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Opposition parties
conspiring to
grab power: BCL

By DU Correspondent

Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), the student wing of the
ruling Awami League, yesterday
accused the opposition parties
of hatching conspiracy to grab
power.

In a statement, BCL presi-
dent Bahadur Bepari and gen-
eral secretary Ajay Kar Khokan
also alleged that the opposition
parties were calling hartal with
a view to create anarchy in the
country.

"They are enforcing such
anti-people programmes when
the government of Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina was tying
to build and exploitation-free
Bangladesh," the BCL leaders
said. |

They termed the hartal "il-
logical and undemocratic” and
said that the countrymen would
reject today's hartal.

The BCL leaders also con-
demned the opposition to
" destabilise the country's
democracy and peaceful atmo-
sphere through such undemo-
cratic activities.

Diarrhoea claims

12 in Noakhali

NOAKHALI, Jan 25: Diar-
rhoea has broken out in greater
Noakhali in an alarming pro-
portion, claiming 12 lives and
affecting 2100 people in last one
week, reports UNB.

Hospital sources said more
than 100 people were affected by
the disease in Feni district in 24
hours ending at 3 pm Sunday.

The sources said Latu Mia,
14, of Joylaskora in Dhagon-
bhuiyan, Feni died of diarrhoea
on Saturday, while Dhanoria, a
woman from Barahigobin-
dapur, had undergone abortion
in a local clinlec as she was seri-
ously affected by the water-
borne disease.

Diarrhoea claimed another
man from Barahigobindapur
several days back.

When contacted the Civil
Surgeon of Noakhali said 40
medical teams were workin
round-the-clock in the affecte
areas of the distriet to combat
the disease. _

Sources at the Civil Surgeon
office also confirmed the death
from the disease of four other
people — Rozina, 2, Nazma, 4,
Ramzan Ali, 60, and Nur Box,
65,

The worst affected thanas of
the district are Begumganj,
Companyganj and Hatiya.

But sources at PDB, a non-
government organisation, said
the disease has also broken out
in an epidemic form in Noa-
khali sadar,

They said four people died in
Noakhali sadar, three in Be-
gumganj, two in Companyganj
and one in Hativa thanas in the
last three days'

Obituary

By Statt Correspondent
e Shamsun Na-
lar (Huri), dau-
ghier of late
Afsaruddin
- Ahmad, for-
g k. mer leader of
S Llie opposition

9. in the erst-
E. .t:. .._1_'. “;hﬂe East
B%% Pakistan As

sembly in  1962-64, died of
prolonged illness on Sunday at
BIRDEM Hospital in the city.
She was 63.

She was the wife of late Ghi-
asuddin Ahmed, a renowned
social worker of Arambagh.
She is survived by her son Sha-
heen Ahmed, daughter Salma
Ahmed Dipu, a singer, two
grandchildren, and a host of
relatives and admirers. Her
younger brother is Rajiuddin
Ahmed Raju MP.

Her qulkhwani will be held
tomorrow after Maﬁhreb pra-
vers at her Arambagh resi-
dence

Death anniversary

The first death anniversary
of Sohrab Hossain, a fermer
- minister and one of the key or-
ganisers of the Liberation War,
will be observed today, reports
BSS.

On the occasion, Quran-
khwani and a milad mahfil
will be held at his Magura
residence.,

Sochrab Hossain, who was
the president of Awami League
unit of greater Jessofe district,
played an active role in différ-
ent democratic movements.

He was elected member of
parlidment from Magura con-
stituency in 1973.

Raisuddin buried

Principal Raisuddin Ahmed.
a former Member of Pakistan
National Assembly and Par-
liamentary Secretary, was
buried at Banani graveyard af-
ter Johr prayers yesterday, re-
ports BSS.

Namaz-e-janaza .of Princi-
pal Ahmed, who died at a city
clinic Sunday evening due to
old-age complications, was held
at Banani Bazar mosque.

An M A in English from
Dhaka University, Principal
Ahmed devoted all his life to
the promotion of education. He
founded over half a dozen col-
leges across the country.

In recognition of his contri-
bution to education sector, he
was honoured with interna-
tional "Russel Award” by the
World Teachers' Congress.

A widely travelled man,
Ahmed was also associated
with the profession of journal-
ism .
He was Assistant Editor of
then "Pakistan Observer" dur-
ing 1954-55.

Born at village Junail in
Madarganj thana of Jamalpur
district, Principal Ahmed was
actively involved in many so-
cial welfare activities.

Doa mahfil and
of the deceased will

ulkhwani
e held at

House nummber-50, Road number -

1, and Sector-6 of Uttara Model
Town after Asr prayers tomor-
row.

Relatives and admirers have
been requested to attend.
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Anti-hartal activists are busy writing sl

yesterday ahead of today's opposition-called hartal.

ogans on a banner at

city's Mohammadpur area
— Star photo

China rejects
Russian proposal
for 'strategic
triangle’

BONN, Jan 25: China rejects
a Russian proposal for a
‘strategic triangle” among Rus-
sia, India and China, Chinese
Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan
said in an interview to appear
here today. reports AFP,

Tang told the German eco-
nomic daily Handelsblatt that
"China has always adhered in-
dependently to a foreign policy
oriented toward peace," and, "we
will not be deterred from this
path.”

He said China has a ve
good strategic partnership wit
Russia, which is full of vitality
and regularly prioduces new el-
ements.”

But he added that Beijing's
partnership with Moscow, "in-
cludes neither alliances nor
confrontations with third
countries, such as the United
States."”

Last month, on a visit to In-
dia, Russian Prime Minister
Yevgeny Primakov had floated
the idea of a strategic triangle
among the three countries.

Tang also took a swipe at
Japan for criticism during a
visit to Tokyo in December by
Chinese President Jiang Zemin,
saying, "the Germans have
more or less come to terms with
their nazi past, but the
Japanese are having trouble
with their militarist past.

To mark his trip, the first by
a Chinese President Jiang had
been pushing hard for a full
written apology from Japan
over 1ts brutal occupation of
China before and during World
War 1, .

L] L] ,
Indian artist’s
painting show

begins

By Staff Correspondent

A solo painting exhibition
by eminent Indian artist Dipali
Bhattacharya began in the city
yesterday.

India's High Commissioner
10 Bangladesh Deb Mukherjee
naugurated the 15-day show at
Gallery 21,

Speaking on the occasion,
Deb Mukherjee reminded the
visitors that the artist’s earlier
exhibit four years ago at La Ga-
lerie had been a tremendous
SLICCESS.

Artist Mohammed Kibria
was also present at the funection
as special guest,

Dipali explained that her 25
mixed media pieces depicted
men and women busy in their
daily routine within the typi-
cally urban setting of Calcutta,
her city. The smaller works are
more intimate views of women
in contemplation, handling
their innermost feelings and
also having to confront the
complexities of their relation-
ship with men she added.

The artist also stressed that
women play a very vital role in
her paintings: they are depicted
as deep and introspective,
thoughtful and different, but
never unconcerned.

The exhibition will remain
open from 10 am to 8 pm every-
day till February 8.

Born in 1952, Dipali gradu-
ated from the Government Col-
lege of Art and Craft, Calcutta
in 74, and won a national
scholarship from '76, to '78. At
present she is an assistant pro-
fessor at the Govt. College of Art
and Craft, Calcutta.

The artist has exhibited her
work in London, New York, San_
Francisco, Berlin, Stuttgart,

New Delhi, Bombay and Cal-
cutta,

House adopts
obituary motion

The Jatiya Sangsad yester-
day condoled the death of ten
former ministers, MPs, mem-
bers of provincial council and
constituent assembly, reports
UNB.

They are: former minister
and MP Prof Yusuf Ali, former
minister and provincial council
member Mahfuzul Haq, former
national council and con-
stituent assembly member
Sayed Fazlul Haq BSC, former
MP and constituent assembly
member Abdul Awal, former
MP and constituent assembly
member AKM Nurul Karim,
former MP Kudrut Ullah Man-
dol, former MP and constituent
assembly member Mozaffar
Ali, former MP Dil Moham-
mad, former provincial council
member BD Habibullah and
former provincial council
member Devendra Nath Gosh.

- The House adopted a unani-
mous obituary motion when the
Speaker proposed for the mo-
tion citing the names of the de-
ceased distinguished persons of
the country.

The House offered fateha for

the salvation of the departed
souls.

Mayor meets poet
Shamsur Rahman

Mayor Mohammed Hanil
yesterday visited the Shyamoli
residence of poet Shamsur
Rahman, reports BSS.

The Mayor stayed with the
elderly poet for some time and

" enquired about his health. Poet

Shamsur Rahman described the
incident elaborately.

Mayor Hanif asked the con-
cerned authorities to take stern
action against those involved
in the attack.

President, PM
greet Narayanan,
Vajpayee

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed has felici-
tated Indian President KR
Narayanan on the occasion of
the National Day of India to be
observed today, reports UNB.

In a message sent yesterday
the President expressed his con-
fidence that the existing [riend-
ship and cordial relations be-
tween the two neighbouring
countries would be further
strengthened in the years
ahead. .

He wished for good health
and happiness of the Indian
President and continued peace,
Prﬂgress and prosperity of the
riendly people of India.

Meanwhile, in another mes-
sage Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has greeted mndian
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpdyee on the occasion of the
National Day of India.

In her message to her Indian
counterpart, the Prirne Minis-
ter yesterday expressed her be-
lief that the existing bonds of
friendship, understanding and
cooperation between the two
friendly countries would be fur-
ther strengthened and consoli-
dated in the days Lo come.

Nagarik Sanghati
merges with JP

Jatiya Nagarik Sanghati
(JNS) has decided to merge with
the Jativa Party, reports UNB.

A press release said JNS
would formally join the JP at a
function at the Engineers' Insti-
lution at 3 prn on Wednesday,

JFP chief Hossain Moham-
mad Ershad will attend the '
function as chief guest.
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A painting by Dipali Bhattacharya.

No change in temperature

Dry weather is likely to prevail over the country in the next 12
hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.
L temperalure may remain nearly un-
changed across the country during the period.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 30.2 degree Celsius was
Teknal and the lowest ol 10.2 degree

Met office said nig

recorded at Cox's Bazar an
Celsius at Srimongal.
The sun sets

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka 28.8 14.2 &8 70
Chittagong 29.9 15.0 79 64
Khulna 29.9 14.2 90 s
Rajshahi 28.2 12.5 89 56
Barisal 30.0 14.2 20 =
Sylhet 279 14.5 76 )
Cox's Bazar 30.2 16.6 65 654

ay at 5.40 pm and rises tomorrow at 6.42 an.
Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were as follows.

A rally in observance of the founding anniversary of BKSAL in the city yesterday.

— bStar photo

Clinton lacks
respect for
presidency: Bush

RENO, Nevada Jan 25: For-
mer President George Bush
thinks Bill Clinton lacks re-
spect for the presidency, but be-
lieves the country will bounce
back after Clinton's impeach-
ment trial ends, reports AP.

'l have tried to stay out of all
the Washington mess," Bush
said Saturday at the end of a
keynote address to the Safari
Club International's 27th an-
nual hunters' convention. "But I
must confess [ have been deeply
concerned by what
was so very proud to hold."
~ Speaking to an audience of
International big-game hunters
and conservationist, Bush was
confident any national embar-
rassment caused by Clinton's
sex scandal would be short-
lived.

"Our country is strong and it
is resilient. And the presidency,
the office of the residency, is
strong and it is resilient," Bush
said "The trials of the present
will soon pass away and once
again our country will be re-
spected and strong around the
world.”

Impeached by Congress on
charges of perjury and obstruc-
tion of justice in the Monica
Lewinsky sex case, Clinton is
being tried in the Senate.

147 days in
underground

coffin

LONDON, Jan 24: A 37-year-
old British man has set a world
record after willingly spending
147 days buried alive in an un-
derground coffin., the British
press said today, reports AFP,

Geoll Smith was "exhumed”
Saturday morning and saw day-
light for the first time since Au-

ust 29. He was thrilled about

eating the previous record set
by an American in 1981, but
vowed he would never try the
feat again — not as long as he
lives.

"l am proud I made it and
happy that the record is back in
the family, but I'll not be buried
again until I'm carried away in
my real coffin,” he said.

The attraction to coffins has
been in the family since Geoff's

mum, Emma, set the European .

record in 1968 with 101 days
underground.

Geolf Smith was greeted by a
doctor as he stepped out of his
colfin, but he was quickly able
lo stand up without assistance,

Underground, he had elec-
tricity, a cellular telephone and
a4 radio. He was also able to
speak to the outside world
through an air hole, which also
allowed him to receive s,ufpplies.

During his feat, the father-
of-three even managed to de-
velop a love allair with a young
.woman he had never seen, going
so far as to ask her hand in
marriage. But she dropped him
after six weeks.

VGF programme
in Chuadanga

CHUADANGA, Jan 25° Dis-
tribution of wheat under the
VGF programine in all the four
thanas of Chuadanga district
has been going on satisfacto-
rily, reports BSS,

According to an official
source, a total of 247 tonnes of
wheat has heen distributed
ammong 1373 destitute families
of 30 unions during the last six
months, '

Governuiment has sanctioned
494 tonnes of wheat under the
VGF programme for Chuadanga
district inn the current financial
years,

Tk 23 lakh in
loans for flood
victims of 2
Barisal thanas

BARISAL, Jan 25: Chief
Whip Abul Hasnat Abdullah
distributed about Taka 23 lakh
in house building loans among-
the flood victims of Agailjhara
and Gournadi thanas of the

. district recently.

Taka 12.50 lakh [or 2,500
families in Agailjhara and Tk
10,44 lakh for 2.088 familics in
Gournadi were sanctioned from
the reliel fund of the Prime
Minisier official sources said.

The Chief Whip also dis-
tributed 30 sewing machines
and interest-free loans of Tk 2
lakh among 65 people of the
thanas.

BKSAL founding
anniversary

observed

By Staff Correspondent

The 24th [ounding anniver-
sary of the Bangladesh Krishak
Sramik Awami League (BKSAL)
was observed with a renewed
pledge to establish the golden
Bangladesh dreamt by Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu Shei-
kh Mujibur Rahman.

The day's programmes began
with placing of wreaths at the
portrait of the Father of the Na-
tion at Bangabandhu Museum.

A colourful horse cart rally
was brought out in the cily from
Ramna Batamul which paraded
city throughfares.

Meanwhile, speakers at a
rally said people of the country
were still willing to complete
the second -revolution pro-
gramme of BHSAL.

They were addressing a rally
organised at the city's Palton
Maidan with Sharif M Amee-
ruzzaman, Chairman of the
organisation, in the chair.

The rally was addressed
among others by advocate
Shamsul Alam Dudu, Vice-
Chairman, Zainal Abedin, Sec-
retary General, Prof Shahidul
Islam Sahid. Organising Secre-
tary, Hossain Sharif and Ra-
figul Islam, Secretary of Ex-
ecutive Committee, Shamsud-
din Ahmed Hasu, member of the
ceritral committee and Rafiqul
Islam.

to be-
a lack of respect for the office I-

Poura polls

84 collect
nomination
papers 1n
Satkhira

SATKHIRA. Jan 25 A total
of seven chairman candidates
for Satkhira Paurasabha col-
lected nomination papers from
the district -election office till

L this morning, reports BSS.,

Besides, 77 persons includ-
ing sixteen women collected
nomination papers to contest
for the post of Poura Commis-
sioners.

Election office source told
BSS that the intending chair-
man candidates who collected
nomination papers included
district BNP Joint Convener
and present Poura Chairman
Al-haj Abdul Jalil, district
Amir of Jamaat Principal Md
Ijjatullah, district Jatiya P
leader Advocate Abdur Rouf
Awami League leaders Advocate
Robiul Islam and Sheikh
Ashraful Haque, Jamaat leader
Advocate Abdul Aziz and dis-
Ltrict NAP Secretary Kazi Sayed.

According to the returning
officer, the polls will be held on
February 24,

Biswas
From Page 1

"However, finally the entire
speech of the President used to
be seen and cleared by the
Prime Minister and her office."

a BNP nominee.

The former president said he
found nothing wrong in the cab-
inet. headed by the Prime Min-
ister, endorsing the draft
speech.

Biswas, however, said that
any additions or omissions
from the draft s h were done
on the basis of understandin
‘between the head of state an
the head of government,

Biswas declined to make any
comment on the opposition
boycott of his successor's
speech, delivered in Parliament
yesterday, on objection that it
was endorsed by the cabinet eu-
logising the cFl:uw&rnrn.f:nt's. pro-
grammes and performances,

Praising President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed as a neutral
and respected man, Biswas said
Shahabuddin was accepted by
all. "Even BNP %:adly accepted
him although he was nomi-
nated by Awarmi League.”

Asked to comment on
whether a president could mak
his personal comments aside
the scripted address to the Par-
liament, Biswas said as a mat-

nothing to say in addition to
the prepared speech cleared by
Lthe Prime Minister and the cab-
inet. .

As per the present Constitu-
tion, the President is to act on
advice ol the Prime Minister,
excepting imitating the leader
of the majority party in form-
Mg government and giving ap-
poiniment to the Chief Justice
and to other constitutional
Posts.

Biswas, however, recailed
that while addressing the first
session of the 6th Parliament,
elected through a controversial
election on Febroary 15, 1996,
as President he made certain
coinments which were little
critical of BNP. And those
commnents earned protests from
Lhie BNP government as well.

'BNP had raised objection to
certain parts of that speech, but
I insisted that those points
should be there.,” said the for-
mer President. -

Aboul the opposition boycott
of municipal elections, Biswas
refrained from making com-
ment since he is no longer in ac-
tive politics,

‘It is difficult on my part to
comment since 1 was associated
with a political party," Biswas
said on the opposition boycott
of President Shahabuddin
Ahmed's speech in the first
Parliament session of this year.

He. however, suﬁgested that
both the ruling and opposition
parties should close the gap and
settie all differences through
discussion. "Otherwise, parlia-
mentary democracy would fail,"
he forewarned.

"1 love to call a spade a spade.
Had [ been in active politics, 1
would have suggested that both
the government and opposition
should thrash out the differ-

discussion and settling all dif-
lerences.”

The former President added:
"It would not be good to push the
country towards a stalemate.”

sald Biswas, who was president |
from 1991-96 and was elected as '

ter of fact the President has -

ences because democracy means =

From Page 1

he urged all to work with a re-
newed zeal to materialise "Ban-
abandhu’s cherished dream of
onar Bangla' (Golden Bengal)
— a prosperous, stable and
poverty-free society."

In his nearly 90-minute
speech, President Shahabuddin
highlighted important achieve-
ments of the government in the
last two and a half years in
different vital sectors as well as
its efficient tackling of flood
and the post-flood rehabi-
litation schemes,

He described the CHT peace
accord, the Ganges water shar-
ing ftreaty with India. land
agreement with Myanmar,
commissioning of the Banga-
bandhu Bridge, and economic

reforms as milestones in the

country's history.

As the President listed the
achievements of the govern-
mernl, treasury bench members
thumped their desks.

Fnreiﬁn diplomats, digni-
taries, chiefs of the three ser-
vices and high officials were

seen in the VVIP and VIP gal-
leries of Parliament,

The President referred to the
trial of the killers of Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
said the most heinous crime in
contemporary history put the

whole nation mto utter disgrace |

for long.
"Though the trial was held

.~after a pretty long time, the

murderers were tried under the
existing laws of the country," he
told the House. .

Shahabuddin said the trial
has relieved the nation of dis-
grace. "This justice has been re-
stored, injustice defeated and
all the citizens assured of jus-
tice.”

The President praised the in-
troduction of the Prime Minis-
ter's question hours in Parlia-
ment and the formation of Par-
liamentary Standing Commit-
tee headed by an MP extending
the accountability to parlia-
ment and widening the trans-
parency of government activi-
fies. -
About the four-tier local
government administration, he
said relevant laws were amen-
ded to institutionalise the
village, union, thana and dis-
trict councils with elected rep-
resentatives and more women
participation.

President Shahabuddin said
by-elections in Barisal-5 and
Pabna-2 seatls and vacant seats
of union parishads and poura-
savas were held last year in a
free, fair and peaceful at-
mosphere,

He said the Election Com-
mission undertook an elabo-
rate programme to correct mis-

Business leaders

-

From Page |

Nnot earn money to buy food?"
Mintoc asked.

Asked if they would mediate
a dialogue between the govern-
ment and the opposition, the
FBCCI president said, "Tt's not
our job.”

It the parties fail to sit to-
gether, there are offices like the
President that can mediate, he
suggested. "We'll welcome any
such initiative."”

Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (DCCI) pres-
ident MH Rahman said the
business community cannot
support hartal and political
programme that disrupt nor-
mal life and economic activi-
ties.

The chamber leader sug-
gested dialogues between the
government and opposition
parties to resolve the causes
that lead to political agitation
and hartal,

Major political parties
should sit across the table to
remove differences among
themselves and reach consen-
sus on key national issues, he
suggested.

Local investors get frus-
trated if there is no political
stability and consensus on na-
tional issues, he said.

- Bangladesh Finished
Leather and Leather Goods Ex-
porters’ Association president
A Sattar Bhuiyan regretted that
the opposition parties did not
entertain their appeal to recon-
sider the hartal programme so
that the first ever international
leather fair can be held here
smoothly,

"Even we have requested to
keep Dhaka city out of hartal,
but they did not respond,”
Bhuiyan said.

Many of their foreign buyers,
who earlier planned to join the
fair on Janu 27-29 at Hotel
Sonargaot, ave now got
frustrated due to the hartal, he
said. :

Tie Buiggpu

] President's appeal

takes and upgrade electoral
rolls for distri[—l‘:uutjnn of proper
ID cards for voters.

Referring to the national
€conomy, tne President urged .
the financial managers to be
prudent, efficient and careful in
the management of macro-eco-
nomic parametres in the wake
of existing international finan-
cial turmeoil.

"Bangladesh, however, did
not feel the impact of this crisis
to that extent due to her prag-
matic financial reforms pro-
gramme, appropriate monetary
policy, well-timed exchange
rates, effective supervision of
bankjnF sector and judicious
and bold steps taken in main-
taining balance in the income
and expenditure of the govern-
mernt,"

About the impact of last
year s devastating flood, Presi-
dent Shahabuddin said it heay-
ily damaged life and property,
and severely affected the econ-
omy that needs 885 million US
dollar to recover.

He said development part-
ners have responded positivel
to the country's aid needs. Till
now, arrangements for assis-
tance have been finalised for
245 million dollar from World
Bank, 138 million dollar from
ADB and 138 million dollar
from the IMF,

"Assistance from bilateral
sources has also been received
and negotiations are on for fur-
ther assistance,”" he added.

"To cape with the need for
flood rehabilitation works, in
addition to the foreign assis-
tance, local resources have also
been mobilised by reprogram-
ming funds from many less pri-
ority projects under the ADP."

Besides, the post-flood aus-

- lerity programme is expected to

save around Tk 200 crore while
some specific steps taken to
gear up mobilisation of domes-
tic resources are likely to pro-
vide an additional Tk 300 crore.

He said funds froin the rev-
enue budget amounting to Tk
711 crore have been reallocated
for flood rehabilitation works.
Target for distribution of agri- .
culture loans for rehabilitation
has been raised to Tk 3,269
crore., .

Te meet the food deficit,
which increased from 21 lakh
to 43 lakh tons because of flood,
the government has raised the
public sector import target from
3.5 lakh metric tons to 10 lakh
melric tons. Besides, the footl
aid commitment of 16 lakh
metric tons has been receijved.

President hababuddin s 1id
the governir 1t . s taken
ous steps lo strengihen the po-
lice force to ensure security and
safety of every citizen.

To expedite the investigation
process of the cases, he said, 36
new investigation camps have
been set up in the crime-prone
remote areas in addition to the
existing 47 such camps.

The President said steps
have also been taken to en-

* hance the efficiency and profes-

sional standard of the armed
forces through proper training.

"For this purpose, works of
the establishment of the Na-
tional Defence College, the
Armed Forces Medical College,
and the Military Institute of
Science and Technology are
progressing fast."

For expansion of female ed-
ucation in the country, the gov-
ernment has already nation-
alised 18 non-government
women s colleges and has taken
ug a plan to establish three
polviechnic institutes for
woinen, the President said.

Also the reconstruction
work of about 10,000 educa-
tional institution damaged by
flood is going on in full swing,
he said.

Shahabuddin said that to
make health and family wel-
fare services available to the
Eeuple. the existing project-

ased systern has been replaced
with a sector-based approach.
‘Estimated cost of this five-year
programme is Tk 15,314 crore."

He mentioned that the coun-
lry’s energy sector was improv-
ing due to the various steps
taken in this regard.

The President said the gov-
ernment has taken up an ex-
tensive programme for the im-
provement of road communica-
tion in the country.

"Works are also in pregress
for the improvement of road
networks of Dhaka-Comilla-
Chittagong-Cox's Bazar, along
with the rehabilitation, expan-
sion and periodic repair works
of the national highways in
north-weet and south-west re-
gions with the assistance of the
development partners.”

He said that with the expan-
sion ‘of the international air
transportation, the Chittagong
airport is being developed as the
second international airport of
the country,

Iragi Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahhaf responds to journalists’ questions at a
press conference at Cairo's Nile Hilton Sunday. At a gathering of Arab foreign minister
Sunday, the Arab League refused to back Iraq's demand for unilateral lifting of sanctions
and a strong condemnation of US-British airstrikes.
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