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Tackling Trafficking -

worry for Bangladesh for decades. Although such
exploitation can take on many forms, from sexual
harassment to outright rape, it is trafficking in
women and their enslavement in prostitution that

years. There has been a debate over whether to le-
galise and formalise prostitution, in order to en-
sure that only consenting adults are engaged in
this profession. Proponents of legalisation feel
that use of violence and other forms of exploita-
tion by pimps and clients can only be tackled as
criminal offences if prostitution itself was made
legal. Opponents, however, feel that legalisation
would only give protection to the pimps and not the
women engaged in the profession. There are strong
grounds to feel that legalisation could encourage,
rather than prevent, trafficking.

These issues were amply reflected during a three-
day conference titled "Organising Against Sexual
Exploitation of Women Regionally and Globally”
which ended in Dhaka on Friday. The conference
felt that de-criminalisation of women involved in
prostitution and creation of a conducive socio-
economic and cultural environment were neces-
sary to prevent sexual exploitation and traffick-
ing. There is little doubt that prostitution creates
the demand for trafficking in women both within
countries and across international boundaries.
Therefore it would be logical to suggest that the evil
of trafficking be tackled at its root. Trafficking is
invariably found to involve a high degree of coer-
cion or deception. Prostitution may not always in-
volve coercion, and many adult women do engage
in the profession on a voluntary basis. But this
“voluntary” basis may not be anything more than
an illusion, since the woman’'s choice may have
been made under severe socio-economic duress.

Under the circumstances, the government does
face a Himalayan task. Administrative measures
alone cannot put an end to trafficking, but such
measures, including tight policing of borders, re-
mains a priority area. More important is the cre-
ation of sound economic opportunities in border
districts, which have traditionally been a fertile
ground for recruitment by traffickers. Without
economic solvency, many families in these areas
would remain under pressure to give in to the traf-
fickers' tricks. It is debatable whether prostitution
itself can be uprooted from any society, whether
rich or poor. But what the government can cer-
tainly do is to offer rehabilitation opportunities to
women wishing to leave the profession and provide
maximum protection from harassment, violence
and exploitation to those still engaged in prostitu-

tion.
Remittances Up

This is a pleasant surprise, more relieving per-
haps than instantly enthusing us to throw up fists

abroad despite many odds that confronted them
accounted for a rise in the remittance figure by
close to 12 per cent in 1998 over the level recorded

the year before. The total worked out to US dollar
1.6 billion which in Taka terms stood at 7,513
crore. -

The devaluation of currency must have helped
increase the flow a little; but, according to the
Manpower Bureau, there was a more substantive
reason that could be ascribed to the spurt: actually
manpower exports to Middle Eastern countries,
especially Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the UAE, rose
last year, contrary to the impression of a general
slump on the manpower front. This appears to
have helped us make up for the losses sustained in
the Southeast Asian job market which shrank
from the worst economic crisis suffered anywhere
in the last few decades. Even the Bangladeshis who
retained their jobs could not remit enough money
from their salaries which were basically reduced
by companies working on shoe-string budgets.

Since the export sector, by and large, failed to
grow at the desirable pace, the higher remittance
from the earnings of Bangladeshi wage earners
abroad comes to redeem the situation somewhat by
way of balancing our foreign currency accounts.
But it could be so much the better if we took the two
following steps without ado: first of all, unhealthy
competition among recruiting agencies ends up ne-
gotiating poor salaries for the Bangladesh work-
force. This has to be streamlined at the adminis-
trative and inter-governmental levels. Secondly, it
is necessary to offer attractive new investment
packages and savings instruments to the
Bangladeshi earners overseas, an agenda that cer-
tainly has not been adequately addressed todate.

Stop These Antisocials

In the light of political liberalisation following
the signing of CHT peace accord, news of five
Bengalees being kidnapped by unidentified tribal
youths from Kaukhali thana comes as a discon-
certing piece of information. This is not the first
such incident in the greater Hill Tract district, but
a big one following the peace accord signed a year
ago. It is obvious from the activities of a certain
group of hill people that they are not satisfied with
the peace accord between the government and
PCJSS. They want nothing shert of 'complete au-
tonomy' and they never shied away from making
their demand known from time to time through a
variety of methods including abduction. It is still
not clear whether any political group is behind the
latest abduction drama, but it definitely serves as a
clear indication of what is happening in the hill
districts. The abductors have asked for Tk 2 lacs as
ransom and suggested the nearest Nanierchar
thana as the contact place to make the payments.
While talks between the government and the
PCJSS are in progress to accelerate the pace of im-
| plementation of the peace accord, there are pockets
of discontent and resentment making themselves
occasionally felt. This is in itself a very tricky sit-
uation which is further aggravated by such kid-
napping and occasional skirmishes. The local ad-

down on such adventures by antisocials as the

PCJSS took charge of the wayward elements in the
|_tribal fold. .

Sexual exploitation of women has been a major

has exercised public attention most in recent

in” outright-celebratien. 'Bangladeshis working.

ministration must be on its guard and put its foot
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(zlobalisation and Bangladesh

by Habibul Haque Khondker

We now live in a world ﬂ? nation-states with national flags, anthems, constitutions and other
markers of nation-state which are remarkably similar in many ways. So when the self-declared
defenders of national values identify globalisation as a threat to nation-states miss the point com-
pletely. Yet, there is no denying that there is a tension between the forces of global and those

HE world we live in today

I is being haunted by the

spectre of globalisation,
What does globalisation mean?
To most people globalisation
immediately conjures up the
image of an economically
integrated world being driven
by a common set of economic
rules and principles of
homogenisation.

The rules of the game entail
the free flow of transborder
trade in goods., services and
ideas. For Omahe, globalisation
means a borderless world.
Globalisation, for many, is the
celebration of capitalism. No
wonder, the rise of the rhetoric
of globalisation timed with the
collapse of the “really existing
socitalism”. But this is only a
partial understanding of glob-
alisation. The notion that the
logic of capitalist development
would engulf the entire world
owes to Karl Marx, the 19th cen-
tury theoretician of capitalism
and the prophet of socialism.

It may be recalled that so-
cialism, too, emergcd as a
global — in Lhe sense of a
worldwide — movement. In a
simple sense, global refers to
phenomena that are worldwide.
And we are all implicated in
this process of globalisation
through our consumption and
imagination. Seciologists have
been trying to understand the

Rl Lanka, the island state

in the Indian ocean, has

been in the news in recent
years primarily for the lﬂng-
drawn civil war involving the
Tamils. Fighting between the
government troops and the
Tamil militants, who have been
relentless in their 15-year-old
struggle for a separate state in
the north, has become a regular
feature in this embattled coun-
try. At times, the government
troops make tremendous suc-
cess and the fighting appears to
head towards an end with the
rebels be on the run and their
weapons, and ammunitions on
the wane.

However, the government
hardly gets a breathing space,
the LTTE and its supremo V
Prabhakaran, an apparently
inexhaustible source of inspira-
tion for the Tamil militants,
continuing their do-or-die bat-
tle with eventual victory
nowhere near sight. The Sin-
halese are the overwhelming
majority in the country while
the Tamils account for less
than 20 per cent of the total
population and are mainly
confined to the north. The
Tamils are definitely at the re-
ceiving end but the government
is faring no better as both keep
losing men and materials. It
seems the civil war will con-
tinue till the nation bleeds
white.

--Indeed., it js unfortunate for
the South Asian country which
has otherwise shown signifi-
cant progress in different areas.

of the local. _ .

rocesses of globalisafion long
Eefﬂre the contemporary
econorists joined the chorus.

One of the issues of great in-
terest for them was cultural dif-
fusion. Cultural ideas, beliefs,
religions and artifacts have
been sipping through geograph-
ical boundaries of the self-con-
tained communities for cen-
turies. Ideas such as national
culture or nationalism are of
recent creations in historical
terms. It is interesting to note
thai the ideas of nation-state
and nationalism are the results
of the processes of globalisa-
tion.

We now live in a world of na-
tion-states with national flags,
anthems, constitutions and
other markers of nation-state
which are remarkably similar
in many ways. 5o when the
self-declared defenders of na-
tional values identify globali-
sation as a threat to nation-
states miss the point com-
pletely. Yet, there is no denying

that there is a tension between
the forces of global and those of
the local. The issues here are
more complicated than the
seem to be at face value an
there is no way we can avoid
turning to history for a clearer
understanding.

Marshall McLuhan coined
the phrase “global village” in

1964 to highlight the role of in-
formation in the creation of a
worldwide community. Since
then the information revolu-
tion is sweeping the world por-
tending the coming of the in-
formation society as a hall-
mark of globalisation. The im-
plications of the information
revolution on the local culture
are still being evaluated more
often with great emotions than
cool reasons.

While economicall
Bangladesh became integrat
into the world system with the
onset of colonialism, the cul-
tural and religious incorpora-
tion with the Islamic world be-

gan much earlier. The political
ideas that moved the local elite
to initiate social reforms and
champion political emancipa-
tion came often as unjntencﬁad
consequences of the colonial
rule. The role of modern educa-
tion was crucial in this regard.
One of the most important,
though often unrecognised,
markers of globalisation today
is the uniformity of curricula
worldwide. Students from Al-
bania to Australia, from
Bangladesh to Brazil all have to
spend a good deal of time mem-
orizing the third law of thermo-
dynamics. Before all the hypes
of McWorld and computer revo-
lution came, science and espe-
cially, scientific thinking was
at work laying the foundation
of %ubalisatinni
ur exposure to science is
bound to challenge some of the
deep cultural beliefs that we
hold so dearly. Local culture is
an ensemble of our taken-for-
granted assumptions of the

world we live in. It also pro-
vides us with certain resources
to live by. Globalisation does
not mean erasure of local cul-
ture; it reconstitutes local cul-
ture. Sociologist Roland
Robertson, a pioneer in the
studies of globalisation suggests
that “local” or the image of lo-
cal is often shaped by the forces
of globalisation. We often bor-
row and adopt cultural re-
sources as well as beliefs from
elsewhere as long as they help
us collectively. We do not live in
cultural cocoons now, nor did
we live in the past.

Deep-seated local cultural
values might extol the virtues of
large-family but the exigencies
of our time lead us to limit our
family size. Not that there is no
cultural or emotional cost to it
but we cannot escape from these
preponderants, While limiting
lamnily size is being accepted as
d norm, we continue to frown
upon children who refuse to
look after their elderly parents.

Kumaratungq in Troubled Water

Kumaratunga has made firm decisions on many matters related to important issues and has
certainly shown maturity in dealing with the Tamil issue even though no substantial headway
could be made on the seemingly intractable problem. But her decisions to use powers for sup-
pressing popular right to vote or to defer exercise of this right and allegations of vole rigging have
| sent wrong signals to the democratic world.

President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga has displayed firm
leadership in dealing with the
Tamil problem but the com-
plexity of the imbroglio is such
that it is really a Herculean
task to find a way out.

But, of late, President Ku-
maratunga aid her administra-
tion came in the limelight on
another count, which has noth-
ing to do with the Tamil issue
directly but is inextricably
linked with the powers of the
chief executive and the question
about the rationale in use of
this power. A landmark judge-
ment that limits the power of
the Sri Lankan president, the
most constitutionally powerful
leader in the world, will set the
precedence for nations grap-
pling with human rights issue.

The ruling by the supreme
court last week censuring Ku-
maratunga for using a nation-
wide state of emergency to can-
cel elections called in August,
1998, has come as a big embar-
rassment for the president,
This has put her in a limbo
sinee the historic 21-page
judgement brought into focus
the irrationality of the author-
ity of the office of the head of
the state which combines also
as the head of the government.

For the first time. the judi-
ciary has defined the limits on
the all powerful executive pres-
idency and made it clear that
officials who carry out wrong
executive orders will not have
immunity enjoyed by the head
of the state.

Sri Lanka, unlike its South
Asian neighbours India, Pak-
istan, Bangladesh and Nepal
who practise parliamentary
democracy, has a presidential
form of government. Nepal had
been a constitutional monarch
until a few years ago with al

wers vested with the King be-
ore going for a parliamentary
democracy with the monarchy
remaining the ceremonial
head. But the Sri Lankan presi-
dent wields much more power
than the ‘presidents of the
United States and France. Un-
der the 1978 constitution, the
president is above the law and
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had Bill Clinton been the
dent of Sri Lanka he would have
not been tried on charges of per-
jury and obstruction to justice.

But that the presidential
power cannot be used to deny
the rights of the people has been
vindicated in the supreme court
judgement which said that the
cancellation of elections by the
president using the state of
emergency is indefensible. For
the first time since the intro-
duction of the universal adult
franchise in Sri Lanka in 1931,
the right of vote has been
equated to freedom of expres-
sion by the ruling. The three-
judge bench headed by Chief
Justice G. P. 8. de Silva has also
recognised the vote as a funda-
mental exponent of free expres-
sion guaranteed by the constitu-
lion. ' :

Experts on constitution said
that the ruling could be cited by

-

address.

Moony moon-

watcher

Sir, We wait eagerly to cele-
brate Eid-ul-Fitr with our fami-
lies. This Eid is observed in all
Muslim l!ljopulated countries as
one of the main religious festi-
vals. In religious events, obser-
vance of Ramadan fasting and
Eid depend specifically on the
sighting of the first crescent
phase of Ramadan and Shawal
moon respectively.

In ancient time, at sunset,
people used to gather to locate
that crescent by scanning west-
ern horizon wi& naked eyes (As
telescope was invented by
Galileo, about thousand years
after our holy prophet de-
parted). They, on such sighting,
made joyous sound and ex-
ploded crackers; others got the
message from that the ritual
would on the next day. For
Ramadan and Eid, our ances-
tors too had watched the same
way (even after British period

" onwards).

Till today, we do the same,
whereas, in the last couple
decades, science and informa-
tion technology have advanced

50 much that movements of ce-

lestial bodies can be predicted
with pin-point accuracy. But
amazingly, still today, we are in
Elﬂnﬂ-agﬂ. " 5
This year (1999) to know the
sighting of Shawal moon, we
had to wait about 4 hours after
sunset (to receive a news from
someone somewhere who
watched the moon for us and
someone else had to take some
time to decide to announce this
news officially). Whereas, for
the benefit of few, we installed

powerful telescope focused on -

the path of meteoric shower, I
think, it is high time for us to
get out of moony state and ac-
cept reality.

A R Choudhury
Uttara, Dhaka

I'm rather afraid

“Sir, Over the last two or
three years, a strange phe-
nomenon came to my notice, A
section of young people has
grown an intense passion for
crackers (popularly known as
potka). I can remember that it
was only the night of Shab-e-
Barat that had been marked
and celebrated with blasting
various types of crackers
mostly in old Dhaka. I am,
however, absolutely ignorant
about the origin of this sort of
practice and equally unaware

Letters for publication in' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pgeudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

whether or not potka-blastin
has any religious or tradition
or historical significance.
However, for the last two or
three years this cracker-blast-
ing has no more been the only
companion of the Shab-e-Barat
but has been associated with
many other occasions. These
days. December 31, nights be-
fore the two Eids, December 15
[the night before Bijoy Dibgsh)
have been included in this
potka-blasting custom(?). I am
afraid at the apprehension that
these cracker-lovers will go on
making the list longer by

adding the remajning few occa-
sions of different significance
(such as 27th March, Pohela
Baisakh and who knows may be
even Pohela Falgun).

| wonder what kind of phys-
ical or spiritual or aesthetic
pleasure can be derived by pro-
ducing so loud, heart-shaking
terrible sound. On the Decem-
ber 31 night very recently when
the clock struke twelve, the v
first day of a New Year was wel-
comed with thunderous, cease-
less, ear-deafening blasts from
every possible side conceivable
for -a lun% hour. Dhaka ap-
peared to be
and we got the feeling of experi-
encing the war-time bombing
from the enemy planes.

May be, I am yet to learn the
definition and source of 'plea-
sure.'

Shamim Ahsan
64/M R K Mission Road
Gopibagh, Dhaka-1203

Wanted crash
project: "telephone

on demand"

Sir, The public is greatl
disappointed on the scagéity gf
new telephone connections. The
waiting list is long. How long is
the waiting list should be publi-
cised officially (take cog-
nizance of the passive demanc%,
Negative exposures should not
be avoided, to ensure trans-
parency.,

The previous regime was not
up to the task of meeting the
huge demand for new connec-
tions; and the present regime is
dra %(Ils feet, and corruption
and back-door methods appear
to be rampart when trying to get
a new line. Bribery needs a
team inside a system, it is never
a one-man operation.

Digital conversion schemes
have n up a lot of time, and
the expansion projects have
slowed down, adding to public

a nightmarish city

misery. Further, line telephone
system needs underground ca-
bles and overhead wires run-
ning into hundreds of miles,
involving huge labour and
time,

But the government is not
clarifying the policy on expan-
sion, whether to go for fixed
wireless cellular, which appears
to be cheaper and quicker,
saving thousands of man-
hours, with less maintenance,
involving fewer personnel for
operation and maintenance.

There is lack of trans-

parency on telephone develnﬂa
e

ment schemes, otherwise t
supply-demand ratio would
have come down since 1992,
Some groups are making
tainted money on the side (how
to explain satisfactorily the
fact that a number of linesmen
buy and own houses)?

The government need to
come out with a clear policy
statement on introducing a
crash projeci to make available
more telephones than the cur-
rent demand, and meet the ex-

anding demands for the next
Ve years.

The continued delay in in-
troducing the right policy can-
not be due to shortage of funds.
It may be due to deliberate go-
slow tactics by vested interests

within and outside (we nave a
surplus of opnoartunists moni-

toring the =~ .al).
The picture depicted above is
not at all unusual in

Bangladesh, as similar bottle-
necks are or were visible in
other sectors (the power sector
took many years to be opened
up, and the PSCs in the gas sec-
tor have been bungled up).

The people's governments
are not interested in the people's
demands, and go about in-
troducing small projects with a
lot of fake fanfare, which can-
not meet the demands for many

ars to come. There appears to

e a lot of beating about the
bush. When nﬂpnsiﬁan*bushing
is popular, why not bash the
administration when they can-
not cope with public demands
for urgent services, and fail to
deliver. .

Business cannot develop
with a huge shortage of tele-
phones. Telephones should be
available - without be%[glﬂf or
bribery. The line rent should be
reduced (or subsidised) to enable
the middle class to rent tele-
phones; this move will open up
a huge sector of the market.

e tm}ct is clear: telephone
on demand.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

Silent zone

Sir, According to a news
published in the DS on Jan 4, as
part of a drive to free the resi-
dential areas from sound and
air pollution, the Dhanmondi
residential area will be declared
a 'silent zone' in the first phase.
This must be cruel joke, for

when [ first came to live in ‘my
own house in Gulshan in early
1974, it was then a "no-horn" or
a silent zone in the real sense
and there was also hardly any
air pollution in the area, but
not any more,

Today, after about 25 years,
Gulshan is no better than any
other noisy and air-polluted
parts of the metropolis. With
numerous trucks, lorries, staff
buses and vintage motorised
vehicles of all types spewing
black smoke and blowing horns
with deafening noise which
could well be disturbing the

~ dead in their graves. Gulshan is

now a sick area in terms ol both
noise and air pollution.

May I, therefore, request the
authorities concerned to take
Steps to cure the sick first by re-
making Gulshan a silent zone
and then take in hand any sim-
ilar new project.

A yum
Dhaka

Kosovo has a

cause

Sir, I was very happy to read
the articles on Kosovo titled
'"Kosovo's Independence is the
only Viable Solution" by Dr A R
Choudhury and a letter from
America titled "What NATO Re-
ally Tells Slobodan Milosevic,
Perhaps" by Dr Fakhurrdin
Ahmed. I would suggest articles
of such sort should be printed
more often. The facts spelled
out in the articles are true and

very illuminating to the general
readers in Bangladesh.
What do we learn by reading

- the above said articles? A sim-

ple fact: the West lead by the
USA is bent upon destroying
the back-bone of any Islamic
nation which is g to assert
itself economically and mili-
tarily. It will assist any nation
which would fight to defuse any
Islamic movements.

They bombed Iraq killing
innocent women and children,
and destroying residential ar-
eas for what the West called
containment of Iraq. They are
still doing the same with im-
punity. The articles speak of the
double standard of the West in
regard to their position in the
Kosovo crisis. e West never
bombed the Serbs in Bosnia,
and they will never do that to
the Serbs in Kosovo. The ethriic
Albanians have to fight it out
for asserting themselves. And
they know very well that the
Wesl iIs being , and the threat of
NATO is no more than empty
threats.

Our government must con-
demn the Serb atrocities com-
mitted against the ethnic Al-
banians in Kosovo, and our me-
dia should also come up with

supportive articles favouring

their freedom.

Badshah Habibur Rahman
281 /A, West Dhanmondi
Zigatola, Dhaka -

resi-

activists in other countries to
strengthen voting rights in
their countries and used in
cases challenging disruptions
to electoral processes. The
supreme court censured both
the president and Election
Commissioner Dayananda Dis-
sanayake for putting off the Au-
gust 28 elections using the cover
of state of emergency, and or-
dered fresh polls within three
months. The judges said Presi-
dent Kumaratunga's orders in
last August cancelling the elec-
tions were "arbitr and un-
reasonable”. They have made it
clear that the officials cannot
carry out wrong presidential
orders with impunity and said
presidential immunity does not
transform an "unlawiul act into
a lawful one".

The state has also been or-
dered to pay legal costs to two
members of a media organisa-
tion who petitioned the court
over the indefinite suspension
of the elections. The opposition
was obviously emboldened by
the court verdict as key opposi-
tion figure Ranil Wick-
remesinghe said the momen-
tous judgement of the supreme
court will go a long way towards
upholding the voting rights of
the Sri Lankan people and will
have repercussions in other
countries as well. For the presi-
dent, the lesson is that the pow-
ers given by the constitution
which are by any standard wide
in democracy should not have

. been used to deprive the

Our friendly village Maulavi
should be reassured that he is
not alone in opposing lamil

planning, Pope John Paul ]]}.'
the leader of the Catholic world
is on his side. In the same way,
a parent in Dhaka may be reas-
sured that like her a mother of a
teen-age daughter in Bratislava
is also worried that her daugh-
ter is watching too much televi-
sion and neglecting her studies.

Some of the cultural battles
are being fought on a ruch
wider plain and not to be viewed
as conflicts between global and
local. The puritans of Bengali
nationalism may be reminded
that some of the quintessential
ingredients of Bengali culture
such as chili and tea sipped into
the repertoire of our culture
from elsewhere without anyorne
noticing.

In the same way, before any-
one notices we will claim
"Spaghetti and Jazz" and
“Cybercafe” as our own as we
have incorporated cricket- in
the fabric of our culture, Para-
phrasing Ashish Nandy. one
could say that not only cricket
is a Bengali game invented in
England but also tea, a Bengali
beverage was first tasted in
China.

The author is an Associate
Professor of Sociology at the
National University of Singa-
pore '

eople
to exercise the right of fran-
chise. This has come as a seri-
ous discomfiture to Ku-
maratunga who otherwise has
made her mark as a firm ad-
ministrator. ,

Another issue that might
come as an embarrassment for
the president is that the Sri
Lankan supreme court will
soon decide the fate of a provin-
cial election that observers say,
the ruling party rigged. The
court has agreed to hear an op-

osition Lﬁarty member's chal-
enge of the results of last Mon-
day's elections on north-west-
ern province, one of the coun-
try's eight regions.

President Kumaratunga has
made firm decisions on many
matters related to important is-
sues and has certainly shown
maturity in dealing with the
Tamil issue even though no
substantial headway could be
made on the seemingly in-
tractable problem. But her deci-
sions to use powers for sup-
pressing popular right to vote or
to defer exercise of this right
and allegations of vote rigging
have sent wrong signals to the
democratic world.

In South Asia, where democ-
racy is flourishing and is yet to
take firm roots, it is all the
more disturbing. Sri Lanka's
quest for soli ifyinﬁ demo-
cratic institutions will be fur-
ther strengthéned if people's
wishes are more valued within
the democratic parameters. Af-
ter all, the nation has produced
several notable world-class
leaders whose passion for
democracy are well known. The
current president can also fit in
the same category, given she
doesn't exercise her power as
the president recklessly.

peration Trafic ss
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Abu Khair

Traffic mess in the city
forced the chief executive of the
state to take the wrong lane on
Janu 11. This has happened
as she had no alternative but to
skip total disarray of the traf-
fic. 1 hope that after experienc-
ing this problem our prime
minister by now has taken a
pragmatic decision as to how
this problem could be solved.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is a worthy decision
maker as well as a problem
solver which she has proved in
the past, and I am sure that she
will not look back in the case of
easing traffic problem and find
a solution as to ascertain how
far this problem has been
hurting the common people. In
fact no conscious citizen will
disagree that we are experienc-
ing a tough time as far as the
traffic in concerned. Army,
BDR and police are franticaajﬁx
ha:lmg to tackle this mess. D 5'
office goers surtlﬁv have notice
and will agree that our traffic
does not follow the indication
of traffic signals. On my may to
office, | am yet to anticipate as
how long will it take me to
reach my destination.

On the same day (Jan 11) the
DS published another photo-
graph of traffic jam on its back
page, indicating brief scenario
that over 6 lakh rickshaws are

plying the city streets. But DCC .

does not agree — as estirnated bg
lice — and says at the most
akh rickshaws are the city
sireets. It is appreciable that
DCC official admitted that be-
ing the sole authority of is-
suance of rickshaw license,
they have limited scope to per-
form their duties due to lack of
any firm policy. It is worth tak-
ing into considering here the
RAJUK's point of view: the way
vehicles are increasing in the
city, roads/streets are not
widened/increasing propor-
tionately. |
A few years back authority

concerned undertook an ambi-
tious programme to build fly-
overs and earmarked the points
keeping in view to reduce traffic
congestion of the city. But un-
fortunately that programme
had been a anduneg by the au-
thority for reasons better
known to them.

Questions arise: wunder
who's direction this type of
pr?iiect had been undertaken
and what was the justification
of canceling work order in spite
of spending substantial amount
of money?

[ would like to su
points which might h

est some
p to ease

l traffic problem in the city.

1) It is true that we are not
rich, and Magic Lamp is not
working any more. Hence a over
night change cannot be ex-
pected, but what we lack is pa-
triotism and pragmatic deci-
sions in time.

2) To have better traffic sys-
tem, a special committee should
be set up headed by the commu-
nications minister.

3) Excavation of city roads
every now and then by the ser-
vice-oriented organisa-
tion/corpn. without having any
coordination is one the main
problems of traffic jam. Though
this roblems are dis-
cussed/pointed out by authority
concerned in order to avoid re-
excavation throughout the year,
but coordination is not possible
due to time bar, framed by the
donor agencies, which does not
match with our time schedule
for repairing/development ac-
tivities.

4) Unauthorised structures
of the city should be demolished
without fail for easy movement
of vehicles. DCC took an initia-
tive in this respect but it
stop the work which is be-
yond our knowledge.

5) Since Dhaka is being
called a mega city and being ex-
panded without keeping any
provision for parks, play
grounds, parking places and
sufficient number of pavements
for pedestrians. As such it
would be a wise decision to con-
vert open spaces into parking
places around commercial ar-
eas against which government
would also be able to earn rev-
enue, Simultaneously employ-
ment opportunity could also be
created.

6) Emphasis should be given
on the rehabilitation of the
rickshaw-pullers before phas-
ing out rickshaws and auto-
rickshaws. If in need be author-

ity concerned may seek
htgnfsu estions from
NGO /World Bank etc.

7) Lorry/trucks should have
a time bar in plying on city
streets unless emergency com-
modities carried by those like
food, medicine etc.

Since the city has developed
In an unplanned way, it is
therefore imperative for the
policy makers to find out alter-
natives as how to mitigate the
sufferings of common people.
This is a vital issue which can-
not be turned down by any
mearns.

If we fail to take the right
decision now, 1 am not sure
what step our PM will take if

she is to face the same problem
again? ; I




