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'No camps of
insurgents in
Bangladesh’

The pgovernment yesterday
refuted an allegation of provid-
ing shelter to insurgents from
Tripura state of India and reit-
eraled its stand not to allow its
territory for insurgent activi-
ties against any foreign coun-
try, reports BSS.

When the attention of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs was
drawn to a news report pub-
lished in some local dailies
quoting BBC on the alleged exis-
tence of camps of insurgents in
Bangladesh, spokesman of the
Ministry said "Bangladesh re-
mains committed not to allow
its territory to be used for any
insurgent activities against any
foreign country.”

He added that in view of such
a firm stand the "question of
the existence of any such camp
in Bangladesh does not arise."

BBC quoted Tripura Chiel
Minister Manik Sarkar as
saying that there were at least
25 camps of the different insur-
gents groups in Bangladesh.

Khaleda condemns
police attack on
BNP men during
hartal

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has protested the
police attack on her party lead-
ers and workers in the city
during January 26 hartal, re-
ports UNB.

In a statement yesterday, she
said police resorted to baton
charge on BNP lawmakers
Sadek Hossain Khoka, Aman-
ullah Aman, Joynal Abedin
Faruque, Nazimuddin Alam
and JCD president Habibun
Nabi Sohel on Topkhana Road
and in Mirpur.

She demanded immediate
punishment to the police offi-
cials responsible.

The BNF chief said hartal
has become the only alternative
means to protest against the
misdeeds and misrule of the
government when other demo-
cratic ways are obstructed.

"We have been compelled to
enforce hartal for realising

ublic demands as Awami

ague government in a fascist

manner has snatched all demo-
cratic rights," she said.

Begum Zia alleged that the
government had let loose its
armed cadres and branded
criminals and used police for
carrying out naked attack and
repression on opposition ac-
tivists in the name of resisting
hartal. "It is unprecedented in a
civilized society." she added.

BNP’s public
rally 1n city
on Thursday

By Staff Correspondent

Main opposition BNP will
hold a public meeting at Paltan
Maidan at 3 pm on Thursday to
press for bpposition 4-point
demand and cancellation of
municipal election schedule.

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia will address
the, meeting, said a press re-
lease.,

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan in a state-
esterday urged all to
make the public rally a success.

Meanwhile, Jatiya Party,
Jamaat-e-Islami and Islamic
Oun.t'a Jote will also arrange
separate meetings in the city on
Thursday.

JP jt meet

tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent

An emergency joint meetin
of the Jatiya Party will be hels
tomorrow at party's central of-
fice at 6.30 pm, said a press re-
lease.
- JP secretary general Naziur
Rahman Manju has asked the
office bearers of the central
committee, president and gen-
eral secretary of Dhaka city
unit, and presidents and gen-
eral secretaries of all front or-

ganisations to attend the meet-
ing in time.

Rayerbazar canal

From Puue |

dren to remember the martyrs
of our Liberation War,” said
Apu, a resident and a student of
the Dhaka University.

Apu also points out that the
truck terminal would bring
with it a host of anti-social el-
ements.

Holzman

From Page |

briefing her on the develop-
ments and assured Holzman of
all cooperation regarding the
energy sector in B adesh.
Another US team, scheduled
to visit Bangladesh from
Fébruarly; 12 to 14, would be
headed by former US envoy to
India, Frank Weisner. The 12-
strong team would be comprised
of S businessmen, ‘en-
trepreneurs and executives.

This visit is linked with a US-
Bangladesh Trade Fair, an an-
nual event,

BNP sources claimed that
yesterday's Khaleda-Holzman
meeting also reflected the "gen-
eral disappointment” over poor
performance of the government
in dealing with energy sector.

Lewinsky back in Washington,
closed testimony today

WASHINGTON. Jan 31: Mon-
ica Lewinsky arrived back in
Washington vesterday. in
preparation for deposition tes-
timony in President Bill Clin-
ton's impeachment trial, while
Clinton rescheduled a February
trip to Central America so he
would be home when the case
enids, reports AP.

Subpoenaed by the Senate to
testily tomorrow, Lewinsky was
greeted at the Mayflower Hotel
by several dozen tourists and
anti-Clinten demonstrators,
held behind red velvet ropes as
she walked pasl wearing a black
topcoatl and baseball cap.

'God bless the dress,” one
protest sign read, referring to
the stained clothing of Lewin-
sky that had evidence of a sex-

ual relationship between the
president and the former White
House intern.

Lewinsky's closed testimony
is scheduled to be conducled
tomorrow in the stately hotel,
where she will be questioned by
House prosecutors and While
House lawyers, with two sena-
tors serving as referees. The
Senate would have to decide
whether to release a videotape
of her testimony or to call her
as a live witness. Three House
prosecutors interviewed her at
the hotel last Sunday.

Impeachment prosecutors
expecl Lewinsky to support an
obstruction of justice charge
against Clinton with "almost
total recall” of her conversa-
tions with him and her inter-
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Former White House intern Monica Lewinsky is escorted

into the Mayflower Hotel by .an unidentified man
Saturday in Washington, DC, Lewinsky is due to give a
videotaped deposition to Republican prosecutors today
which will be used in Clinton's impeachment trial before

the Senate.

—AFP photo

pretation of what he said, House
offictals familiar with the
strategy conternd.

The prosecution team be-
lileves that she "has a lot of in-
formation if you ask the righi
questions,” said one House offi-
cial, speaking on condition of
anonymity.,

Rep Ed Bryant, a Tennessee
Republican and a soft-spoken
former federal prosecutor. was
assigned to ciuestinn Lewinsky.
He must skillfully use the for-

mer intern's interpretation of

events to overcome Lewinsky's
statement that "no one ever
asked me to lie, and [ was never
promised a job for my silence."

Meanwhile, The New York
Times reported in Sunday's ecli-
tions that Independent Counsel
Kenneth Starr has concluded he
has the constitutional author-
ity to seek a grand jury indict-
ment of Clinton before the pres-
ident leaves office.

Attributing its account to
several unidentified associates
of Starr, the newspaper said
that despite concluding he has
legal authority to seek a crimi-
nal indictment, Starr has not
decided whether to do so.

Clinten rescheduled his
long-planned Feb 10-15 trip al-
ter the Senate sel a goal of vot-
ing on two articles of impeach-
ment by Feb 12.

instead. the president and
lirst lady Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton will make a day trip to Mex-

ico on Feb 15 to meet with
Fresident Ernesto Zedillo,

Meanwhile, a Newsweek poll
released yesterday said 65 per
cent of Americans — and even
45 per cent of Republicans sur-
veyed — believe that Clinton
should not be indicted after
leaving office for the actions
that led to his impeachment.

Only 28 per cent responded
that Clinton should be con-
victed in the impeachment trial
and removed from office.

More than half of those sur-
veyed, 54 per cent, said Republi-
cans have been hurt by the im-
peachment proceedings, and 40
per cent of Republicans agreed
with that assessment.

The poll interviewed 751
adults from Jan 28-29, with a
margin of error of plus or minus
4 percentage points,

Ghorasal power plant

Fromi FEII_F_IE I

By the year-end. another 200
MW power will be added by two
private sector barge- mounted
plants.

The government has taken
steps to build more power
plants in private and public sec-
tors in the coming years. The
priviate sector schemes will add
1200 MW ol power and the pub-
lic sector another 1000 MW,

“We have limited resources.
But il we use it in a planned
way, we may solve bigger prob-
lems.” the Prime Minister said.

She urged power sector offi-
cials and employees to be more
honest and sincere and the
people to stop wastage of power
to help the government solve
the power erisis.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Science and Tech-
nology Minister Noor Uddin
Khan who is also former energy
minister, State Minister for
Power Rafiqul Islam, the Rus-
sian Ambassador and Natural
Resources Secretary Towfig -e-
Elahi Chowdhury,

Built with a Russian com-
mercial loan and the govern-
ment's lunds, the Ghorasal
sixth unit actually took 12
yvears to be completed.

A Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) for this plant
was signed in 1987 with
Technopromexport. Work on
the project began in 1993, But
till the Awami League govern-
ment came 1o power in June '96,
only 8 per cent work of the pro-
ject was completed,

"Due to the tremendous im-
portance given by the Prime
Minister to pursue all power
projects, it was possible to com-
plete the remaining 92 per cent
of the project in the last two and
a hall years,” PDB Chairman
Nuruddin M Kamal said while
speaking on the occasion.

Prime Minisier Sheikh
Hasina also miaintained that

the present power ¢risis was the
resull of "sheer ncegligence” to
this sector by.the past govern-
ments. To improve the power
SUPP% situation, the govern-
ment had to pursue reforms to
improve generation, distribu-
tion and bill collection systems,
she added.

The Prime Minister also an-
nounced a host of facilities to be
made available to all power sec-
tor employees who live in isola-
tion in plant areas. These facil-
ities include development of
medical centres, schools and
children’s playgrounds.

Besides, as an incentive to
all the employees of the Gho-
rasal Power Plant, the Prime
Minister announced Tk 1000
bonus for each employee
(totalling Tk 10 lakh). ,

Attempt on poet

Jamaat, 10]J
demand
judicial probe

Jamaat-e-Islami has ex-
pressed concern over the "moti-
vated spread ol confusion” by
the government and a section of
the press about Jslam and its
followers centring the attempt
on the life of poet Shams-r
Rahman, reports UNB.

In a resolution, a meeting of
the party's wnrkinf comimittee
yeslerday demanded judicial
probe into the incident at the
residence of Shamsur Rahman.

Islami Oikya Jote (10J) also
demanded judicial inquiry
commission to probe the inci-
deut of attempt on the lite of
poet Shamsur Rahman at his
residence before the Eid day.

Akheri Munajat

From Page |

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, members of the cabi-
net, high government officials
and diplomats of the Muslim
countries in Dhaka are expected
lo participate in the Akheri
Munajat,

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed will be present on the
main dais while Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina will offer the
munajat from a roof-top of a
nearby building.

Necessary measures have
been taken for maintaining
sinooth traffic in Tongi and
surrounding areas. Security has
been tightened in the area and
movement of all non-motorised
vehicles including rickshaws
on Dhaka-Mymensingh High-
way from Tongi Bridge to Joy-
devpur Square has been re-
stricted.

Meanwhile, the Islamic
scholars and Tablig Jamaal
leaders from home and abroad
delivered important religious
speeches yesterday, the second
day ol the Ijtema highlighting
the teachings of Islam.

Tiley discussed the ways anc
means of preaching Islam
throughout the world and urged
all Muslims to participate in it.

Legal Aid Bill 99
placed in JS

- A bill seeking to provide le-
gal aid by the state to the poor
and helpless who are unable to
get justice for socic-economiic
insolvency was introduced in
the Jatiyva Sangsad yesterday,
reports BSS,

Introduced by the Law, Jus-
tice and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Abdul Matin Khasru,
the Legal Aid Bill 1999, seeks to
establish a national legal aid
organisation with headquar-
ters in Dhaka.

—

Opposition stages walkout

From Page |
and Opposition benches, to
‘probe irito incident and ensure
appropriate punishment to the
police officer on the findings of
the investigation’,

‘If the government refuses to
constitute a parliamentary
probe committee, the oppeosi-
tion will be compelled to stage a
walk-out to communicate to the
people that a despotic govern-
ment is now ruling the coun-
try.”

Al this stage, Telecommuni-
cation Minister Mohammad
Nasim took floor to express his
‘surprise over the BNP's
grievances over police torture'.

A number of Awami League
leaders including some senior
ones had been exposed to police
torture during the BNP regime,”
Nasim said. "Had the govern-
ment of Khaleda Zia punished
the police officers concerned at
that time, the state employees
would not have dared to humil-
iate the politicians today.”

The minister teased BNP for
its recent alliance with the JP
and Jamaat, and read out from
a publication contlaining some

\ critical comments by Shah

Moazzem Hossain, Moudud
Ahmed, Obaidur Rahman and
Kamaruzzaman against BNP
chiel Khaleda Zia.

Visibly angered by Nasim's
speech, the MPs of BNP and
Jamaat walked out of the
House,

Meanwhile, JP legislator Dr.
TIM Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury
took the floor to say that there
was nothing wrong with the
BNP's proposal.

"What's wrong with forming
a parliamenf cominittee to
probe into the alleged incident
of police excesses against the
BNP legislators?,” asked the JP
la er. “Why should the AL
refrain from looking into the
allegation of police atrocities
on the opposition on the plea
that su{:E incidents went un-
punished during the BNP
regime?”

He said that the 'JP would
also be forced to stage a walk-
out if the government fails to
constitute a parliamentary
probe committee.”

Then appeared the deputy
leader of the House and LGRD
minister, Zillur Rahman. "Un-

der Lhe rules, there is no scope
for having a discussion on har-
lals: On top of all, where is the
proof that the police beat up the
BNP MPs?"

The deputy leader found BNP
allegations an ‘'unfounded sto-
ry’, and finished his speech
without making any comment
on the opposition proposal for
constituting a parliamentary
probe committiee.

At this point JP whip advo-
cate Fazle Rabbi sought floor.
But the deputy speaker turned a
deaf ear to his appeal and asked
Awami League whip Abdush
Shahid to move a motion of
vole of thanks on the Presiden-
tial address delivered on Jan-
uary 25 last.

Advocate Rabbi at this stage
led the walkout by seven JP
MPs present in the House at
that time,

As soon as the motion was
moved amidst the JP walkout,

the Chair asked the law minis- -

ter to introduce the Legal Aid
Bill 1999.

Following the bill's intro-
duction, the Chair hurriedly ad-
journed the House until 6:00
this evening.

Detention of
Aziz Bhai:
Showcause

on govt

By SC Correspondent

The High Court yesterday di-
rected the government to show
cause within two weeks as 1o
why the detention of Aziz Mo-
hammad Bhai should not be de-
clared to have been passed
withoul any lawful authority
and is ol nio legal effect and the
detenu be set at liberty forth-
with.

Upon a writ petition filed by
Nowrin Aziz Mohammad Bhai,
wite of Aziz Mohaminad Bhaij
the division bench of the HC
comprising Justice K M Hasan
and Justice Md Ali Asgar Khan
also vrdered the government to
show cause as 10 why Aziz Mo-
havunad Bhai should not be

' brought before the HC so as to
| satisly ilsell that he is not de-

tained without any lawful au-
thority or in an unlawful man-
TLET.

Aziz. Mohammad Bhai was
arrested on January 6, 1999 and
the order to detain him tor 30
days was 1ssued the f[ollowing
day,

Barrister Shawkat Ali Khan
assisted by Advocate Fazlul
Hoque Khan Farid and Md
Tamizuddin moved for the peti
Lioer.

Five fishermen
drown, three
abducted

by pirates

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Jan 31, Five fish-
ermen drowned when a fish
loaded trawler sank in the con-
fluence of the Baleswar river
and the Bay of Bengal near
Chandeswar along the Sundar-
bans in the early hours of Sat-
urday,

Three other fishermen were
abeducted by the pirates of Sun-
darbans.

According to Chowdhury
Mostafa, president, Pathar-
ghata Trawler Owners Asso-
ciation the trawler that sank
was overloaded.

The dead fishermen were
identified as Ayub Ali. 27, Nu-
rul Alam, 23, Zakir Hossain,
26, Kaosar, 20, and Kabir Kazi,
32. All hailed from Gyanpara of
Patharghata of Barguna dis-
lrict. Bodies of Ayub and Kaosar
were recovered Irom Charduani
and Charkhali of Patharphata
yesterday afternoor.

The abducted fishermen —
Sagir, 26, Shaheed, 24. and
Tipu, 27 — could niot be rescued
till filing of this report tonight,

Meanwhile, the pirates de-
manded a ransom of Tk 10.000
for releasing each of them.

JS snippets

Erom Pawvie ]

member did not mean the blaze
the fire brigademen fight
against, It's the political vio-
lence flaring up across the
country.” said the minister,
making an appeal to all con-
cerned to practise tolerance in
pelitics,

Deputy Speaker Abdul
Hamid then commented. -
think he (Osman) meant the fire
in the heart.”

x k ok

Golam Faruk Obhi spoke
harsh about deposed President
HM Ershad who expelled him

from the Jatiya Party on
Thursday.
Without naming Ershad,

Wbhi asked the home minister,
"l would like 10 know how an
MP who was jailed on charge of
moral turpitude could be al-
lowed to attend the parliament
session Keeping him in a sub-
jail on the premises of the par-
liament complex?”

The minister appeared to be
happy hearing the guestion,
which he said, should have been
asked much earlier. "1t was
done as per law of the land”, he
replied.

* * *

Prime Minister and Leader
of the House Sheikh Hasina was
seen enjoying some lighter
momernts with her party law-
makers minutes before the sit-
ting started,

As she entered the House at
about 4.45 pm, she was sur-
rounded by a group of AL law-
makers on the passage leading
to her seat, The PM was seen
talking to her party colleagues
in a jubilant mood.

At thal time, some 45 mem-
bers were present in the Trea-
sury Bench while the Opposi
Lian seats were totally empty.
The House requires the presence
of at least 60 members to star!
its business.

"The members who will at-
tend in time will be rewarded
and the late-comers will be
fined Tk 100 for every hour,” a
smiling Leader of the House was
heard from the press gallery as
saying.

But none asked if the penalty
would also be applicable for
Sheikh Hasina, who came 15
minutes behind schedule yes-
terday.

* k K

The JP lawmakers, clearly
divided into two factions, be-
haved in their own ways. The
grog loyal to Communications
MiMfsier Anwar Hossain Monju
entered the House first while
the group enjoying the blessings
of Ershad came later.

The pro-Ershad JP members
followed BNP to stage a walk-
out. While the BNP was prepar-
mﬁ{ for the walkout, Monju's
followers left the House one by

one, understandably to avoid
the protest.

Rashidpur Gasfield

Drilling of Well-5 on
without trouble

From Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET, Jan 31: : Drilling of
Well No § in Rashidpur Gasfiekd
in Habiganj district is going on
in full swing and up to 4200 feet
has so far been drilled without
any major trouble,

There are positive signs and
we are optimistic about success-
ful completion of the drilling,
an official of the Sylhet Gas-
fteld Lid told The Daily Star
yesterday. "Everything is being
done carelully and under high-
5l salety arrangements." he
said.

The well will be drilled up 1o
a4 depth of 9500 feet within 90
days. he added. Drilling began
on January 5.

Two other wells, one 13 kms
and the other six kms from Well

No 3 will be drilled. Drilling of

the three wells in the same gas-
fieltd are scheduled to be com-
pleted by Novemnber 30, he said.

Reserve of gas in the three
wells has been estimated at
about 1.32 trillion CFT, he said.

The project is being imple-
meited by the Svlhet Gastield
under the 'Gas Infrastructure
Development Programme'
(GIDP), partly financed by the
World Bank and DA,

The Oil & Natural Gas Cor-
poration [ONGC) of India has

been given the contract for the
drilling under an agreement
signed wilhi Petrobangla on
May 27 last year, he said.

Drilling of the three wells
will cost 124 crore including
Tk 83.4 crore in foreign cur-
rency.

About 90 mmcfd of gas, 72
barrels ol motor spirit and con-
densate will be produced daily
in the three wells. After pro-
cessing. the dry gas will be sup-
plied to the national grid, the
officials said.

To process the produced gas,
work is going on to install two
Silica-Gel plants of 45 mmefld
capacity each at a nearby loca-
tion al a cosl of Tk 117ycr-::are
under a Surface Development
Facilities project of the GIDP.

Measures have been taken to
make the plants ready with the
completion of drilling, officials
acdded.

It may be mentioned here
that in the Rashidpur Gasfield,
there are four old gas wells,
producing about 77 to 85 mmeid
gas daily now.

Rashidpur Gasfield is lo-
cated in the hilly area of
Bahubal thana. It is one of the 6
gasfields owned by the Sylhet
(Giasfield Limited.

No breakthrough in --

Indo-US talks

NEW DELHI, Jan 31: Indian
and American negotiators to
day ended the eighth round of
talks aimed at nudging New
Delhi into signing a nuclear
weapons treaty without making
any breakthrough, reports AP.

The two sides promised to
meet before the middle of the
year.

"We have had a very fruitful,
productive and constructive
three days of discussion.” For-
eign Minister Jaswant Singh
told journalists in New Delhi
alter talks with US Deputy Sec-
retary of State Strobe Talbott.

The talks began after New
Dethi sel off underground nu-
clear tests in the deserts of Ra-
jasthan state in May.; following
which neighboring Pakistan re-
taliated with jts own explo-
sions. Washington joined many
other countries in imposing
economic and military sanec-
tions and opened talks to per-
suade India to sign the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty.

Jndia refuses to sign the
trgaty. saying it needs a defense
against the threat it sees from
China and Pakistan.

A joint statement issued at
the end ol the thlks said "both
delegations are satisfied with
the outcome of the talks. As

with earlier meetings, the secu-
rily perspectives ol both the
sidles were further elaborated
aiid clarified and proposal for
liarmonizing these perspectives
were explored.”

Both groups agreed to con-
sult each other frequently on
the status of negotiations on the
Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty
and the possibility of other
multilateral agreements.

Washington wants India and
Pakistan to issue a formal
mioratorium on the production
ol lissile materials used to
make nuclear weapons and
adopt restraints on nuclear-ca-
pable missiles and aireraft.

Corrigendum

The news report on

- Baghabari power plant head-

lined "PDB grants developer
some undue’ facility” published
in The Daily Star Saturday
mistakenly mentioned that
NEPC was setling up its power
plant in Baghabari. NEPC,
which was offered some undue
facility by the PDB, is setting up
its barge-mount plant in
Haripur. The Baghabari plant is
being set up by another com-
pany — Westmont. The mistake
is regretted.

| suffering from severe

Attempt on poet

Arrested nine

sent to jail
By Staff Correspondent

Nine alleged activists of
Harkat-uz Jihad. held on
charge of attempt on poet
Shamsur Rahman. were pro-
duced in a court yesterday on
expiry of their 10-day police
remarnd,

The Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate rejected their bail
prayers and ordered for sending
them to jail.

The nine sent to jail are:
Mahatab Uddin, Faza{-e-E]alli
Hassan, Tareq Aziz, Mozammel
Hossain, Moulana Mahfuzur
Rahman, Hasan Mahmud Siraj,
Hafez Monir Ahmed, Sawkat
Hossain and Safayet Hossain.

Earlier they were cross-ex-
amined by the JIC.

Mahatab Uddin and Fazal-e-
Elahi Hassan gave confessional
statements before the magis-
trate yesterday on their in-
volvement in the attempt on the
poet's life and on the activities
of Harkat-uz-Jihad.

Eight others, including two
foreign nationals, who have
been under a five-day remand
will be produced in court today.

Sexual harassment

Protest rally on

DU campus

By DU Correspondent

DU students protesting the
sexual harassment at some fe-
male students brought out a
procession on the campus and
held a rally in front of the
Aparajec Bangla yesterday to
press home their six-point de-

manci. .
Arsenic

From Fade |
safe drinking water, a large
number of people in 61 districts
of the country that have heen
alfected with arsenic contami-
nation are still in the dark
about the poisoning.

“Until doctors from DCH
came to inform us, we had no
idea of the toxic in our hody. We
learnt about the deadly affect
only a few years ago,” a group of
patients lrom Faridpur, Pabna,
Laxmipur. Narayanganj, Kush-
tia and Chandpur, who also at-
tended the workshop, told The
Daily Star.

The DCH survey has so far
identified some 4000 patients
rsenic
peisoning across the country.
Unofficial estimates, however,
put the number at least ten
times higher,

Surveys by different gov-
ernment and non- government
organisations are also under-
way to identify arsenic patients
while they continue to suffer.

Accordin to available
statistics, "field kit” tests of
tubewell waters in many of the
61 districts show arsenic con-
tamination much higher than
the WHO recommended level of

0.01 mg/L.
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