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In Dhaka city, certain ani-
mal species and professional
classes were disappearing in the

recent past. In the case of ani-

mal species, some environmen-

tal factors may be the cause,
whereas in the case of profes-

sional classes, the growing ur-

banisation may account for it.

In both cases, these are striking
phenomena which may be of in-

terest to keen observers who
have been residing in the city
for a long od.

Take the case of modnkeys
whose existence in the city was
quite noticeable in the old parts
an-

of the city, particularly in
daria, Wari, Nawabpur and Lal-

bagh areas about three or four

decades back. Over the years,
this animal gradually became
depleted in numbers and now
only some stray members of
that species can be found in iso-
lated pockets of the old part of
the city.

The cause seems mainly en-
vironmental; over the years
that part of the city has under-

one a lot of urbanisation fol-
owing denudation of a large
number of fruit trees which
sheltered and sustained that
species before.

The disappearance of mon-
keys from the old neighbour-
hood may not be a phenomenon
to be grieved over by the old city
dwellers because these monkeys
often proved themselves trou-
~ blesome by their forays into
family homes and were the
cause of headaches to the own-
ers of the fruit-bearing threes.
The growing process of urbani-
sation has led to the gradual
disappearance of the monkeys
in the city.

Another victim of fast ur-
banisation is the horse. In old
days a good number of them
formed an important element
of the transport system in the

Waning Animal an
Professional Species

By A S M Nurunnabi

form of hackney carriages.

With the increasing number of

mechanised vehicles and rick-
shaws, the hackney carriages
fell into disuse. These horse-
drawn carriages are now some
times used for publicity pur-
poses for local films,

Even now, quite a good num-

ber of them are some times

found on city thoroughfares to
create greater publicity impact
in other fields. The cily horses
had their hey day in the past
xﬁ?mn they were used in some
kinds of miniature horse-rac-
ing on the Race-course Maidan,
now Suhrawardy Uddyan.
Nowadays, only very few of
such ill-bred horses can be
found in the old part of the city.

A strange thing in the city is
that a small variety of the horse
species — the donkey — is never
seen here. In old days, donkeys
were used as carriers of wash-
ermen's loads. The prolifera-
tion of mechanised vehicles in
the city somewhat accounts for
the decline in the number of
horses in city areas, but it is
quite mysterious why there is
no existence of donkeys here,
though in the northern districts
of the country, a small number
of them are still seen. -

As regards some profes-
sional classes which are gradu-
ally disappearing in the city,
the conspicuous one that can be
cited is a small group of people
used in band party for various
ceremonial occasions and fes-
tivals, particularly in the old
part of the city, .

Among the old dwellers of
that part, marching of a band
party at the head of a marriage
procession was a common
practice with the well-to-do
people of that area. Its presence
at venues of marriage was also
sumetimes ncted. Such band
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parties commonly used equip-
ment like flutes. drums, bag-

ipes, etc. The members of such

and party would wore colour-
ful uniforms and headgears,
presenting an attractive specta-
cle on any ceremonial occasion.
The growing urbanisation has
also taken a toll on band party
members who are now rarely
called upon to perform.

Another professional class
which has been steadily de-
creasing in number is the class
of dhobis or washermen who
used to perform useful function
in our day-to-day life. In the old
days, it was part of lifestyle of
many families of the city, ac-
cording to which such washer-
men used to visit the homes of
their patrons time to time for
collecting clothes for washing
and ironing.

Such washermen used to get
paid for their services on
monthly or shorter term basis.
This class now seems to be on
the wane, as most washermen
now work in laundries which
seem to be growing up in all ar-
eas of the city.

Another professional class
which has been gradually suf-
fering in business is the road-
side barbers. With the steady

rowth of the so-called hair-

ressing saloons in city areas,
some of that class can be seen
along roads and near city
bazars, serving a clientele of
modest means. The increasing
number of hair-dressing sa-
loons is an indication of the de-
cline in the number of road-side
barbers in the city.

The decline in numbers of
animal and professional cla-
sses is perhaps the inevitable
result of the progress of
urbanisation, marking a chan-
ge in some age-old scenarios of
our social life.

11np éﬁéﬁinent trial
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ointed Republican 'managers’

ave said they want to call live
witnesses, many Senate Repub-
licans said they would oppose
the move in the absence of "ex-
plosive testimony" in the
closed-door depositions,

"If it's not explosive testi-
mony, I'm going to vote against
it," ublican Senator Richard
Shelby said, adding "I'm going
to be shocked" if anything new
emerges, |

And Republicans will have
the opportunity to make a mo-
tion that would, in effect, say
the president is guilty of the
perjury and obstruction of jus-
tice charges against him but
would not carry the weight of a
verdict. |

That 'finding of fact' motion
would require a simple major-
ity. while the final verdict
would require a two-thirds ma-
jority to make Clinton the first
US president thus ousted.

ut Shelby hinted there was
Republican opposition to the
plan. And asked whether the
initiative was alive and
whether he supported it, he
~smiled and said "I think it's
alive, but I hope it's not breath-
ing very well.”

Thursday's vote came a day
after the Republicans — and a
lone Democratic defector —
crushed a Democrat-sponsored
dismissal motion by a 56-44

margin that made clear the
chances of his ouster are nearly
Zero. -

Man Senaénrs and a ma-
jority of the public support pun-
ishing Clintgn. if not %P;rﬂregmv-
ing him from office, by issuing
some type of censure motion.

Expressing the views of sorne
of his colleagues, Republican
Senator Orrin Hatch has pro-
posed that the Senate adopt a
statement that Clinton lied un-
der oath and obstructed justice
and couple it with a motion to
adjourn.

"Whether you vote for con-
viction or not, he should not be
able to claim that he was exon-
crated,” Hatch told reporters
Thursday,

Agitation plan

From Page 1

in Khulna division.

Earlier in the evening. the
programmes were discussed at a
m&etinghc-f the Seven-Party Al-
liance, held at the official resi-
dence of Begum Zia with BNP
Vice-chairman M Shamsul Is-
lam MP in the chair. It was at-
tended by Anwar Zahid, Olj
Ahad, Shafiul Alam Prodhan,
Anisur Rahman, Shaikh
Shawkat Hossain Nilu and Nu-
rul Haq Majumder.

Baghabari power plant )
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Is around 2.75 cents per unit,

In the past, PDB had offered
another company, Westmont,
liquid fuel free u? cost for the
first three months. This offer
was made as Westmont's barge-
mounted plant would be gas-
based. During the three months,
PDB intends to complete the
necessary gas pipeline set-up.

In the case of the first pri-
vate sector barge-mounted pro-
_L:ct i the country-Khulna

»~~r Company Ltd- PDB of-
fereu duty free KIEI till gas sup-
ply to that plant in 2000,

None of the country's own
barge-mounted power plants
are given this type of exemp-
tions and facilities.

Power purchase from the
barge-mounted plant in Khulna
already appears to be burdening
the nation's foreign exchange
reserve. The government  is
sustaining Tk 4 crore loss eve
month by purchasing arnun?
100 MW of power from the com-
pany. The total bill has to be
paid in dollars.

The PDB has already
favoured NEPC by relaxing the
deadline for completion of the
project. The agreement for this
100 million dollar plant was
signed in July 12, '97 and the
plant was supposed be opera-
tional in March-April last year.

NEPC could not proceed with
the project due to lack of fi-
nance, a cause which was not
PDB's concern. As per contract.
PDB was su;}posedp to “penalise
NEPC for. its failure”, the
sources said.

Usually, if the contractor

fails to set up the plant in time,
it is given two months’ extra
time with 10,000 dollars fine
per day. After that the contract
is terminated if the power de-
veloper fails to achieve the tar-
get.

"But in mid 98, PDB
second chance to NEPC by re-
signing the agreement. This
time, NEPC brought in another
company, Wartsila, as its part-
ner so that the agreement looks
fresh”, another source said.

PDB initiated barge-
mounted power schemes in late
1996 to overcome the country's
grim power supply situation in
a short time. But poor handl
by PDB, coupled with techni

ave a

and financial incapability of

the companies,
all the projects.
Another company- Smith
Cogeneration- which was heav-
ily supported by PDB by reduc-
ing its financial guarantee from
10 million dollars to 1.5 mil-
lion dollars, totally failed to
make any progress due to lack
of funds. - i oo
Well placed sources said that
all these facilities were' given
because of the political connec-

tions of agents of the compa-
nies.

In contrast, PDB had shown
rigidity in negotiations for set-
ting up of private sector 535-
based power plants including
the 360 MW Haripur power
plant, 450 MW Meghnaghat
plant and 100 MW Baghabari

lant. All these three projects

led to delay of

ave also been delayed by a year

Nnow.

.Sations active in different

trials against corrupt

S bank accounts
used for transfer
of Harkatuz
Jihad fund

By Staff Correspondent

At least five bank accounts
of different people and organi-
sations in and outside Dhaka
were used for transferring the
fund of Harkat-Uz-Jihad from
abroad, officials of the Joints
Investigation Cell (JIC) said.

Eighteen people have so far
been arrested regarding the at-
tempt on poet Shamsur Rah-
man at his Shyamoli residence
on January 18. Seventeen of the
arrested are now under a five-
day remand.

The rest, identified as
[ftikhar Haider alias Rinku, is
likely to be brought to Dhaka
from Barisal with in a couple of
days.

The remanded persons told
the JIC officials that there are
some other extremists organi-
parts
of the country under different
banners.

JIC officials were interrogat-
in% the arrested at the city's CID
office till last night. Investiga-
tors are trying to find out the
specific sources that were
fundin? the extremist organi-
sation Irom in and outside the

country.
- PM unhappy
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enormous amount of wealth
that they are powerful enough
o stop things from advancing
further”,

Urging newsmen to hammer
on this point time and again,
the prime minister said, people
should be more vocal about
trial of those plundering public
money.

Hasina, however, disagreed
to a reporter's view that the
weakness in governance was re-
sponsible for non-holding of

eople
even after two and a half years
of her rule.

She asserted that adminis-
tration became prone to corrupt
practices due to bad governance.
that the country experienced for
long 21 years till AL came to

An June 1996. “Now, they
eople in administration) are
also coming out of the legacy of
corruption and are understand-
ing it well that our government
is not of that type.”

Hasina grumbled over the
fact that criminals were getti
quick bails but said she woul
not like to comment on the
functioning of the judiciary.
“But you have to look into the
matter seriously that it takes
only two days for criminals to

et bail whereas policemen
ave to risk their life to catch

them.”

When her attention was
drawn to repeated failures from
the Attorney General's part in
defending the state in cases
against former president HM
Ershad, the prime minister
said, "I'll look into it. Law must

take its own course”.

Muslims and Christians gather in front of India's largest mosque, the Jama Masjid in
Delhi, before their march to Parliament Friday to protest against the string of violent
attacks on Christians across the country at the hands of Hindu militants. Lead by senior
clerics, the two groups totalling about 3,000 people, blasted prime minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee and home minister Lal Krishnd Advani, for exonerating militant Hindus
suspected in the series of attacks including the killing of an Australian missionary and his

two voung sons.

— AFP photo

'Legitimisation of prostitution
protects pimps, procurers'

Women rights activists from
around the world yesterday re-
solved to decriminalise women
in prostitution and pressure
their governments to exert po-
litical will to solve the socio-
economic, religious and cul-
tural problems that breed pros-
titution and “sex trafficking in
women and children”.

"Prostitution and sex traf-
ficking are not universal and
inevitable aspects of human
condition. It is a violation of a
woman's human rights and a
form of violence against
women," Aurora Javate de Dios,
president of the Coalition
Against Trafficking in Women
(CATW)], said at the concluding
ceremony of a three-day global
conference in the city.

The conference theme was
Organising Against Sexual Ex-
ploitation Regionally and
Globally,

"We are working for estab-
lishing a society free from
hunger and poverty -- specially

- a safe society for women and

children," said leader of the op-
osition in parliament and
ormer Prime Mirlister Khaleda
Zia while addressing the con-
cluding session as chief guest.

Khaleda Zia underscored the
need for a strong socio-cultural
and political movement all
over the world to eliminate
prostitution and child abuse,

The conference in a declara-
tion said, "Legitimating prosti-
tution as work only awards le-
gal protection to pimps and
procurers and provides them
with a marketing environment
conductive to the violation and
commodification of women's
bodies. It éuves them legal im-
punity and invisibilily as ex-
ploiters.

'In _countries that have le-
galised and regulated prostitu-
tion as work. even larger num-
bers of women are lured into the
sex industry from both foreign
and local markets," it said.

"The coalition notes with

By Staff Correspondent

alarm that pornography and
tralficking for prostitution, sex
tours and the mail-order bride’
rarket have become a perva-
sive phenomenon throughout
the world.

‘The organisation warns
that sex traffickers are respon-
sible for the commercial devel-
opment of pornography via the
Internet.

‘Governments should come
forward to monitor and prevent
the growing trafficking in chil-
dren for adoption ... and organ
extraction.

The last couple of decades,
prostitution and sex trafficking
have reached an alarming
magnitude the world over, the
Dhaka Declaration said.

Each year around 5,000 to
6,000 Nepali women and chil-
dren, some as young as nine are
tralficked across the border
into India: There are about

Mizan
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He said absence of princi-
ples, blind political vengeance,
obstruction in exercising fran-
chise, and overnight shift in po-
litical stand by changing sides
have created a political wilder-
ness which is a matter of con-
cern for the nation.

Without naming anybody,
Chowdhury said some dishon-
est people who joined politics
coming out of army barracks
were mainly responsible for the

olitical wilderness and
Eankruptey. blocking the way
for healthy politics.

He said such politicians of-
ten warn the Opposition of
"public wrath” which he called
"ridiculous.”

"They could not realise what
the public wrath really is, as
they were hurriedly taken to
safe custody after being ousted
from power. Law could not take
its due course against them for
different reasons.” he said.

200,000 Bangladeshi women
and girls in sex bondage in Pak-
Istari. i

"In the Philippines, we have
forced the government follow-
ing a 1998 global women's con-
ference in Dhaka to pass a bill
in Lower House to curb women
and child tratlicking,” said Ce-
cilia Holmann, a Filipino par-
tcipant.

"We hope it would also be
passed in the senate,” she said.

“In Bangladesh the govern-
ment is considering a law to
provide capital punishment for
child abuse, specially rape,"
said a Bangladeshi women
rights activist,

“We shall sit soon to decide
the venue for the next global
conference,” said Sigma Huda,
Convenor of CATW Bangladesh
chapter.

More than 300 women rights
activists from around the world
began their conference in the
capital on Wednesday in their
light to eliminate prostitution
and sexual exploitation.

CATW, which represents 50
women's organisations f{rom
the Asia-Pacific region, North
America. Latin America and
the Caribbean, was formed in
1988,

Women activists from South
Asia held a four-day conference
in Dhaka on sexual abuse and
human trafficking in June
urging governments to crack
down on offenders. That con-
ference was also organised by
the CATW.,

A total of 22 papers on vari-
ous aspects of sexual abuse,
prostitution, women and child
tralficking were presented in
the three-day conference.

CATW American chapter
donated .US $2 000 to a
Bangladeshi NGO Ulka. headed
by Momtaz Begum, a survivor of
prostitution lor rehabilitation
of prostitutes in the country.

Khaleda Zia donated a
sewing machine to the former
sex worker Momtaz Begum.

_Ofﬁces o
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tion papers. This reflects our
ever-growing popularity”, she
said. '

Asked about possible solu-
tions to the growing tension in
the political arena, the Prime
Minister regretted that BNP did
not respond positively to an
initiative taken by the Presi-
dent.

_ She observed that the Oppo-
sition programmes should
highlight social and economic
issues of national interest. This
would boost their image before
an early general elections in
2000, she added .

“There is no need for move-
ment to change government as
we have already developed a
system of handing over power
to caretaker governmeni. They

{D]]:)pusitinn] are out to save the
killers. They want to see us out
of power so that the verdict of
the Bangabandhu murder case
¢an not be executed”, she said.

n weekly holiday

Turning to the Opposition's
demand for resignation of the
Chief Election Commissioner,
Prime Minister said, “They
want a CEC so that they can
steal votes but we can't let it
happen”

Replying to a question on
alleged activities of pro-Laden
(Osama Bin Laden) “militants”
in Bangladesh, the Prime Min-
ister said, “You know about
them. They are terrorists. They
are communal forces. You
should dig out which political
parties here maintain links
with them and whether there is
any link between the ‘ongoing
opposition movement and the
lerrorists’ activities”.

She avoided a question that
many people in the count
suspect the incident of attac
on poet Shamsur Rahman by
so-called Harkat-uz-Jihad as a
hoax.

Turning to bilateral issues
with India, the Prime Minister

said West Bengal Chief Minister .

Jyoli Basu has agreed to raise
the problems regarding en-
claves before their central gov-
ernmernit.

‘I categorically told him
(Basu) that no Bangladeshi lives
in India illegally”, she told an-
other guestioner,

Asked about reported insur-
gency by some dissident Shan-
tibahinimen allegedly from in-
side Indian territory, Sheikh
Hasina said it was agreed that
the Indian government would
not allow its soil to be used for
such - activities
Bangladesh.

Prime Minister also said
that during talks with the In-
dian foreign minister in €al-
cutta, she underscored the need
for reducing Bangladesh's ad-
verse trade gap with India.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad and Minister of
State for Information Prof Abu
Sayeed were also present at the
press conference.

against

activists in Lahore

LAHORE. Jan 29: Police have
killed four members of an op-
posilion party in the eastern
city of Lahore who were ar-
rested earlier this week on al-
leged charges of terrorism, wit-
nesses and party officials said

today. reports AP.
The ethnic Muttahida Qaumi
Movement (MQM) — a former

ally of Sharif's Pakistan Mus-
lim Leagnue — said its members
were ‘executed' by police late
Thursday night in Lahore — the
capital of Punjab province,

But the police denied the
charge, saying that the MQM
members were killed by their
own party men who tried to free

Biswa Ijtema
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The whole pandal has been
divided into 21 parts for the
participants of different dis-
iricts.
The main dais has been
erected on the western side of

the Ijtema ground where
renowned I[slamic scholars
from India, Pakistan, Iran,

Iraq, Afghanistan and Arab
counlries would deliver ser-
MOnNSs.

About two hundred "Mukab-
ber dais" were erected to offer
‘Namaj' properly because Tablig
Jamaal doesn’'t believe in offer-
ing 'Namaj' with the help of mi-
crophone.

Authorities have. con-
structed a new link road and
foot-over bridge near Tongij
Bazar while Bangladesh Army
set up three bailey bridges over
the river Turag near the ljtema
site.

Sufficient toilets and medi-
cal camps have been set up to
ensure health facilities and
supply of medicines free of cost
to the devotees.

[ eather fair
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Dhaka Hide and Skin Lim-
ited. Austlralian Exotic Leathers
(Pvt) Limited and Samina Tan-
nery won the first, second and
third decoration prizes respec-
tively.

Chairman of Bangladesh
Finished Leather and Leather
Goods Exporters Association M
A Satter Bhuiyan at a press
briefing said (hat the first ever
International Leather Fair in
the country had created much
interest among the foreign local
buyers.

‘More than 300 buyers, im-
porters and agents from 19
countries including India, Pak-
Istan, USA, UK. [taly, Japan
and Germany and around
10.000 enthusiastic local people
visited the fair," he said.

them.

The four MQM members
were wanted in more than 100
cases ol terrorism. including
the killings of prominent per-
sonalities in Karachi, the police
said,

‘'The MQM workers were
killed when the police party
came under attack by gunmen
riding a car." said Shoukat
Javed, chiel of Lahore police.
"Police retaliated, but the gun-
men escaped,” he said.

But witnesses said there had
not been an encounter.

"We heard them (the MQM
members) shouting and ecrying
for help." said Shahid Ali, 32, a
witness. "They were urging peo-
ple to save their lives saying
that the police will kill them."

All said the police took the
prisoners to a dark lane and
shot them dead.

Sheikh Liaquat Hussain, a
MQM lawmaker, said his party
members were innocent and
“brutally” murdered by police.

Another held
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intelligence agencies. Further
details were not immediately
available.

The sources said the suspect
hails from Hathazari. where
one of Bangladesh's largest
madrassah is located. It had
been alleged to be the -
stronghold of the elusive group,
reportedly inspired by the suc-
Cess ol Talibans in
Afghanistan,

But he had never been a stu-
dent of the madrassah. He did
his graduation and worked at
one of the many computer
learning centres in this com-
mercial city, the sources said.

Meanwhile, the much-
talked-about Lalkhan Bazar
madrassah is opening its gates
to the admission seekers to-
morrow after the Eid vacation,
a magrassah teacher told The
Daily Star at the campus where
some students have already
started arriving.

Madrassah principal and
other members of the facully
were yel to reach the institution
that came into national lime-
light following allegation that
it had served as a campus for
training members of the
Harkatuz Jihad.

But Hedayet Hossain, a
leacher, firmly denied that the
madrassah ‘ever played host to -
any such group or people at any
time.’

‘We are going to hold a press
conference soon to reply to ca-
nards spread against us by cer-
tainn newspapers,” he told The
Daily Star on the hilltop
madrassah this alternoon.

Deadly bacteri
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three drug regimens for two
weeks to eradicate H Pylori.
These are Proton pump in-
hibitor (PPl)-based triple ther-
apy, Histamine HZ receptor an-
tagonist-based triple therapy
and Bismuth-based regimens.

Dr Mian Mashud Ahmed, a
consuliant gastroenterologist
at the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH), said the
treatment, including all medi-
cal investigations, will cost Tk
2000 only. But conventional
therapy costs as high as TK
20,000 and that too involves a
lot of risks

Endoscopic examination.
blood 1est and breath Lest are
suggested to detect presence of
the bacteria in human body,
said Prof Mahmud Hasan who
is also the pro-VC of the Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
University [BSMM‘U]I

“In our country, 12 per cent
of total population above 15
years are suffering from duode-
nal ulcer and 3.5 per cent from
gastric ulcer, which are the
highest rates in the world,” he
added. .

The infection rate in the de-
veloped countries was 80 to 90
per cent some 50 years ago. But
it declined gradually with the
improving socio-economic
condition, said Dr. Mashud
Ahmed who is a member of the

e |

H. Pylori study group.

The bacteria affects people
belonging to people who live in
unhygienic condition and over-
crowded rooms.

Presently, in Bangladesh. as
many as 80 per cent children
below five years of age and 90

er cent u¥ the adulls are in-
ected with the H. Pylori, said
Prof Mahmud Hasan,

A recent survey conducted at
DMCH and Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital revealed that
20 to 25 per cent of the patients
treated at the hospitals suffered
from GI Tract and liver-related
diseases, 7 to 8 per cent from.
heart-related diseases, 3 to 4 per
cent from kidney-related dis-
eases and 2 to 3 per cent from
neurological diseases.

Although the rate of the GI
tract- and liver-related diseases

are alarmingly high, these can-

not be properly treated due Lo
lack of facilities, Azad Khan
said. Specialised treatment of
the diseases are offered only at
BSMMU and BIRDEM hospi-
tals, he informed.

Discovered in 1982, the bac-
teria has is estimated to have
infected nearly 60 per cent of
world population. Once in-
fected, a person carries the bac-
teria throughout his or her life
unless eradicated and in most
cases it does not result in any
clinical disease.

.

ISLAMI BANK MODEL

SCHOOL AND COLLEGE
(ENGLISH MEDIUM)

ADMISSION GOING ON

e. Transport available.

Play Group to Standard III Leading to 'O'and 'A’ Level
IMPORTANT CHARACTERISTICS:
a. Due attention paid for development of individual talent.
b. Unique combination of modern and moral education.
¢. Modern training aid facilities.

d. Compulsory computer education from Std. Il

f. Compuisory co-curricular activities.
PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE (9 am - 5 pm)

ADDRESS: 6/11, BLOCK-F, LALMATIA HOUSING ESTATE,
DHAKA-1207. PHONE: 9132005. E-mait: pal@bdonline.com

Editor : Mahfuz Anam

Published by the Editor from City Publishing House Ltd., 90 Kakrail,
Dhaka-1000 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd., 52 Motijheel C.A., Dhaka-
1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: House No: 11, Road No:
3, Dhanmandi R/A, Dhaka-1205. PABX: 866772-4, Commercial: 866771,
Fax No: 88-02-863035, GPO Box No: 3257, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA.
Internet edition address: http://www.dailystarnews.com and Email

address: dstar@bangla.net



