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People want polls,
opposition after
power: Hasina

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday assured her
political opponents that her
government would resign three
months before Parliament
election which will be held next
year under a caretaker govern-
ment ahead of the due time, re-
ports UNB.

"Why are you going for oust-

overnment movement? We
1ave already decided on na-
tional polls in 2000 and who-
ever in power would stand down
three months ahead for fair
voling.” she said speaking as
chief puest at the biennial con-
ference of Bangladesh Federal
Union of Journalists (BFUJ) at
the Jatiya Press Club. .

The prime minister advised
the opposition parties to launch
movement on Ssocio-ecornomic
issues wherein the people have
a stake, instead of calling har-
tal. since political issue regard-
ing the change ol power through
ballot stands settled.

Her remarks, came as the
BNP-led copposition alliance
had threatened bovcott of the
municipal elections due [or
February 23-25 and marathon
shutdown to forestall the non-

Sec Page 12 Col o

Hartal threat
Business leaders
worrlied, to
meet soon

Business leaders. worried by
the opposition’s threat of a se-
ries of hartals next month are
planning (o sit together in a
day or two to discuss the situa-
Linn, Teports AFPB.

Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (MCCI),
which represents most of the
industrial sector, has taken the
initiative lor convening a meet-
ing of the leaders of various
chambers and trade associa-
tions.

"The mieeting is expected lo
take place in a couple of days,”
one business leader told the
news agency yesterday.

He said they would try to
meet the leaders of both the rul-
ing and opposition parties to
«draw their attention to the
plight of the business commnni-
nity caused by {requent strikes
and agitation programmes.

The business leader who pre-
ferred not to be quoted said the
owners of the industries and

See Page 12 Col 8

Khulna city tense
as Juba League
leader shot dead

From Staff Correspondent

KRIIUTWA, Jan 30: Aniowar
Hessiain, 32, joint convenor of
Jubo League city unit was
gunned down by unidentified
assailants at around 9:15
lonight on the premises of
Awami League ofiice,

Police said the assailants
also expioded bombs during ihe
atlacK. He died on way to Sadar
hospital.

Many leaders and activists
of the party were present in the
office during the incideni, po-
lice and eyewitnesses said.

The deceased belonged to
‘Whip Group' of the party which
has strained relations with
‘Manzurul Imam Group' on dif-
ferent issues.

The killing of Anowar
sparked violence in the city as
supporters of the deceased went
on rampage damaging cars and
shops. '

Both the groups of the party
were found taking position with
fircarms at different key points
to attack each other.

Police said. the murder of
Jubo League =4l =r was a sequel
e intra-party rivalry.

Police forces have been de-
ployed in Awami League office
and the residences of top party
leaders.
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Law And Our
Rights

Access to Justice; The
Gram Adalat Model: The
Genesis of Lok Adalat;
and Lawscape
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| L Azan __| Jamaat 1
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Esha 7-10 720 |
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Opps return
today opting

for in-House

showdown

By Nazmul Ashraf

The Jatiya Sangsad session
resumes this afternoon with the
Opposition members returning
to House with plans to launch a
scathing attack on the Treasury
bench.

The government, according
to opposition sources, will come
under fire regarding a number
of issues including the ensuing

municipal elections, which the

opposition has vowed to resist.
The BNP-led opposition par-

ties in parliament have decided

to join the session as part of

their anti-government cam- -

palgn, opposition sources said.
€ session is due to resume at
4.30 pm today.
. Leader of the Opposition and
BNF chief Khaleda Zia vyester-
day instructed the whips of the
Opposition to contact the BNP
MPs to ensure their presence
today, said a source close to her.

Prior to entering the House,
said the source, the BNF MPs
would also discuss briefly their
strategies to face the Treasury
Bench,

Reached by telephone last
night, BNP secretary general
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan con-
firmed his party's participation
in the business of the House to-

day.

However, Bhuivan denied
having any plan to hold a meet-
ing ol the party lawmakers to-

day to discuss their strategies in’

the House. “We'll decide our
strategies after watching the
government's treatment to us
on the floor of the House.” he
explained.

Two other opposition parties
-- Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-
Islami -- will also follow the
BNP to join the session.

Before leaving for the United
Kingdom on Thursday, JP
Chairman HM Ershad had also
asked the party MPs to attend
the parliament session, JP
sources said.

Jamaat-e-Islami leader
ATM Azharul Islam told The
Daily Star that their MPs would
also meet before entering the
House.

This year's first session be-
gan on January 25 when all the
MPs belonging to BNP and Ja-
maat-e-Islami and majority of
the Jatiya Party members were
not present in the House
protesting “government inter-
ference” in the presidential
speech delivered on the opening

See Page 12 Col 4.

Opposition will also
reschedule hartals

By Staff Correspondent

The opposition parties have
threatened to reschedule their
hartals if the government keeps
offices open on the weekend to
offset the impact of the shut-
down.

The opposition threat fol-
lows the Prime Minister's an-
nouncement to shift public hol-
idays to hartal days.

An influential member of

PM under fire
from the Bar

By Staff Correspondent

The president of Bangladesh
supreme Court Bar Association
(BSCBA) yesterday condemned
Frime Minister Sheikh Hasina
for what he said “making naked
interference in the indepen-
dence of the judiciary”.

The BSCBA president’s re-
sponse came after her com-
ments on the judiciary at a
press conference on Friday. Her
statements referred to courts’
granting bail to some 1200 per-
sons on August 25 and 26 last
year.

The BSCBA president,
Habibul Islam Bhuiyan, in a
statement also termed the PM's
comments “adverse, irrespon-
sible, false and motivated.”

"The PM's speech has c¢ast
doubt on the wisdom and judi-
ciousness of the Chief Justice,”

See Page 12 Col 6

T'raining of intern

the opposition liaison commit-
tee told the Daily Star that the
oppozition parties would only
consider Friday due to Juma
xrayers. "Otherwise we will
ollow the government’'s
rescheduling.” he said.

However, the opposition will
not cortinue shifting hartals if
the government keeps
rescheduling holidavs one after
another. In that case, the liai-
son committee member said,
oppasition parties would exiend
hartal.

Another oppositicn leader
said the government had
started playving a cat-and-
mouse game through reschedul-
ing the submission of nomina-
tion papers for municipal elec-
lions on January 26,

“We had no plan to resort to
the foul play but we are being
lorced 1o do that.” he added.

The liaison committee
member said the Prime Minis-
ter's "arrogant” decision forced
the opposition to sit “instantly”
to finalise hartals for February.
"We sal on Friday evening and
finalised 48-hour and 96-hour
hartals when we came to know
about PM's threat. Otherwise we
would have taken a decision on
the hartals a couple of days
later.”

A senior BNP leader, while
giving reaction to the Prime
Minister’'s announcement. said
there was no legal basis for the

See Page 12 Col 4
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uriganga dying

By Staff Correspondent

The Buriganga is dying,
Please save it, ~

This passionate appeal came
from speakers at a discussion
meetling on “"Present Status of
the Buriganga River and Water
Bodies of Dhaka™ held at the
Jatiya Press Club yesterday.

Environmentalists, journal-
ists, teachers, NGO workers and
students participating in the
discussion said if the pollution
and encroachment of Buriganga
continue at the present rate, it
will die off within the next 10
years.

They said the river is now a
dumping ground for deadly
wastes. More than 82 per cent of
human wastes of the city are
dumped here. And wastes from
tanneries in Hazaribagh arc the
biggest pollutants,

Mohammad Reazuddin of
the Department of Environ-
ment (DoE) said that scientific
tests conducted by the depart-
ment showed that pollution in
the river water was higher than
previous years. He said a DoE
survey identified 113 installa-
tions encroaching upon the
river. The offenders include
households, mills, factories.
dockyards, markets, madras-
sahs and mosques.

Reazuddin said 50 acres of
Buriganga land have been en-
croached upon by 244 occu-
pants. Of the land, 38.7 acres
under Kotwali circle being en-
croached upon by 157 occu-
pants, 7.01 acres under Tejgaon
circle by nine occupants and 4.3
acres under Keraniganj thana
by 78 individuals,

The survey also identified
249 industries along the bank
of the river that are responsible
for water pollution in the Buri-

See Page 12-Col 1.

Vajpayee fasts '
forreligious
tolerance

NEW DELHI, Jan 30: Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behan Va-
Jpayee observed a day of fasting
today seeking sectarian peace
on the 51st anniversary of Ma-
hatima Gandhi's assassination,
reports AFP.

The Hindu nationalist
politician announced the start
of the well-publicised fast after
paying homage to the Indian
Independence hero at a black-
stone mausoleum here,

Vajpayee laid [lowers at the
memorial, located near the Ja-
muna river, and tlhien observed
a brief silence in memory of a
man revered as "father of tle
nation.”

Hundreds of supporiers
thronged his official residence

See Page 12 Col 8

Govt 'indecisive' whether to

continue VGF programme

t&[.p focdgrains were ¢han
neled thwug the VGF pro-
gramune ihit month as the gov-
ernment remamed “indecisive”
whether to continue it

Officials in the food and re-
liel ministries can not sa
whether the programme would
be revived next month. "The is-
sue may come up for discussion
at a meeting on February 27,
said one olficial.

sSome twa crore vulnerable
poor were supplied foodgrains
through, 42 Jakh VGF
vulnerable group feeding) cards
under the programme  during
the post-flond months till De-
cember last year.

The Officials said the food
mirustry has already cautioned
the governmenl against a “lean
period” from February to April
till harvest of Boro paddy and
insisted on developing a mech-
anisim for distribution of food-
grains and creation of jobs
through more projects under
Food For Work (FFW) pro-
Eramime. ;

The government had also
planned distribution of food-
grains at ‘fair price' in the city
and divisional headquarters
through cards. But it is also tak-
ing longer time than planned,
The cards have not yet been
prepared. The sources however
hoped that two lakh cards for
the urban poor would be ready

| by early February.

s not effective

'Community-based' lessons needed

By Naimul Hagqg

Training of doctors during
internship in medical colleges
is not effective and appropriate
for the country's needs, particu-
larly in community settings.

The training should be on
communily oriented healthcarc
facilities, research and teach-
ing.

This was stated by some
newly graduated doclors and
policy makers in a recent
study, conducted under a pro-
ject styled Further Improve-
ment of Medical Colleges
(FIMC]).

One hundred doctors who
completed internship training
recently were questioned during
the study.

More than 75 per cent of the
respondents expressed the view

that the present training pro-
grarnme is not supervised et%ac—
tively while about 230 per cent
said performance of intern doe-
tors need to be assessed aller
completion of their training.

Regarding the time allocated
for different disciplines durin
training, about 90 per cent o
them did not agree that the pre-
sent programine was appropri-
ate,

More than three quarters of
them said that interns undergo-
ing training in surgery also
need training in obstetrics and
gynaecology.

Ninety-four per cent of the

respondents agreed that the
training programme should in-
clude “community-based
lessons” lo motivate doctors to

work among rural communi-
ties. The existing training is
not also "decumented™ and so
proper evaluation after train-
ing can nol be done, they said.

Most of them agreed that
medical graduates eventually
need to work in community
hospitals.

“Throughout the world med-
ical schools and colleges are
implementing community-
based teaching programime for
students. Why should this not
be introduced in Bangladesh?”
sald a retired professor of
Dhaka Medical College who is a
policy maker now.

Earlier, a team of foreign
reviewers said that the standard
of teaching in country's
medical colleges and training of

intern doctors was "extremely
poor”. They visited different
medical cmhﬂges in April last
yvear and analysed the curricu-
lum , teaching, student guid-
ance, environment and re-
SOLUTCES.

While agreeing that the ex-
isling training programmes for
interns were inappropriate,
some leachers involved in the
training told this correspon-
dent that there was also lack of
cominitinent on the part of the
governmeril to improve medica
education i the country.

They noted that frequent
transfer of teachers at medical
colleges were causing the major
problems in the way of im-
provement of medical educa-

See Page 12 Col 3

By Reaz Ahmad

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hastiia had announced on De-
cemnber I'8 that the “vulnerable
poor” would be supplied food-
grains at fair price during the
month of Ramadan. She also
told a city rally that foodgrains
at fair price would be made
available to employees of gov-
ernment and autonomous insti-

Involvement of

madrassah at
Lalkhan denied

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Jan 30: Deen-
e Madrassah Songrokkan
Parishad, Bangladesh [DMSPB])
today denied involvement of
Lalklzlan Bazar Madrassah in
any arms training or its link
with any extremist organisa-
tion like Harkatu-uz-Jihad.
Addressing a press confer-
etlce at the press club here, con-
venor of DMSPB Ahmed Sagir
said "Lalkhan Bazar Madrassah
as its routine work pgives
physical training to its students
between Asr and Magreb
prayers. Bul some vested quar-
ters have started false propa-
ganda against the madrassah”.
Sagir called upon all con-
cerned to refrain from any
“false propaganda” against the

See Page 12 Col 7

tutions through empla}ré!, co-

“operatives, |

Food Mimstry had earlier
wrote to all government and
semi-government offices ask-
ing for "quick response” in this
regard but the response was
“very poor”, the sources said.

They said, in several inter-
ministerial meetings since
November last, the food min-

istry “vigorously hammered”™

on one point that FFW (food for
work} projects have to bhe
started in Ilull swing lo ensure
lood security during the
“crucial first quarter ol 19997,

Some FFW projects got un-
derway at thana levels only this
month: Relief Ministry is now
planning field level inspection
to see the progress achieved so
far and has asked for sendin
projects proposals under F
immediately.

Talking to The Daily Star
earlier this month an expert
from the IRRI in the Philippines
had stressed on careful
observation of the after-effects
of last year's deluge and said
that the period between the
Aman season and the next har-
vesling season would be the
most grucial period for
Bangladesh.

ter the flood, the govern-
ment had calculated a crop loss
of 22 lakh tonnes in addition to
normal yearly food gap of 21
lakh tonnes.

Biswa
[jtema
begins

By Staff Correspondent
The three-day Biswa ljtema,

| the .second largest Mualim ¢on-

1egatinn after Hajj, began yes-
?’er ay morning Ulji] thegbank of
the river ’I‘ura% at Tongi.

Devotees irom across the
country and about 70 foreign
countries are attending the
ljitemna. '

The [jterna will end with the
Akheri Munajat tomorrow
morning. President Shahabud-
din Ahmed, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, members of the
cabinet, high govt officials and
diplomats of the Muslim coun-
tries in DDhaka are expected to
attend the Aklieri Munajat.

Renowned Islamic scholars
and thinkers from home and
abroad will be delivering
speeches and religious sermons
at lthe congregation.

Buses, mini-buses, trucks
and trains including special
trains are carrying the devotees
round the clock. Many of them
are travelling on roof tops of

See Page 12 Col 1

BTV won’t telecast
live Akheri Munajat

Bangladesh Television (BTV)
will not telecast live the Akheri
Munajat of the Biswa Ijtema on
February one, an official hand-
out said, reports BSS.

The decision was taken by
the BTV following a request by
the [jtema Committee,

Attempt on poet

Arrested 9 to
be produced
In court today

By Staff Correspondent

Nine of the remanded 17
pcople, who were arrested for
their alleged involvement in
the attack on poet Shamsur
Rahman, are likely to be pro-
duced before the CMM's Court
today, police said last night.

Police so far arrested 18 peo-
ple who are alleged to be ac-
tivists of Harkat-Uz-Jihad, an
extremist organization, from
different parts of the country
alfter the attack on the poet at
his Shyvamoli residence in the
city on January 18,

The Joint Investigation Cell
(JIC ) took remand of 17 of them
for five days in two groups. One
group - of nine includes
Mahtabuddin and Fazle Hasan,
who were caught during the at-

See Page 12 Col 6

LAHORE, Jan 30: Pakistani
Primme Minister Nawaz Sharif
said today he had decided to set
up military courts throughout
the country to combat a wave of
violence, report Reuters, AP.

'From today. we have de-
cided to set up military courts
all over the country.” he told a
delegation of pcople from the
violence-plagued port city of
Karachi, where controversial
summary military courts were

set up in December.

sSharif made the announce-
ment in Lahore, capital of the
central province of Punjab, two
days before the Supreme Court
was due to begin hearing peti-
tions challenging the validity
of the military courts in
Rarachi, The Supreme Court
has already halted the carry-
ing-out ul:’ death sentences
assed by the military tri-
unals.
Interior minister Shujaat
Hussain told Reuters in LalerE

that the government wanted to
set up further military courts
around the country to speed up
trials of peaple charged with vi®
olence. The number of courts
had not been decided.

It depends upon the re-
quirement of different areas.’
Hussain said.

Meanwhile, six people were
killed. including a four-year-
old child, by a bomb which Pak-
istani officials said was made
mn neighbouring India.

The bomb was placed be-
neath the seat of a horse-drawn
cart that was carrying eight
passengers. All but one of the
passengers died of their in-
juries. The eighth person is in
critical condition, police said.
Seven other people, who were
standing nearby, also were in-
jured in the explosion, they
said.

The bomb exploded as the
horse-drawn cart crossed a

Military courts to be set up throughout Pakistan

bridge near Sialkot, some 60
kilometers north of Lahore.

A paramedic, who didn't
warnl to be identified, said that
the scene of the bombing was
horrific.

An official of the Punjab
provincial bomb disposal
squad said the explosive was
Indian-made and weighed more
than 13 pounds. The official
refused to give any further de-
tails.
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