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We Reject This Politics

Négathre politics has been taken on to a new
plane of morbidity. The opposition led by BNP
have stretched their dawn-to-dusk hartal up to
midnight tiding. This comes as a mischievous
counterpoise, with a somewhat laser efficiency,
against the EC's extension of deadline for submis-
sion of nomination papers for municipal polls
from 5 to 10 pm tonight to keep out of hartal hours.
1 The message blaring out of the opposition's bitter
move reads "We won't participate in the elections,
nor shall we allow these to take place at all".

On top of hartal being imposed on people we now
have the scenario of an electoral boycott getting
foisted on them. This thoroughly overbearing poli-
tics has additionally taken on the character of not
merely going ballistic against the government but
also being unsparing with the Election Commis-
sion, an independent statutory body better left
alone to conduct elections.

Even though the AL 'is reaping the whirlwind it
had sown', such a naive political statement cannot
exonerate them from the charge of making the en-
tire people ransom to their feelings of bitterness
against the ruling party. What about my personal
rights to both participation in the polls as well as
pursuit of my normal avocations? If the opposi-
tion feel so confident of their popularity and the
justness of their cause then there is all the more
reason why they should let the local polls take
place to yield a solid evidence of their approval
rating among the people. BNP, or any other party,
may have a right to refuse to participate in a
particular poll, but it cannot deny others' right to
do so, except by ridiculing their own democratic
professions. In fact, each time this happens, BNP's
credentials as a major political force goes another
notch down.

Elections ought to be highly welcome things be-
cause they produce new leadership, release new en-
ergy and create new visions of growth. People nor-
mally enjoy exercising their right to elect their
leaders but increasingly this has come to be viti-
ated by bitter attitudes. Democracy is not sustain-
able with electoral boycotts. :

While we find no word strong enough to decry the
negative politics of the opposition we are nonethe-
less aghast over the continuing lock-jawed silence
of the ruling party on the question of initiating a
trouble-shooting dialogue with the opposition. It is
extremely impolitic on their part to underestimate
the gravity of the situation which is fast engulfing

R Law on the Highways

The Dhaka-Aricha highway is probably the
most important stretch of road in the country. De-
spite the opening of the Bangabandhu Jamuna
Bridge and consequent diversion of northwest-
bound ftraffic away from the ferry port in
Manikganj, the highway remains a critical artery
in the overall anatomy of the national economy.
Yet, this highway has long been the target of some
of the most obnoxious disruptive activities by a
whole host of hooligans, from university students
to transport workers to transport owners. The
opening of the Bangabandhu Bridge was expected to
reduce pressure on the highway and thus lead to a
reduction in barricades and blockades, While such
incidences in recent months have been few, the

propensity to engage in such activities among a-

section of people has apparently not waned.

Over the past three days, passengers travelling
on the Dhaka-Aricha highway have been subjecte
to intolerable harassment as transport owners
took to blocking the road at several points. It ap-
pears that a dispute between owners and workers,
which boiled over into violence, has led to this ac-
tion by the former. As usual, it is the ordinary
highway users that have borne the brunt of some-
body else’'s petty quarrel. Economic loss in such
instances is hardly ever calculated, but there is no
doubt that it is considerable. The strangest aspect
of each blockade episode is that the disruption is
allowed to go on for hours and days without any in-
tervention from law enforcing agencies.

The situation has come to such a pass that
blockades and barricades on highways are viewed
as just another of those “"actions” that organised
labour, business or political groups can take with
impunity. But this cannot be tolerated. Such
blockades are plainly illegal in character and ter-
roristic in nature. The only response to such ac-
tions should be immediate and effective police in-
tervention. While dispute between two groups may
continue in whatever form, the police must ensure
that highways are clear and open to smooth
movement of traffic. There is no legitimacy to
highway blockades and the police must enforce the
law by removing barricades, with force if neces-

sary. |
Trained Canine Bite?
When a dog bites a man it is no news. It is only
‘natural that a dog will bite a man or any other an-

imal. But when a man bites a dog (if it ever hap-

pens) it is news because it is unnatural and high y
impraobable. And to prove this rule there should be
exceptions like the one which was provided by a
leading Bangla newspaper Monday. In a front page
story the paper said five imported dogs of the police
dog squad bit and seriously injured five policemen
who were being trained, along with the dogs, by
designated foreign trainers. Last November, gov-
ernment imported 25 pedigree dogs at a great ex-
pense Lo strengthen and modernise the police in-
vestigation and detection capabilities, particularly
against drug peddling and other crimes. Along with
the dogs have came trainers who will impart train-
ing to local policemen. Forty of them are being
trained alongside the dogs. After the incident, the
five culprit dogs have been ‘suspended' from train-
ing and three of the injured are still being treated
at the police hospital. We believe these canine
sleuths were properly injected with anti-rabies
serum and the injured will not suffer from hy-
drophobia as hatgpens without such an immunity
cover. But even then a certain period of time is crif-
ical and the bitin
proper watch lest
quarantine.

The reasons for these animals going berserk
against their co-trainees could not be gathered
immediately. Why after about three months of
‘coexistence' they should decide to revolt in a body
Is anybody's guess. We suppose they are being
trained to detect criminals and defend themselves

dogs have to be kept under
ey show unusual signs during

if they are attacked but are they smelling rat in

me side, isn't it?

their own company? Sa

—

‘Tesistance will

CCORDING to reports
Apuhlished in The Daily

Star (dated 11 January,
1999), petroleum reserves
worldwide rose to 140.6 billion
tons by 1998 although con-
sumption have been increasing,
particularly in developing
countries, at a very rapid rate.
In fact, commercially ex-
ploitable oil reserves can be in-
creased to 5.5 trillion tons pro-
vided prices are higher and ex-
pected future discoveries as well
as technologies come on stream
for extracting oil from shale
and sand. It may be noted that
due to discovery of new oil de-
posits and improvement in ex-
ploration and production tech-
nologies, known reserves are 45

r cent higher today than 95
illion tons recorded in 1985,

At present, world oil market
is suftering from a situation of
excess supply. As a result,
prices of crude oil today is two-
thirds of what it was one year
ago. The 33 per cent decline in
prices took place in spite of
rising consumption. It is ex-
pected that thie present rend of
both rising supply and demand

- (but supply more than demand)

may continue.

At the same time, higher
consumption of oil remains a
fact of life in developing coun-
tries. India. for example, is
looking forward to oil and gas
demand increasing at the sus-
tained rate of about 8 per cent a
year compared to the world av-
erage growth in petroleum de-
mand at 1.5

It is true that developed
countries are the major con-
sumers of petroleum and there
the demand is hardly growing:
in fact decreaslg{% at many
places due to fuel efficient tech-
nologies and shift to industries.
for example, information in-
dustry which consumes very lit-

smell of foreboding is in
AtEhe air! At the end of the

id holidays, Bangladesh
is heading for an unsettlin
?'ea.r in 1999 since the new BNP-
ed opposition alliance, united
on a four-point programme, is
poised. with a 30-day ultima-
tum, to oust the Awami League
government by political agita-
tion if the stated demands were
not met by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. So far there are
no indications of a dialogue be-
tween the two sides. As the New
Year dawned, the combined
anti-government front asked
for the resignation of Mr. Abu
Hena. the Chief Election Com-
missioner and a complete re-
constitution of the election ma-
chinery. They also insisted on
fresh voter's identity cards be-
fore the impending City Corpo-
ration and municipal elections,
and wanted the withdrawal of
all cases against the political
leaders without which they
would boycott all elections. Not
unexpectedly, the Awami
League leaders played down that
concordat as an issueless cam-
paign, demeaned it as an adven-
ture of the power seekers, and
they denounced the initiative as
a dangerous liaison of the "anti-
liberation forces" out to subvert
the peace and stability of the
country. For all the hard-line
talks and the spin doctoring by
their allies, the leaders of the
Awami League can hardly ig-
nore the determined drumbeat
against them. No doubt, the
emerging political configura-
tion is a momentous reeﬁi E
ment of politics since lggﬁ
when the Awami League de-
feated the BNP, and with a
sprinkling of support from the
JP and others the Awami
League returned to power under
Sheikh Hasina's leadership.

Has the opposition-entente
undermined Sheikh Hasina's
overnment? Is it realignment
or power struggle or an ideolog-
ical polarization? How solid is
the 4-poiht demand that
brought the three main parties
together? Certainly, the Jatiya
Party's (JP) switch to the largest
opposition party the BNP has,
for all practical purposes, re-
versed what Sheikh Hasina has
been flatteringly describing as
the "consensus-government”

from the time she became-

Prime Minister. With one JP
leader still holding a cabinet
osition, it is an anomaly both
or the government and the op-
position. The seemingly united
still hurt
Sheikh Hasina's prestige but
her cabinet will not be imme-
diately affected by the realign-
ment. Neither Anwar Hossain

X Manju, nor the JSD leader Ab-

dur Rob wanted to quit the gov-

per cent per annum. -

Fuels for Growth

What are the consequences of the decision to export natural gas? We have to find a market outside
the borders of Bangladesh and the best way to market is to transport gas through a pipeline and
deliver it to the user’s point of consumption. We should consider ourselves extremely lucky since

potentially a huge market for gas exists in India — our next door neighbour.

tle :nerg?'. The real danger to
fossil fuel market is going to be
new technologies for utilizin

new and renewable sources o

energy. solar power and nitro-
gen from atmosphere in partic-
ular. Solar powered cars are al-
ready at an advanced stage of
development and the big car
companies are planning to
market such cars by 2,000. Re-
search on super conductivity
will reduce loss of electricity
from 15 per cent to almost zero.
Lastly, nitrogen as a source of
fuel is available in atmosphere
in limitless quantity.

If its use become economic
then demand for' petroleum
products to run transport or
generate electricity may drasti-
Eﬂ?ncgﬂaf%%% and the USA, it is
no longer economic to operate
the coal mines. Petroleum is
cheaper. But time may very
soon come when drilling for oil
and gas would no longer be prof-
itable. The question is what do
we do then with our huge natu-
ral gas reserves whose potential
estimates, as experts suggest,
may go up to 40 trillion cubic
feet (TCF) or bevond, after
proper survey, exploration and
driliing have been carried out.

Already, the proven reserves
exceed 15 TCF which we our-
selves may fail to consume in
the long run if solar power and
hydrogen technologies funda-
mentally alters the world en-
€rgy consumption patterns
within the next 20 years. We
know what happened to our
golden fiber — jute.

‘Do we want that our gas re-

_nance the education of their €l

serves should meet the same
fate? This is because we may
not be dealing with 15 TCF.
The gas reserves are likely to go
up to 40 TCF or more. Its total
value is still quite attractive but
we must exploit the reserves as
our capital for development
TODAY. Time is running out
for traditional fossil fuels.

I know of a young
Bangladeshi MBA from the
United States whose parents
decided in early 1980s to sell
the small piece of land they
owned in Dhaka In order (o fi-

American middle class living
standards within few years,

With our natural gas re-
serves, we face exactly the same
situation on a national scale.
The energy resources, deep un-
derground, constitute our capi-
tal for development.

These vital resources should
be exploited for generating in-
vestment funds for building the
infrastructure of roads,
bridges, irrigation canals,
schools, hospitals and numer-
ous other facilities costing bil-
lions of dollars which 100 years
of donors assistance will never

Window on Asia

dest son.

If they had waited, the land
would have fetched a much
higher price today. However, it
would not have enabled not
only the education of one son
but the f[uture of all their chil-
dren since all of them eventu-
ally secured American educa-
tion, citizenship and employ-
ment.

Therefore, it was not the
price but timing of the sale was
of much more critical impor-
tance to the family.

The sale in early 1980s at a
price much lower than what it
Is today, enabled the invest-
ment in human capital devel-
opment and attainment of

cover. Unless we export gas, we
do not generate finds for in-
vestment in development and
In not-too-distant future, we
may not lind the market to ex-
port and our nawural gas meet
the same fate as coal mines of
Europe today.

. Our over cautious experts
have pronounced. times with-
out number, that we possess
limited reserves which we need
for our own consumption. Ex-
porl of natural gas should be to-
tally ruled out. It is true that if
the proven reserves of 15 TCF is
all that we will ever have then
the experts are correct in their
pronouncement. However,
proven reserves is a function of

the volume of investment we
are able to mobilize for explo-
ration of natural gas. In 1997,
the proven reserves were 11 TCF
and very limited exploration
increased those reserves by
more than one-third to 15 TCF.

Further exploration has now
practically stopped since pro-

posed blocks are not being allo-*

cated io interested oil compa-
nies. The interest of multina-
tionals firmly establish the fact
that the potential reserves
claimed to be as high as 80 TCF
may be an overestimate but at
least half of that should prove
to be the total recoverable gas
reserve if the desired level of
exploration activities are un-
dertaken.

I would urge all concerned to
consider that let us not be over-
concerned with possible ex-
haustion of our energy re-
sources. At the present rate of
consumpuon, our existing re-
serves should last over 80 years.
Since consumption will in-
crease, even then it should last
for at least the next 30 years.
That should be good enough.
Therelore, any further addition
to the existing proven reserves
ol 15 TCF may be allocated to
export,

What are the consequences
of the decision to export natural
gas? We have to find a market
outside the borders of
Baniiadesh and the best way to
markel is to transport gas
through a pipeline and deliver
it to the user's point of con-
sumption. We should consider
ourselves extremely lucky since
potentially a huge market for

The Politics of New Polarisation

by M. Rashiduzzaman

Most opposition leaders are counting that the combined voting strength of the centrist BNP, the JP
and the Islamic groups outweigh the supporters of the Awami League. They are also

hopeful that those who seriously

dislike the Awami League rule had no better

choice but to support the new alliance for a change of guards.

emment. As a counter measure,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
decided 1o hit back at General
Ershad's JP by wooing Anwar
Hossain Manju to stay in the
cabinet, and tried to create a
pro-Awami faction of the JP.
The patronage-power of the rul-
ing party will come handy to al-
lure the JP and the BNP fac-
tions and dissuade them not to

join the Sppcsitiun bandwagon.

et the JP leader Ershad has

emerged as one of the principal |

actors in the :3-]:r:ar1ti!t pact, and
may become the key power
player in the future.

As of this writing, the 4-.
point opposition demand has
not ignited such a political
firestorm that would soon bring
down the government or even
force an immediate election. In
fact, the anti-government mo-
bilization will initially be an
uphill slu% for-the diverse op-
position lorces. The current
year may be over just in gather-
ing momentum to mount a full
assault on the government. If
the incumbent Chief Election
Cemmissioner steps down
simply because his credibility
is under fire. it would remove at
least one sting from the opposi-
tion bite. Even on the rest of the
issues, | detect some Awami
flexibility including withdraw-
ing a few cases against the op-
position leaders and their
troops. Sheikh Hasina will not
concede on the Mujib killers
most of whom have already
been tried and convicted, and
they were undergoing further
judicial process. The govern-
ment seems eager to go ahead
with the trial of the all
killers of 1975. Politically, it
will be difficult for the opposi-
tion to openly demand the ex-
oneration of those found guilty
of killing Mujib (and his family
members) and those charged of
murdering the top Awami
League leaders (1975) held in
ail. It's not yet known what

d of alternative sirategy the
BNP-led alliance had sharpened
for the Awami tactics to disarm
the opposition. Without well-
orchestrated articulation of
issues and appropriate counter-
moves in the tace up, the BNP-
led alliance and the 4-point
programime would not dent the
Awami League administration
and its future prospect to be
reelected,

Beyond the too familiar har-

eged jail-

tal-thumping activists, they
would need astute tacticians to
maltch their opponents in
power, The Awami League has
useful allies as it faces the BNP-
led attack on the government.
‘Numerous Bengali newspapers

along with their columnists are"

inclined to support Sheikh
Hasina's government and most
of its policies and actions. It
was the supt)l:;art of the Bengali
newspapers that made the 1995-
96 anti-BNP mass movement a
success. Although they have not
performed significantly in the
polls, the left-leaning forces
remained influential, and they
would most likely support the
Awami League in its confronta-
tion with the right wing and the
[slamically inclined antago-
nists. The liberal educators who
dominate the academic estab-
lishments usually support the
Awami League although re-
cently the BNP has been able to
inspire a group of teachers,
writers, columnists and profes-
sionals to counter the uence
of the better known pro-Awami

- League intellectuals.

Since the 1996 elections, it
is an open secret that several
prominent NGOs with coun-
trywide institutional network
are on good terms with the
Awami League. Accusations
have been flying all over that
the Awami League had politi-
cized the mid to lower echelon
of the bureaucracy and the po-
lice that will not only crush the
anti-government protests but
also help ri%%lng the future
elections, € opposition
politicians have blamed that
the politically recruited bu-
reaucrats (of 1973) helped the
AL to win the 1996 elections,
and they were not acceptable to
supervise the next elections.

For the Bangladeshi politi- *
cians, the habit of protest, as a
vehicle of opposition empow-
erment, is addictive but the
country has recently been suf-
fering from a hartal-fatigue
that the AL would use against

‘the new alliance. What the

Awami League protestors did
with relative im%Lénity in 1996,
may not exactly be replicated by
the BNP in 1999, but hartal will
be us2d to mchulize public sup-
port and give a political voice to
the united front against the
government. The Awaml Legue
government may be tempted to

b

use repressive measures to keep
the agitators at bay. Indirectly,
it has already been hinted that
the JP chief Ershad may be sent
back to jaill Scores of cases
have already been started
against most ex-BNP ministers
and even their grassroots work-
ers on various allegations but
the opposition feared that such
contrived charges will acceler-
ate in the coming months as the
political acrimony intensifies,
The recent Khaleque (allegedly
forced to join the AL and then
returned to the BNPJ episode
gives reason Lo fear thaf the rul-
ing party might disarray the
nci:apnsitiun both through intim-
idation and induced defections
in the BNP and the JP ranks.
But the Awami crackdown and
coerced defection.. if any. far
from restoring stability, may
signal even more instability.
Moreover, the international
observers and the Dhaka-based
diplomatic cornmunity will not
readily accept coercion for
maintaining law and order.
They might rather expect
Sheikh Hasina to seek a fresh
mandate sooner, not later!

It is not a compelling ideo-
logical confrontation between
the right and left that divides
the Bangladeshi parties. but
some ideological tenets, stated
or unstated, are surely inter-
twined with what is otherwise a
partisan polarization for
power. Not only the AL believes
to be the rightful inkcritor of
power in independent
Bangladesh that they fought for
in 1971, but also it claims to its
credit a lingo-centric secular-
ism, distinctive from the earlier
Muslim separatism that
characterized Pakistan. The
new opposition allies, on the
other hand, laid their claims as
the Bangladeshi nationalists,
eager to protect the sovereignty
of the nation (an euphemism
for standing up to India's hege-
morny) and willing to respect the
Islamic identily of the Muslim
majority in Bangladesh. They
want to identify the citizens of
Bangladesh as Bangladeshis
not Bengalis but the Awami
League insists that Bangladesh,
having been separated from
Pakistan, should derive its na-
tional awareness from its
Bangla language. The ideologi-
cal postulations and counter-
postulations between the AL

and the BNP-led opposition are
nol always logical, but they ex-
ude an emotional appeal, some-
times an ugly smear, that could
make or unmake a popular agi-
tation or an election campaign.
Apparently as an ideological
battle but really to neutralize
their political appeal, the
Awami League and its front or-
ganizations will further step up
their denunciation of the Ja-
maat and its leaders for their
fundamentalism and alleged

anti-liberation activities, in- -

cluding violent crimes, in 1971.

Over the years, the suspicion
and fear of India have replaced
the old ideological disagree-
ment, and polarized the parties.
There was a shadowy but a per-
vasive whispering campaign
that the AL was India's B-team,

anti-Muslim and anti-Islam.
and no olher Issues worked so

well for the party's rout in the
1991 election. It's the vulnera-
hility on such polemical ques-
tions that led Sheikh Hasina
move her party from the left to
the CEI]tliE. an Sh]E] successfully
brought her p ack to power
{1995] after msing the pro-
Indian and anti-Islam accusa-
tions. Two years after the water
lreaty was signed between
Sheikh Hasina's new govern-
ment and New Delhi, there are
doubts about the fairness of
that deal, and the volume of wa-
ter that Bangladesh actually re-
ceives during the dry season. In

the triangular relationship em-

bodied in the CHT peace accord,
India is viewed as the absentee
actor that holds the ultimate
key to its success or failure.

‘Those questions will surely un-

ravel as the BNP-led coalition
challenges the ruling party. A
broad spectrum of the conserva-
tive Muslims and the right wing

religious groups look upon secu-

larism as a legitimizing fagade
to capitulate to India, and they
want Bangladesh to derive its
basic national identity from
the Muslim and Islamic her-
itage. Such a view is not accept-
able to most Awami Leaguers
and their supporters but the
new BNP-led coalition might
press it against them,

The old brew of Mujibism
has been in the backburmer dur-
ing Sheikh Hasina's tenure, but
the legacy of the Bakshali ap-
proach to politics still haunts
the Awami League and scare

as exists in India — our next
oor neighbour.
The negotiations with oil
companies are difficult to pro-
further unless rt ol gas
to India is alluwedeﬁ'nu h a
pipeline to be constructed for
the purpose where all the in-
vestment costs will be borne by
oil companies. Gas exploration
and drilling is an expensive
business and once the reserves
are discovered, investors are
immediately interested to sell
the gas and Bangladesh does not
offer an unlimited market. On

the other hand, the potential
market in India is huge.

For example, export of 500
million cft of gas per day to In-
dia for the next 20 years would
involve 3.65 TCF which we may
find from only one single dis-
covery, provided exploration
and drilling are pursued in
right earnest. The alternative
is to convert natural gas into
various petrochemical products
for export. This calls for bil-
lions of dollars worth of in-
vestment which oil companies
are reluctant to make since
there are surplus capacities
elsewhere in the world. Please
remember that the existing
supply of energy-based products
are facing a shrinking market.
Its only because of the rapidly
growing demand of India that
there is a unique as well as a
rare opportunity to develop gas
fields of Bangladesh.

Pakistan fought three wars
with India during the last 50
years. Yet the plan to export
electricity to India is already
off the ground. What is our
problem with India? Nothing,
uniess it is the determination of
politicians to deny the nation
of the critical investment re-
sources and we remain poor ev-
erafter.

“countless Bangladeshis who

lived through the early years of
nationalistic fervour and ideo-
logical zealotries. Also, many
senior Awami Leaguers and
their cohorts feel that the BNP-
led alliance would never be able
to mount the massive scale of
anti-government protest, which

thEgr successfully launched in
- 1996

. This assumption indi-
cates AL's overconfidence and it
fans the impasse between the
government and the opposition
camp. To me, the four-point

eement will remain a paper-
liance unless its associates
agree to work together until the
next election. There is already a
confusion and disagreement be-
tween the BNP and other part-
ners of the alliance over the
participation in the municipal
elections that are usually con-
tested on the non-partisan ba-
sis. Public perception that
Khaleda Zia might be suffering
from a chaotic indecision is
deadly for her party, and the
new opposition platform as a

- whole. Observers doubt if the JP

will fully support the BNP lead-
ership all the way through the
election, and beyond. Even the
JP's own ur%anjzatjﬂnai unity
and its ability to effectively
contribute to any massive anti-
government protest are not
above question, It's quite possi-
ble that Sheikh Hasina could
outflank the BNP-led alliance
in its moment of weakness.

In the light of the recent elec-
tion results and a modicum of
opinion polls, most opposition
leaders are counting that the
combined voting strength of the
centrist BNP, the JP and the Is-
lamic groups outweigh the sup-
porters of the Awami League.

They are also hopeful that those
who seriously dislike the
Awami League rule had no bet-
ter choice but to support the new
alliance for a change of %;Jards.
The right wing groups believe
that without their committed
votes, the BNP and the JP can-
didates would not be able to de-
feat the Awami candidates who
usually reap the benefits of the
solid minority "vote banks".
The complex arithmetic of pub-
lic support in the light of the
fresh realignment could be
overstated or underestimated,
but the ruling party is surely
concerned about the new calcu-
lus of the electorate strength. It
is possibly too early to pinpoint
how will the recently forged op-
osition compact be trans-
ormed into an workable elec-
toral arrangement among the
allies and how will the rulin
party fare in its future elector
contest with the BNP-led al- -
liance!
The author writes from
Rowan University, Glassboro,
New Jersey, U.5.A.
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What a terrible

mess!

Sir, | am writing this letter
at 10:15 PM on 18 Jan.

Just a few minutes ago it was
announced on BTV Ten o'clock
news that it will be Eid tomor-
row! Our government could not
manage (or decide?) to et this
information for its people even
at the time of the Eight o'clock
‘Shangbad”. This mess by our
government machinery can be
considered as really shameful

and dis stizlf.
ad always hoped that

some things would, at least, be
sgared from the inefficiency of
the present government, 1
mearn, this is the last straw, We
are really afraid to think that
at this hour many people have
gone to rest preparing for an-
other day of fasting tomorrow
after their "Tarabi" prayers!
Only the Almighty ﬂllaﬂ knows
what type of mess can be ex-

ected tomorrow morning in

olding of the Eid congrega-
tions. And those poor people
who are in their sleep at this
hour do not even know that

there is a "Eid Jamaat" in the

morning.
No government has the right
_to play games with such an as-

-
- B A W
- e

pect of life of the people who
come together once in this time
of year. We demand an explana-
tion from the authorities con-
cerned. And not just a shru
off of responsibility on this
matter like we have gotten so
used to seeing with every type of
mess done in the past.

We need an assurance that it

will never ever happen again in
the future.

An Anxious Observer
Chittagong.

Who has the
priority?

Sir, On 22 January, Friday,
at 9.30 AM in the morning, we
had to take an elderly relative
to a Diagnostic Centre for an
emergency Cat-Scan by an am-
bulance. She has suffered a
brain-stroke two days before.
On our way, we had the misfor-

tune of getting stupﬁed by the’
the

traffic sergent at Mintoo
Road Crossing due to the pas-
sage of either the presidential
or prime ministerial motor-
cade. Despite repeated blaring
of the ambulance Siren and re-
quests to the police personnel
in-charge refused to waive the
way for the ambulance citing

——

securily reasons. After nearly-
10 precious minutes of waiting,

the motorcade passed and we

were allowed to proceed.

I do distinctly remember
thalt the PM pleadging during
the last general election of not
blocking the road during her
Easaage. Howéver we have

ardly seen that pledge bein
taken care of. This incident def-
initely illustrates that not only
are the rights of common citi-
zens are now being ignored, but
also emergency services are be-
ing halted on the way.

One of the fundamentals of
our Constitution is Democracy.
And democracy emphasises
equality, it stresses on the fact
that whether it is the Prime
Minister or a street-side beggar,
a citizen of the state has the
same rights.

A few days ago, aboard a
British Airways flight, Prime
Minister Tony Blair was forced
to cut off his conversation with
the Queen on his cellular during
take-off by the pilot. Because
the phone could have conflicted
with the navigational equip-
ment and could have caused
risk of safety for other fellow
passengers on that jet.

Anrtlig here we jare talki
about emergency services whi

should have the priority over
any other vehicle on the road
when it has its lights and sirens
on. Evidently, this is being
completely ignored in this
country by those very persons
who have taken the sacred oath
to protect our Constitution.

Sheikh Tashfeen Islam
New Eskaton Road, Dhaka.

Please! Please!!

Sir, I just want to repeat the
plea from the editorial of the
DS dated 23-Jan-99: "We pray to
the ‘Almighty for an Eid gift —
the sanity of our politicians”,

An Anxious Observer
Chittagong.

Massacre in

Kosovo

Sir, On January 17 niﬁht
(Saturday) BBC and all other
rEHahsl:rIt].T agi:inciea reported
'S cnmasa,acrgi
about 40 -.:thrﬁ?: Albanians
Kosovu. US President Clinton
h=5 zalled a NATO meeting to
sonder ihis tragedy and take
appropriate action. Richard
Holbrook, the US envoy in that
region has expressed his shock.
The "War-crimes Tribunal for

former-Yugoslavia”, is also
busy ascertaining facts on the
ground.

It is a git}r that what hap-
pened in Bosnia is being re-

peated in Kosovo. The Muslims

are denied of their basic human
rights in Europe. The Interna-
tional Observer Force of OESC
is unarmed. Its own personnel
are hein% attacked,.

Bangladesh must condemn
these atroeities. It must take an
active role in the UN and OIC to
censure President Milosevic of
Yugoslavia who is the villain in
this tragic drama.

Nuruddin Amjad
676/32 Dhanmondi R/A
Dhaka-1209

Albatross round
the neck

Sir, In response to Gholam
Mostafa's letter "Albatross
round the neck", 1 would like to
comment that for the people of
the Indian subcontinent, par-
ticularly adesh, to be able

to attain proficiency in the En-
glish language and gain better
employment in the Middle East

or elsewhere, the mode of com-
munication in the country's
administration does not need to
be English. For Bangladesh,

that would be directly against
the spirit of our independence
and our Bengali statehood. The
medium of instruction should
not be English either. Ou¥
country should be self-suffi-
cient in Bangla.

However, for communica-
tion purposes when we go
abroad, for business purposes
with the outside world, and to
be able to gather information
from the outside media and
books, English should be taught
in a modern and efficient way
to our school children as a sec-
ond language from a suitable
class or grade such as class 5 or
6 onwards. This should take
care of all our needs of knowl-
edge of the English language.
Under no circumstances must
we create a linguistic apartheid
that existed in our country un-
der the British era which still
exists in India today. Why on
earth must the language of the
educated and government and
business administration be a
foreign one? There is credence
to the fact that the interna-
tional language of business and
technology is English. But why
on earth should governments of
non-English countries go about
their business in English?

Riaz Osmani
Michigan, USA



