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Implementation of Wye Accord

Aratat to meet Clinton
to seek US support

GAZA, Jan 30: Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat will
meet US President Bill Clinton
in Washington next week to dis-
cuss Israel's suspension of a US-
mediated land-for-security
deal, a senior Palestinian nego-
tiator said on Friday, reports
Reuters. :

Saeb Erekat said Arafat
would ask Clinton, who last Oc-
tober brokered the Wye River
interim deal between the Pales-
tinians and Israel, to press Is-
rael to move ahead with the ac-
cord's implementation.

Israel, citing alleged Pales-
tinian violations, suspended
the agreement last month, the
United States has called on Is-
rael to implement it.

Israeli Prime Minister Ban-
jamin Netanyahu's handling of
peace moves prompted Israel's
parliament in December to
move national elections up to
May 17 from late 2000, Israel's
election campaign has further
clouded the chances of peace-

making progress.
"He E&rafﬂt] will ... be in
Washington between the second

and the fourth of February
where he is scheduled to meet
President Clinton," Erekat told
reporters in Gaza after a weekly
Palestinian cabinet meeting.
"Our message is clear, we

need a mechanism to cﬂmgel Is- -

rael to implement their obliga-
tions,"” he said, speaking in En-
glish.

"We seek President Clinton's
help in order to ensure the accu-
rate and precise implementa-
tion of the agreements signed,”

- he said.

AFP adds: On Thursday
Arafat is due to fly to Germany
where he will attend a confer-
ence of international donors in
Frankfurt. Thereafter he may
visit France and Italy althoug

this has not yet been decided ac- i

cording to Palestinian officials.

One leading Palestinian an-
alyst sees Arafat's trip as part of
a cnntinuin% campaign to drum
up support for the possible an-
nouncement of a Palestinian
stale on May 4 when the interim
period as set oul in the Oslo
Peace Accords comes to an end.

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 30:
The Security Council threw its
Support Friday behind a de-
mand by the United States and
Furopean allies for an auton-
omy settlement for ethnic Al-
banians in Kosovo by mid-
February. reports AP,

The council adopted a con-
sensus statement welcoming
the'call by Contact Group — the
United States, Britain, France,
Russia, Germany and Italy — for
Serbs to sit down Feb 6 with
ethnic Albanians to end a year
of violence.

The council said it supports
international efforts to bring
about a recognition of the "legit-
imate rights' of the ethnic Al-
banians in Kosovo while af-
firming the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Yu-
goslavia.

British Ambassador Jeremy
Greenstock said Britain drafted
the statement after the Contact
Group met Friday in London to
show the council was behind
the call for a political settle-
mernt, which for the first time
stipulated a timeframe for a

deal.

He sald it was now up to the
politicians in Yupgoslavia to
make the plan a reality.

"l hope the momentum now
generated will produce some
agreement, some peace and
some rights for the people in the
Balkans that we can all sup-
port,” Greenstock said.

The statement contains
'very strong language demand-
ing compliance there, and we
hope very strongly that the.
leadership in Belgrade gets the
message," deputy US ambas-
sador Nancy Soderberg said.

The statement expresses the
council's deep concern at the es-
calating violence in Kosovo,
where Serb police on Friday
stormed a southwestern village,
killing 24 ethnic Albanians.
One Serb officer also was killed.

It repeats the council's con-
cern about attacks on civilians
and underlines the need for a
"full and unhindered investiga-
tion" of such attacks.

The statement constrains
‘very strong language demand-
ing compliance there, and we

Intornational

UNSC endorses autonomy
plan for Kosovo-Albanians

hope very strongly that the
leadership in Belgrade gets the
message,” deputy US ambas-
sador Nancy Soderberg said.

The two sides have heen
fighting since last February
over the ethnic Albanian de-
mand for indepéndence form
Serb-led Yugoslavia. Over 2,000
people have died and tens of
thousands have been routed
from their homes in the
province, where ethnic Albani-
ans constitute 90 per cent of the
population.

Neither the statement nor
the Contact Group call suggests
any use of force to compel Yu-
goslav President Slobodan
Milosevic or the ethnic Albani-
ans to comply with the de-
mands, NATO, however, has al-
ready issued a stern warning
and was expected to make an
even tougher call on Saturday.

Russia isn't member on
NATO, but has been able to exert
its demand that force not be
used in Kosovo in consultations
of the Contact Group and Secu-
rity Council, where it holds veto
power,
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Graduates Forum of India.

Some 55 blind and disabled persons
workers in Bombay Friday. The progra
the capability of blind people and imp
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run a distance of 300 kilometres along with social
mme was organised to create public awareness about
rove the confidence of the participants from the Blind

* — AP/UNB photo
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Stron;% quake jolts NW China:

An earthqu

measuring 5.6 on the Richter jolted part of the

northwestern Chinese region of Xinjiang yesterday official
media said, AFP says from Beijing.

The tremor hit at 11:51 AM (0351 GMT)} in the remote south-
ern part of Toksun, Xinhua news agency quoted the China

Sﬂismulugicaj Bureau as saﬂm‘f
a

populated and the bureau

. The
not received any reports of dam-

ected areas was sparsely

age or casualties there so far, the agency said,

Floods claim 7 lives in Indonesia:

Floods tri

ered by heavy rains across Indonesia killed at least

seven people and forced thousands of people to flee their homes,
newspapers reported yesterday, AP reports from Jakarta,

Four people drowned Friday when their boat capsized on a
river that overflowed its banks in Bojonegoro, 400km east of
Jakarta, the Indonesian capital. In*two nearby towns, also on
the main island of Java, a 9-year-old by and an elderly woman
were found dead in their flooded homes. the Suara Karya daily

reported.

ROK to free 17 political prisoners:

South Korea will release 17 Tong-term political prisoners next
month, including one who has been in jail for the world's record
of 41 years, news reports said yesterday, AFP reports from

Seoul.

The 17 prisoners, who have been in jail for between 29 and
41 years will walk free as part of a special amnesty to mark the
March 1 Independence Movement Day, Yonhap News Agency

and television reports said.

2 Thai

Bangkok's

licemen

olice chief has suspended two officers suspected of

ended:

torturing a female suspect to force a theft confession, police said
yesterday, AP reports from Bangkok.

The move is unusual and a sign of gradual change in the
police department. Usually, officers accused or found guilty of

wrongdoing are shifted to an inactive

post where they still

receive a payeheck and fuill benefits. , - ~

Mexican teachers Pmt&st: Fhoiganda ot

Mexican teachers protestin
brought traffic to a standsti

at the arrest of five colleagues
in the Mexican capital on Friday

while riot police and troops protected the president's residence,
Reuters reports from Mexico City.

"Political prisoners, free them.” the crowd, estimated by
police at 9,000 chanted under the eye of scores of riot police

carrying batons and shields and presidential

guards, some

armed with high-power assault rifles. There were no immediate

reports of any clashes,

Moro rebels kill 1 in Phi]ijgﬂ ines:

Muslim rebels yesterday ambushed JJaLrﬂlIing S0
southern Philippines, killing one an

s in the
wounding three others,

in defiance of an official ceasefire that took effect early the
same day, AFP reports from Cotabato.
The soldiers were patrolling a village in Shariff Aguak town

in Magu

indanao province when they were attacked by the Moro

Islamic Liberation Front [MILF) guerillas, military southern
command spokesman Colonel Horacio Lapinid said.

4 ki]].e(i iIl Lankﬂ CIaSheS: At leasl three

Tamil rebels and one government soldier were killed in fresh

fightin

in northern Sri Lanka, the defence ministry said

yesterday, AFP reports from Colombo,

Army snipers altacked members of the separatist Liberatiort
Tgers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in the Wanni region on Friday,
killing three of them, the ministry said in a statement. It said
one soldier was killed when figers fired mortar bombs at troops
near the town of Paranthan on Friday.

2 more defect to ROK from DPRK:

north Korean couple arrived in Seoul yesterday after escaping
their hunger-stricken communist homeland to seek asylum,
intelligence officials said, AP reports from Seoul.

The National Intelligence Service identified them as Lee

Keun Soo, 57, and his wile, Lee Kvo Soon, 56. They brough

1o 19

the number of North Korean defectors so far this year.

IPI condemns Indian journalist's murder:
The International Press Instituie (IPI) strongly condemned
Friday in an open letter to Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee, the murder of a female journalist of the Indian
Express Daily, AFP says from Vienna.

According to the IPl, Shivani Bhatnagar was strangled on
January 23 at her New Delhi apartment by persons unknown.
Her three-month old baby was with her at the time, the IPI s:iud
in the letter made public at the organisation’s Vienna
headquarters. The IP] said Bhatnagar was part of an Indian
Express special investigative team, suggesting her killers may
have been looking for confidential documents in her flat,

Clinton talks to Vajpayee on the phone

Indo-US talks unlikely
to bear any fruit

WASHINGTON. Jan 30: Pres-
ident Bill Clinton intervened
personally Friday in US-Indian
talks on nuclear non-prolifera-
tion with a phone call to Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpayee, the White House said,
reports AFP.

"The main reasons for the
call was to express his hopes in
the talks" in New Delhi between
Indian Foreign Minister
Jaswant Singh and Deputy US
Secretary of State Strobe Tal-
bott, White House spokesman
Joe Lockhar said.

Clinton expressed "some
disappointment” that the US-
India relatiohship "has not
blossomed as he had hoped,
and that his goal remains to
work through differences and
move the relationship forward,”
Lockhart said.

AP adds from New Delhi: US
Deputy Secretary of State
Strobe Talbott and Indian For-
eign Minister Jaswant Singh
had little to say publicly about
their eighth round of talks.
which began Friday and were to
conclude Monday. No one ex-
pecied the delicate process to be
quickly resolved.

During the talks Friday In-
dia refused to compromise on
maintaining a credible, mini-
mum| puclear. deterrent, with
Singh claiming that deflining
its minimum requirements in
fixed terms "was neither possi-
ble nor feasible,” officials told
Indian news agencies.

But both sides publicly said
Lthe talks were positive.

Washingion's suspicions
that India, while declaring it-
self nonaligned, was in the So-
viet camp during the cold war
and India's sense that the
United States was attempting to
dictate to it have often kept the
two nations at a distance. Indi-
a's nuclear ambitions have also
long been an irritant.

Indian officials have said
they will not bow 1o pressure on
the nuclear issue. Defense Min-
ister George Fermandes repeated
the point Friday, telling re-
porters. "No one else can decide
our deterrence.”

India. saying it needed a de-
fence against the threat it sees
in China and Pakistan, con-
ducted a series of nuclear tests
last May and declared itself a
nuclear power. Pakistan fol-
lowed India's tests with tests of
its own, raising fears neighbor-
ing nations that have fought
three conventional wars and
remain bitter enemies could
clash with nuclear weapons.

Talbott is trying to nudge
both India and Pakistan to sign
the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty. He goes on Lo Pakistan
for talks next week.

New Delhi says the test ban
treaty favours the declared nu-
c¢lear powers like the United
Slates. Pakistan refuses to en-
dorse the treaty- until India
does.

M::ilaysia trial

Judge refuses to dismiss
case against Anwar

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 30:
The judge in the sensational sex
and corruption case of sacked
deputy prime minister Anwar
Ibrahim refused Saturday to
throw out the case against him,
reports AP.

High Court judge Augustine
Paul, after reviewing the prose-
cution's charges "against the
jailed politician, ruled that the
evidence was sufficient to jus-
tify the charges. He ordered
Anwar's attorneys to mount
thieir defence,

"After having considered the
evidence relevant 1o the
charges, | find that the prosecu-
tion has made up a case against
the accused,” Paul said.

Though the defence had
asked for two weeks to prepare,
the judge only gave them one
and set the {nal to resume Feb.
8.

Anwar, in dock and with his
back to the public galiery. made
a victory sign with his right
hand behind his back.

Defence attorney Raja Aziz
Addruse said Anwar would be
the first witness to take the
stand in his defense.

"T've received instructions
from my client. "He']l be giving

A

evidence {rom the witness box
on cath.” he said.

Raja Aziz said the defence
intended to record a statement
by Mahathir on Tuesday and
then decide whether to call him
as a witness.

About 1,000 Anwar supports
crowded around the courthouse
Saturday and shouted political
reform slogans. as well as de-
mands for Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad 1o step down.

They booed loudly as Paul
drove Irom the courthouse in
his gray Mercedes-Benz and
vowed to hold more protesis

No one had expecied Paul to
dismiss the case, since he has
repeatedly ruled against and
criticised the defence team.

Anwar's wife, Azizah Ismail,
saicl it was unfair for Paul to
grant only cne week for the de-
tenice o prepare ils case, _

“We have to be realistic,” she
said,

Anwar is on trial for four
corruption counts., The prose-
cution claims he abused his
power by ordering police to
cover up alleged acts of sexual
misconduct, including adultery
and sodomy, crimes in this
predominantly Muslim nation.

US lawmakers spend the weekend preparing
to grill key witnesses in impeachment trial

WASHINGTON, Jan 30:
House prosecutlors, senators
and White House lawyers are
spending the weekend prepar-
ing to question Monica Lewin-
sky and two of President Clin-
ton's confidants in closed-door
proceedings that could be made
public next week, reports AP.

"I'm working my rear off"
said freshman Sen. John Ed-
wards of North Carolina.

A practicing lawyer until his
election in November. Edwards
is one of three members of Clin-
ton's Democratic Party who
will preside with three mem-
bers of the majority Republi-
cans over the depositions that
begin Monday.

Clinton, too, is planning his
schedule around the final phase
of the trial on charges of per-
jury and obsiruction of justice.
The president is accused of ly-
ing to a judicial panel and wit-
ness tampering in his efforts to
conceal his affair with Lewin-
sky, a former White House
staffer.

Clinton is considering de-
laying a trip to Central America
Feb. 10-14 so he would be in

Washington when Lhe trial is
supposed to end Feb. 12, said
White House spokesman Joc
Lockhart.

Although the Senate appar-
ently lacks the 67 votes needed
to remove Clinton from office,
House prosecutors this week
won the right to question
Lewlnsky on Monday, presiden:
tial friend Vernon Jordan on
Tuesday and White House aide
Sidney Blumenthal on Wednes-
day. ,
Lawyers for Clinton also
will take part in the guestion-
ing.

As Sergeant al Arms James
Ziglar sent the subpoenas to the
wilnesses Friday, Senate lead-
ers chose six members to pre-
side over the videotaped deposi-
tions.

At the White House, Lockhart
complained that Senate
Republicans were "making up
the rules literally on the back of
an envelope.

"That raises some issues
about whether that's fair to all
sides," he said.

Meanwhile, with the trial on
hold until Thursday, senators

not involved in the depositions
headed back to ‘their home
states, where they could expect a
firsthand taste of sentiment
about a trial that poils say most
Americans want to sce ended.

The Republican leaders in
Congress have forged ahead
with imipeachment proceedings
even though they are not likely
to have the two-thirds majority
vote needed to remove Clinton
from office,

No other US president has
been removed from office by
Congress. President Andrew
Johnson was acquitted by one
vote in an impeachment trial in
1868.

A source close to the prosecu-
tors said thev will focus on

uestions not already asked of
the witnesses during a year of
investi%atinns by Independent
Counse] Kenneth Starr and the
House Judiciary Committee.
For example, they believe in-
vestigators did not adequately
look into some private conver-
sations between Lewinsky and
Jordan regarding Jordan's job
search for the former White
House intern, said this official

who demanded anonymity.

The White House legal team
is likely to accentuate Lewin-
sky's most favorable past tes-
timoeny. Chief among those
statements was her assertion to
the grand jury last August, "No
one ever asked me to lie and [
was never promised a job for
my silence.”

One adviser, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said
the goal would be to show that
any cover stories Lewinsky and
the president developed were
aimed at hiding their relation-
ship from the beginning and
were not constructed later to
obstruct justice.

The FI‘ESidt‘Ht'E legal advis-

1

£rs. both inside and outside the
White House, said they want to

use their side of four hours of
questioning of Lewinsky to re-
assure the 44 Senate Democrats
who have already voted to dis-
miss the case and who can deny
proseculors the two-thirds ma-
jority needed to convict Clin-
ton.

The sessions will be video-
taped by a private company un-
der contract to the Senate.

Kuwaiti newspaper says
US to set camps
in Gulf to train

“Iraqi militants’

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 30: The
United States aims to set up five

camps near Iraq's borders to

train some 10,000 opposition
fighters as part of an "Iragi lib-
eration army, " Kuwait's leading
newspaper said today, reports
AFP,

"America wants to establish
five bases [or training Iragis in
countries neighbouring or close
to Iraq,” Al-Qabas said, citin
information it said was leak
by Washington.

"Each camp will hold 1,500
to 2.000 Iraqis drawn from all
DE{msitiun groups, and prefer-
ably deserters from the Iraqi
Army,” it said.

But Al-Qabas said two un-
named Gulf countries had al-
ready refused to host armed op-
position groups.

3K

Prince Abdullah
makes first
public address

AMMAN, Jan 30; Prince Ab-
dullah gave the world its first
took at Jordan's next monarch
since his designation, opening a
regional conference on terror-
ism and drugs by praising hLis
ailing father's efforts to pro-
mote world peace, reports AP.

Tens of thousands of Jorda-
nians watched Abdullah's first
public speech live on television.,
trying to satisfy their curiosity
about the new and inexperi-
enced heir appointed by the ail-
ing King Hussein.

Opening the conference of
Arab interior ministers,
Abudullah said Friday that dur-
ing his father's 46-year reign
the king was known for his en-
thusiasm, "to ensure a safer
world for the upcorning genera-
tion."

*Actions. not words,
needed to thaw
US-Iran ties’

DAVOS, Swilzerland, Jan
30: Actions rather than words
from the United States are
needed to unfreeze relations be-
tween lran and the United
Stales, lran's foreign minister
said Friday, reports AP.

Kamal Kharrazi also re-
peated Iran's demand that the
Untied States apologize and pay
compensation for damage
caused by a missile that struck
southern Iran on Monday,
when US warplanes attacked
sites near Basra, Iraq.

An apology "is the simplest
thing the adminisiration can
do besides compensation for the
damage.” Kharrazi said, rnoving
on to criticize US and British
airstrikes against Iraq in gen-
eral.

Senior BJP leader
resigns from .
Vajpayee's govt

NEW DELHI, Jan 30: A top
Hindu nationalist politician
has resigned from India's coali-
tion government, after criticis-
ing the murder of an Australian
rmissionary by a Hindu maob, of-
ficials said today, reports AFP.

Tourism and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Madnal Lal
Khurana reportedly sent his
resignation to Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee a week
ago.

The Prime Minister "has
forwarded his resignation to
(Indian] President KR Naray-
anan for acceptance,” officials
said.

Further details were not
immediately available. The
contents of his resignation let-
ter were not revealed.

Khurana is one of the most
senior leaders of the prime
minister's Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Rarty (BJP,
Indian People's Party) and has

led the party in New Delhi city
| for more than four decades,

UNSC nears agreement on new Iraq policy

Russia demands immediate

resignation of Butler

UNITEDD NATIONS, Jan 30:
Russia has demanded the im-
mediate resignation of chief UN
weapons inspector Richard But-
ler, angered at his "unaccept-
able" published comments ac-
cusing Russia's UN ambassador
of making false statements to
the Security Council, a Russian
diplomat said Friday, reports
AP.

Russia's Foreign Minister
Igor Ivanov sent a letter to Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan Fri-
day demnanding that Butler step
down as executive chairman of
the UN Special Commission,
which is cﬂarg&d with disarm-
ing lraq, Russia's Deputy UN
Ambassador Yuriy V Fedotov
said.

Ivanov also called for But-
‘ler's resignation last month af-
ter he reported to the council
that Iraq had failed to live up to
its pledge to cooperate with
arms experts. The report, which
triggered four days of US and
British airstrikgs, was de-
nounced by Russia and China as
bilased and dishonest,

In an interview published
Wednesday in Australia's Syd-
ney Maorning Herald, Butler «de-
fended the report and accused
Russia's UN Ambassador Sergey
Lavrov of making claims to the
security Council about its lind
mgs which were "abseclutely
untrue,”

The paper said the state-
mernts were being used to justify

demands for Butler's resigna-
tion and the closure of his of-
fice. .

Fedotov said the letter com-

Elain&d about Builer's be-

aviour "and his unacceptable
statemenl against the position
of the Russian Federation™ and
against Lavrov,

Meanwhile Security Council
memnbers are near agreement on
charting the first step in a new
Irag policy, but are hungup by a
few words conceming the E:iturr:
role of the UN Special Commis-
sion, responsible for disarming
Irag. '

The dispute concerns a pro-
cedural proposal to convene
three panels to study [rag dis-
armament, humanitarian is-
sues and the status of looted
Ruwaiti property and hundreds
of Kuwaitis missing since the
1991 Gulf War.,

Council mambers have given
general support to the proposal,
but are divided on the role of the
commission, known as UN-
SCOM, in the disarmament
panel. The panel, also consist-
ing of the International Atomiic
Energy Agency and others,
would carry out an assessment
of Iran’'s disarmament as well
as make recommendations on
how to proceed with inrerna-

tional oversight of irag's
weapons programiies.

The United Stat=s wants
CUNSCOM and its chairtman,
Richard Butler, to play a

prominent role on the disar-
mament panel, to help chart a
Iilure course for weapons in-
spections in Iraq. "There will be
participation by UNSCOM," one
US official declared Friday.

Russia, however, wants to
minimise the influence of UN-
SCOM, which it has openly crit-
icised as being dishonest and
provocative,

Diplomats said the main js-
sue blocking agreement boiled
down to language en an
amended Canadian proposal
which called for the "participa-
tion and expertise of UNSC{JR’[,“
on the disarmament assess-
ment panel.

Russia wants the proposal to
say ‘experience and expertise of
UNSCOM.," thereby limiting the
active participation of the
cominission, diplomats said.

A UN official said Russia's
proposed version could limit
UNSCOM's role to simply pro-
viding the panel with docu-
iments it has gathered over
seven years of weapons inspec-
tions, one UN official said.

The United States wants to
Aeep the "participation" lan-
guage,

The two camps were confer-
ring on the proposal behind the
scenes Friday, but were under
soile pressure o come up witho
an agreement before the end of '
the month. when the presidency

ol the councii shifis from Brazil

1o Canada,

L

PM fasts 1n protest of sectarian violence

Vajpayee calls for religious

NEW DELHI, Jan 30: Indian
Primme Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee underlined his calls
for religious tolerance with a
Gandhian tactic +— a protest fast
— on Saturday, the 51st an-
niversary of the death of Mo-
handas "Mahatma" Gandhi, re-
ports AP.

Vajpayee address the nation
during his fast. focusing on re-
cent attacks on Christians in
India, including an Australian
missionary and his two sons
who were burned to death, that
have been blamed on funda-
mentalist groups linked to his
Bharatiya Janata Party,

"Such violence violates the
country's tradition and culture
of tolerance," Valpayee said on
national television. "Let no one
be under any illusion: the Jaws
of our land are clear, and they
will be eniorced — without ex-
ception and to the fullest degree
— to punish those who violate
this sacred guarantee."”

Vajpavee said the anniver-

sary of Gandhi's death. a na-
tional holiday in India. was
this wvear bDeing ohserved

"against an unhappy backdrop
of sectarian violence. The na-
tion cannot but be sad. We carn-

not but grieve.” His fast, he said,
was undertaken as an ac! of
"atonement and introspection .’

Vajpyee's gesture was met
with some skepticism. with The
Times of India calling it "fast as
farce’ in an editorial Saturday.

A penuinely stricken prime
minister would simply resign
from office, cwning responsi-
bility for all that has happened
in recent months to tarnisn the
country's image.” The Times
said.

Vajpayee has been lashed by
both allies and opponents over
his handling of the religious at-
tacks, but his government does
not appear in immediate danger
of l’al%ing. Saturday. BJP mem-
ber Madan Lal
signed as the Cabinet minister
[or parliamentary affairs and
tourism after being rebuffed by
party hard-liners for his public
criticism of the government.

A group of writers and
artists who erganised a peace
march in the capital on Satur-
day accused Vajpayee, consid-
ered a moderate within the BJP,
of doing little to rein in more
radical elements.

Some 10,000 people joined

Khurana re-’

tolerance in India

the peaceful march in down-
town New Delhi, singing "We
Shall overcome."”

Gandhi, known as the "ma-
hatma" — or "great soul" — was
shot and killed Jan. 30, 1948 by
a Hindu nationalist enraged by
Gandhi's attempts to repair
Hindu-Muslim relations fol-
lowing the division of the for-
mer British colony into the in-
dependent nations of India and
Pakistan in 1947.

Muslim leaders had de-
manded the creation of Pak-
istan. saying they would be dis-
criminated against in over-
whelmingly Hindu India. But
many Muslims stayed in India
at partition and now form the
largest of the country’'s religious
minorities,

Gandhi, a devout Hindu, of-
tenn fasted to protest the reli-
dgious riots that erupted in the
tense days before partition.

'l do not expect the India of
my dream 1o develop one reli-
gion , i.e to be wholly Hindu or
wholly Christian or wholly"
Muslim. Gandhi once wrote,
"But [ want it to be wholly toler-
ant, with its religious working
side by side with one another.”

Funeral ceremony for dead four police officers in Multan, 240 kilometres southeast of La-
hore on Friday, Four unidentified gunmen riding on motorbikes opened fire with automatic

weapons on Thursday night killing four police officers.

— AP/UNB photo



