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Information Technology

Our Prospect and Potential

by Ziaur Rahman

HE computer revolution is
I finally knocking at the
doors of our country's
bright and bold entrepreneurs.
The recently ended computer
show was emblematic of the
iant prospects for the IT
F'infﬂrmati{:-n technology)
revolution in Bangladesh. Until
very recently, computers were
instruments of awe; the prices.
were out of reach of our middle
class. Thanks to the culture of
the computer industry, the
prices of computers continue to
tumble. A good computer
system nowadays costs in the
range of 30 to 40 thousand
Taka. This drop in prices has
resulted in a keen buying spree
amongst the middle class — the
stalwarts of the economic
power base in Bangladesh.
Additiﬂnallg. the public
perception about computers is
slowly changing; we are
gradually understanding that
computers will become an
integral part of our lives sooner
or later. Computers are no
longer viewed as ‘job-displacing
instruments' of evil design. On
the contrary, computers have
alleviated their status because
the Bangladeshis now view
computers as indispensable
machines that add value, accu-
racy and efficiency to enter-
prises.

Development in various IT
related sectors have been lack-
ing in Bangladesh in spite of
IT's tremendous potential with
its f)ﬂ{.‘nl of talented and moder-
ate l}lr expensive labour force.
With the proliferation of com-
puters, television and telecom-
munication, the global market
place is experiencing amazing
growth in various computer,
video and telecommunications
driven business. Different or-
ganizations have estimated
that on average this IT industry
has been growing at the rate of
25-30% annually with no slow-
ing down in growth. Glc:rball{.
the IT revolution has happily
invaded everyone's privacy in
his or her daily life. From the
industrial West to the pacific
rim and to the rest of the world,
computers, telecommunica-
tions and motion graphics have
become on intricate part in the
educational system even at the
prim levels. Without such
technological advancement, the
world cannot move at its cur-
rent pace.

Information deliverance at

‘net fillin

quality speed and an effective
medium has become the sole
competitive advantage in the
proper functioning of any en-
terprise. Without embracing an
IT-centric outlook, all enter-
prises of the future cannot and
will not stand the tide of com-
panies and organizations with
superior IT infrastructure. The
driving force of businesses in
the 21st century is information
driven and that information
has to be received, anal and
directives disseminated at un-
precedented speed that this cen-
tury has not seen so far. How-
ever, some countries in the in-

dustrial West and the Pacific
rim are rallying for such wired
enterprises where all employees
within the organizations are
connected 24-hours enabling
seamless transfer of informa-
tion. Gone are the days of cabi-
and inter-depart-
mental file transfers. In the
new wired enterprises, paper-
less environments are being
nurtured and cultures develope

for digital data transfer, en-
cryption, electronic commerce,
global computer platforms for
information dissemination,
video conferencing, etc. Now
one can access, query and
transfer funds from one's bank
account remotely; send and re-
ceive email instantaneously
and, search websites located at
far corners of the world for in-
formation and research. The
wave of such uniquely efficient
systems of operation have been
rather slow in penetrating
Bangladesh as of yet.
Bangladesh has seen some
changes, but the majority of ad-
vancement has been the played
amongst the Asian tigers and
the industrial world.

However, with time, com-
mitment and change of vision
Bangladesh should also make
strides in the global |t arena.
Our closest neighbor, India,
through its comprehensive na-
tional plan has achieved sensa-
tional success. India within a
few short years has become the
hub of different It-centric in-
dustries. India is now proud to
produce over $3B in foreign rev-
enue, simply by exporting soft-
ware, not to mention the mil-
lion of Indians working in good
capacity in the Western world
by dint of their IT focused hu-
man resource development.
Companies such as Microsoft,
Oracle and Computer Associ-

ates have tapped into India's IT
labour force. They have estab-
lished strong positions on a In-
dian soil. Microsoft, the world's
largest and most fearsome
computer company, has clev-
erly created strategic alliances
with many of the Indian com-

nies and, has also estab-
ished its own 400-plus soft-
ware programmer base in India.
One might ask, 'How was it pos-
sible for Indians to have such a
dominant role in the computer
and software mdustry?'

The answer is a focused
strategic human resource in-
vestment over the years by the
Indian Government and the
private enterprises of India.

The Government of India
played an active and progres-
sive role in the macro design of

the human resource develop-
ment in India. While we, the
eople of B adesh, were tin-
ering with basic 'Algebra’ and
'Patigonit’, the Indians were
masterminding a strategy for
advancement in the emergin
technologies of the present an
future. I am not trying to un-
dermine the knowledge ac-
quired through orientation
with the basic sciences; how-
ever, | insist that we, the
Bangladeshis, must be abreast
of technological changes,
quickly adapt to the newness
around us, and seek positive
economic advantages from it.
Our national inertia to main-
tain a 'status quo'- must be
shrugged off from our 'national
Esyche' and a mentality to em-
race change for the betterment
of our own afflicted lot be in-
stilled in the minds of every
nationalistic Bangladeshi. The
Government more specifically,
those individuals at the helm of
our government must under-
take progressive measures to
nurture the minds of million of

Bangladeshis, who can make a'

positive impact in the develop-
ment of our country. So, let us
partner with our government
and create a better, technologi-
cally savvy and able labor
force.

With a vision to develop our
country's IT labor force, I feel
that investment must be allo-
cated in the respective areas.

1. Hardware procurement
and establishment of computer
stations at all levels of educa-
tional institutes,

2. Establishment of Gov-
ernment sponsored training

institutes for selective training
on various computer applica-
tions [it should be noled that
only those software training be
‘available where Lhere is markel
demand).

3. The Government and pri-
vate universities and institutes
must allocate more seats for
computer-related studies. More
diplomas and certificate
courses may be initiated in the
fields of:

* Computer Networking

* Multimedia Development

* Computer Based Video
Editing and Compaositir

» Computer Based
and 3D Animation

» Systems Analysis

* Database Administration

* Web Development

¢ Electronic Commerce

artoon

4. The Government should
increase the number of foreign
scholarships in the [T area.

5. Develop a tax free zone,
which can function as a minis-
cule Silicon Valley of the US.

6. Adult computer literacy
courses can be started at the
‘Thana' level.

7. The government may allo-
cate more investment [unds for
people interestied in setting up
computer related cormpanies.

8. The Government may act
as a guarantor for funds pro-
cured from private and foreign
banks for IT specific invest-
ments,

9. The Government should
take step-by-step plants com-
puterize its various depart-
ments.

10. The loan procurement

rocess may be made less rigid
or entrepreneurs in the IT area.
However, loan disbursement
should be closely monilored to
stop funds from being misap-
propriated.

11. Trade consulates at the
Bangladeshi embassies in vari-
ous countries may be furnished
with better qualified IT officers,
who may contact fnreign com-
panies and, showcase different
possibilities within
Bangladesh's IT area.

12. The Government should
sponsor syndicates of
Bangladeshi IT companies to
travel overseas and participate
in various international trade
shows.

The writer is Director,
Rivers Institute of Visual Arts

__The Indian State and Gender Justice

-

Priya Prakash writes from New Delhi

——

The four women-specific directives are: 1
livelihood; 2) that there is equal pay for

—

) that men and women equally have the right to an adequate means of
equal work for both men and women; 3) that the health and strength

of workers and rh:e _tender age of children are not abused and that necessity to enter avocation unsuited to their
age or strength, citizen are not forced by economic necessity, 4) provision of just and humane public assistance
in case of unemployment, old age, sickness and disablement and in the case of under served want.

tution enunciates the
objectives and the socio-
economic goals for which the
constitution was framed. The
solemn resolve of the founding
fathers contains two specific
objectives which have a direct
g on the status of women.

a) Justice — social, economic
and political for all.

b) Equalitly — of status and
opportunity for all.

The latter objective makes
all discrimination between cit-
lzen and citizen, interalia on
the ground of sex, illegal and
unconstitutional.

The Fundamental Rights
and the Diregtive Principles of
State Policy are considered the
backbone of our constitution,
They spell out in detail what
equality means and how justice
in all spheres, social, political,
and economic may be achieved.
An exception to the principle of
equality and non-discrimina-

THE preamble to our consti-

tion, however is the right given
to the state to make special pro-
vision for women and children:

that reflects the realism of the
founding father who recognised
that age old social practices
which institutionalised the
women's inequalities could not
be eliminated without positive
and direct interventions by the
state. It is also linked to an-
other concept spelt out in the
Preamble-dignity of the indi-
vidual which provides the un-
derpinnings for the entire polit-
ical system.

~ For the' Executive arm of the
state the most important con-
stitutional mandates are ¢} =
Directive Principles of state
policy. The four women-specific
directives are: 1) that men and
women equally have the right
to an adequate means of liveli-
hood; 2) that there is equal pay
for equal work for both men
and women; 3) that the health
and strength of workers and the
tender age of children are not
abused and that necessity to
enter avocation 1.1‘1':151.1it.f:q:{r to
their age or strength, citizen are
not forced by economic neces-
sity, 4] provision of just and
Eﬁma?e publllc- assistance in

5¢ ol unemployment, old age,
sickness and disablement gﬁd

in the case of under served
want.

The '80s were considered the
Decade of Women .thus the
golden period for Indian
womern. The Report on Status of
Women (1978-79) inspired sev-
eral legislations, settling up of
the Department of Women and
Child Development, and at In-
ternational level UNIFEM was
sel up to spir affirmative action
in order to mainstream wom-
en's development programmes.

One important recommenda-
tion was to assure at least 33 per
cent positions for women in
most of the policy-making bod-
ies legislatures and manage-
ment/executive positions for
women, and prepare them for

such role by suitable training
ete.

The Supreme Court has
made it clear that the govern-
ment policies and legislations
cannot go against the Directive
Principles of state policy, and
emphasis that it is the duty of
the state to implement as many
directives as possible. The
Equal Remuneration Act and
Its recent amendment indicates
that state policies are moving
in this direction. The Article 51
A of the constitution lays down
that it is imperative for all citi-

Zzens to renournce practices
derogatory to the dignity of
WOITIen. e 42nd Amendment

(1976); the indecent representa-
tion of women [Amendment
1984 and 1986) are some of the
affirmative actions. The peo-
ples representation Act of 1998,
while lowered the age of voters
to 18 years from earlier age of
volers as 21 years; it also con-
tained the provision of dis-
gualiﬁcat_inn namely a candi-

ates would be disqualified, in
case there is convinced on ac-
count of cruelty to women, as
defined there in, e.g. offences
under sati, dowry, harassment
to women etc. offences punish-
able_[l?g imprisonmernt and fine
etc. The amendment Act 1988
represents an ideological exten-
sion of the state's attitude to
cruelty to women by recognis-
ing that such offences should
not be treated as social and
criminal only but be regarded
as political misconduct which

would deprive a person of
his/her political rights as well.

India is perhaps the only
country where such plethora of
constitutional provisions and
legislation in favour of women
has takenwplace during the
Decade of Women but the im-
pact on the welfare and egali-
tarian environment has not

been achieved in the same pro- .

portion.

The evidence of growing in-
equalities and wvulnerabilities
of women in all sectors, eco-
nomic, social, demographic,
health, nutrition etc., is pro-
vided by social and economic
indicators. The process of de-
velopment instead of reducing
the inequalities based on caste,
class, gender, religion and eth-
nicity have at times strength-
ened some of these that appear
to be based on old, obscurantist
traditions, which are trying to
reassert detestable practices
like’ widow burning, female in-
fanticide are several cultural
recommendations that cost of
women's rights some statistics
are given below to indicate the
state of affairs.

1. Declining Sex Ratios — in

India sex ratio of women in the
1981 census has declined — 935
women per 1000 men-at the na-
tional level,
2. High illiteracy rate and
increasing gender gap in liter-
acy rates — in 1981 the female
literacy rate was 24,6 as against
49.9 for male, the female liter-
acy rate in 196 districts out of
416 were below the national av-
erage of 24.8,

3. The economic indicators
— The sectoral distribution of
workers indicate that over-
whelming number of women 83
per cent are engaged in primary
sector only 8.9 per cent in the
secondary sector and 7.5 in the
tertiary sector as against 13 and
20 per cent male the last two
sectors respectively.

4. Political empowerment —
The constitutional amendment
1973-74 have made the provi-
sion for 33/1/3 per cent seats in
the panchayat.and local bodies
to be reserved for women. Em-
powering women in the primary
sector of the government,
However, this process was to

continue through 81st amend-
ment for reservation of seats in
state legislatures and parlia-
ment sutfered a setback and in
ordinate, due to opposition
from all across the party line.

5. The personal laws — The
historical legacy of the British
Raj has left these linked with
the religious affiliation of men
and women. These personal
laws mainly govern the alloca-
tion of family property status of
women in marriage, viz, as
mairied, or single divorced, and
widows. Similarly, laws relat-
ing to adoption etc., most of
these affect the women ad-
versely and with undue dis-
crimination.

Modern women are educated:
and a number of them profes-
sional and employed at work-
places as men. Often they expe-
rience and other kind of dis-
crimination i.e. sexual ha-
rassment and the Supreme
Court in a recent judgement de-
scribed this as a violation of
three fundamental rights viz.
right to employment, right to
Frutectinn of life, and right to
ife with dignity and right to
liberty and justice. Therefore
Supreme laid down the guide
lines for the employers.

The other significant provi-
sion to be noticed is the
amendment in the peoples rep-
resentation Act as mentioned
earlier, debarring a candidate
to fight in an election to leg-
islative bodies who has been
convicted for any of the of-
fences punishable, for crimes
against women. Women have to
be alert to these rights and help
the victims that justice is done
lo them even in those cases due
to apathy of investing agency or
leniency of judicial procedures
culprits go scot free.

The most important man-
date for the non-government
social activist has to be to cre-
dle an awareness about the ba-
sic rights and respect for wom-
€ns access to a life of dignity
and specially embibe these in
the younger generation,

— Mandira

The author is a former Sec-
retary to Gout. of India.
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Life in Dhaka

Amar Economics by Sen

by a Husnain

The social trend is changing. The recent Book Fair in Dhaka, which almost

coincided with the BCS International

Computer Show, failed to divert the curious and enthusiastic crowds from computers to books.

I E Sen Factor (SF) has hit
Bangladesh [alter the

recent flooding)! Genial

and disarming Nobel Laureate
Am=rtya Sen came, saw, and
conquered the Bengalee hearts
(how he conquers the Planning
Commission and the
Bureaucrats remain to be seen).
We do not mind such
capitulation (to rejoicing), as,
on recapitulation, it turned out
that it had happened only twice
in history. .
Au revoir, Sen-da, and many
hapF}r returns of the day! So-
cially, we take leave of the
host/s by purring "Aashee!”,
which means coming (taking
leave, not going), instead of say-
ing ‘jai’ (leaving]. Sen-da, you
are coming back, because that's
what you promised. You have
left us charged into a state of
higher consciousness. It is for
us to bring ourselves down to
earth; although there is many a
slip between the cup and the lip.
What was remarkable in our
family drawing room that
_eveninﬁ was that the whole
family hugely 'enjoved’ the tele-
vision interview of Amartya
Sen broadceast by BTV. It was an
informal chat show dealing
with high and new theories of
economics at the very frontier
of formal knowledge; but all
seemed to enjoy it, inside and
oulside the studio. The secret

was that the tone of the talk was
not high flown technical jar-
gon, Simply put: development is
awareness. The rest of the exer-
cise is nuts and bolts.

[ felt jealous that amongst
the viewers in our drawin
room, there was no evidence o
female and age factors, as wife
and sister-in-law hugely en-
joyed the conversation on high
economics; and my 5-year-old
niece also listened without dis-
turbing us, as Sen-da spoke in
fluent Bangla, hardly using En-
glish words and expressions,
and avoided technical jargon,
The performance revealed a
remarkable command of the
subject and the language. When
[ talk hi-tech, my family audi-
ence desert me.

The month of December in
1998 added two more develop-
ment factors (DF) in the psyche
of the nation: the computer
show held the preceding week
drew huge crowds of families
(two lakh people attended the
show) making it a sort of social
movernent on compuler aware-
ness. The second was what we
can alfectionately term as the
prodigal's return’: Amartya Sen
brought down the economics of
the poor to the middle-class
level, as far as awareness is
concerned, The proof of the
daal-bhaat lies in the eating.

Economics theories are a dry

subject (unlike a PC demo of a
game) which take generations
to prove (there are too man

variable and human fac:turs})f

followed by eclipses of doubts
and ambiguity, as this decade is
observing, which gerhaps re-
sulted in the award of this No-
bel prize. The civilisation said
good-bye to the Soviet t of
socialism after 70 years of ap-
plication, now the economics of
the poor is under the micro-
scope, compared to the current
application of the economics of
the rich and affluent, which
calls for a slimming course on

the part pf corpulent 'Miss
West'. The reported successes in
the field applications of

Grameen Bank type of micro-
credit schemes are hugging the
headlines. Now at least
Bangladesh is not deprived of
ideas.

[t might be mere coinci-
dence, but what is common be-
tween Sen's articulations and
GB experiments have to be eval-
uated by the experts, remember-
ing that two Bengali minds used

Bangladesh as the field models

in many areas of their theoreti-
cal studies and field applica-
tions.

Amartya Sen's findings may
provide a fill-in to make Eco-
‘nomics a popular subject in the
third world campuses, as the TV
interview indicated that this

obtuse discipline, toying with
Lthe fate of billions of lives at
the marginal levels could be
brought down to the popular
level of awareness.

The social trend is changing.
The recent Book Fair in Dhaka,
which almost coincided with
the BCS International Com-
puter Show, failed to divert the
curious and enthusiastic
crowds from computers to
books. Computers have two
added advantages, the AV fac-
tor, that is the presence of audio
and video, compared to the
books, which is confined to the
print medium only. There is
another advantage, the same
cnmiputer could be used by all
the tamily members, regardless
of age and academic level: that
is, the field is bigger and more
varied. |

Globally. the impact of eco-
nomic theories will never be the
same again, as the human fac-
tor (HF) has been brought in,
This HF factor is considered a
nuisance in the labs and in
R&D. Mathematics is a popular
tool, because the mathematical
terms and treatment are pure
and precise; but might falter in
the field, as the HF becomeés the
bug. Bangladesh can take ofl
sweetly once this HF bug could
be contained. The challenpge is
there, but it has been identified.

Upholding Education: Let's Rise
over Differences

by Md Abdus Salam

The nation must evolve a consensus to make education sector free from politics, foul politics, foul games,
conspiracies and party-tailism without losing any further time. The place of cultivation of culture, intellect
and schm'arsh_:g should be kept beyond and above any out side unholy touch and contamination.

HE nation is deeply con- -

I cerned over the

deteriorating state of
education, The sliding down of
educational standard inkles at
ruination of it. Quite reason-
ably the academics, intellectu-
als, leaders, teachers and
guardians — all are worried
about the grim situation. It
preludes that dark and gloomy
days are gradually encompass-
ing the nation squeezing it
gradually into a crippled one.
Congenial atmosphere is absent
1 mstitutions and campuses,
Nasty politicisation of the stu-
dent community is having its
telling effect. Parocial interest
and power-mongering are
leading a promising nation to a

- valley of destruction.
These are the scenarios of -

our holy academic arenas
which depicts how far vested in-
terest groups can be heinous
and selfish for gheir mundane
gain at the cost of the cream of
society.

During the preceding decades
the usurpation of power by
some undemocratic forces en-
gineered situations for penetra-
tion of decadence in our educa-
tion. Young students were
tempted with pelf and power
and were replete with arms and
money just to serve the 'mas-
ters’ and they were calculatively
derailed from the path of intel-
lectual attainments to a path of
terrestrial affluence. Giants got
over the serene world. These
day by day corrosion and de-
composition shattered down
the sacred realm with threats of

perpetual crush of values and
thinkings,

~ As education is the backbone
of a nation. its strength and

ower are highly indispensable
or building up of a nation
strong at head and heart. With-
oul sound education a nation is
bound to become spineless,
weak and inefficient. Our edu.
cational domain has been pol-
luted and dwindled by some ir-
responsible and unscrupulous
political leaders who appeared
as occupants in the name of
democrats and acted as dicta-
tors in the plea of patriots.
Their deceits made the nation
confused. They very shrewdly
sneaked into the academic
arena conquering intellectual
world for using (misusing) it at
their will. The vanquished res-
idents of this world are now ail-
ing and need desperate treat-
ment for cure,

The backdrops of this situa-
tioir speaks of nasty vitiation
and sinister approach. The holy
citadels were grabbed and en-
venomed. The luckless inmates
became victims of inroads of
violence. terrorism and anar-
chy. Chaos and confusion were
bred and nurtured, The wistful
learners and the scholar teach-
ers became 'prey’ to this grave
situation. Now it seems we are
almost undone.

Over the period reckless in-
discipline and corruption
thrived rampantly. Manage-
ments, guardians and teachers
became involved in those un-
warranted activities. Even
guardians and teachers sup-

plied books and papers for
copying in the examination
halls. The situation became so
much pervasive that almost all
sailed in the same boat for
making money and getting
their 'wards' passed easﬁy. Lo-
cal musclemanship backed by
and in connivance with politi-
cal power took up the rein. The
inexorable result of such van-
dalism was a bigger destruction
in morale of the nation and in
the standard of education. The
board/varsity personnel were
also entangled in the foul game.
Prevalent government rules
and regulations were hardly
followed. Whims and caprices
worked where reasons and ar-
guments had to yield. There
were few to ask 'whys' and give
replies’. Teachers got benefits
and salaries from government
exchequer but they were not
found as dutiful, and careful
about their responsibilities.
They were more prone to pri-
vate tuition causing negligence
to classrooms. There were few
to care for development of
merit. Even through most stu-
dents got plucked in board ex-
aminations, still the supposed
to be responsible teachers and
the management were not ques-
tioned and brought to book. Be-
cause of politicisation of vast
magnitude for the sake of stay-
Ing on in power, those horrible
and punishable matters were
not taken into account in the
proceedings of the government.
However, immediately after
taking over the present educa-
tion minister apparently hit

the places of corruptions,
rocked the rendezvous of irregu-
larities and carelessness.
Through high-powered investi-
gation teams, he was found to
unearthed dens and devils of
indiscipline. Some var-
sity/board /college executives
were found manipulalors, or-
ganisers and abettors of many
corruptions and negligences. He
suspended salaries to the insti-
tutions producing no success in
public examns. The vast major-
it%v of teachers were taken
aback with fear. Though they
tried to foil his mission with
united strength. but at last
compromised on terms of guar-
antee to specified level of suc-
cess and marks in every subject.
Such steps, naturally, earned
laurels from all quarters. But it
is yet to yield envisaged results.

The nation must evolve a
consensus to make education
sector free from politics, foul
politics, foul games, conspira-
cies and party-tailism without
losing any further time. The
place of cultivation of culture,
intellect and scholarship
should be kept beyond and
above any out side unholy touch
and contamination. Because
where brains are created and
reared up, there it should be al-
ways an atmosphere of peace
and tranquillity. If this nerve-
centre of the nation's thinking,
creativity and human resource
building is spoiled, everythin
will be lost. Lets rise over dit-
ferences with patriotic spirit,

The writer is ex-principal,
Jessore City College.

OST of Canada's
aboriginal languages
will die out in the next

cenlury unless indigenous
communities work harder to
protect them, a newly-released
study shows.

In 1996, only 20 per cent of
Canada’'s aboriginal children
under five years of age had an
indigenous mother tongue, ac-

cording to the study, conducted

by the Canadian government
using census data. The vast
majority of aboriginal people
now learn English as their ﬂ[ist
language, the study says.

The study shows that only

300,000 of Canada's 1.5 million

aboriginal people routinely
speak an indigenous language.
The trend toward linguistic as-
similation has intensified in
Lthe last half of this century as
indigenous people leave iso-
lated, impovershed and bleak
reserves to live in cities.

It is mainly in remote parts
ol Canada, where there are few
radio and television stations,
that indigenous languages have
survived. With more sophisti-
cated communications systems,
such as inexpensive satellite re-
ceivers, being set up in isolated
communities, the last barriers
lo the spread of English are be-"
ing broken down, the study
says.

"Language is one of the main
tools of handing down a world
view and a culture from one
generation to another,” says

Danger of Dying

Hazwell Kanjaye writes from Ottawa

Marie-Francoise Guedon. a
cultural anthropologist at the
University of Ottawa.

"There’s no hope that these
societies can maintain their
oral histories and their tradi-
tions if their languages become
extinct," she says. "They're
more than just a way of speak-
ing. They contain all of the cul-
tural nuances that make one
group of people different from
another."

A lew indigenous languages
have thrived in isolated north-
ern and eastern parts of Quebec,
where the few non-indigenous
seltlers speak French. Quebec's
French is believed to act as a
sort of buffer between indige-
nous people and the predomi-
nant English-speaking culture
of North America.

One of these surviving lan-
guages is Attikamek. Spoken by
only 4,000 people, it is being
passed on to a new generation
who are rarely exposed to North
American culture. Fully 97 per
cent of people who learned At-
tikamek as children continue
to use it at home. The average
age of Attikamek-speakers is
21.5 years, proof that the lan-
guage is used by Attikamek
children.

The main indigenous lan-
guage of remote tundra regions
of north-eastern Quebec is also
in excellent health. Variously

called Montagnais, Naskapi

and Innu, it is spoken by more
than 9,000 people in Quebec and
Labrador. As with Attikamek,
more than 90 percent of
mother-tongue speakers still
use it in their homes.

The Haida of the Pacific
Northwest, by contrast, face the
loss of their language within
the next few decades if the
trends in their homeland of the
Queen Charlotte Islands con-
tinue. The average age of Haida
speakers is almost 65.

And, says the study, there
are now fewer than 20 speakers
of Abenaki, the language of a
people who lived in the Ap-
gglachian Mountains along the

rder between Quebec and New
England.

The largest aboriginal lan-
guage, in Canada is Cree, which
is the mother tongue of more
than 87,500 people. Of those, 72
per cent (about 63,000) Continue
to use it at home. Across the
country, the total number of
Cree speakers appears to have
grown by more than 10,000
since the 1991 census.

In Quebec, nearly 11,000
people have Cree as a mother
tongue. The rate at which they
continue to speak it is signifi-
cantly higher than the rate in
some other provinces, where
Cree has been eroded by En-
glish.

Cree is spoken b
living in the Hudson

peup;le
ay Low-

T

lands, one of the most isolated
places on Earth. Few roads link
the region to the rest of Canada,
and ecommunities subsist
mainly by hunting and fishing.

The Cree have their own al-

_phabet, newspapers, radio sta-

tions, and a government infras-
tructure partly financed from a
large cash settlement for land -
purchased by the Quebec gov-
ernment in the 1970s for a
massive hydro-electric project.
Aboriginal groups point to
the Crees as proof that indige-
nous languages can survive il
communities have the finan-
cial base to develop their own

media and school system. They

also look to the experiences of

speakers of Inuktitut, the sec-
ond largest of all aboriginal
tongues in Canada and the lan-
Euage of the Innuit, formerly
nowtn as Eskimos.

In the western regions of the
Arctic, fewer than half of the
people who learmned Inuktitut as

- children still speak it at home.

But in the eastern Arctic and
especially northern Quebec, the
retention rate is well over 80
per cent. ;
Inuktituk community lead-
ers in the Eastern Arctic have
virtual political sovereignty,
with their own courts and a new
legislature for their territory of
Nunavut. Inuktitut radio and
television stations broadcast
into remote Innuit communi-
ties, and the language is used in
the region's schools. — IPS/APB
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