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The colour of protest

W

Once confined within the inner courtyard, Bangladeshi women have emerged as a majar sut::iﬂ-pnliti-::al force. .Nu lung_er
afraid to speak up, their voices of protest are heard loud, even when threats from religious bigots hang heav;r in the air,
When would-be assassins attempted to murder poet Shamsur Rahman, these women joined hundreds of their fellows at

the Shaheed Minar this week to protest (also see page 10 for photo feature)

—Star Photo: Zahedul I Khan

| Dhanmandi lake in doldrums

Development on target, but no plan yet for management
By Morshed Ali Khan

The authorities are yet to
chalk out a detailed manage-
ment plan of the income gener-
ating components of the
Dhanmondi lake development
project. _

According to Dhaka Cit
corporation %DCC] sources, :aly
though the project is progress-
ing smoothly and likely to be
completed as scheduled in June
1999, there is no plan yet as to
how the entire set-up would be
managed.

There will be at least 17 in-
come generating components in
the lake area after the project is
completed. These include
swimming and health clubs,
kiosks, public toilets, souvenir
shops, skating arena, sand
pool, boat club, restaurant,
hawkers' plaza, amphitheatre
and angling club.

Local residents and officials

fear that the lack of manage-
ment planning might have an
negative impact on the entire
atmosphere of the area.

There are instances in the
city where the government allo-
cated or leased out such Jucra-
tive business installations.
which ended up in mess. In
many cases, the beneficiaries of
the allocations or leases had
"political blessings” and did
not have any prior experience
in running businesses, they say.

Other sources, involved in
implementing the scheme, said
that tie consultants Vitti Stha-
pati Brindo Ltd submitted a de-
tailed management plan at a
meeting with top officials more
than a month ago. An official
source said that a five-member
commitlee had been formed in
the meeting to scrutinise the

plan but the committee never
sal down together to work on it.

"As a matter of fact so far we
do not know how the lake and
its infrastructures would be
managed and there is no initia-
tive from the authorities,” said
OMNe Source.

Meanwhile, mayor Mo-
hammad Hanif has recently
said that all illegal encroach-
ment would be removed from
the Dhanmondi lake. At least
40 influential residents are il-
legally occupying more than
two acres of public land in the
lake area. Several earlier at-
tempts by the government to re-
cover this land failed,

At present, work on the pro-
Ject is progressing “very
smoothly” and “right on
schedule™ as the DCC has rein-
forced its monitoring wing on

the scheme, DCC sources say.
But with the encroachment,
several components of the pro-
ject are now in question. There
are areas in the lake which are
already known as ‘dead zones’
because access to these places
have been cut off by the en-
croachers.

Another source said al-
though relocation of almost all

the kitchen and sewerage
drains flowing into the lake has
been done, only two houses are
still refusing to cooperate with
the authorities. Both owners
are so influential that DCC offi-
cials cannot even approach
them. The houses nos. 48 and 50
(new) on road 13/2 [new) have
ignored several requests and
dare continuing to divert their

wastes into the lake, the source
said,

MQM favour triggers

Pak row with Britain

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's in-
formation minister Mushahid
Hussain lashed out at the
British acecusing them of double
slandards on terrorism. What
prompted his diatribe was the
decision by the British gov-
ernment to grant Altaf Hussain,
chief the Muttihida Qaumi
Movement, at present under fire
from Sharif government for
sponsoring terrorism in
province Sindh, an indefinite
stay in the UK.

Altaf Hussain has been in
the UK for the last eight years
and [rom there controls his
parly caders in Pakistan.

"There is more to the whole
issue than meets the eye and we
would take up the case with the
British government at the for-
eign office level as to why they
Eave a lerrorist asylum in their
country.’ Mushahid said in a
press conference,

However, the British High
Commission in Islamabad said
that it was wrong to suggest
that Altaf Hussain's case was
granted an exceptional treat-
mernt.

"His case has been finalised
in accordance with the White
Paper which the British gov-
ernment issued last year con-
cerning asylum and immigra-
tion to clear up a backlog of
10,000 cases, There are other
cases as well which have been
decided the same way Altaf
Hussain's case has been pro-
cessed because this was a legal
requirement, and if we had not
he could have sued the British
government” said British offi-
cials in Islamabad.

They said it was factually
incorrect to say that Altaf Hus-
sain has either been granted a
refugee status, or asylum, or
even Hritish citizenship.

“Altaf Hussain's status has
been formalised. He neither
nolds a British passport, nior is

the

By Syed Talat Hussain

a British citizen. nor a refugee
nor he has been granted asy-
lum."”

Sources said that in no wa
does the granting of an indefi-
nite stay in Britain to Altaf
Hussain preclude the possibil-
ity of his extradition to Pak-
istan.

"As far as we are concerned,
he has not committed any
crime on British soil and the
present government has not
given us any evidence or proof
of his direct invelvement in
terrorism. Nor has the present
goverament made any effort to
take up the issue of Altaf Hus-
sain's extradition to Pakistan.”
British officials said,

“If there is evidence linking
Ataf Hussain, the man with an
act of terrorism we would be
most happy to co-operate with

government of Pakistan."

Pakistani establishment of-
ficials also admit in private
that the government of Pak-
istan had advance knowledge of
the fact that Altal Hussain, the
chief of the Muttihida Qaumi
Movement. would get official
permission to stay indefinitely
in Britain.”

"We were told (by the British
government) in good time that
Altaf. Hussain's case for indef-
inite stay in Great Britain has
been finalised and it was de-
cided that we would not react to
it till a reaction was neces-
sary, government sources said,

The two relevant ministries

. the interior ministry and the

ministry of foreign affairs, be-
sides prime minister Nawaz
Sharif all were in the know of
the matter.

"We were surprised then
(when we were first told]), but
not when t¥- 5 was broken
by the MOM", souries said. They
also say that extradition of
Altal Hussain has not been a
major concern with the present

government.

“We have not taken up the
subject with the British gov-
ernment. A case of sorts was

made against Altaf Hussain un- .

der the previous government
and the possibility of a formal
extradition treaty was also
considered but nothing came
out of it,” said an official.

Important segments of the
Pakistani establishment also
give the impression that they
are not keen on getting Altaf
Hussain back for fear that the
charges . of terrorism against
him might be difficult to prove
in a court of law.

"Altaf Hussain back home
will be a problem much more
difficult than he is outside."
said one official. That is per-
haps why during the recent visit
of Sir John Kerr Permanent
Under-Secretary of State and
Head of the Diplomatic Service,
Atlaf Hussain was not even dis-
cussed.

"Our track record of fighting
terrorism speaks for itself. We
have toughened our domestic
laws and are a signatory to all
the eleven International Con-
ventions against terrorism,"
said British officials. They said
that the controversy caused by
the decision in Pakistan did
not damage the Pak-UK rela-
tions at the government level.
They admitted that Altaf Hus-
sain may now be entitled to

some sort of a travel document

enabling him to move around
freely.

Prayer Timings

January 29 J
Azan Jamaat
Fajr 5-23 D-27
| Zohr 12-45 1-15
ASr 4-00 4-15
Maghrib | 5-42 545
| Esha 7-10 7-20

Police 'probe’
shotgun show
By Staff Correspondent

Police said that they were

trying to identily both the man
and the gun that figured in a
photo caption of The Daily Star
on January 27. However, none
has been arrested or no police
personnel suspended till yes-
terday.
Po{'ice sources said that a
special team of police has
launched a probe into the re-
ported incident,

The photo showed an anti-
hartal activist durin%’lhesday's
18-haur hartal was chasing op-
ponents wielding a shot gun.

The incident occurred in the
afternoon near Purana Paltan

lice box in the presence of a
arge number of on-duty police
personnel.

Talking to The Daily Star
};esterda}r. Inspector general of

olice. AYBI Siddigi said, "We
are making every elfort to iden-
tify the man and the gun.”
Asked how a gun was
snatched from a policeman, he
replied, "We did. not lose any
gun.”
It was learnt that Ramna
thana OC Ragibul Islam and a
special Detective Branch team
headed by AC Baten have been
iven the responsibility of
nding out the errant persons
and policemen.
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All the major political par-
ties irur:lvulv.‘:lir:%1 the ruling Awami
Le e and the main opposition
BNP are now busy fighting in-
tra-party rebellion brewing up
over the ensulng municipal
elections. But, insiders said.
their efforts have not borne
much fruit until yesterday.

For the opposition parties,
who have vowed to resist the lo-
cal polls as their four demands
were not met, the battle is to
take the rebels out of the elec-
tion race. But the ruling party's
struggle is to tame the part
dissidents who have I'i]eg
nominations to fight against
their own men.

A recast Election Commis-
sion with its new chief is among
the four demands of the al-
liance of BNP, Jativa Party,
Jamaat-e-Islami and fﬂJ

In their struggle to resist the
munjcipal elections slated for
February 23-25, the opposition
Eartics enforced a countrywide

artal on Tuesday, the day for
filing nominations. It is also
planning to call hartals on the
election dates.

Defying Tuesday's hartal
and threats of punitive action, a
large number of leaders of the
agitating opposition parties
f[iled mominations to contest
the elections.

On the contrary, the AL is
facing more than one candi-
date, especially for the post of
municipal chairman, at many

Opposition parties have re-
jected outright an invitation
from the Chief Election Com-
missioner for dialogue before
the municipal elections sched-
uled for February 23-25.

A senjor Election Commis-
sion official sent out letters to
the leaders of the opposition
parties Inviting them for dis-
cussion ahead of the municipal
polls, which these parties have
vowed to boycott.

One EC source said the ob-
Jective {s to remove “the gap be-
tween the EC and the political
parties as well as to pursue
them to participate in the elec-
tions”.

Sources said the EC letter
was sent to BNP Secretary Gen-
eral Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
requesting him for a meeting
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ama tears
parties from within

By Nazmul Ashraf

places where opposition men
are absent from the race.

A total of 9511 candidates
filed nominations for the posts
of chairmman and commis-
sioner. A total of 140 out of 182
municipalities are going to
polls, At least 327 of the nomi-
nation papers were canceled af-
ter scrutiny Wednesday.

Elections are not being held
at 42 other municipalities due
to legal complications and
other reasons such as non-ex-
piry of five-year terms. Each of
the municipal councils consists
of one chairman and 12 com:
missioners including three
womer.

Of the total 9182 candidates,
658 are still in the race for 140
FI‘-}EEE of chairman while 6717
or 1333 general seats of com-
missioners and another 1807
for 441 reserved seats for
women comimissioners. The
last date for withdrawing can-
didature is February 3.

Party affiliation of all the
candidates could not be known
until yesterday but initial re-
ports received so far show that
the ruling party people are in
the election race in all the 140
municipalities. Those belong-
ing to the BNP-JP-Jamaat al-
liance constitute about 60 per
cent of the total candidates, ac-
cording to press reports.

Nevertheless, there are a
large number of candidates
from the smaller opposition

parties as well as independent
contestants.

According to the press re-
ports, the aspirants for munici-
Fal chairmanship include at
east 290 from the AL, 58 from
BNP, 36 from JP and two from
Jamaat.

AL leaders have filed for all
1333 ward commissioners.

The opposition parties do
not have candidates for all
posts at stake, but there are
some 2,000 commissioner aspi-
rants who have filed from these
parties.

In some places, there are
more than one chairman can-

didate fromm BNP and JP in one

municipality.

The opposition parties have
already taken steps to persuade
their men to withdraw. They
have also issued threats to
those who would defy.

While the opposition liaison
committees at local levels have
been told to work towards this
end, central leaders will soon
undertake visits to the munici-
pal areas.

Already, there are reports of
dissent among senior local
leaders especially MPs who are
learnt to be reluctant in the ex-
ercise.

Opposition sources now ad-
mit that chances are little for
the rebels to withdraw from the
election race because of the
“various compulsions at the lo-
cal level”,

Opps torpedo CEC talks offé

By Staff Correspondent

with the CEC on February 4. I

the date is not convenient to the

BNP leader, the meeting can
take place on any day on or be-
fore February 10, the letter said.

Similar letters. signed by EC
Additional Secretary Aziz
Ahmed Chowdhury, were also
sent Wednesday to leaders of
Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-Islami
Bangladesh and Islami Oikyo
Jote.

The EC proposal was turned
down by the central liaison
committee of the BNP-led op-
position alllance that met at 29
Minto Road with BNP vice
chairman M Shamsul Islam
MP in the chair.

After the meeting, the liai-
son commiltee members had a
brief meeting with BNP Chair-
person and Leader of the Oppo-

Elitiun In Parliament Khaleda
a,

Sources said Khaleda Zia
agreed with the decisions taken
by the liaison committee, '

Briefing newsmen, BNP
leader Anwar Zahid, who at-
tended the meeting, said the
members of the committee re-
jected the EC invitation out-
right. He said resignation of
CEC Muhammad Abu Hena is
the number one demand and
that "therefore no dialogue can
be held before his resignation”,

"Question does not arise at
all to sit with the CEC at any
stage or any circumstances,” he
said.

On municipal polls, he said
the found that a hand-
ful of the opposition leaders
have submitted nomination

Expulsion twist
in JP plot

By Staff Correspondent

After Wednesday's expulsion
drama, the Jatiya Party yester-
day again expelled two party
MPs out of 11 who joined the
parliament session on Monday
defying Chairman HM Ershad.

A press release signed by JP
office secretary Prof Humayun
Kabir Hiru said the party
chairman yesterday stripped
Tasmima Hossain (‘I'erujpur-Z]
and Gelam Farugque Ovi
(Barisal-2) of their primary
membership on charges of vio-
lating party instruction.

On Wednesday, JP faxed
three separate press releases to
newspapers. The first one ex-
pelled five MPs, the second one
withdrew the first, while the
third one claimed that JP
Chairman HM Ershad had not
taken any decision to expel the
five party MPs.

T1p1e ve MPs were Anwar
Hossain Manju, Tasmima Hos-
sain, Tajul Islam Chowdhury,
Ahsan Ahmed and Ovi.

Giving his reaction on yes-
terday's decision, Ovi shrugged
off the expulsion order.

“The decision of expulsion is
Ershad's and Ershad will have
to bear its consequences. [ am
felling relieved today as | am no
longer with a universally ac-
knowledged thief like Ershad,”
he told The Daily Star.

Boycotting of
poura polls
a farce: AL

By Staff Correspondent

Awami Leagur;: yesterday
sald Opposition's boycotting of
municipal polls is a "farce” be-
cause many opposition candi-
dates have submitted nomina-
tions pa for the elections.

A meeting of the party's Co-
ordination Committee on
Pourashava Polls, held at AL
central office in the city, also
urged people to remain alert
against the Opposition's "con-
spiracy”.

"Many of them see bright
chances of winning.
should they lose the chance?”

- asked one senior opposition

source.
~They do not mind risking
their party membership

think a victory will bring $hem
back to the party fold."
The sources said the opposi-

tionn parties are unlikely to take
any action against the rebels
belore the last date-of with-
drawal, February 3.

Meanwhile, sources said
the party is facing problems
with two or more candidates for
the same municipal seats, espe-
cially those of chairman.

“The problem has become
acute this time as all aspirants
believe their chances of win-
ning are brighter because of ab-
sence of opposition candidates.
The trend is more visible where
opposition candidates are ab-
sent,” one AL source said.

An AL sub-committee
headed by presidium member
Amir Hossain Amu met yester-
day to discuss the problem and
possible stefps.

AL chief and prime minister
Sheikh Hasina at a meeting of
the party's national executive
committee on Sunday wammed
against any intra-party bicker-
ln% over the local government
polls. She made it clear that
she would be tough with any-

body defying the party decision.

papers. "But these do not reflect
the real situation inside these
parties.” :

The liaison committee also
asked the central committees of
BNP, JP, Jamaat and 10J to
take effective measures for
withdrawing the nomination
papers submitted by their par-
tymen,

It also decided to take puni-
live measure against the per-
sons who would not withdraw.
The liaison committee also in-
structed leaders at division, dis-
trict and thana levels to per-
suade the partymen in this re-
gard.

Replging to a question, Za-
hid said the liaison committee
did not discuss the issue of join-
ing the parliament session by

the opposition parties.

Hasina preaches peace
Tagore's Viswa Bharati honours Bangladesh PM

CALCUTTA; Jan 28:
Bangladesh's Prime Minister

| Sheikh Hasina here today

called for united endeavour to
ensure peace and friendship in
the region and change the des-
tiny of the teeming millions,
reports LINB. :

"We need concerted efforts as
life has become difficult in this
competitive world,” Hasina said
in her acceptance speech at a
special convocation ceremon
for conferment of Honorary
Litt degree on her by the Viswa-
Bharati University.

The Chancellor of the uni-
versity, former Indian Premier
IK Gujral, conferred the hon-
orary degree, Deshikottoma, on
her at the ceremony.

To ameliorate the lot of the
people of the region, Hasina
said, "we are firmly committed
to make the South Asian Re-
gional Cooperation, growth
quadrangle and other bodies
more effective and stronger.”

The Prime Minister said
these who starve constitute ma-
jority population of the sub-
continent. "United effort is nec-
essary to free them from starva-
tion and the society from depri-
vation.”

Hasina said the prime pre-
condition for achieving the tar-
get is to maintain continuous
peace, harmony and friendship
among the neighbouring coun-
tries.

In this context, she men-
tioned her government's sign-
ing the historic Ganges water
sharing treaty with India. the
historic CHT peace agreement
and bringing back 64,000
Bangladeshi refugees to their
homeland.

Referring to her shuttle me-
diation between India and Pak-
istan last June when both the
countries went for nuclear tests,
Hasina saild Bangladesh can't
remain silent when regional
peace is at stake,

Referring to the free-market

;Iunnured |

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina receives the hunm_'ary
doctorate from I K Gujral at Shantiniketan

economy, she said no country

could achieve economic free-

dom independently under the
present global economic order.

She sald cooperation is
badly needed to achieve eco-
nomic freedom for the better-
ment of the mankind.

Vice-Chancellor of the Uni-
versity and Higher Education
Minister of West Bengal Dilip K
Sinha read out the citation
while Chancellor IK Gujral
formally conferred the degree
on Sheikh Hasina, The singer
%rnup then sang "Shanti

achan”.

In his address, IK Gujral wel-
comed Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, saying "Your arrival
created a new sense of love

among us. Paying rich tribute to

Bangabandhu, he said Ban'ﬁfll-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur

man liberated Bangladesh
while Rabindranath united the
two Bengals through his poems
and songs.

The hour-long ceremon
ended in a calm, cordial an
tranquil atmosphere. The girls
sang Tagore's song "Barishe
Dhara Majhe Shantir Bari."

The Prime Minister later
wernt round Rabindra Bhaban
“Uttarayan” and some areas of
Shantiniketan. Later. she left
for Churulia to visit the birth-
Blace of National Poet Kazi

azrul Islam.,



