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Attempt on
poet’s life:
3 more held

By Staff Correspondent

Three more persons were ar-
rested yesterday for their al-
leged involvement in the at-
tempt to kill poet Shamsur
Rahman.

They are Shahabuddin, son
of late Samsul Alam of Mirza-
pur under Hathazari thana in
Chittagong, Maulana Salim
Hossain, son of Hafez Samsud-
din of Angarbad in Manikganj
and Nazrul Islam, son of Golam
Basit of Mirpur in Sirajganj,
according to C?D sources.

They were arrested from
their residents by personnel of
the Joint Investigation Cell
(WJIC) and brought to Dhaka yes-
terday.

Meanwhile, investigators
revealed identities of the five,
including two foreigners, who
were arrested from a madrassah
at Uttara in the city on Monday
for their alleged link with
Harkut-Uz-Jihad, an extremist
Islamic group blamed for the
attack. Poet Shamsur Rahman
was attacked at his Shyamoli

residence in the city on January -

18
See Page 12 Col 4

6 new envoys
appointed

By Staff Correspondent

The government has ap-
pointed six new envoys. Two of
them are political appointees
and four are career diplomats.

Principal Qamruzzaman, an
AL Presidinm member, has
been appointed envoy to Mo-
rocco while former president of
Netherlands Awami League for
18 years , Mrs Shelley Zaman.
has been appointed ambassador
to Spain, official sources said.

Three veteran career diplo-
mats have been given ambas-
sadorial appointments . Sirajul
Islam, Director General (South
Asia), has been appointed en-
voy to Egypt. Jamil Majid, Di-
rector General of the Foreign
Ministry, to Japan and Sohrab
Hossain, Director General at
the Primme Minister's office, to
Thailand.

. Sohrab Hossain will replace
Akramul Quader who has been
appointed High Commissioner
to South Alrica.

Shelley Zaman would be the
country’s third female ambas-
sador. Earlier, Tahmina Khan
Dolly was appointed High
Commissioner to Sri Lanka
during BNP government while
Mahmuda Hugq from the foreign
service served as envoy to
Bhutan.

Rashed Ahmed, now envoy
to Japan, Syed Mohammad
Hossain, envoy to Morocco and
Mizanur Rahman envoy to
Spain have gone on LPR. Tariqg
Karim High Commissioner in
South Africa, has asked for
voluntary retirement . Ruhul
Amin, ambassador to Egypt,
will be returning to the head-
‘quarters.

Hasina leaves
for Calcutta
today

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina leaves for Calcutta on a
Lhree-day visit today to inaugu-
rate the prestigious Calcutta
Book Fair and receive honorary
D Lit degree from Bishwa
Bharati University, reports
UNB.

Hasina will inaugurate the
book fair in the afternoon and
deliver a speech. Bangladesh is
the theme country of this year's
Calcutta Book Fair.

She will also attend the
opening ceremony of Bangla-
desh Gate »nd Bangladesh
Pavilion at the Book Fair.

— Inside Today
Article

When Terror
Strikes, What is the
Government’s
Worth?
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ARMENIA (Colombia), Jan
26: The death toll surpassed
1.000 today from a powerful
earthquake that destroyed
nearly two-thirds of all the
buildings in a western Coloim-
bian city, reports AP,

Stunned residents in Colom-
bia's coffee belt chose to wait
out the night around bonfires
rather than venture back into
their ecrumpled homes fol-
lowing the m tude 6 quake,
which injured hundreds.

The earthquake flattened
cities and towns across western
Colombia on Monday after-
noon, rattling buildings as far
away as the capital, Bogota, 225

i Armenta, 110 miles,
Bogota, after an earthquake, which had a preliminary ma

‘.Gﬂiumhia on Monday, killing.over 1000 people. .

Extra 4-page Special SPORTS & FEATURES every day

“Death toll may
exceed 2000

kilometers from the epicenter.

Hundreds of the dead lived in
Armenia, a city of 220,000 resi-
dents where entire neighbor-
hoods were reduced to rubble
and left without water or elec-
tricity, and where residents say
relief has been slow to arrive.

Capt Ciro Antonio Guiza, the
city's deputy fire chief, said res-
cue workers were so strapped
that many bodies remained on
the streets uncollected.
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kills over 1000

"There are more than 1,000
dead, perhaps more than 2,000
in Armenia alone," he said.

Hundreds of bodies were

trapped in 25 buildings that col-

lapsed. he said. In one 10-story
dpartment building alone, an
estimated 60 people were
crushed to death, Guiza said.

Some 700 buildings were de-
stroyed and 180,000 people left
homeless in Armenia alone,
Colombian Red Cross official
Carlos Gilberto Giraldo told
The Associated Press.

The injured were being evac-

uated by air to Bogota, Medellin

and Cali, and by road to nearby
See page 11
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west of the capital of Colombia,
gnitude of 6, tore up western
+- UNB/AP  photo

Municipal hopefuls

Delying an opposition-spon-
sored hartal across the country
veslerday, at least 8,450 nomi-
nation papers were filed for the
February 23-25 elections in 140
municipalities , according to
the Election Commission %EC]
till midnight last night.

The deadline for submission
was 10pm, and the EC was
compiling statistics till filing
of this report at 12:50 last
night.

EC officials claimed that
yesterday's hartal did not dis-
rupt the process of filing of
nomination papers an}rwﬁere
in the country.

They said there were no re-
ports of non-filing from any of
the 140 municipalities going to
polls. But reporis were still
awaited from some of them.

Defying instructions to boy-
cott the polls and threats by
their respective parties, a large
number of opposition leaders
also submitted nomination pa-
pers yesterday, opposition
sources said. But their exact
number could not be known
immediately.

The nomination papers will
be scrutinised today. The last
date for withdrawal of candida-
ture is February 3.

Of the 8,450, a total of 628
filed for chairman while 6,129
for commissioner.

Besides, 1,693 submitted for
441 reserved seats for women
cOmmissioners,

The alliance of BNP, Jatiya
Party, Jamaat-e-Islami and 10O

defy 18-hour

By Staft Correspondent

enforced the 18-hour shutdown
until midnight last night. The
opposition parties are boy-
colting the municipal elections
as their four demands including
a recast Election Commission
with a new Chief Election
Commissioner were not met.
The 140 out of 182 munici-
palities across the country are
going to polls. Elections to the
rest 42 have been withheld due

EC to invite all
parties, seek
cooperation

By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
(EC] will formally invite both
the ruling and Opposition par-
ties soon for talks to seek their
co-operation to ensure free, fair
and peaceful elections in mu-
nicipalities.

Parties including Awami
League, BNP, Jatiya Party. Left
Democratic Front and Jamaat-
e-Islam will be officially in-
viled for discussions, Chief
Election Commissioner Mo-
hammed Abu Hena said while
talking to a group of newsmen
at his office yesterday evening,

‘Legally speaking, the local
government elections has noth-
ing to do with political parties
as such. But the EC is not capa-

See Page 12 Col 7

hartal

to pending cases and other rea-
SONS.

A senjor BNP leader also
admitted that there were exam-
ples of defiance “at places”.

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyvan. while brief-
ing the pressmen yesterday
evening, said there were such
instances. But he hastened to
add that they would persuade
all the candidates including
Lhose of the opposition to with-
draw from the “farcical and
meaningless” polls.

Of the municipalities where
elections are being held, 38 are
in the Dhaka Division, 27 in
Chittagong. 39 in Rajshahi. 20
in Khulna and 12 in Barisal.

According a UNB report:

In Khagrachhari: Eight
nominations were submilted
for the post of Chairman, 52 for
nine ward commissioners and
12 for women commissioner
posts despite a preemptive har-
tal enforced by the BNP-led op-
position.

In Barisal: 124 candidates
submitted nomination papers
yesterday, of whom 24 in Ba-
naripara, 51 in Gournadi and
43 in Bakerganj municipality.

Four candidates submitted
nominations for the post of
chairman in Banaripara. two
in Gournadi and four in Baker-
gar?' pourasava.

n Rangamati: Two candi-
dates submilted nominations
for chairman of Rangamati

See Pate 12 Col 3
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2 Killed, 300 hurt during hartal

By Staff Correspondent

At least two persons were

Killed in Jessore and some 300 -

hurt in clashes involving rival
political activists and police
during an opposition-entorced
18-hour countrywide hartal
that brought normal life almost
to a halt.

A third death was a sequel to

a pre-hartal incident in Dhaka.

The two, both aged around
18, died in Jessore from bomb
and stab injuries during hartal
hours.

The third, who had sustained
bomb injuries on Monday night
in Dhaka, later died at Dh
Medical College

Haspital
yesterday morning.

| One of the hartal victims

was Ripon Mondal, 18, an

Awami League supporter. He re-
ceived multiple stab injuries at

Abhoynagar under Jessore dis-

trict and was dead when

Ripon along with a dozen
others received the injuries dur-
ing a bloody clash when an
Awami League procession came
under attack by a rival group at
10 in the morning. The proces-
sion was heading for the local
election office for filing nomi-
nation paper for a party candi-
date.

The second victim was a
hawker named Rajkumar alias
Rabi, 18.

Police said Rabi received in-
juries from bombs hurled by
pro-hartal activists in Jessore
lown. He later died in the dis-

Candidates filing nomination papers for Manikganj Pourasava polls yesterday.

trict hospital.

However, the Jatiya Part
claiming Rabi as its worker J
leged that “armed goons of
Awami League” shot him 1o
death.

Police said Mohammad Ali,
30, received injuries at
Nababpur in Dhaka on Monday
night when pro-hartal activists

threw crackers at him. Ali died

at DMCH the following morn-
ing.

The dawn-to-midnight shut-
down, first of its kind, was en-
forced throughout the country
by the BNP-led opposition al-
liance to press for four-point
charter of demands including
resignation of Chief Election

See Page 12 Col 5

brought to nearer Khulna Sadar
I Hospital yesterday noon.

Law lies low

An anti-hartal activist, suspected to be a worker of Haji
Selim, an Awami League MP from city’s Lalbagh area,
charges towards a pro-hartal procession of BNP on Top-
khana Road after snatching this shotgun from an on-duty
policeman during the opposition-imposed 18-hour hartal
yesterday. Has the man been arrested? And the gun re-

trieved?

—Star photo

Polls officials
 urged to
refrain
from duties

By Staff Correspondent

Opposition parties yesterday
urged government officials and
others concerned to refrain
from election duties because the
ensuing municipal polls would
be a “larcical” one as there
would be no representation of
majority of the people.

After coming to power, we
will compensate the officials
and employees who will be vic-
timised for not carrying out
their duties for this one-party
farcical election. They will be
Tewarded”, BNP Secretary Gen-
eral Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
said at a press briefing at 29,
Minto Road yesterday evening.

Representatives of Jatiya
Party, Jamaat-e-Islami and [s-
lami Oikyo Jote also spoke at
the briefing and described their
party activities during the har-
tal hour yesterday.

Bhuiyan said, there is still
time to cancel the election
schedule and fulfil the 4-point
cpposition demand.
"Otherwise, the government
will to bear all the responsibil-
ities and losses”,

Referring to the opposition’s
demand for resignation of the
Chief Election Commissioner,
he claimed that 70 percent of
the people have expressed their
no-contidence in the CEC, "So
he has no moral right to remain
in the post”. He elaborated that
BNF and other opposition par-
ties enjoy support of 70 percent
of the people.

“There is no right of the CEC
to play ducks and drakes with
the people. The CEC will also
have to stand on the dock for
trial on charge of the losses,” he
added.

The BNP secretary general
alleged that the ruling party
[urther intensified its repres-

See Page 12 Col 8

Naray anan
L] ] ’
missmg!

NEW DELHI, Jan 26: India's
state-run television erro-
neously listed President K R
Narayanan among a group of
missing people and appealed for
information as to his where-

abouts, The Times of India said
today, reports AFP.

Dordarshan's Bangalore
slation mistakenly broadcast a
photograph of India's head of

stale during a regular Monday

programme on missing per-
sons, the daily said.

“If anyone knows the where-
abouts of this person, please
contact the police control
room,” an announcer said as
Narayanan's photograph filled
television screens across the
southern city of Bangalore and
its environs.

25 hurt in clash. 20 held

Hartal extended till

2 pm today in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 26: At
least 25 people including six
police personnel were injured
in a clash between opposition
activists and police at the en-
trance ol Chittagong court
building during hartal today.
police and witnesses said.

The injured were admitted to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital and private clinics,

Police arrested 20 people
during the clash.

Protesting the police action,
the Opposition alliance here ex-
lended.the hartal period to 2 pm
tomorrow in Chittagong.,

BNFP, Jamaat-e-Islami and
Jatiya Parly called the coun-
rywide hartal to foil submis-
sion of nomination papers for
municipal polls. The Opposi-
tion processionists tried to en-
ter the court premises to foil
submission of nomination pa-
pers for election in Patiya.

The opposition alliance al-
leged that police fired bullets on
the processionists but police
denied it and said they lobbed
the tear gas shells to disperse
clashing opposition activists.

Police said the trouble began
at noon when processionists of
Jamaat-e-Islam became unruly
and tried to enter the court
building defying police restric-
tion.

The Jamaat processionists
backed by BNP and Jatiya Party
activists pelted brick bats and
threw cocktails at police.

Police said they resorted to

lathicharge and fired tear gas to
chase away the opposition ac-
LiVISLs.

The Opposition alleged that
police attacked the procession-
ists and lired bullets without
any provocation:

Security has been tightened
in the port city as tension
mounted after the clash.

Normal life was disrupted
here due to hartal, marked by
sporadic blasts of cocktails, po-
lice and witnesses said.

Truck loads of police and
BDR were deployed at all impor-
tant points ol the city.

In Chittagong port, delive
of goods remained suspende
though partial cargo handling
took place inside the jetties,
port sources said.

Shops and markets re-
mained closed and offices func-
tioned with thin attendance.

All kinds of vehicles except
few rickshaws stayed off the
roads during the hartal period.

Opposition supporters held
rallies and brought out proces-
sions on different city roads.

Meanwhile, three nomina-
tion papers for chairman, 12
for commissioners and one for
woman commissioner were
submitted till 4 pm today for

"contesting Patiya municipal

polls, official sources said. The
nomination papers were sub-
mitted at the office of thegpis-

trict Returning Officer at Chit-
tagong court building.

PM asks opposition to shun
path of negative

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has accused opposition
parties ol pursuing politics of
conspiracy realising that it is
not possible for them to go to
power "in a healthy way." re-
ports UNB,

"They are following the path
of conspiracy and negative poli-
tics to capture power as they
have no confidence in people.”

She asked the opposition to
shun the path of c:ﬂnsi)iracy. "1
hope good sense will prevail
upon them (opposition) and
they will return to the path of
healthy and positive politics.”

The prime minister was in-
augurating the seventh na-
tional conference of Bangla-
desh Sangbadik Samity, an
organisation of mufassil co-
rrespondents of different
dailies and news agencies, at

Engineers Institution in the

city yesterday.

Hasina also called upon Lhe
people and journalists to re-
main alert and be vocal against
what she called evil design ol
the opposition who are out to
‘create unrest to jeopardise the
democratic process.”

Referring to yesterday's
hartal calledgh}r BNP and its al-
lies, she said their hartal is not
for people's interest, rather for
protecting the killers.

Hasina said they are threat-
ening to oust the government to
protect the killers only. "The
two (Khaleda and Ershad) have
been united to save the killers
of Bangabandhu,” she said.

She said they had tried to
foil the wverdict of historic
Bangabandhu murder case by
creating unrest in the country
and are now Lrying to block the
execution of the killers,

politics

Questioning the rationale of
BNFP's boycotting the Presiden-
t's speech in Parliament Mon-
day. the prime minister said
during BNP's time, speeches of
the President were also ap-
proved by the Prime Minister's
Office.

"The convention they (BNP)
followed during their time has
been opposed by themselves.
Their boycott of Parliament
contradicted their own policy.
We have tried to bring them
back in Parliament during the
President's speech, the hon-
ourable President himself tried,
but they did not join the House."

Hasina said all these proved
that BNP does not believe in the
parliamentary system of
democracy. "BNP's constitution
was not amended after the
change of presidential system

See Page 12 Col 1

Bhuiyan confirms
Bangabhaban bid

By Staff Correspondent

BNP did not entertain a pres-
idential plea for joining par-
liament session on Monday af-
ter failing to get any firm com-
mitment regarding CEC’s resig-
nation, the party secretary gen-
eral confirmed yesterday.

Referring to a Daily Star re-
port yesterday on the Presiden-
t's attempt, Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan told newsmen last
night that the Military Secre-
tary to the President had
phoned him at 2pm Monday to
convey a proposal.

"The proposal was that
schedules for municipal polls
would be deferred provided we
withdrew our 18-hour hartal
programme and joined the ses-
sion when President addressed
the parliament,” Bhuiyan said
at a press briefing in the city.

On behalf of all opposition
partners he had proposed that
at least one of the Opposition’s
four demands should be met
with immediate effect, Bhuiyan
said.

“We asked for an announce-
ment that Chief Election Com-
missioner would resign. But, as
President could not entertain
our proposal, no breakthrough
was achieved,” said Bhuiyan.

The Daily Star was the lone
newspaper that broke the story
that a presidential bid to strike
a deal getw&en the country's two
conflicting political camps was
nipped in the bud as opposition
rejected the proposition. g

PM’s three days
of morning tea
without
newspaper!

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said she could
not think of three consecutive
days without newspapers, re-
ports BSS,

"Can you imagine passing
three consecutive days without
a newspaper,” she asked the
members of the Bangladesh
Sangbadik Samity at their sev-
enth national conference at the
Engineers Institution in the
city yesterday momming.

Hasina said her day starts
with a cup of tea and a bundle of
newspapers. "I do not know
whether the journalists or the
owners will be hurt by my
comments,” she said.

She said possibly nowhere
in the world there is consecu-
tive three-day holiday of news-
papers. She suggested publica-
tion of small editions during
the holidays to keep the readers
abreast with the world events.

The prime minister jokingly
said in absence of newspapers
she had to go through the old
newspapers from beginning to

the printer's and publisher’s
name on the back page.



