic Front (SDF), to p

rotest price hike, began at 0600

hours yesterday, PTI reports fiom Ganpgtok,

The strike was called to protest the centre's unilateral deci-
sion to hike the prices of essential commodities. including rice,
wheat and sugar supplied through the public distribution sys-

e,

'UN mission to visit '

'S(:'-EII]:A

UN mission will visit Afghanistan in a conple of davs for talks
with Taliban officials on security issues and conditions for the
returnt of UN staif to the country. the United Nations said
Sunday, Xinthua reports from Islamabad.

The visit will be a follow-up to the talks between senior Tal-
iban leaders and Erick de Mule, the Islamabad-based coordina-
tor for Afghanistan. in Kandahar an January 25,

Bus plunge in SA kills 31: v piunge

offi a bridge on a major hi

passengers, AP reports from W

ghway on Sunday. killing 31
arden, South Africa.

The bus was travelling from Kokstad in the southeasters
KwaZulu-Natal Province when it went off the bridge and landed
upside down in a dry river bed about 161 km south of its decti.
Natior, Johannesburg. Two passengers on the priviately owned

bus: survived but

were in serious condition, police said.

German, French FMs meet: ceman

Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer

Hubert Vedrine,

and his French counterpart

whose countries {tom a power political

alliance, held private talks Sunday al Frankfurt-am-Main. the
German Foreign Ministry said, AFP reports from Frankfurt.

* _ Neither the exact location n _
disclosed, and no statement was made after the taiks,
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A Monica Lewinsky look-alike, Celeste Wisniewski of

or ine agenda lor the 1atks were

i :‘-'-v.l”_-'\-
e =

Herndon, Virginia, drives past waiting photographers
Sunday outside the Mayflower Hotel in Washington

where the real Monica Is staying,

KLA hints at opposition
to peace talks in France

PRISTINA., Feb 1: Ethnic Al-
banian rebels are indicating
opposition to international
peace talks in France this week;
saying that negotiations “or-
ganised in a rush” cannot re-
solve the Kosovo conflict, re-
ports AP,

Meanwhile, violence erupted
again Sunday, despite interna-
tional demands to halt the
fighting. Police sources, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity,
said three Serb policemen were
wounded late Sunday when
ethnic Albanian rebels fired a

renade at their van in the vil-
age -of Istini¢, 70 kilometres
southwest of Kosovo's capital,
Pristina.

The victims were returnin
from the funeral of another of-
ficer killed Friday during an at-
tack on the village of Rogovo in
‘Which 23 ethnic Albanians also
died.

The Serb Media Centre also
reported three ethnic Albanians
were wolunded Sunday when
armed gunmen broke into their

Slobodan

Hireal

Demaci
BSCCretary
would reply
within a few days,

home in a village near Stimlje,
30 km southwest of Pristina,

Neither Yugoslav president
Milosevie nor' the
Kosovo Liberation Army has
arinounced whether they will
accept the demand by the
United States and five Euro-
pean powers to attend a confer-
¢hee this week in France 1o end
the 1 l-month conflict and es-
tablish self-rule in this Serbian
province,

Both Milosevic and ELA po
representative  Adem
told British Foreign
Robin Cook they
to the demand

0 the rebels' first public
stalement since the demand

was issued last week, a senior

KLA official, Jakup Krasnigi.

was guoted by Albanian state

television Sunday as saying
‘negotiations organised in a
rush do not guarantee success
for the solving of the Kosovo
problem.”

— APIUNB photo
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DPRK closes 14

b -
overseas missions

SEQUL, Feb 1: Amid acute
economic difficulties; North
Korea closed 14 overseas
diplomatic missions, or 21 per
cent of its foreign operations, in

1998, South Korean officials
said Monday, reports AP,

The North Korean missions
closed include eight in Africa;
four in Europe, and one each in
Asia and the Middle East, said
officials at the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and Trade,

That left North Korea with
only 54 overseas. diplomatic
missions in the 130 countries
with which the communist
country maintains diplomatic
relations.

With its economy in sham:
bles, North Korea announced
plans last year to cut 30 per cent
of its overseas diplomatic oper-
dations,

Three dyeara of bad weather,
combined with decades of eco-
nomic mismanagement, have
caused a near collapse of the
North's farming system, leav-
ing the country's 22 million

eople largely dependent on
oreign charity,

Troops kill 6
LTTE rebels

COLOMBO, Feb 1: Govern-
ment soldiers shot dead at least
six Tamil Tiger guerillas in
fresh fighting in northeast Sri
Lanka, the defence ministry
here said today, reports AFP,

Soldiers ambushed a group
of fighters from the separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE] in Pulmoddai and
killed five of them on Sunday,
the ministry said in a state-
ment,

It said another rebel was
killed near the northern town
of Paranthan, also on Sunday;

The latest clashes came a
day after fighting left nearly 50
Tamil rebels dead or wounded
in the northeast of the country.

There had been a spate
skKirmishes in recent weeks
since the military suspended its
biggest and bloodiest offensive
against the Tigers in December.

Independence rally
in E Timor

DILL, Feb 1: About 300 sepa-

ratist protesters demonstrated

Monday in East Timor follow-

ing an offer from Indonesia to

give up control of the former

Portuguese colony, reports AP,
Last week, Indonesia said it

would consider granting inde- |

pendence to East Timor if its
inhabitants reject a plan for
greater aulonomy now bein
discussed at UN-sponsores
talks.

Pro-Indonesian activisis
have warned of the possibility
of civil war among rival East
Timorese factions if Indonesia
suddenly withdraws its admin-
istration and thousands of
troops. 1 © =0 i

But separatists who drove in
a convoy of cars and trucks
through Dili, the seaside capital
of East Timor, said they would
settle for nothing less than in-
dependence.

'We strongly reject any kind
of autonomy," activist Gil Fer-
nando said.

Demonstrators waved sepa-
ratisl rebel flags and unfurled a
banner that read “Free
Xanana,” in a reference to
Xanana Gusmao, the Easl Tim-

arese puerilla chief who is being |

held i a Jakarta jail,

The protest was peaceful,

Indonesia invaded the half-
Isiand territory of 800,000 peo-
ple in 1975 and annexed it a
year later, unleashing a guerilla
war and widespread human
rights abuses.

DRC repeals ban |

on political

activities

KINSHASA, Feb 1: The
Democratic Republic of Congo
governmeinl on Sunday repealed
a ban on political activities in
force since president Laurent
Kabila took power in May 1997,
reporis ArFP,

The government laid down
stringent requirements for the
registration of parties ir a vast
and impoveristied country cur-
rently ravaged by civil war,

First, according to official
television, parties now must

create a forum of at least 300

delegates coming from all of Dr
Congo's 11 provinces,

Secondly, each party must
bul down a non-refundable de-

sit ol 30,000 Congolese francs
ﬁoﬂ, 000 dollars, 8,772 euros).

Kabila banned all political
actlivities when he came to
power, provokKing an interna-
romised he
would lift the ban before hold-
ing multiparty general elec-
Lio115.
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India will sign CTBT if int']

freeze on lending lifted

NEW DELHI, Feb 1: India
will sign the nuclear test ban
ireaty in exchange for the un-
freezing of international lend-
ing, senior US and Indian offi-
cials said Monday, reports. AP.

The officials, speaking on
condition of anonymity,
stopped short of declaring 'a
breakthrough after eight
months of nuclear negotia-

tions, but applauded significant

progress,
The senior US administra-
tion official said US nuclear

negotiator Strobe Talbott was

to meet later Monday with the
ambassadors of the world's
seven other leading industri-
alised nations to discuss

Progress in tatks with India and

Propose lifting the econemic
sanctions.

In response to India's nu-
clear tests last May, Britain,
Canada, France, Germany,
Italy, Japan, Russia and the
United States — known collec-
tively as the G-8 — in June froze

development loans to India as
well as Pakistan. Pakistan had
responded to India's tests with
its own tests.

The Indian official, who also
spoke on condition of
ancnymily Monday, said India
had long made it clear it could
not: sign the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty while urnder
sanctions. Now, he said, there
was movemnent toward the reso-
lution outlined by the US offi-
cial,

Jasjit Singh, director of New
Delhi's independent Institute
tor Defence Studies and Analy-
ses, said signs did appear to
point to a clearer-than-ever In-
dian pledge to sign the CTBT,
which successive Indian gov-
erninents have said unfairly
favours the major nuclear pow-
ers. Singh said he was con-
cerned that India appeared
ready to sign without an assur-
ance it would have access to nu-
clear technology for its energy
programmes that it has been

denied because the systems also
have military uses. '

"What is the incentive for
India to do all this? I think the
(leaders of the) government of
India should also make sure the
people of India feel good about
this. Otherwise, they can't get
elected,” Singh said. ~ .

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vaipayee leads a shaky. multi-
party coalition whose fall has
been predicted repeatedly since
it took power last March. US
negotiators appear to be prepar-
ing for any possible change in
governmernt — Talbott has met
with opposition leaders such as
Congress party president Sonia
g:andhi during his visits to In-

ia.

The CTBT-for-sanctions
formula recalled a break-
through last September, Vaj-
payee declared then at the
United Nations that he wanted

to see the CTBT come into force

by this September, and Pak-
istani Prime Minister Nawaz

Sharif said he would sign the
treaty when India did. Weeks af-
ter the UN statements, US
President Bill Clinton lifted
some unilateral economic sane-
tions against both India and
Pakistan.

Last month, the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund. the
World Bank and other global
donor agencies resumed f{resh
lending to Pakistan, whose al-
ready struggling economy had
been much harder hit by the
nuclear sanctions than had In-
dia's,

Talbott heads late Monday
to Pakistan, where officials
have reportedly promised new.
tough legislation to control the
spread of sensitive nueclear
technology.

In their comments Monday,
neither the US nor the India
source could say exactly when
India would sign the CTBT or
when the sanctions would be
lifted. But the US official said it
could be as early mid-1999,

Pakistan pledges new law to
control nuclear technology

ISLAMABAD, Feb 1; Pak-
1stan: made several positive
overtures on the nuclear issues
Monday, prior to the start of
talks between Pakistan and a
top US efficial, reports AP.

Pakistan promised a tough
new law o guarantee thatl sen-
silive nuclear technology does-
n't become available to the
highest bidder.

Pakistan also reiterated an
earlier statement by Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif that it
was ready to adhere ito the
global nuclear test ban treaty,
snmethinf Washington has
been pushing and something
India also promised to do.

The announcements came
ahead of a visit later Monday by
US Deputy Secretary ol State
Strobe Talbott, who arrives in

Pakistan {from India where he

negotiated the signing of the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
with New Delhi.

[ndia agreed to sign the
treaty in exchange for an end to
economic sangtions.

Meanwhile, Pakistan's
promised law to protect its nu-
clear technology is aimed at al-
laying fears that the country's
nuclear knowledge could be sold
{o other countries.

A story carried by the siate-
run Associated Press of Pak-

istan quoted unnamed govern-

menl officials saying the gov-
ernment will open talks with
Taibott with a "positive attitude
toward international (nuclear)
non-proliferation concerns.”
However the news agency
said Islamabad will be mindful

of "its 'vital national interests

~and the need to maintain credi-

ble nuclear deterrence against
Indian aggression or: black-
mail.”

While Pakistan has said it is
willing to sign the test ban
treaty, il has refused outright to
sign the Nuclear Non-Prolifer-
ation Treaty unless neighbor-
ing India also signs. New Delhi
has refused,

international concern fo-
cused on Seuth Asia last May
atter India and Pakistan con-
ducted underground nuclear
tests.

Bolth countries posses
inedium and long-range mis-
siles capable of carrying nu-
clear warheads and capable of
hilting major cities on the
Asian subcontinent.

Visiting US team

calls on Vajpayee
NEW DELHI, Feb 1: The visit-

L Ing United States delegation led

by Depuly Secretary of State
Strobe Talbott today called on
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee here, reports BSS,

The meeting held at the
Prime Minister's official resi-
dence lasted about 30 minutes.
External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh was alsé present
during the meeting,

Earlier, Talbott also met
Defence Minister George Fer-
nandes at his office in South
Block.

Al Lthe end of their extended
three-day 8th round of talks
yeslerday, India and the US de-
cided to carry forward their dia-
logue on key nuclear non-pro-
liferation issues later this year
with New Delhi sticking to its
position that post-Pekhran co-
Ercive medsures including eco-
nomic sanctions be lifted to
create a positive atmosphere for
advancing their relations,

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, left. and United Nations
Secretary-General Kofi Annan privr to their miecting at a

hotel 1 Davos, switzerland, Sunday, =

AFUNE photo

Palestinian statehood declaration

May date agreed under
int'l accord: Arafat

DAVOS. Switzerland, Feb 1:
Palestinian Jleader Yasser
Arafat said Sunday that the
May target for a declaration of
statehood was a "sacred date.”
sinee it was agreed under an in-
ternational accord. reports
AFP.

He was speaking at the start
of a five-day trip to Europe and
the United States to try to pro-
tect the option of declaring an
independent state in May de-
spite Israeli elections that
rmonth,

It is a sacred date, it is not a
Palestinian date, it is an inter-
national date;” he 1old reporters
on the sjdelines of the World
Economic Forum (WEF) annual
meeting in the Swiss ski resort
of Davos,

You remember i1 has been
agreed upon and signed by Rus-
si1a, the United States,; the Euro-
pean Union, Norway, Jordari,
Egypt. in the presence of the

Japanese foreign minister and

the representative of Kofi An-
nan,” he said.

"So il is not a bilateral
agreement, it is an interna-
tional agreement.”

Aralal’s trip is seen by ana-
lysts as part ol a continuing
campaign to drum up support
for 1he possible announcement
of a Palestinian state on May 4
when the interinn period, as set
outl in the Oslo peace accords,
comes to an emnd.

Israeli premier Benjamin
Netanyahu's cabinet has in-
sisted Arafat’'s Palestinian Au-
thority rensunce its intention
to unilaterally declare an inde-
pendenl state in May, in par-
ticular because Israeli elections
are to be held laler that month,

Aralat was speaking shortly
before meeting Egyptian Presi-

dent Hosni Mubarak on the

sidelines of the WEF meeLing,

Mubarak told AFP before
their talks at a Davos hotel, 7
hope that they could delay il
(the proclamation of a statel for
some time.” as this could help
avoid "other extremists creat-
ing problems " _

LN Secretary General Kofi

Annan also met here with

Mubarak and later had a half-
hour meeting with Aratat, but

none of the leaders had any

comment 1o make on their

lalks.
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Corruption scandal rocks judicial

ROK govt fires 6 prosecutors

SEQUL, Feb 1: The govern-
ment fired six prosecutors and
reprimatided 19 others Monday

| in a major corruption scandal

rocking South Korea's judicial
system. reporis AP,

Five judges also faced inves-
tigation and possible punish-
nent for alleged involvemert
m the scandal They were sus-
pected of recciving pavoffs in
retitrn for introducing clients to
er,

Apologising for the scandal,
Prosecutor General Kim Tae-
jung said his office will launch
a4 massive anti-corruption
campaign in the nation’s prose-
cution systemn: The scandal
came to light in early January
when a disgruntled aide 1o
lawyer in the central city of
Taejon passed to the press a list
ol bundreds of prosecutors.

judges. police and court offi-

cials who aliegedly received
hiribes.

The lawyer; Lee dong-ki,_was
arrested on charges of corrup-
tioti. Presecutors say he admit-
ted that he had paid 118 million
won [dirs 98.000) in payofis to
about 100 government, court
il prison officials who intro-
thaced 202 clients to him be-
tween 1994 and 1997,

Also arrested were six low-
ranking prosecution officials,
charged with receiving more the
3 million won (dlrs 2.500) each
Irotnn the lawyer in payoffs.

Most of those on the list re-
ceived small amounts and their
cases were dismissed. The 25
prosecutors sacked or repri-
manded Monday were found to
have received more than 1 mil-
lon won {dirs 833) each from
the lawyer |

HIV virus transmitted from
African chimpanzees

CHICAGO, Feb 1: The HIV
virus that causes AIDS was
transmitted to humans from
African chimpanzees, a team of
LIS researchers from Alabama
said here Sunday, citing evi-
dence based on vears of re-
search, reports AFP.

Beathice Hahn of the Uni-
versity of Alabama at Birming-
ham told the opening session of
a conference that brings to-
%et.her 3,200 AlIDS researchers
rom around the world that her
team had found evidence of
transmission of sivepz [thed
virus found in chimpanzees) to
humans in at least three:ocea-
sions.

The team had confirmed the
connection by analysing ithe
blood and frozen tissue samples
[rom a chimpanzee called Mari-
Iyn who had died from child-
birth complications at a US
private cenler at the age of 26 in
1984,

The Sivepz Virus — prevalent
amoug chimpanzees living in
Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea,
Gabon and Congo — was found
to closely resemble the Human
Immunodeticiency Virus (HIV].
which causes the deadly Ac-
quired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome [(AIDS].

The chimpanzees are be-
lieved to have been carrying the
virus for hundreds of thousands
of years but do not get sick from
it

"This is an important find-
ing with signiticant petential."
satd Anthony Fauci, a re-
searcher at the US National In-
stitute ol Allergies and Infec-
tiocus Diseases. which helped
bankroll the study.

Studving why the chim-
panzees do not get sick might
hiasten the search for a cure, ex-
perts said.

Hahn said cross-species
transmission of the virus prob-
ably occurred when a human
ate chimpanzee bush meat. or a
human was bitten by the ani-
tial.

"We speculate that this might
be a route for infection,” Hahn
told the conference on retro-
viruses and opportunistic infec-
tions, which ends Thursday.,

Central Africans depend on

bush meat as a source of food.

Ancl-there has been an increas-
ing commercialisation of the
bush meat trade as a result of
loggirig. Hahn said: This may
have contributed to the spread
of the epidemic, she said.

Monuments Of Shah's rule becoming

part of Iran's national heritage

TEHRAN, Feb I: Twenty

years after the overthrow of the
Shah, the FEI"I]i:liIll'l',l% IMonu-
e

ments of his rule are becoming

just another part of Iran's na-

tonal herilage as the fury that

brought millions of demonstra-

tors aonto the streets fades into
nistory, reports AFP,

The principal palaces where
the Shah lived and entertained
his puests are now musenms
where schoolchildren are taken

on outings and ordinary people
fo lor a day out. '

And while the new regime's
origitial intention in opening
the palaces to the public ma
have been to expose the wealt
ol the hated imperial family,
these days they are to all in-
tents and purposes just ordi-
nary historical showcases:

The array of imperial por-
fraits and momenlos, and
wealth of largely imported an-
tigues are generally left to
speak: for themselves without
the addition of critical com-

merntary.

‘Everything has gone back to
normal now.,” said one of the
caretakers at the Niavaran
Palace, in the far north of the
capital, which the Shah made
his principal private residence
in his later vears.

'No one js after anyone else
any more — everyone is entitled
to their own opinion regarding
the Shah.,” he said; asking not
to be named.

‘People say all sorts of
things about him. Some curse
him, some say: 'May he rest in
Eeacﬂ,' and say good thing about

35 5

With the passage of time,
fewer Iranians now visit the
palaces a few hundred on week-
days and a few thousand on hol-
idays, according to staff — but

their motives are still largely

the same.

“All sorts of people come —
many are curious to know how
the Shah lived,” said a curator
at the Niavaran.

The arrangement of the ex-
hibits inside the palaces is

clearly designed to satisly the
desire to gawp.

At the Niavaran a sign
proudly announces the "cham-
ber for make-up” of the Shah's
third wife Farah, while at the
nearby Saadabad Palace a dis-
play case presents the "personal
equipment” of his [ather Reza
Shah and visitors can even peer
into an imperial toilet.

At the Niavaran the personal
wardrobes of bolh the Shah and
his wife are exposed to the
critical gaze of the whims of
fashion — with the change of
tastes in their beloved Weslt.
Their imported French clothes
and shoes now seem rtather
gawdy. |

An array of sports jackets in
loud {loral patterns and
screaming checks and a pair of
long-haired apresski boots be-
tray the influence on the impe-
rial couple of the western tastes
of the 70s.
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CM Shafi Sami, Bangladesh High Commissioner to India, speaking at a seminar organised

by the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCD iln Mumbai
recently. Sami informed the attending businessmen and entrepreneurs about investment
opportunities in Bangladesh and Bangla-Indo trade relations. Left to right are; CM I_{ujre_s
Sami, country manager and chief executive officer, Arab Bangladesh Bank Ltd, Mumbai,
AS Kalsiwal, vice president;, SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and Ashok

Kadakia of FICCI.




