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Abdication to
Gun-runners

There are two aspects to the gun-toting man's
charging ima%c caught in a Daily Star front-page
phﬂtcégraph of Topkhana Road scene during hartal
Tuesday. The single snapshot pointed to a mind-
boggling new down-slide in the profile of lawless-
ness: not just law but enforcement of law seemed
taken into one's own hand, thanks to (a) an unbri-
dled sense of immunity felt from 'favourable' con-
nections, and (b) abdication of the special crisis-
time street authority of the police to whoever dares
testing it nﬁenl}’ and wantonly.

That's what the desperado in the picture exactly
did on the apparent strength of being an anti-har-
tal activist fighting the ruling party's cause given a
somewhat publicised legitimacy by local chief-
tains swearing to 'declare certain areas hartal-
free’. Suspected to be a local AL MP loyalist, he
brazenly felt unafraid of the public exposure in the
street.

But what is terribly more upsetting is the fact
that he could so-easily seize the weapon from an
on-duty policeman and brandish it openly in full
public view without any trace whatsoever of any
uniformed personnel even attempting to retrieve
the lost gun from the lone man or overpower and
arrest himn. The extrication of weapon from a law-
man is the hei%ht of police callousness. Further-
more, how could a police contingent which must
have been on hand be a mute spectator given its
call of assigned duty and still they can hope to keep
above criticism that they turned their tail and
ducked for playing it safe when the ehips were
down.

We are hardly interested in 'cracking the code’
about what the hartal or anti-hartal strategies
were and how these might have vibrated locally,
out suffice it to say that it's time the authorities
have a stern impervious control of the streets dur-
ing hartals. The policing failure at such times can
prove disastrous.

Recently hartals are getting increasingly
marked by processions for and against them, so
that instead of any persuasive undertoning of the

atmosphere, there is a considerable heating up of
the same as days wear on. Major political parties
for their own sakes as well as for the country's need
to put a brake on such tendencies towards staging
slanging matches that evidently push things to di-
rer straits.

Reduce Newspaper
Holidays

It is a genuine feeling of frustration that Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has expressed over com-
plet€ newspaper shutdown during the Eid holidays.
In fact, the confusion created by
nouncement of moon sighting further added to the
problem this year and we had to go without news-
papers for four days. We appreciate the concern of
the Prime Minister whose suggestion for shorter
holidays and thinner editions, if necessary, during
these festivals, are well-taken. The workers in this
industry produce 350 regular issues of different
sizes in a year. In addition, a number of special is-
sues on various subjects are also produced every
year. The job is demanding and at the same time
exciting and creative. So who will not like to have

a lnncFl_sh holiday and give time to his family and
friends? But this is essentially a public service sec-
tor designed for the buyers who are also-the readers
and constitute the most important part of the op-
eration. Hence the interest of these sections of peo-
ple has to be served without interruption.

In pre-liberation days newspapers used to re-
main closed for the Eid day only. In Pakistan
today, it is still the practice. The beauty in those
days were that the publications had their own
agents for the Dhaka city and they competed with
each other. These agents had their own pool of
hawkers' for distribution of the newspapers, so
there was no problem in the publication and
distribution of newspapers during the festivals.
The scene has changed drastically. Today the
distribution system of all newspapers in Dhaka
city is concentrated in the hawkers' cooperative
society. All hawkers have to be members of the
society in order to sell newspapers and periodicals.
Most of the members of the cooperatives come
from far-flung areas of Bangladesh and on the Eid
holidays they go home to spend time with their
families. So the city remains without hawkers.

But the PM is very right when she observes that
possibly nowhere in the world people go without
paper for three consecutive days. It is time, there-
fore, for some arrangement to be struck between
newspaper managements and representatives of
the hawkers' unions to discuss ways to reduce
holidays, and make special arrangements to
publish newspapers on Eid and other holidays. The
leaders of the industry must take a lead in this

matter.
Oops, a Mistake!

Think about it — president of India is missing.
That's what the Bangalore station of the state-run
television Doordarshan reported in their regular
Monday programme on missing persons. No, he
was not kidnapped by any extremist or separatist
group; nor was he out on an errand. In fact, on er-
rand was, unfortunately, the station’s sense of re-
sponsibility and on display was irresponsibility of
the highest order. While the photograph of Presi-
dent K R Narayanan was being aired with the ap-
peal for information as to his wﬁereabnuts, no-
body at the station cared to look for the president
at the Rashtrapati Bhaban in New Delhi. The sta-
tion must be facing the music for the mistake, They
should be, indeed.

Such mistakes tell on credibility of the media.
People start losing faith in their authenticity and,
tage, they may not just-care about the news
and views they disseminate. On a less humdurous
plane, during last year's floods, the BBC predicted
that a few million people could die in famine as
logical consequence of the loss of crops in the pro-
longed and pervasive floods. They back-tracked,
however, a couple of days later. The damage was al-
ready done. The cynics clamoured about another
blow to media's credibility.
._The Doordarshan slip should be a lesson for
our” state-run media on what should not be done.
Many, however, fear it might generate a negative

inspiration — well, if “th : "
Let'g sy €y can, what if we do. ‘
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Holy Eid-ul-Fitr: Confusion through Indecision

OLY Eid-ul-Fitr was per-
anrmed generally all

throughout Bangladesh
in-'a befitting manner on the
19 instant. The date of hold-
ing this festivity, which takes
place after month-long fasting
in holy Ramadan is cognisant
upon the sighting of the Shawal
moon. This renders an element
of uncertainty and raises cu-
riosity among people, specially
children, who make it a cere-
monious occasion trying to see
the rising crescent by their own
eyes. Sighting of the new moon
is heralded in a scene marked
by loud and joyous sound and
fury. The welcome news would
spread all over the locality, re-
gion and even the country
within minutes. Many families
would then go out to market to
complete their last bit of shop-
ping in a festive mood.

The usual scene as described
above witnessed a marked devi-
ation on the eve of the Eid-ul-
Fitr that we celebrated recently,
On this occasion, many people
went out just before dusk with
the hope of sighting the .cher-
ished moon. But they were dis-
appointed. None in the capital
saw by their own eyes the moon
rising over the horizon in the
sky. In view of the new moon's
low elevation, the moon could
be seen by naked eves, if at all,
only brielly for some minutes
and certainly not for hours. If
the sky was cloudy or misty,
none would expect to sight the
moorl. We recall that in our
young days, people were even
made to fly in aircrafl to sight
the moor in a clear sky. But
almost in all cases, the sighting
or otherwise of the moon. even
from the remotest part of the
country, used to be collated on
an urgent basis and broadcast

IKE politics, our elite too is
getting criminalised.

Delhi's BMW hit-and-run
episode is a revolting sign of
this. Criminality pervades
every bit of it: driving without
licence; overspeeding (at 140
kmph); manslaughter of six;
hiding and destroying
material evidence: obstructing
the police....

The Rs., 70-lakh car was
evern not registered in India — to
evade import duty. Non-regis-
tration too is a criminal of-
fence. And it is of course pure
coincidence that the prime ac-
cused is the prandson of for-
mer navy chieft S.M. Nanda.
who embraced the noble pro-
fession of selling arms, It takes
more than hubris to do what
Sanjeev Nanda, Manik Kapoor
and Sidharth Gupta did. You
don't ram Into a police picket,
killing three, then hit four
more individuals, and still try
to cover up your crime — urnless
you feel you will get away. You
need to have monumental cal-
lousness towards the non-BMW
class.

The BMW episode is a class

The time difference between Saudi Arabia and Bangladesh in astronomical terms, considering the
longitude, is only three hours. In that case, if Eid is celebrated in Saudi Arabia on a particular
day, Eid needs to be celebrated in Bangladesh only three hours later on the same day or, at best,
within 24 hours on the next day. Under no circumstances, it can be observed more than 24 hours

later or two days after Eid in Saudi Arabia.

maximum within an hour or so
after dusk.

In Bangladesh, no news
came from anywhere of the
country that the Shawal moon’
had been sighted. The national
moon sighting committee,
headed by the Hon'ble State
Minister for Religious Affairs,
was in session from dusk but
got no news from any quarters
in favour of sighting of the
moorn. As a resull, government
controlled radio and television
broadcast at 8 P.M. that none
had sighted the moon. The elec-
tronic media even gave out the
timings of Sehri and Iftar for
the following day. People had
already gone to offer their
"tarabi” prayers. Many even re-
tired for the night.

Lo and behold, the 10 O'-
Clock radio and television news
started with the newscaster
greeting the viewers with the
address * Eid Mubarak.” People
were stunned, bewildered and
later amused. They had earlier
heard the news that the moon
had not been sighted and. as
such. people were advised Lo fast
for another day to complete 30
days of Ramadan. They won-
dered how it was possible for.
anyone to accomplish the ex-
traordinary feat of watching
the moon in naked eyes after 8
O'Clock at night, unless one had
been equipped with parabolic
infra-red telescopic eyes to pro-
ject through a dark and distant
sky. Any way. if someone was
able to sight the moon before 8

O'Clock, no matter how far and
whatever God forsaken place it
might have been, in this age of
advanced communication facil-
ities, the news would have been
received by the moon sighting
committee immediately. The
local authorities and Deputy
Commissioners of districts, as
per instruction and normal
- practice, would have informed
Dhaka immediately after
someone sighted the moon in
their region. Butl this did nol

o e

to markets for their Jast bit of
Shf}gf)jﬂg. Most of them were
visibly annoyed. Cynics were
highly amused. The whole
episode demonstrated total
[ailure of the State Minister
and his committee in discharg-
ing their duties diligenlly and
on time on such an important
issue.

In the absence of & plausible
clarification. one has to sur-
mise as lo what had actually

appened. I the Honble Minis-

| Currents and Crosscurrents

by M M Rezaul Karim

happen.
Thenr came the decision of

the lamous commitlee in the 10
O'Clock news that the Eid would
be held the next day. A local
[mam in Dhaka was stated to
have sighted the moon. It took 4
hours for this news to travel
from one place to another
within Dhaka city and for the
Committee to verify it. The sit-
uation appeared incredible, lent
doubt in the minds of the people
many of whom, specially in dis-
tant parts of the country, held
Eid on a different day. accord-
ing to the earlier announce-
ment. FPeople were perplexed,
confused and grossly divided.
Many of them reluctantly went

BMW Hit-and-Run Ca_se

ter did not tind any news by 8
P.M. aboul any reliable person
having sighted the moon, he
should have stuck to his deci-
sion that Eid would not be held
on the following day. A dubious
information supplied by some-
one at a much later stage was
suspect and should not have
been taken cognisance of by the
Committee. Specially so, when
an Imam, being well aware of
the high significance of the is-
sue, would have immediately
informed the Committee. But,
apparently he did not do so.
Why? Again, how the vast mul-
titude of Dhaka dwellers, except
the lmam, failed to have a
glimpse of the fleeting crescent?

Some people also go so far as
to stretch their imagination by
correlating sequence of events
in that fatelul evening, AL 8
P.M.. they
TV 1hat the moon was not
sighted. At 8:30 P.M., they
heard Hon'ble Priine Minister's
speech ending with the greet-
ings of Eid Mubarak. Shortl
thereafter and at 10 O'Cloc
television news came the an-

nouncement that the Eid would

be held the next day. This se-
quence of events makes one
wonder whether a revision of
the decision of the Religious Af-
fairs authority was prompted
by the indomitable urge to vin-
dicate the Prime Minister, un-
der all circumstances!
Notwithstanding the present
case, one does have to think se-
riously about the anomaly, un-
certainty and consequent in-
convenience for all due to the
absence of pre-determined date
of Eid-ul-Fitr. One is made to
believe that according to the
holy scripture, the Eiﬁ should
be held only after one person
has physically sighted the
moon in naked eye and that has
to be corroborated by witnesses.
n thec})ast. this requirement
resulted in holding Eid congre-
gration on different days in the
same countiry. The incidence
has since been reduced consid-
erably, though it does happen
from time to time. Even in some
remote areas of Bangladesh,

this happens due to lack of
communication facilities.

Lheard [rom radio and.

In the present age of ad-
vanced scientific accomplish-
ments, it is incredible to as-
sume thal the exact date and
time of rising of a new moon in
different parts of the globe
could not be ascertained well in
advance. It is, indeed, possible.
However, if one concedes to the
argument that one must adhere
to the dictates of the scripture,
then one simple and obvious
way of solving this perennially
vexed problem is to follow the
decision and practice of Saudi
Arabia, the abode of holy
Kaaba.. The time difference be-
tween that country and
Bangladesh in astronomical
terms, considering the longi-
tude, is only 3 hours. In that
case, if Eid is celebrated in
Saudi Arabia on a particular
day, Eid needs to be celebrated
in Bangladesh only 3 hours
later on the same day or, at best,
within 24 hours on the next
day. Under no circumstances, it
can be observed more than 24
hours later or 2 days after Eid
in Saudi Arabia.

As for conformity to scrip-
tures, if someone in Saudi Ara-
bia has sighted the moon and it
18 corroborated by the authori-
ties there, it should be tanta-
mount to have been seen by the
entire [slamic Ummah. In the
olden days, news could not
trave] fast and that is why the
practice of sightin% moon lo-
cally was in vogue, for reasons
of expediency. It should. there-
fore, be logical, easy and ac-
ceplable to all to celebrate Eid-
ul-Fitr in Bangladesh on the
day fnl]uwinig it is cbserved in
the holiest of holy lands, unless
some one here has sighted the
moon earlier. This would end
all indecision, confusion and
uncertainty,

Criminalisation of Our Elite

Praful Bidwai writes from New Delhi

The message that is going out from the high offices of India is that thugs won't be punished if they
are powerful. If this state of affairs continues, Indian cities will go the way of Chicago of the
1920s, Lagos of the 1980s or Karachi of the 1990s.

crime. In Delhi, 93 per cent of
all heinous crimes in 1998 were
committed by young novices.
many fromm affluent back-
grounds. The paltern is repeated
in other cities: men between 16
and 30 account for two-thirds of
rapes, robberies and kidnap-
pings in India. The most exclu-
sive schools in our
metropolises have become
among the most violent.
Carrying a gun ("hot lead" in
slang) has become the ultimate
status symbol and [ashion ac-
cessory for super- affluent
youth — like Cartier watches,
cocaine or five-star discos.
Today's typical young criminal
is nol a school dropout, or a
frustrated man who picks
pockets. He is more likely
someone who speaks English,
likes fancy cars, and uses a
Jjacuzzi. He is infinitely far
more purposive and profes-

sional than the petty (hiel.
Economic oflcnces are on

the rise. In Delly — our most
violent and aggressive
metropolis — 2,420 such of-

fences were registered last
year, 2.5 times more than in
1995. Delhi has rich kids who
rob lakhs of rupees from their
own homes. Many factors ex-
plain the elite's criminalisa-
tion. First, consumerism and
ostentatious lifestyles.
Consumerism has grown by
leaps and bounds in the 1990s
with higher executive incomes
and freer imports of luxu

goods. and greater availability
of status symbols such as
branded garments and posh
cars. Mumnbai and Delhi's posh
shopping malls crawl with
youth for whom buying a pair
of sunglasses for Rs. 5,000
comes as naturally as having a
glass of water. Our youth's con-

science is becoming devoid of
any notion of social responsi-
bility.

The entire upper middle
class i1s inculcating an oppor-
tunist, instrumentalist
morality among children. So
exclusive has access to higher
education become, that scoring
high marks by whatever means
is accepled. For a whole gen-
eration, education has less to
do with understanding the
world than with scoring marks,
A "good” pupil would rather
skip whole portions ol the cur-
riculum to concentrate on her
'strong” subject, to score well.
Our education is last losing its
ethical and human content.
Under the influence of com-
munalism, il no longer in-
culcates universalist-liberal
values of responsible citizen-
ship. Two other phenomena
are central to the elite's crimi-

address.
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Unfair

Sir, We are always not ap-
ropriate to blame opposition
or the present impasse. Be-
cause AL government is not

showing any tolerance to the

opposition.

Do you think BNP, JP and
Jamat all complaining false
about this Election Commis-
sion? 1 personally do not
think so. Recent court verdict
in Narayngang election proves
that election was not free un-
der the EC.

What is the problem of the
government to negotiate with
the opposition? Here the gov-
emment is not listening to the
opposition complain and try-
ing to flex its muscle through
provocative statements.

Md Shams

USA

Heal the hartal
wound

Sir, In order to corner
Sheikh Hasina's government
and to meet their 4:point de-
mand the newly-formed BNP
led by four-party alliance de-
clared hartal on 26th January,
‘99, as a part of their anti-gov-
ermment agitation. On the con-
trary, a rumour was being aired
that the countrymen would
have to face an ensuing series of
hartal called by the same party
lo go to power which appeals us

very much. No doubt,
Bangladeshi type of hartal is no
less mighter than any civil war.

Do not our political parties
(ruling and the opposition) re-
alise what hartal is doing to our
country? If they do, then why
do they damage our industries,
trade and commerce, set our
valuable vehicles on fire, get
our educational institutions
closed, make our day labourers
suffer by calling hartal. al-
though we, the peace-loving
people are (as they chant slo-
gan|] their source of power, Then
why will this power be weak-
ened by hartal?

* Shuaib Ahmed

132/Ka, East Raja Bajar
Farmgate, Dhaka-1215.

Licence to Live

Sir, With the revelation of
more behind-the-scene facts
about the killing of Sohel

‘have

Chowdhury, we are now fully
convinced that the criminals
activities in the city are being
commilted with direct or indi-
rect blessing and patronage
from the law enlorcing agen-
cies. Not only that, the leader-
ship of such activities come
from few rich godfathers, who
accumulated wealth
through illegal way. Both the
parties are, in fact, holding the
innocent citizens under duress
and forcing everybody to lead
an insecure life,

The present law and order
situation of the country will not
improve unless these undesir-
ables are kept under check and
gradually completely elimi-
nated from the society, Short of
this, the peaceloving tax-payers
cannot expect due protection
and help from the state author-
ity to secure their life and prop-
erty.

Kabir Chowdhury
House no 43, Road no 7
Dhanmondi R/A,
Dhaka

I'm dreaming!
Nah!!

Sir, We are the happiesl peo-

le in this world. Eaﬁgtadems
ree of all sorts of problems.
There are no natural calami-
ties. The law and order situa-
tion is very good. There are no
crime, terrorism, extortion as
well as bribery and corruption.,
People can move freely without
any fear. Campus is free of ter-
rorism. Exams are held in time.
No disturbances in exam halls.
No mass copying. No admission
problems in schools. We are free
of diseases, epidemics, malnu-
trition,

We breathe fresh air every-
day, as the air is free of pollu-
tion. Water is also free of ar-
senic. There are also no traffic
Jams, leoad-shedding and
mosquito menace., T&T, Tilas
Gas, WASA and City Corpora-
tions are duin% fine jobs. No

overty as well as scarcity of
ood, and there are bumper
Crops every year.

The word unemployment is
unknown to us. Standard of liv-
Ing is quite high. Economic
condition is very good. So you
see how fortunate we arel! Is it
really so? In reality its just the
opposite,

e are the most unfortunate,
helpless, wretched people on
earth because of the politicians.

To them (politicians) elec-

tion as well as power is the only
problem. 1 must win it at any
cost. [ can't lose. Why should 1?
The election is free and fair if 1
win. I 1 lose then it's due to vote
rigging, sublime rigging, evil
forces [(ghosts) influence the
election results. The scared (?)
duty and responsibility of our
politicians of both ruling and
opposition parties is to grab
power and to remain in power
by hook or crook. To them the
only aim is power,

The country and the people
may go to hell, but they want
Eower at any cost and that's the

ottom line.

Igbal Ahmed
Dhaka-1000.

"Bacterial Disease"

Sir, We are delighted after
getting a very important infor-
mation about the deadly bacte-
ria under the caption "the
deadly bacteria" in the DS of
9.1.99. A major part of the resi-
dential students and many
more common people in our
country are suffering from pep-
tic ulcer, stomach cancer and
ma’rl}g other intestinal diseases.

e report unveiled that He-
licobacter Pylori, a deadly bac-
teriz, is responsible for all
these heaith hazards. We are re-
ally terrified at their prolonged
dangerous effects. We are, how-
ever, solaced at the disclosure
that the above mentioned bac-
teria can be eradicated within
two weeks only by three drugs.

We need more information
about the symptoms of the dis-
eases infected with Pylori, the
way the patients can get easy
access to the treatment and the
persons whom they need to con-
sult.

Hence, | fervently request

- you and authorities concerned

to circulate full information.

Mohammad Eunus
JLT,

Wake up,
politicians

Sir, The attack on the poet
shows how short some coterie
has become of agenda issues. As
if the country has turned into
an [insane) asvlum. Assault,
brutality and death seems to
pervade the nation.

We read and listen from the
distant shores and wonder how
everybody survives this plague
of insanity that has gripped the
society, Life has become so tri-
fling.

Boy dies in Shiddheswari,
Hasina comforts the parents,
pledges justice but doesn't com-
plete the investigation. The poet
is assaulted, Begum Zia doesn't
utter a word, she is buﬁr parlay-
ing with Ershad. An offender at
the University once again

strikes on students, yet he has a
‘sympathisers forum'.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's
soul must be cringing in pain to
see his current Sonar Bangla.,
Zia must be in pain to see the
jesters that represent his name.
Have the politicians all gone
sick?

Wake up, and see what's go-
ing on around the world.

Hawk Eye
USA

“What NATO really
tells..”

Sir, Dr Fakhruddin's article
‘What NATO really tells Slobo-
dan..' was really a fine piece of
art. He spoke out the truth
boldly in such a spicy, funny
and a new way that it calls to
aﬁpreciated and admired.
Thanks to him for his nice
piece. Most of his write-ups are
very enjoyable and informative
at the same time. '

The best part is that he is an
intellectual who cares for Mus-
lims and Islam. Which most
Muslimn intellectuals find very
outdated and old fashioned
these days! But little do they re-
alise that the best thing for us
will be, as another intellectual
from USA had put it, to try to Is-
lamise our modern lives rather
than modernise Islam!

Dr Sabrina Rashid
Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka

Shame

Sir, On 18.1.99 with one in-
cident, India has gone back to
two thousand years. The largest
democratic country of the world
is showing its freedom of ex-
pression in a violent way!

Shame on those vandals.

Shikha Manson
Road #1 ] House, 25F
Banani, Dhalka.

Look! C's here!!

air, Ramadan concern
shown by US in deciding
whether to strike Iraq again or
not is a hoax. If they truly
wanted to respect the sanctity of
the holy month, they should
have restrained, their activities
in "no-fly zones",

Mr Clinton and his lieu-
tenants should understand that
the day-long fasting during
Ramadan does not make a Mus-
lim weak. It rather hardens his
body and soul.

Tanzia Choudhury
Comilla.

nalisation. The first is corrup-
tion and bribery. So widespread
is this, that nothing, [rom
arms deals to electricity bills,
and from school admissions
to oil policy, is immune from it.
This produces moral disso-
nance. If everyone at the top
is corrupl, why remain clean at
the bottorn of the pile? If money
and lack of scruple are wor-
shipped by thie upper crust, why
be unest;; The example set by
the high and mighty is wholly
negative. It brutalises sensi-
bilitises and debases public
coneluct.

Secondly, just as there are
no inner conslraints upon

public misconduct, there are

lew external deterrents either.
When there is no rule of law,
when regulations are violated
with impunity, the powerful
do not fear punishment: they
know they have the right con-
nections. This society is
grossly under-regulated too. In
my 13 years in Delhi, my driv-
ing licence has not been
checked once. In the U.S., b

contrast, rare was the mont

when my papers were not
checked. How can you have the
incentive to learn traffic rules
when you can buy a licence
without taking a test?  This
breakdown of the crime-pun-
ishment link extends to pre-
meditated murder. Fifteen
years on, there is at best token
punishment for the perpetra-
tors of the anti-Sikh pogrom ol
1984. No Shiv Sema leader has

been sentenced for killing hun-
dreds of people in Mumbai in
1993.

The BJFP's response Lo anti-
Christian violerice is to call not
for punishing the guilty, but for
a "national debate” on conver-
sions [(why not one on whether
slavery is good?). Why should
the Sena's goons feel deterred
from terrorising all and sundry
when the Home Minister genu-
flects before their chief to get
the cricket ban lifted for a
year? The message that is go-
ing out from the high offices of
India is that thugs won't be
punished if they are powerful. If
this state of affairs continues,
[ndian cities will go the way of
Chicago of the 1920s, Lagos of
the 1980s or Karachi of the
1990s.

Growing lawlessness will
generale pressures lor draco-
ian  “correctives”. with per-
VErse conseqguelices. For,
crininalisation has not by-
passed the police. There are 200
criminal cases pending in the
country against IPS officers
alone. In Karachi, the army,
which has failed to control
ethnic violence, has been
given judicial powers to try
civilians ecriminal and give a
verdict within eight days!  This
spells descent into chaos,
despotism and ultimately
barbarism, with  horren-
dously undemocratic and
inhuman consequences. So the
BMW case must become a litmus
test for us. If our justice deliv-
e€ry system does not adequately
punish the guilty, the crimi-
nalised elite will prevaijl. This
can only be prevented if citi-
Zens remain alert and the me-

dia does not erase its own
memory,

Art Buchwald

T has just been announced that the Christmas season will
Inwrg& with Valentine's Day in one of Llie greatest financial

deals of all time. Originally, Christmas tried to merge with
Hanukkah, but the Grand Rabbi of the North Pole turned it
down.

50 Santa Claus, the CEO of Christmmas Inc., looked for an-
other likely prospect and found one in Valentine's.

'It's a perfect fit," Santa said. "We both deal in love. They are
big in greeting cards, and we are strong in Barbie dolls."”

The price was $40 billion. North Pole Christmas executives
said there would be a big cost savings when they laid off those
who worked at Christmas and Valentine's Day factories. "We
don't need the number of reindeer that we have used in the past.”
one of several executive vice presidents said.

"We also intend to buy our mistletoe from China and load our
sleds with more eau de cologne from Taiwan. Christmas will be

a slimmer but more successful holiday, and our profits are ex-
pected to soar." 2

The people at Valentine's Day are not as happy
maker told me, "Everyone knows that Christmas gobbles up ev-
erything. Valentine's Day will lose its meaning when the
Christmas makers start cutting back on expenses.

'Lovers are very sensitive people, and you can't treat them as

. A Cupid doily

you would the customers at Toys R Us."

A maker of chocolate trufiles for candy boxes added: "The
merger doesn't make sense. Christmas appeals to greed — Valen-
tine's Day to aflection and tenderness. Eﬁ:’re heart specialists.
All Christmas thinks about is the bottom line."

There is some question as to whether the Justice De ent
will permit the two holidays to merge. An antitrust attorney
said, "I don't know if we are talking about restraint of trade or
not. The Christmas people would like to have Americans spend
all their savings in December. The Valentine holiday people
have only one big moment in February, and that is when every-
one goes to Hallmark. The concern is that if Christmas owns
Valentine's, they could start markilég up all the greeting cards,
and with a monopoly on love it would no longer be dog eat dog."

Santa angrily denied the contentions that the merger would
destroy competition. "We're not trying to monopolize the holi-
days,” he fumed. "Our only intention is to cut down on our
labour costs. We can save billions of dollars if we dump enough
people at Christmas. "We also can be more efficient. “?e'll offer
two bouquets of roses — to be sent at Christmas and Valentine's
Day — for the same price. We have to accomplish this merger so
we can compete with the Chinese New vear."

We asked Santa what holiday Christmas would merge with
in case the Justice Department would not allow him to buy
Valentine's Day. i

a’kwﬂ*d join up with Halloween. It's become a real money
maker."

By arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and UNB.




