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Biman golf held

Sports Reporter

The Biman Bangladesh Air-
lines golf tournament was held
at the Kurmitola Golf Club yes-
terday. A record number of

layers took part in the day
E:mg meet which was inaugu-
rated by the club president Lt
Gen M Mustafizur Rahman,
says a press release.

Winners at the tournament
are as follows:

Winner men's — Alok Azeem;
Ladies winner — Mrs Rajini
Amalan; Senior Winner — A
Rahim Chowdhury; Junior
winner — Zoheb Khan; Best

ross — Sadig Quddus; Ladies
gest gross — Mrs Negumi Ko-
reeda; 2nd best gross — Chanc
Lee; Runner-up — Rahib Bashar;
Ladies runner-up — Mrs Ok
Kyung Jang; 2nd runner-up
Maj Gen Sayeed Ahmed; Front
nine winner — Woo Yon Lee;
Back nine winner — Brig Imtiaz
Ahmed Chowdhury, Nearest to
pin — WH Seo; Longest drive —
Alok Azeem. f

Nat'l jr chess

Fifteen players jointly lead
the points table in the 20th na-
tional junior chess champi-
onship after the second round
at the NSC chess room yester-
day, reports UNB.

The are — Rajib, Boby, Firoz,
Mustafa, Debraj, Fahim.
Suprakash, Malek, Jewel, Ma-
mun, Anwar, Bari, Mufazzal,
Karibul and Aminul.

Meanwhile, eight players
jointly lead the table in the
20th national women gualify-
ing chess championship after
the second round matches at the
same venue, .

The leaders are — Zakia,
Eva, Masuda, Ava. Nira, Mah-
fuza, Ferdousi and Bahy,

The third round matches
will be held today (Saturday) at
the same venue.

Diawara joins
Arsenal tent

LONDON, Jan 29 (Reuters/
Internet): Bordeaux striker
Kaba Diawara completed his
move to English champions Ar-
senal for an undisclosed fee on
Friday and will be in the squad
to face Chelsea on Sunday.

"I am delighted to be joining
Arsenal, they are a big club, a
famous club and when '

Arsene Wenger asked me to
join, 1 said 'ves' immediately.”

iawara Eair?’ on Friday.

Wenger, who has now signed
eight French players since be-'
coming Arsenal boss in

October 1996, added: "We
have signed him to strengthen
our sirike force. He is techni-
cally gifted and will be an asset
to the team.”

Diawara, 23, played in the
same France Under-21 team as
Arsenal midflielder Patrick
Vieira and moves to London af-
ter scoring five times in seven
starts for Bordeaux this season.

Diawara adds to an already
strong French contingent at Ar-
senal. As well as manager Ar-
~sene Wenger,

i

&-playiris o
includes Patrick Vieira, Nicolas

Anelka, Emmanuel Petit™David
Grondin, Remi Garde and Gilles
Grimandi and Christopher
Wreh.

Media reports put the trans-
[er fee at 4.95 million US dol-
lars,

FIFA to probe
into Zagreb's
claim

GLASGOW, Jan 29: Cellic
mﬂna%ing director Fergus Mc-
Cann faces being hauled before
world football chiefs over the
non-payment of Mark Viduka's
3 million pound (4.7 million
dollar) transfer fee from Croa-
tia reb, reports AFP.

FIFA confirmed on Thurs-
day they had received a letter
from the Croatian football fed-
eration complaining their club
still hasn't received any money.

There has been a suggestion
that Celtic could be deducted
league points but a FIFA
spokesman said: "l don't think
We are in a position to do that it
this instance.

"We have received a commu-
nication from the Croatian
football federation and this
will be forwarded to the Scot-
lish Football Association.

“The basis of the complaint
is that Croatia Zagreb haven't
received any compensation for
the transfer of Viduka to Celtic,

'FIFA have nol been asked to
arbitrate yet but that might
happen if the matter is not re-
solved.

“Then both parties, by that 1
mean both clubs, could be
asked to appear before the play-
ers status committee and the
background to the case ex-
plored."

Australian international
striker Viduka returned to
Celtic this week after a seven-
week absence, saying he needed
to be excused duties as he was
suffering from emotional
siress, caused by constant bar-
racking he received from the
Zagreb fans.

He is now back tralning with
the Scottish champions but is
unlikely to play for another
month as he builds up his fit-
1IeS5.

Meanwhile McCann contin-
ues to stall on paying the fee a
parently until Viduka is rea y
to make his debut,

FBI informed
about Olympic
cash

SALT LAKE CITY, Jan 29:
Former City Councilmhan Tom
Godirey has told the FBI his tale
of the nervous Salt Lake
Olympics official with the large’
bag of cash, reports AP.

Godirey told FBI agents
Wednesday night what he had
told reporters earlier in the
week: A bid committee staff
member's story of carrying
90,000 dollars in cash to Bu-
dapest, Hungary, in 1995 just
before the 2002 Winter Games
were awarded.

| PERTH, Jan 29
(AFP /Reuters): Sri
Lankan cricket
captain Arjuna
Ranatunga was
’ __1 given a suspended
sentence ol six one-day inter-
nationals and fined 75 per cent
of his match fee at a discl-
plinary hearing here on Thurs-
day.

The penalty was imposed on
Ranatunga, 35, for his action in
leading players to the edge of
the field and causing a 12-
minute hold-up after the team's
controversial off-spin bowler,
Muttiah Muralitharan, was no-
balled for throwing by Aus-
tralian umpire Ross Emerson
in a one-day game against Eng-
land in Adelaide last Saturday.

International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC) referee, Peter van der
Merve, announcing his deci-
sion, sald, "Ranatunga ex-
pressed regret at the embar-
rassment he caused his u;:;ﬁm-
nents, the public, and officials.

"He has been warned that his
every action will be closel
monitored over the next 1
months."

The sentence means
Ranatunga is free to continue
playing immediately and the

nalty will not be applied un-
ess he offends again in the next
year.

Ranatunga learned his fate
alter a four-hour hearing at the
Western Australian Cricket As-
sociation headquarters where
the man who led Sri Lanka to
the one-day World Cup in 1996
and the ICC were both repre-
sented by senior lawyers.

The suspended penalty
means he will be able to play in
Sri Lanka's two crucial Perth
games this weekend against
England on Friday and Aus-
lralia on Sunday.

He will also be able to play in
his country's final two qualify-
ing games — against England in
Sydney next Wednesday and
against Australia in Melbourne
four days later.

RANATUNGA

APOLOGISES

Ranatunga says he was only
following orders when he led a
walk-off protest.
Ranatunga apologised for
his bad behaviour.
. However, he defended his ac-

" tions with the release of a

statement today saying he was

A dejected Arjuna Rana-
tunga is on his way to the
dressing.room at the WACA
ground. — AP/UNB photo

only following orders from the
Board of Control for Cricket in
Sri Lanka (BCCSL) when he led
his team to the boundary after
Emerson no-balled Muttiah
Muralitharan for throwing.

"The implications of the de-
cision of umpire Emerson were
Ementtall}r ar reaching and

eyond my authority as captain .

of the Sri Lankan team, where
my responsibilities are limited

to the team's on-field perfor-
mance.,

"As captain, however, | wish
to publicly state that | do ac-
knowledge that my responsi-
bilities extend to upholding the
spirit of the beautiful game |

play. as well as its laws.

"It is my absolute commit-
ment that I will be seen as up-
holding those principles for so
long as | have the privilege to

lay the game of cricket at any
evel."

Ranatunga, who also had a
heated, finger-pointing ex-
change with Emerson, said he
was sorry for the embarrass-
ment he had caused but said he
felt it was his duty to defend
Muralitharan.

"My actions following the
no-balling of Sri Lanka's great
bowler Murali during the match
were motivated by my respon-
sibility to demonstrate support
for Murali in this difficult sit-
uation,” Ranatunga said.

"l believe Murali is a player
who possesses talent which
should be the source of celebra-
tion for cricket lovers the world

OVET.
"l was not motivated to cause
embarrassment to anyone.

However, | recognise that my
actions during the game did
cause embarrassment to the op-
position team, to members of
the public and to officials.”

Ranatunga added: "As cap-
tain of the Sri Lankan team, |
acknowledge and understand
my responsibility to uphold the
spirit as well as the laws of the
game.

"Cricket is an emotional
game which is of immense im-
portance to the people of many
different nations.

"It is a game that tests the
character of those who play it,
Particularly al international
evel where the happiness of
millions can be affected by the
outcome of a particular match
or the battin% or bowling per-
formance of an individual
player.

"The spirit of cricket in-
vokes not only the wonderful
characteristic of sportsman-
ship, but also the virtues of
team work and loyalty to one's
team matches and superiors.

"Sumectimes Lhese qualities
can find themselves in competi-
lion."

For&a

PERTH, Jan 29
(AFP/Reuters/Int
ernet): Former
Australian cri-
cket captain Kim
| SRS | Hughes today led a
scathing attack on the Interna-
tional Cricket Council's (ICC)
lenjent treatment of Sri Lan-
kan captain Arjuna Ranatunga.
“The ICC are pathetic.,. abso-
lutely useless,” said Hughes fol-
lowing the suspended six-match
sentence handed out to
Ranatunga, 35, Thursday by ICC
match referee Peter van der
Merve of South Africa.
Former top Australian um-
ire Max O'Connell also

ous." :

Some of¢ Australia’s most
distinguished umpires also
have criticised the ICC over its
decision not to suspend
Ranatunga.

"With Ranatunga it wasn't
just one incident, he was telling
Ross Emerson that he was in
charge of the game, jabbing him
in the chest, threatening to take
his team off the field," O'Con-
nell said.

‘It was easily the worst be-
haviour ['ve ever seen on a
cricket field."

New South Wales umpires
director Dick French said the
result could deter young people
from becoming umpires.

"The behaviour of the Sri
Lankan captain was inexcus-
able — to prod, point and to not
accept the umpire's ruling was
really disgraceﬁt}.“ he said.

"And to hear the punishment
really leaves a sour taste in
your mouth because I believe a
suspended sentence doesn't

anded: the penahty* "ridicu-
. o il el

mean anything.”

Former Test umpire Lou
Rowan said the ICC and the
Australian Cricket Board (ACB)
should be condemned for the
way they handled the situation.

'l feel the umpires have been
abandoned at the highest level,"
Rowan said. "Umpires through-
out the world can now expect no
support at all from administra-
tors.”

‘It's a very disappointing de-
cision," former international
umpire Len Eilngif said. "There's
certainly been a lack of support
for the umpires."

Len King, described the
Ranatunga outcome as "a sad
gilz.“fur__ the ‘umpiring frater-
nity: " « ; ' :

Hughes said: "They may as
well get rid of the match referee
system... they may as well pack
up and go home. It's a sad day
for cricket.

"Ranatunga should have
been suspended immediately
for four, five or six one-day in-
ternationals," Hughes said.

O’'Connell, the umpire at the
centre of the Dennis Lillee alu-
minium bat-throwing incident
19 years ago, said Ranatunga's
behaviour was thé worst he ﬁaﬂ
ever seen on a cricket field.

"The sentence was ridicu-
lous," he said.

The best remembered inci-
dent in which O'Connell was
involved during his long career
came in the 1979-80 Test
against England in Perth, when
Lillee was told by the umpires
Ee could not use an aluminium

at.

The fiery fast bowler eventu-
ally threw the bat away in dis-
gust and was brought to order by

rassed,

- Lankans must be now ex

ainst the penalty

captain Greg Chappell,

O'Connell said Ranatunga's
prolonged outburst was much
mMore serious.

Nelther Ranatunga nor the
Sri Lankan cricket board has
reacted to the penalty, but the
Sri Lankan captain received
support from cricket writers
back home. )

The state-run Daily Newg
said the penalty was justifiable
and that the country understood
why he had behaved badly.

"Maybe Ranatunga was pro-
voked into doing the things he
did, but unless such actions are
nipped in the bud, the hithest
traditions of the game would de-
leriorate and cricket woulll be-
come the loser," said sports
writer Sa'adi Thawfeeq.

The Sri Lankan press main-
tained that it was an "Aus-
tralian conspiracy” to provoke
Ranatunga, saying it was no se-
cret he had become a hate figure

“in Australia after an acrimo-

nious tour in 1995-96.

‘It seems that the Aussies
have cleverly got Ranatunga
where they wanted him — prob-
ably using Emerson as the bait,"
Thawlfeeq said.

Another Sri Lankan sports
writer, Elmo Rodrigopulle, said
Ranatunga's teamn had been "ha-
ounded and humili-
ated” at every turn since they
arrived in Australia.

“The {current) tour of Aus-
tralia for the .... one-day series
has been one helluva nightmare
for Sri Lanka's cricketers," said
Rodrigopulle. "On this tour the
ri-
encing what it is like to be in
cricket’'s hell."

PERTH, Jan 29:
' Paceman Mark
Ealham grabbed
" five wickets, in-
cluding three in

: -—d four balls, as Eng-
land crushed Sri Lanka by 128
runs in their tri-series match at
the WACA ground today, reports
Reutérs.

Sti Lanka were shot out for a
paltry 99 in 33.3 overs after
England., who lost the toss,
made 227 for seven in their 50
overs.

It virtually assured England
of a berth in the triangular
tournament's best of three fi-
nals. series and at the same
time, all but ended Sri Lanka's
chances.

They would have to win their
last three matches, starting on
Sunday against Australia, to
stand any chance of qualifying,

Sir Lanka had looked to be
cruising comfortably at 65 for
one in the 18th over, but then
Ealham, who had conceded 14
runs in his first two overs,
snapped up Sanath Jayasuriya
(40) and Marvan Atapattu (17)
with the fourth and fifth balls
of his third over.

Although his hattrick bid
was denied, he had Aravinda de
Silva (1) caught behind by Alec
Stewart with the first delivery
of his fourth over,

Ealham also dismissed
Roshan Mahanama (6) and
skipper Arjuna Ranatunga (11)
to linish with five for 32 off 10
overs. Eclipsing his previous
best haul of three for 44 against
South Africa at Leeds last year.,

+ England kept to their pre-
Match plan to bowl short at the
Sri Lankans, who failed to
handle the lifting ball on the
WACA strip, the last nine wick-
ets fell for 34 runs.

The match was played in
good spirit, unlike last week-
end;s controversial game be-
tween the same two sides in
Adelaide, although Sri Lanka

captain was roundly booed
from the start,

When Ranatunga went out to

_backward square, but

Ealham erases

bat, he and ngpuaite number
Stewart shook hands.

Earlier, and unbeaten 81 off
119 deliveries by Neil Fair-

brother guided England out of
deep trouble. |

airbrother, who shared a
839-run partnership for the fifth
wicket with Adam Hollioake
(46), finished his innings with a
runner after straining his left
hamstring attempting a second
run in the 47th over.

The busy left-hander will
miss England's last two guali-
fying matches, but is expected to
be available for the opening fi-
nal at the SCG on February 10
should the tourists progress as
anticipated.

Fairbrother's effort over-
shadowed that of Sri Lanka's
left-arm fast bowler Ruchira
Perera, who claimed three for
55 on his limited overs inter-
national debut,

Perera's opening five-over
spell yielded the scalps of Stew-
art (o), Nick Knight (13} and
Nasser Hussain (0],

He also ran out Hollioake
with a direct throw from deep
squan-
dered much of his good work by

Asian appeal

ZURICH, Jan 29 {(Reuters/ In-
ternet): Leading Asian soccer of-
ficials on Friday urged FIFA
president Sepp Blatter to re-
consider Asia's allocation of
only four guaranteed spots at
the 2002 World Cup finals.

With Japan and South Korea
co-hosting the tournament,
only two other Asian countries
have been guaranteed a berth in
the finals.

A fifth could compete if they
qualified via a play-off.

Blatter, senior FIFA vice-
president Julio Grondona and
general secretary Michael

Zen-Ruffinen met four Asian
executive committee members,
includin
Chung Mong Joon of South Ko-
rea and two senior Asian Foot-
ball Confederation officials.

FIFA vice-president

ankans

bowling 10 no-balls and three
wides.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the tri-series
limited-over cricket matech be-
tween England and Sri Lanka at
the WACA ﬁruuud on Friday:

ENGLAN

N Knight ¢ De Silva b Perera 13
A Stewart b Perera 0
G Hick Ibw Vaas 10
N Hussain ¢ Kaluwitharana

b Perera 0
N Fairbrother not out 81
A Holliopake run out 46
M Ealham ¢ Mahanama

b Muralitharan 16
R Croft ¢ Chandana b Vaas 32

D Gough not out 0
Extras: (Ib-6, w-8, nb-15) 29

Total: (For seven wkts in 50 overs)227
Did not bat: D Headely, A
Mullally
Fall of wkts: 1-6; 2-30: 3-37:
4-38; 5-127; 6-166: 7-221

Bowler O M R W
Vaas 10 2 38 2
Perera 10 0 B 3
Muralitharan 10 1 26 ]
Chandana 8 0 3®@ 0
Jayasuria 9 0 47 0O
De Silva 3 0 16 0O
SRI LANEKA
Jayasuria ¢ Hollicake b Ealham 40
Kaluwitharana ¢ Holliopake
b Gough 5
Atapattu ¢ Knight b Ealham )
~ De Silva C Stewart b Ealham 1
Jayawardena ¢ Hussain b Gough 3
Ranatunga ¢ Knight b Ealham 11

Mahanama ¢ Hussain b Ealham 6
Chandana ¢ Gough b Headley g
Vaas not out 0

Muralitharan b Mullally 1
Perera ¢ Hick b Mullally 0
Extras: (Ib-2, w-1 nb-3) 6
Total: (All out in 33.3 overs) 99

Fall of wkts: 1-15; 2-65: 3-65;

4-67; 5-71; 6-85; 7-98: 8-98: O-
99: 10-99,

Bowler O M R W
Gouﬁh 8 2 1 2
Mullally 63 0 17 2
Headley 8- 9 33 3
Ealham 10 2 32 D
Croft 1 DO O

: 1
Result: England won by 128
runs.

‘Man-of-the-match: Mark
Ealham.,

Sport

juna let off lightly

1 minutes. They came out very

'Parma through on a 6-3 aggre-.

Umpires question
Murali's action

SYDNEY, Jan 29: Most um-
pires who have officiated in Sri
Lanka's matches have made
informal reports to the authori-
ties over off-spinner Multiah
Muralitharan's bowling action,
New South Wales umpires direc-
tor Dick French said Friday,
reparts AP. :

But French, a former Test
umpire, said he doubts the In-
ternational Cricket Council's
nine-man comimittee will take
any decisive action once the re-
ports are forwarded by the Aus-
tralian Cricket Board. -

French was at the Adelaide
Oval last weekend when Mu-
ralitharan was no-balled for
throwing by umpire Ross Emer-
sorl.

He watched the bowler's ac-
tion through powerful binocu-
lars and is convinced Emerson
made the right call.

"He probably could have
called him earlier but he
wanted to make sure,” French
said. "It took great strength of
character to do it knowing how
the Sri Lankans would react.

"And then the pressure he
was put under for the next few
hours was astonishing and he
handled it very well."

'l know that other umpires
this year in the series have put
in wunofficial reports which
means they're concerned about
his action, even though they
didn't call him. When [ say they
have reported him unofficially,
[ think to a man they would all
agree his action is doubtful.”

Emerson was one of three
Australian umpires who called
Muralitharan for chucking on
the last Sri Lankan tour in Aus-
tralia in 1995-96.

His actlion was later cleared
by the ICC, which will now re-
view it again because of Emer-
son's decision 1o no-ball him:.

"[The ICC) will then pass it to
the nine-man committee who
will review his action, they will
ask Sri Lanka to review his ac-
tion, which of course they're
meant to have done before.”
said French.

"They'll go through that pro-
cess again and | doubt that any-
thing will come from it to be
guite honest.

'Most countries in the past
have taken it upon themselves
to have a look at a local
bowler's action and either
change it or make sure he does-
n't bowl."

Muralitharan has never
been called for throwing in any
other country.

Fiorentina
in semis

FLORENCE. Jan 29
(Reuters/AF): A set-piece goal by
Anselmo Robbiati gave

Fiorentina a 1-0 win over Serie
B side Atalanta Bergamo on
Thursday and carried the league
leaders into the Italian Cup
semifinals,

Robbiati curled home a [ree
'kick after teammate Gabriel
Battistuta had been fouled on
the edge of the box.

The 10th minute strike lev-
elled the aggregate score at 3-3
and put the Fiorentines into the
last lour on the away goals rule.

Fiorentina dominated the
first half and appeared set for a
comfortable victory after tak-
ing their early lead.

But the absence of suspended
Brazilian striker Edmundo and
injured Italy wing back Moreno
Torricelli weighed heavily after
the: interval when Atalanta
were undoubtedly the better
side.

"We were good for the first 45

strongly after the break as they
had to do and we found it diffi-
rult.," said Fiorentina coach
Giovanni Trapattoni. "We had
one or two chances in the sec-
ond half. No more than that.”
Atalanta, which knocked
oul Serie A sides AS Roma and
Empoli in earlier rounds, was
aiming Lo become the first Serie
B team to win the Italian Cup
?igrécze Napoli pulled it off in

Fiorentina, the cup titlist
two years ago, will face upstart
Bologna in the two-leg semifi-
nals, starting next month.

On Tuesday. Bologna elimi-
nated two-time defending Serie
A champions Juventus. Juve
won Tuesday's game 1-0 to
make the two-leg aggregate 2-2,
but Bologna advanced because
of more away goal, 2-1.

The other semifinal will pit
AC Parma against Inter Milan.
Both overcame one-goal deficits
from the first legs to advance
Wednesday,

Argentines Hernan Crespo.
Sebastian Veron and Abel

Balbo took care of the scoring |

in a 4-0 rout of Udinese that put

gate,

Inter saw Youri Djorkaefl, a
member of France's World Cup
champions, tally twice and
substitutes Ze Elian of Brazil
and Francesco Moriero once
each in a 5-2 victory over Lazio
that gave the Milan club a 6-4
aggregate win.

Asprilla's
noble
gesture

CAL], Colombia, Jan 29:
Controversial Colombian foot-
baller Faustino Asprilla said
on Thursday he will donate his
15.000 dollar bonus from last
year's World Cup finals to vic-
tims of the earthquake that
devastated Colombia on Tues-
day, reports AFP.

The 29-year-old Parma
striker, who was sent home
from the World Cup early after a
row with then coach Dario Her-
nan Gomez, although he has -
since been recalled, also called
on the 21 other members of the
Colombian squad to do the

TR

yesterday.

FOES BECOMING FRIENDLY: Indian ¢
coach Javed Miandad having a chat during the second day's play at the Chepauk Stadium
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SYDNEY, Jan 29
(AFP/AP}: Aus-
tralian Tesl cap-
tain Mark Taylor

has told close fri-
o e _J ends he has deci-
ded to retire from international
cricket, according to a report
today.

The Daily Telegraph said
Taylor had confided his deci-
sion to friends but wanted to
take a few more days just to
make sure any lingering doubts
over the decision were resolved.

Taylor's management said
Thursday the 34-year-old
batsman was still reviewing his
options. _

But the tabloid Telegraph
said Taylor, who last year
equalled Sir Don Bradman's
record Test score of 334, was

tion early next week.

He has said he would like to
continue playing for New South
Wales for at least a year if he re-
tires from the Test arena ahead
ol Australia's tour of the West
Indies later this year.

Former Australian captains
have tipped Steve Waugh as the
likely replacement for Taylor
although Shane Warne has im-
pressed with his aggressive one-
day captaining in recent
matches against both England
and Sri Lanka.

Bookmakers also said today
they have made Waugh the vir-
tually unbeatable favourite to

{ take over as.captain if Taylor

resigns. :

Many believe Waugh's se-
niority and maturity — he has
been Taylor's deputy since 1997
and has led Australia's one-day
campaign for the last year —
may outweigh Warne's enthusi-
astic and adventurous leader-
ship style,

likely to announce his resigna-

While some bookmakers de-
clined to offer odds on the cap-
taincy race, most agreed Waugh
would be a long odds-on
favourite to win the job.

"He (Steve Waugh) would
have to be unbackable,” said
Centrebet's Gerard Daffy. "He's
been groomed for the post and
everythinﬁ, including the
chance to have one captain for
our Test and one-day teams
points to him being the man lor

i

MARK TAYLOR

the job."
ome people have raised
concern's aver Waugh's age, 33,

and recent injuries that have .

sidelined him during the cur-
rent tri-nations tournament.

But former captain Kim
Hughes said Waugh still had an
edge over Warne, having cap-
tained Australia's one-day sides
for the last year.

"l just think you pick your

Taylor's mind made up?

best captain. the one who's best
at the moment rather than
looking primarily at the long
lerm," Hughes said.

"Shane is younger but you've
got the World Cup coming up
which is going to be very impor-
tant and if Steve Waugh's fit and
available 1 think he'd be the
successor.”

Hughes said Fiuing Warne
the captaincy could also impede
his eflorts to come back from
shoulder surgery.

"I just feel at this stage that
Steve is probably the pick for
captain and we should just let
Shane get back to being the
world's best bowler. And Shane,
who's done very well as captain
when he's had the opportunity,
might have another seven or
eight years ahead of him if he's

fully fit."
Greg Chappell refused to
name his choice but said the

Australian Cricket Board
should not worry about either
candidate's relativé inexperi-
ence.

‘Richie Benaud did it pretty
well from scratch,” he said. "If
you've got the right individual
it's not acf:rer:quisite. They've

played under plenty of captains
and played a lot of cricket at
that level.”

Meanwhile, as Australian
cricket waited for word on his
retirement decision, Taylor

planned to get back where it all

started with a rare grade match
appearance on the weekend.

Taylor will sPend Saturday
and Sunday playing for. his
Northern Districts club against
Petersham-Marrickville as he
continues to ponder whether to
Fﬂ on with the national team
or the tour to the West Indies or
end his illustrious interna-
tional career.

NEW YORK, Jan
29 (Reuters/ In-
lernet): In the next
few weeks Tommy
Brooks will be
trying to reconcile
the two faces ol Mike Tyson.

Aclually there seem to be
many more faces than that, but
for boxing purposes Tyson's
new trainer will have enough
on his hands to deal with just
two of the fighter's miany per-
sonalities.

Brooks, a very candid man,
especially considering he works
in boxing, had been telling re-
porters before Tyson looked so
sloppy against Frans Botha
that Tyson in the gym was
working diligently on boxing
basics such as coming in behind
a jab, throwing combinations
and being patient with his op-
ponent.

But against Botha in Las Ve-
gas another side of Tyson
emerged.

The former heavyweight
champion was often tentative,
head-hunting throughout the
fight and missing widely with
looping left hooks and over-
hand rights. Tyson was emi-
nently hittable throughout the
fight, and if Botha had been a
harder puncher he might have
won in the early rounds and if
he had not been over-confident

f.

.

he mught have won on points.

Indeed, the South African
was winning the bout on all
three judges' scorecards before
he walked into a tremendous
Tyson right hand flush on the
face that ended the scheduled
12-round fight at 2:59 of the
fifth round.

Tyson looked so bad that
ssine people connected with
him who had been looking seri-

ously at a third fight with
Evander Holyfield in November
now say Tyson is not nearly on
track for that now. Tyson is ex-

pected fight again in late April.
An opponent has not officially
been selected, although German
Axel Schulz had been men-
tioned as a possibility.

Against Botha that "was not
the Mike Tyson I had been
working with the last couple of
months." said Brooks in a tele-
conference call on Thursday,

"You never know which guy
is going up the stairs" to enter
the ring, said Brooks, referring
to the vagaries of working with
fighters in general. "It's all on
Mike, | can lead the horse to wa-
ter but | can't make him drink."

The confident, unbeatable
Mike Tyson, with a question-
able sense of reality, revealed
himself immediately after the
fight by sa}rln%. "I'm a better
fighter than was against

Trainer faces two-face of Tyson

Evander.” ,

But ‘moments later another
side of the fighter appeared, the
contrite, just happy to be here
Tﬁsun: "I need to put on better
shows. I'm just happy (Botha)
gave me a chance to fight ....

Brooks, who will begin
wﬂrkin%{swith Tyson again in a
few weeks, insisted that

Tyson's failure to stick to the
fight plan he had been working
on in the was not an ex-
ample of the former heavy-
weight champion's lack of dis-
cipline,

“It's not so much a lack of
discipline. He has to re-instil
confidence,” said Brooks, who
used to train Holyfield, who
beat Tyson twice,

"Inactivity shakes your con-
fidence." said Brooks, referrin
to ’:‘Tysun‘s 19-month force
layoff after biting off a piece of
Holyfield's ear in June 1997 and
having his license to box re-
voked.

Brooks gave his fighter an A-
?lus for power, but only a C-plus
or execution against Botha.
And he graded Botha a B-minus
for effort "but an F for getting
hit," he said to laughter.

"l think it was a let down,"”
Brooks said about Tyson's per-
formance against Botha. "I had
seen the guy doing it for two
months straight.”

same for the 742 dead and 3,000
injured,

"l am going to give my bonus
(for reaching the finals) to the

victims and 1 hnﬁe that my
teammates will do the same," he
said. -
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