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Inauspicious Attitude

This is perhaps the sharpest and most disap-
pointing fall in the mercurial temper r.:i: parlia-
mentary politics. No sooner were we able in th_ta:se
columns yesterday to greet the prospect of pEll'l.lEl-
mentary politics returning on to an even keel with
the opposition voluntarily filing into it gnd urge
the ruling party to err on the gracious side than
comes the reversal with opposition walk-out.

The ruling party seemingly asked for it, in view
of the attitude reflected by and the outlandish ‘and
un-called for remarks contained in the speeches of
Treasury Bench spokesmen Telecommunications
Minister Mohd Nasim and LGRD Minister Zillur
Rahman — in that order. All that BNP leader Prof
Badruddoza Chowdhury demanded was the forma-
tion of a parliamentary committee comprising

termed as specific instances of 'police excesses'
committed on three BNP legislators during hartal
hours on January 26. Aside from the allegations of
beating there was a complaint made of 'arrogant
behaviour’ on the part of OC, Ramna Thana. The
issue involved was extremely delicate and sensi-

because they felt 'harassed and tortured by the em-
ployees of the state'. Only a low sense of self-esteem
as elected public representatives could make one
trivialise' such a matter. There are certain proce-
dures to be followed in entertaining or rejectirig a
proposal for constituting parliamentary commit-
tee to address extra-ordinary circumstances, but
the sheer dismissive attitude shown by the ruling
party evidently pre-disposed such a course of ac-
tion. ,

We find Telecommunications Minister Mohd
Nasim's speech as being not only wide off the mark
but also irresponsibly indulgent to 'police arbi-
trariness’ and even naively confessional. Since the
AL leaders were exposed to ‘police torture’ during
the BNP rule, by the same token the BNP leaders
could not hope to feel immune to the same now —
seemed to be his bottomline. He has gone so far as
to suggest that 'the state employees would not have
dared humiliate the politicians today if Begum Zia
had punished the police officers concerned at that
time. Zillur Rahman was equally ‘beating about
the bush' and dismissive.

We feel the situation could have been much bet-
ter handled. While the ruling party should avoid
such a pitfall in the future. the epposition is urged
to take guard against any overstretched walk-out,

Saarc Economic
. Integration

Economic performance of South Asian coun-
tries, with the exception of Sri Lanka, has often
been likened to a slow coach - getting there all
right, but later than every body else. There are
many reasons why South Asia as a region has
lagged behind. The degree to which regional coun-
tries have restructured their economies and re-
formed their critical institutions remains fairly
low. In recent years, there has been some impetus
in tariff liberalisation and simplification of rules
governing direct foreign investment. But crucially,
South Asia has failed to generate momentum to-
wards regional economic cooperation and integra-
tion. As a result, intra-region trade still accounts

for around three per cent of the total trade volume
of the member-states of Saarc.

The lack of progress towards economic integra-
tion ‘remains one of the major impediments to
economic growth in the 're%itm. Trade is clearly one
of the major vehicles available to nations to effect
economic growth, South Asian countries have tra-
ditionally looked to the industrialised economies
as their export markets as well as source of their
imports. In addition, mutual political mistrust has
prevented South Asian countries from looking at
one another as reliable trading partners. This has
persisted even when evidence from Europe and
East Asia has clearly demonstrated the impor-
tance of intra-region trade to growth of national
economies.

The launching of the Saarc Preferential Trading
Arrangement (Sapta) was supposed to usher in an
era ol accelerated inira-region trade; paving the
way for a South Asia Free Trade Area (Safta) by the
year 2000. This hope now looks forlorn, as the
Sapta process itself has stalled and become diffi-
cult to reinvigorate since the dramatic increase in
political tension between India and Pakistan in
May last year. But, as commerce secretaries from
the seven Saarc nations currently meeting in
Dhaka have already recognised, the need to accel-
erate integration is greater now than ever before.
There is no greater stimulus to national growth
than intra-region trade, and there is no greater
guarantor of regional stability and peace than in-
ter-dependence through economic integration.

Baseless Accusations
When the going gets tougl people may look for

excuses, The Chief Minister oi neighbouring state
of Tripura in India in an interview with the BBC
Saturday reportedly claimed definite knowledge of
at least 25 training camps' for outlawed organisa-
tions inside Bangladesh territory. The Chief Min-
ister also sounded specific about these ‘camps’ be-
ing located in four of our districts adjoining the
Tripura state; He has also claimed that these in-
formation were gathered by detectives from the in-
surgents who had surrendered and the hostages re-
leased by ‘'terrorists’, a list of which was being
drawn up to be sent to Bangladesh government
through 'New.Delhi',

This sort of irresponsible remarks are nothing
new. In fact, whenever an insurgent is caught or the
activities of outlawed organisations increase in

bour are issued in an apparent attempt to divert
public attention from problems in the state. There
is hardly any reason to make Bangladesh a scape-
goat when relations between India and Bangladesh
are warm and friendly. Our government have al-
ways_stood by its commitment of not allowing its
territory to be used by insurgents or outlawed or-
ganisations of any country. And it is standing by
its pledges as best.as it can. The Home Minister, in
an interview with BBC, has categorically denied
existence of these training camps on Bangladesh
territory. He has also said that so far no official
communication has been received from the Indian
central government to this effect. The foreign of-
fice has also denied existence of such camps in
Bangladesh. We want an end to this uncorrobo-
rated misinformation campaign.

\'.!

members from both sides to probe what they .

tive so far as the opposition MPs were concerned

conceded. that

the state similar statements accusing the neigh-

-

24 January 1999 in this col-
umn; | argued that lor mov-
ing the Bangladesh economy,
which is embarked on f{ree
market reforms and globaliza-
tion a la ‘Washington Consern-
sus’, forward for the benefit of
all the citizens of the country, a
true working partnership be-
lween the government and the
rivate sector needs to be estab-
ished. How can a partnership
between these two institutions
be built so that it serves the na-
tional interests — sustained
growth, poverty alleviation, so-
cial cohesion, political stabil-
ity, ecological protection and
renewal?

In the age of planning and
government controls, the gov-
ernment called the shots and
the private sector adjusted to
the contrived regime. Even in
the days ol free trade prior 1o
the First World War, the colo-
nial governments were in the
driving seat and even the
multinationals eriginating in
those countries worked in close
cooperation with the respective
home governments in conduct-
ing their businesses overseas,
largely in the respective
colonies, enriching themselves
-and their home countries. The
fregymarket economy of the late
20 century is of a different
genre, In this case, although the
multinationals and transna-
tionals generally have their feet
solidly tied to the home
economies, the home govern-
nmients donot have a great deal
of influence on their design and
workings, They are driven pri-
marily by their own missions
shaped by their overriding goal
of making profits and enharic-
ing their share and influence
globally in their respective
spheres of operation.

However. they often enlist
the help of their home country
governments, which /s true
particularly of the USA-based
corporations, to secure con-
tracts arournd theworld, partic-
ularly in the developing coun-
tries. It is not infrequent that
the home governments exert in-
fluence. on behalf of the corpo-
rations, on ihe governments of
their 'client’ (Le. aid receiving)
countries.

The nation-states in the pre-
sent globalization paradigm,
even those of the West, do not
have a great deal of control gver
the current proceedings of the

rocess and the shaping of its
uture. In fact, it is the govern-
ments of thie western countries
which have released the forces
of lobalization. with
Thatcherism in the UK and
Reaganism in the USA playing
lead roles in the 1980s. It isin-
teresting to note that the de-
nouemeiit thus created in the
world order has reduced the in-

IN the write-up published on

HE ghastly killing of Gra-

ham Stewart Staines by

Bajrang Dal activists is
the logical culmination of
Hindutva's campaign of anti-
minority hatred. If just won't
do to condemn the incident
without relating it causally to
the: sangh parivar's anti-
Christian witchhunt, The
barbaric method used to kill the
missionary bears testimony to
the hase passions that the
parivar is sioking. These
{jassinns are reinforced by the
egitimacy: that the BJP's top
leaders: have bestowed upon
Hindutva fanatics, None other
than Mr A.B. Vajpavee did this
when he called for a “national
debate" on conversions: This
the Dangs
atiacks were "provoked' by
“forced” conversions,

Mr L.K. Advani added his
own vitriol to this by declaim-
ing that 70 per cent of ali for-
eign contributions to charities
70 to Church groups. This was

ased on half-truths; numbers
pertaining to-a single quarter,
which are unrepresentative.
The charge of "forced conver-
sion’ involves arrogant pater-
nalism, coming as it does not
from those who have converted.
but from their self-appointed
guardians. Unless those who
were 'forced" feel aggrieved
and say so, society must treat
conversion as a deeply per-
sonal matter. The objection to
this comes from tpper- caste

—“

Between Dirigisme and Unfettered Free Markets

The nation-states in the present globalization paradigm, even those of the West, do not have a great
deal of control over the current proceedings of the process and the shaping of its future. In fact, it
is the governments of the western countries which have released the forces of globalization, with

fluence of the governments over
the future dimensions and
course of the process to a large
extent.

The trends set are certainly

irreversible, having affected all

aspects: of economic, political
and social life across the world.
Social and political tensions
are visible in western courtries
as a result of the [ree market
engineering, and these coun-
tries are actively looking for
social democratic renewal and
waﬂi's and means of building so-
cial perspectives appropriately
into the economic process, A
number of developing coun-
tries, Mexico in 1994 and more
recently East and South Asian
countries have found their re-
forms come unstuck and faced
serious economic and financial
turmoil.

The poor couniries have in
general been lorced, through the
threat of assistance cut-off. to
adopt free market reforms and

lobalization. as prescribed. In
act, the changes wrought in the
funetions and functic:-ning of
the global systems are so fun-
damental that there is perhaps
nio choice for any country in the
present unipolar world to avoid
its impact and refrain from
joining it. Indeed, the globaliza-
tion is multifaceted. It has to do
with world-wide spread of high
technologies of unprecedented
sophistication and conse-
quences in different fields of
human endeavour such as pro-
duction, distribution, commi-
nication, and movement of
funds. For example, it requires
just the pressing of a computer

utton to effect an instanta-
neous transler of billions of
dollars [rom one corner of the
world to another, with huge irm-
pact on parties affected one way
or another, Production is being

relocated, based on opportuni-

ties for cost reductions: The in-
dustrial age in the western
countries is being cvertaken by
the knowledge age, with knowl-
edge workers replacing indus-
trial workers on a wide-scale.

The consequence is thal em-
ployment is now often on part
time; consultancy and individ-
ual basis, rather than by way of
long-term employment of Hidny
in  particular industries or
cotnpanies; Even in countries
where industrialisation is' at
low levels, the impact of global-
ization is, through its various
ramifications, bringing about
sea-changes in national eco-
nomic managermeril and exter-
nal economic relations. The

Thatcherism in the UK and Reaganism in the USA playing lead roles in the 1980s.

communications revolution
|global cable TV networks. In-
ternet) and interest-based [e.g.
environmental protection and
enhancement, abolition of
child labour. etc.) global coali-
tions are bringing even the
poorest countries of the world
into the fold of global networks;
Under such a circumstance,
the question that needs to be
raised is what role the povern-
ment of a country like
Bangladesh can play in shapin
the country’'s future course o
developmernil in economic, so-
cial and cultural fields. The
capitalist sector in this coun
is not only-small but'is in [act
oriented inore to finance capi-
talism and making of quick
profits through trade and by
serving as local agents of
multinationals and transna-
tionals. Given that the fune-
tioring ol both the government

forms and development, It can
deal creatively and purpose-
tully with the key proponents of
globalization, namely, the
World Bank, the IMF and the
World Trade Organization
(WTQ)} arnd other international
agencies and bilateral donors
pushing for further free market
reforms to be carried out by a
country, when the logic and the
strength behind the proposals
and arguments it puts forward
are shaped by people's needs
and perspectives articulated
through appropriate social in-
stituitions:

The tree markets engender

and acceniuate economic and
social inequality and exclu-
sion, because they are the hunt-
ing grounds of the rich and the
poweriul. The poor and the
marginalized have litlle or no
access to them, because they are
neither able (in (erms of skills,

Lest We Forget ...

| by Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad

and the capilalist sector is sub:
jeet to much outside influence,
would not a partnership be-
tween these two ‘dependent’ in-
stitutions be at once a product
and a further promoter of
Bangladesh’s on-going global-
ization; with external interests
driving the process and na-
tional interests remaining in
the backgronnd?

The ability of the nation-
stales, particularly in the de-
veloping world, to manoeuvre
the workings of the private sec-
tor in the globalized selling is
rather limited, given that the
reform agenda pursued by 4
government 15 externally dic-
tated and has not been sanc-
tioned by the country's polity
aulonemously through a pro-
cess of debates and consensus-
puilding.This clearly is an
anachronism in a democratic
set—uF- In a democracy, the po-
litical agenda, to have broad-
based su[i)pnrt within the paolity,
must rellect economic. social
and cultural perceptions; de-
sires"and goals of the people.
articulated by the people them-

selves through appropriate so-

cial institulions,

in fact, it is not only through
a political agenda thus gener-
ated can the govermment act
with authority 11 the shaping of
policies and progranumes of re-

access to resources and institu-
tions) nor informed to do so.
Now, if the baseline is charae-
terised by high inegualities and
an everwhelmingly large exclu-
sion ratio, then the free market
relormis instead of promoting
progress for all will further
widen the exclusion and may
generate social disruptions and
political upheavals of serious
proportions.

The Bangladesh society is
characterised by the pre domi-
nanee of economic, political,
social and cultural exclusion.
Hall the people are poor on the
basis of lack of access to the
minimum reqguired calorie
intake. The number poor goes
up by millions more il other
basic needs including a measure
of freedorm of choice are taken
inte consideration., The
majority of the population is
illiterate; un- and wunder-
employment is widespread; the
large majority of ‘those
employed in 1nost seéectors,
particularly in agriculture,
small enterprise and informal
sectars suffer from low produc-
tivity: ‘and the decision makjn%r
Emcesses (national and local)

ypass the overwhelming ma-
Jority.

Itt this setting; social insti-
tutions such as professional as-
socldations; trade unions, mu-

'‘Guaranteeing' Secularism: Religigp,,}is_ﬁnoﬂ,Answer

Praful Bidwai writes from New Delhi

tual help societies, voluntary
groups focusing on common in-
terests, community interac-
tions, and soctal customs, con-
ventions and understandings,
ete. are also limited to the edu-
cated, elite minority, And local
dovernment institutions which,
when properly constituted and
mandated}? can play an impor-
tant role in social mobilisation
at the grassroots throughout the
country; are-also yet to be prop-
erly developed in this country.
Under the circumstances, the
needs and aspirations of the ex-
cluded majority in particular
cannot find proper articulation
and expression. The on-going
free market reforms in
Bangladesh therelore contain
potent forces of political and
social disruptions and chaos,
unless people-centred demo-
cratic checks can be instituted
to moderate those tendencies.
But democracy and unfet-
tered free markets are in fact
antagonistic to each other. The
f[ree markels, being based on
individualism and meritoe-
racy, have rio use for customs
and traditions and social insti-

" tutions. The individual remains

supreme. But democracy is a
process ol ‘social intermingling
and consensus building, the ba-
sic means of which are social
institutions and political pro-
cesses. In order to keep the
markets from accentuating so-
cig-economic: excluston, cul-
tural degeneration and political
chaos, democracy thus has a
crucial role to play.

The idea is to bring the two
antagonistic forces into a work-
ing partnership, which is so-
cially desirable and economi-
cally rewarding for all. People
at large are necessarily the ul-
timate arbiters of the contours
and thrusts of this alliance.
Thus, people’s choices and per-
spectives articulated through
sgcial institutions need to be;
through democratic political
practices; brought to bear on the
way the markets function,
while the markets exploit the
national and international
business dynamics freely
within Lhose broad social pa-
rameters. That is; the individ-
ual initiative is allowed to
flourish as moderated by social

inlluences and the economic

markets incorporate desirable
social imperatives, The path-
way generated as a result is one
that is socially acceptable mar-
ket economy, or what may be
termed as social market, type.
How might one pursue this

Modern tolerance derives from secular, universal values of cilizenship.
those who want to base politics on religion.

It completely opposes

That is the project shared by the pre- partition

Muslim League with its two-nation theory, and today's Hindutva.

Hindus who "know better”, and
warnl to “rescue” "poor’. “igno-
rant” tribals from the mission-
aries. Mr Vajpayee obviously
sympathises with the paternal-
ists. However, he should know
that the Constitution has some-
thing called "basic structure’:
that includes the freedom to
practise and propagate reli-
gion. The "basic structure’ is
not open to amendment. Mr
Vajpayee must have also known
that the political impact of his
endorsement of the anti-con-

version agenda would be to fan

the flames of anti-minority ha-
tred,

The fact that those flames
consumed Staines is purely in-
cidental. They «could have
ec}l.lually devoured a non-
Christian, say, in Gujarat,

sooner or later. Things may

have been different had the
BJP not repeatedly appeased the
perpetrators of violence. Ap-
peasement has a cruel logic. You
cede a little to the bully and
he'll come back for more. You
give in on shilanyas in 1989,
and he'll demolish the Babri
mosque in: 1992, You condone

those who vandalise Husain's
paintings, and they will soon
want to ban "Fire'. or burn
Ambedkar's "Riddles of Hin-
duism’.... You stoke jingoism
and machismo through Pokha-
ran-lI and you'll ‘have an ex-
E!usmn of h_i(gntry. neighbour-
ashing and might-is- right
tub-thumping.. Many of our
Farties_, including the BJP's own
riends, understand this legie,
Even the Telugu Desarn savs the
BJP has lost moral authority.
But our biggest party is turnin

a blind eve 1o il. Instead o

confronting Hindutva, the
Congress is busy discovering
secular virtues in Hinduism
and trying to win upper-caste
support.

No other interpretation of
its Working Committee’'s Jan-
uary 16 resolution declaring
Hinduism as “the most effective
guarantor of secularism” |is
permissible, This is further un-
derscored by Ms Sonia Gand-
hi's recent speeches in Delhi
and Pune. - After Tirupati, Ms
Gandhi plans to visit Hardwar
and Belur, Even as she attacks
‘the merchanls of poison and
hatred", she quoles liberally

[rom Hindu scriptures, There
is nothing wrong with holding
such views, or claiming that
tolerance lies at the "authentic”
core, if not lived in reality, of a
particular religion. What causes
problems — and there are big —
is the proposition that "toler-
ant” Hinduism is secularism's
‘Huarantor’. Similar claims
about “core” tolerance can be
macde in respect of most reli-
gions.

But it can also be plausibly
claimed that all religions
have elenients of intolerance.
What is special about Hin-
duism is not tolerance; but
polytheism, multiple sects and
plural forms of worship. Once
the Congress says Hinduism is
uniquely tolerant, with what
conviction can it oppose
"Hindu rashtra'? It is even
abandoning the diluté sarva
dharma samabhava version of
secularism. Secondly, is Hin-
duism really all that tolerant?

The claim is unconvincing
because today's Hinduism is

inseparable from casteism
and belief in social hierarchy.
Indeed; the «claim appears

=

Let us forget
politicians and
politics

Sir, Politicians of this
country have forgotten us, the

eople. This statement, 1
¢lieve, does not need any
elaboration. In order to make
our presence felt. I propose the
following steps only for one
week.

a) We shall not discuss
anirthing related to politicians,
political parties or politics in
our drawing rooms, offices,
restaurants or in corner lanes.

b} We shall not visit houses
of any politicians, be him a
national or union/ward leader.

¢)] We shall wear (not
necessarily) a badge saying 'we
do not discuss Politics &

.Politicians'.

The newspapers can also
support this. Please join this
silent protest. This country
belongs to the people and not to
‘so-called politicians',

Dr M Rafiqul Islam
Dhaka

The political scene

Sir, The Establishment is
learnln% to get practical, in-
stead of depending entirely on
verbal power and propaganda.
It has mentally oriented to the
reality and evil power of har-
tals, and under public pressure,
accepted the cat-and-mouse
game by announcing that the

overnment offices would be
ept open on weekly holidays to
compensate for the hartal days.

The questionn is for how

Jong? 180 days? Why 180 days?

No clariflication is needed. How
Imff.' the public will buy it? No-
body

knows.
_ The regime has apened other
fronts' some risky. The

madrasah education would re-
main or continue, it has been
officially asserted. What if
lakhs of madrasah students go
on a movement? Can't lathi-
charge students, the Hberators
in ‘any ‘country, nor tear-gas
them incessantly. How to get
the support of the Muslim
world? That is a big question,
regardless of the Taliban bogey.
Cannot ignore this world, with
90 Eer cent Muslim population
inl the country,

The risk may be calculated,
but who will benefit, and what
percentage would be disgrun-
tled? Whatever be the issue,
only an overall majority will
ensure stability. When the na-
tion last tried any issue through
Referendum? Will it work in
this country and provide a true
picture?

These guestions are not ir-
relevant. Such situations might
arise one day, so why not be
mentally prepared? Those who
ask questions are also patriotic,
and are not traitors of anti-
nationall

A Zabr
Dhaka
Destructive
politicians
Sir,. In a couple of hours

many of us, citizens of this
nation, will cross 70. We had

all our days of pleasure and
displeasure, exuberance and
dismay, satisfaction and
dissatisfaction, ethos and lack
of it, hope and despair. In all
these stales of mind, there was
always a string of ethos that
lead us to the later stage of life
with the continuous process of
evolution in our private or
gﬁrsnnal life. Events like the

econd World War, influx of
Burmese refugees, Gandhi's non
violent movemenl Lo oust the
British Raj, the Language
Movemernt, 21 — later 6 — point
demand for autonemy by the
citizens of this part of the then
Pakistan; crack down of Pak
army lead us tothe path of war
of independence eulminating in
the esiablishment of the new
nation — the People's Republic
of Bangladesh. :

We started with high hopes
and aspirations. with immense
will to saerifice for building a
new nation. The people believed
and were ready to sacrifice the
present so that the nation
would become a happy and a
prosperous one. We gave our
politicians a free hand to write
a . constitution and the
politicians faithfully produced
the most commendable
constitution to guide the nation
to:a process o establishin% a
democratic way of life. But what
followed next was the path to
destroy the constitution,
leading to a bleak future.

Without recounting what has
haaf;i:ened 10 this nation one can
sately say that the people are
frustrated, disma}recf and
counting their days in misery
with no sign of [ight for the

coming days. The moral values

and beliefs that were supposed
to safeguard the people's right,
now usurped and sericusly
affecting our sensibilities.

We are being humiliated by
the destructive powers of the
politicians.

Syed Waliullah
Dhaka

Commendable

campailgn

Sir, Over the last couple or
weeks, the DS has published a
series ol reports highlighting
the use of leaded fuel in our
country and its adverse effects
on humans. These reports have
helped to inecrease public
awareness for a problem we
Know is present; but have often
disregarded.

I was even more disturbed to
know that the country's lone oil
refinery had been lying idle for
a long period of time, Such
negligence on government's
part in failing to tackle
problems at hand despite
resources being available is

Ieproachable: One is lead to

believe that the only reason
measures were eventually taken
to revive it by our government
while paying heed to public
concerns was the recent wave of
reports. 1 thank the Dalily Star
for its commendable campaign

. to c¢lean our city's air and

taking a positive step towards
public health. _

Asif Zaman

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

grotesque at the end of a decade
that saw the Babri demoli-
tion, much communal carmage,
and injection’ of religious ha-
tred into organs of the state and
sociely. Third, it is illegitimate
to equate lolerance with secu-
larism. Secularism means the
basic separation of religion
from politics. Secularism is
uncnmprumisin% on tolerance.
Religions ms;y e amnbivalent.
After all, faith usually de-
mands unflinching adherence
io some mnotion of the divine.
of salvation, of the Other
World. This could make for in-
tolerance towards other faiths..

The pre-modern idea of
tolerance is about co-existence
with, or indifference towards,
other religions. You tolerate
them although yeu know they
have not seen Lhe Light. The
modern conception of toler-
ance involves an active rela-
tionship; it has to do with
respect, empathy and under-

standing for others. You are
tolerant because you are secu-
lar ‘and believe that religion
and politics

should not be

goal of social market-based de-
velopment pathway in
Bangladesh, which {s obviously
a ditficult to achieve? To that
end. education; particularly ba-
sic education, needs to be spread
as fast as possible to enable the
people in a basic sense to begin
o move out of ‘exclusion’ and
mainstream themselves, but, at
the same time, it is crucially
important that local govern-
ment institutions are properly
established for the ordinary
people to find an institutional
framework for them to partici-
pale more actively in the deci-
si0n-making processes. With
education Egreading. ordinary
people may be expected to par-
licipate more actively in the
governance process through lo-
cal government institutions
and eventually in wider na-
tional contexts through various
social institutions and political
processes, This process of social
and political renewal may also
unleash forees lo counteract the
widespread corruption and an-
tisocial activities in public and
private sectors and promote
morality and ethical integrity
in both.

The government may pro-ac-
tively assist the strengthening
of social institutions for a bet-
ter articulation of people's
needs and aspirations, and pos-
itively respond to their points
of view and proposals. At the
same time, the realities facing
the country (large-scale
poverty, (lliteracy, and unem-
ployment; resource endowrnent,
its imitations and potentials
centring around land, water
and people; technological and
skill limitations; resource con-
strained small and marginal
farming, etc.) should be prop-
erly assessed and imperatives
arising therefrom built into the
reform process to work out a
modified reform agenda suited
to the situational context and
needs of Bangladesh. This may
then be put to the people for de-
bate and consensus formation.
The social imperatives and re-
form requirements; thus
evolved, would provide the ba-
sic. guidelines for the povern-
ment to' foster partnership
linkages with the private sector
([domestic and foreign).

It should be in the interest of
the private sector to take those
social and political' dynamics
into’its stride and build the
ic_:»alrlruﬁrsxllip that will allow its
unctioning, as sanctioned by a
consensual social contact pro-
viding lhe basis for general ac-
ceplability and systemic stabil-
1ty within a broad social mar-
ket economy and plobalization
framework, as opposed to urdet-
tered free miarkets and untamed
globalization entailing unde-
sirable and disruptive social
and political consequences.

_

mixed so each retains its in:
tegrity. Modern tolerance de-
rives from secular, universal
values of citizénship. It com-
pletely opposes those who
want to base politiecs on reli-
Einn. That is the project shared
y the pre- partition Muslim
League with its two-nation the-
ory, and today's: Hindutva. The .
Congress, if il wants to resecu-
larise itself after its long, dis-
astrous flirtation with soft-
Hindutva, st fercefully re-
ject the communalist project,
The party has to go beyond
verbal assertion. It must ac-
tively mobilise against the
Hindutva onslaught and de-
fend the minorities. And it
must fight Hindutvals reacs
tionary = social function:
maintlaining hierarchies that
guard the powerful. This
means the Congress will have
to' identify with the under-
privileged, with forces of
justice and social transfor-
mation. The party has not yet
fallen for “soft- Hindutva™ It
1s only flirting with a “soft-on-
Hindutva” line. If il proceeds
further in that direction. it
could becomie the BJP's B-team.
To avoid this fate, the Congress
must break with all shades of
communalism and adopt an
agenda’ of empowerment and
social emancipation. That
alone is secularism's "guaran-
tor",

COLUMN:”$ '

wrong, — Buffie Carstairs.

Sharing the |

EAR Miss Kriow-It-All | My mother says I have to thank
pecple who send me Christinas cards. [ think she has been
eating too much frujtcake. Please advise that she is

Dear Buffie : Unfortunately, vour mother is right. You have
to thank someone who sends you a card. The Christmas card is
a sacred document, and good manners dictate it has to be ac-
knowletged as part of our holiday festivities. Here is a sample
thank-you letter ;

"Dear Mr. and Mrs. Minderman : Thank you for your won-
derful season's greeting with the picture of Santa Claus and his
reindeer. | can't tell you what it meant to open the envelope and
discover that your fgmil:f wished my family not only a wonder-
ful Yuletide, but also a Happy New Year. Once again, it shows
how generous the Minderman are. [ will treasure your card for-
ever, along with the others | have saved for years. You certainly
know how to touch another person's heart. Ete., ete."

You don't have to reply to Christmas cards until the holidays
— but don’t put it off for too long or the sender will start believ-
ing you are an ungrateful wretch. | |

Dear Miss Know-It-All : I work in the same office with ‘a girl
named Alice. Our boss gave me a plastic wallet and Alice a tri
to Bermuda. Is there something wrong with this? — Sally
Chafle.

Dear Sally : I'm sure your boss knows what he's doing, If you
would send me a photo of yourself and one of Alice 1 might be
able to get to the bottom of the puzzle. Besides, Bermuda is
rather cold this time of year,

Dear Miss Know-It-All : All my friends say there is no Santa
Claus, What gives? — Virginia Thor. —

Dear Virginia : If their parents worked for Boeing, C.itir:ur}:b.
Mobil-Exxon or any of the other companies that recently
merged, your friends are right. E
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