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Severe Ground Disaster Feared in Northern Areas

by Dr M Kamal Uddin

recently developed prac-

A tice of extracting sand-
by Cf)umping from

underground sub-soil layers
has been noticed at different
areas in the northern districts
of Bogra,
Nilphamari, Naogaon, Ra-
jshahi, Natore. Rangpur, Siraj-
anE’L Dinajpur, Kurigram,
%aj andha, etc. During a recent
visit to Bogra district (at Chan-
dan Baisha, Urdigram, Naruli,
Sapgram, Shariakandi, Ka-
halu, Erulia, Mathailchapar,
and Barachapar), it was ob-
served by the author that nu-
merous extractors were active
in pumping out sand continu-
ously from underground layers
by adopting a simple device —
using a shallow tubewell diesel
engine, a pump and pipe acces-
sories (without filter). Huge
piles of sand are being extracted
this way for commercial pur-
pose. The extracted sands being
one of the basic and prime con-
struction materials are widely
used for filling, blinding, plas-
ter, morter, concrete, sand bed
and cushion preparation, and
as sub-base and sub-grade ma-
terial in the road construction.
The extractors were found to
have erected ltmpura?f sheds
near extraction point for their
workers to conduct operation
round the clock. Thus continues
the process of creating huge
voids in the underground sub-
soil strata. And as a result vari-
ous types of terrific land disas-
ter such as major crack in the
underground as well as on the
surface, ground subsidence
leading to large crater or pond,
etc., can occur: even slight
earthquake can cause terrific
devastation. In many cases, the
extractions are being carried
oul near existing structures or
sites where construction of
buildings or other structures is
in progress, thus leaving the
structures at great risk.

The North Bengal area, in
general, the landmass is com-
prised of sedimentary deposits,
and the sub-soil profile consists
of layers of various types,
qualities and particles of sand.
The area is a part of Bengal
Basin of vast alluvial deposit
floored with sediments de-
posited by the country's master
river systems and their numer-
ous associated streams and
tributaries. As sub-soil layers
along the depth profile consist
of fine to medium to coarse
sands, various types of sands
can be extractﬂﬁr:mrdin to
need. Thus the withdrawal of
sand in bulk quantity has be-
come very much lucrative in the
context of easy and simple ex-
traction process, economy as
well as in terms of quality. The
extracted sands are fresh in
quality, free from debris, for-
eign cfi’rts. clay or silt fraction
or organic materials. The qual-
ity is better than the sand ex-
tracted traditionally from
river. This is one of the factars
that people are choosing to ex-
tract sands from underground
layers by pumping rather than
by conventional process of dig-
ging river beds. The main factor
ies in the fact that the profit in
extraction of sand from sub-
soil layers is higher than the
underwater extraction from
, river by using boat and hand
shovel. Another benefit factor
is transportation cost which is
saved when extraction is from
near the construction site. The
sand traders yield a continuous
flow of income once they take
contract/lease of a land }{nr ex-
traction. In general, the benefit
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Sand Extraction from Sub-soil Strata

Crater formation on a plot after sand extraction and (inset) settlement trough formed under one

borehole

goes, in various degrees of
course, to all the parties con-
cerned namely, sand trader,
workers, land owner, and con-
SUITETS.

The sand traders take lease
of the land from the land owner
for a certain period (normall
for 3 months). Borings are e
generally in a grid pattern 10 to
12ft apart laterally and longi-
tudinally. Sometimes, two bor-
ings per decimal are made. Ex-
traction of sand from all the
boring points are completed one
by one within the lease period.
In this process, water and sand
mixture is pumped out [rom the
underground layer. Normally,
for fine sand, pipe is installed
at up to 40 or 50 ft. depth.
Medium type sand is typically
found at 50 to 60 ft. depth. At
further depth course sand is
available, Normally 4" dia pipe
is installed up to the desired
depth without any filter at the
bottom. Drilling is done manu-
ally by conventional process.
Shallow tubewell engine of 12
to 16 HP capacity and a pump of
4'x4" or 4"x5" size are generally
installed. After continuously
running for a period, when the
engine pumps water only, it in-
dicates completion of extrac-
tion as the sand is depleted in
the source-layer at the boring
point. Thus each boring can be
used lor one time only.

The production of sand and
thereky.its cost and profit vary
from place to place and mainly
depend on the source sub-soil
layer of sand. The following ci-
tation in respect of Bogra dis-
trict delineate the higher prof-
itability of the undergroun -
traction over the conventional
process. From each boring, with
a team of 4 to 5 workers work-
ing for 5 to 6 hours for drilling
and extraction of sand. 3.5 to 4
trucks (each truck 250 cu ft ap-
prox.) i.e,, 875 to 1000 cft. of
sand in total is extracted. Sale
price of fine sand on site is ap-
prox @ Tk, 350/per truck. Price
of coarse sand is higher. Total
cost including lease price,

labour and diesel price is aboul
Tk B00O/- per borehole. Thus
profit earned is in the order of
Tk 150/- to Tk. 120/- per truck.
On the other hand, in conven-
tional process of extraction of
river sand, profit is about Tk
75/~ per truck. Four persons
working for 5 to 6 hrs are able
to extract 5 boats of sand which
is equivalent to 2 trucks (250 cu.
ft. per truck).

In alluvial depeosit area,
around each boring, immediate
depression occurs in circular or
oval shape having average
depth of 3 to 2.5 ft. It becomes
like a crater of 8 to 10 ft diame-
ter. The depression continues
and. whern the extraclion is
completed from all the borings,
the entire plot is depressed or
settled by 2.5 to 3 {t. After ex-
traction of sand, severe settle-

ment, subsidence and earth col-

lapse around the crater were no-
ticed and the whole plot became
undulating and [ull of craters
and ultimately (urned into a
marshy land or pond. In some
cases, subsidence were found to
propagate into the neighbour-
ing plots as well. When extrac-
tHon of sand from all over the
plot is completed, the lessee re-
turns, the subsided and dis-
lorted land to the land owner.
In some areas [as found in
Lhe western outskirt of Bogra
town, locally known as Khiar
Plain), the soil deposits are oxi-
dized and typically brown or
tan and are mottled. The area
comprises of red cohesive soil
having elevated topography.
The boring spacings were dif-
ferent from other areas and
found to be varying from 15 ft.
to 25 ft. About 2500 to 3000 cu.
ft. (10 to 12 trucks) of sand ex-
traction was reported from one
boring, The exiraction of sand
1s much higher in these areas
than in eastern alluvial plains.
This can be attributed to the
wider spacing of the borings
and/or greater thickness of the
source sub-soil sand layer.
Owmer of the land pays extract-
ing contractor on the basis of
quantity of extracted sand (e.g.,

Tk. 300/~ per truck of 250 cu [t.).

Continuously working [lor
about 10 to 12 hours, 18
chowka (local measurement

equal to 10 to 12 trucks) of sand
can be extracted from one bore-
hole from 45 to 60 ft. depth,
With sale price of Tk 350/-per
truck, the operation yields a

rolit of Tk. 500/- to 600/- per

orehole. In some sites, settle-
ment trough of 10 to 15 ft. dia
with average 5 to 6 ft. depth
were found. In one case, crack
propagated trom the crater and
extended up to nearby building.
Such ground crack caused a
vertical crack on an adjacent
earthen wall building. In this
area, il was noticed that serious
land subsidence. ground crack
development and crater or pond
formation occurred during
rainfall or monsoon and flood
time. Rise in ground water table
due to various reasons aggra-
vates the situation in an accel-
erating manner and brings dis-
asler.

The scenario for granular
soil plain and cohesive soil
area 1s different. In granular
soil plain, -immediate settle-
ment occurs simultaneously
while extraction process is in
progress, afterwards settlemerit
continues at slower rate and fi-
nal settlement occurs during
monsoon period and flood time.
On the other hand, in the cohe-
sive soil area, immediate set-
Ueinent is minor: major set-
tlement or catastrophic failure
awails and may occur finally in
the monsoon, during rainfall,
flood time or when groundwater
table is raised for any reason.
Due to extraction of sands from
underground layers, voids are
crealed under each borehole,
The pumping of underground
sub-soil layers causes voids of
various regular and irregular
shapes. Tunnels of underground
voids with many tributaries in
different directions can be
formed due to such pumping
which imparts enormous un-
certainty to the stability of sub-
soil layers. The unseen voids
will render serious instability

i

problem for foundation of fu-
ture structures in these areas.
With such configuration, the
sub-soil layers can be compared
lo honeycomb structure. In
honeycomb structure layers,
under a load or when it is sub-
jected to shock load, the struc-
ture breaks down, resulting in
large settlement. So total and
differential settlement, ground
subsidence, landblock slippage,

ete., is likely to occur under the *

boreholes and their surround-
ing areas. The plot is likely to
be converted into big marshy
undulating land or pond. Ex-
traction carried out adjacent to
existing structure(s) may bring
tiltation, structure f{ailure,
overall settlement, destructur-
ization, collapse, etc of the
structure(s). It is necessary to
establish an analytical method
to describe properly the me-
chanical behaviour of the sur-
rounding ground due to creation
of underground void by carry-

ing out simple model tests and a
series of finite element analy-
ses to simulate the test results.
Four different finite elernent
analyses are required, namely,

elastic element analysis, no-

tension analysis, elastro-plas-
tic element analysis and joint
element analysis: their analyt-
ical results to be compared to
establish (1) deflection of void
pueripheral, (2] extent of plastic
region developed in the sur-

rounding ground, (3] the shape
of surface subsidence and (4) the
ratio of the displacement at the
void crown to the ameunt of
surface subsidence. For elasto-

plastic analysis, a plastic po-

tential parameter which gov-

erns the dilatancy characteris-
tics of ground material will

have to be introduced.

Subsidence is caused mainly
due to heavy precipitation and
saturation during monsoon and
consequent development of
pore pressure in the layer. Pres-
ence of concealed void in the
sub-soil layers becomes active
during rainy season due to
heavy infiltration, also causes
development of pore pressure.
Due to recharging. rise of water
table will enhance the ground
crack propagation, ground
subsidence and setilement.
Similarly, heavy rainfall and
flood will accelerate the disas-
ler instantly. In another way, a
mild earthquake with little
ground vibration may break
down the honeycomb structure
and cause terrilic land settle-
ment, large crater or settlement
trough formation, subsidence,
earthblock collapse, etc., lead-
INg lo a catastrophy and can
create fierce environmental
disaster. So it is strongly rec-
ommended that such activities
of pumping out underground
sub-soil layers should be
stopped immediately.

It seems people are not aware
of the fatal ronsequences that
may occur, Initiatives should be
taken fromm both government
and private levels to gErow
awareness and disseminate
cognizance of the technological
aspects and consequences that
may arise from extraction of
sub-soil layers. Presently there
is no law to restrain one from

such devastating action. Con-

sidering the local conditiohs,
environment and other factors,
local laws are required to be
formulated to curb such detri-
mental activities to save the
area from Llerrific land disaster.

The writer is a teacher at
Bangladesh University of Engi-
neecring & Technology, Dhaka.

MICROCREDIT

‘Not Gone with the Flood Waters

by Md Enamul Haque

In fact, it is not possible to overlook the threat of flood to microfinance. But we cannot

' keep ourselves idle in the situation as well. The calamities like flood, cyclone, drought,

irregular rainfall and political unrest are normal phenomena in Bangladesh. Amidst
these risks and uncertainty we have to do our jobs and
work out collective Strategies for the growth of microfinance.

FTER the longest devas-

tating flood ('98) in

Bangladesh, what will
happen to five million families
related to microcredit pro-
gramme? Will more than 1000
microcredit supplying NGOs
sustain? Will it be possible at
all to realize the due install-
ments because of this flood? All
these questions were and are be-
ing discussed amongst the NGO
communities, the development
scientists and the economists
both at home and abroad.

One of the most famous daily
newspapers of USA, New York
Times, commented some days
ago under a big headline
‘Grameen Dream Washed Away'.
Recently, the Managing Direc-
tor of ASA Md Shafiqual Haque
Choudhury visited USA and
India. He had to encounter a
good number of questions from
Jjournalists on this matter.
Around the world, a rumor was
spread that the microcredit
programmes of Bangladesh

were going to be nearly dimmed.

Just after the deluge, Credit
antl Development Forum (CDF)
and South Asian Network for
Microtinance Initiatives
(SANMFI) jointly conducted a
rapid assessment study on the
impact of flood on microcredit.
The study revealed that 60 per
cent realizable loan amount
could not be recovered during
the flood period. And the credit
portfolio of BRAC, Proshika
and Grameen Bank would be re-
duced to 20 per cent, 30 per cent
and 50 per cent respectively, It
is really alarming il all these
information proved to be true.
For after-flood rehabilitation,
Grameen Bank applied to the
Bangladesh Bank and the In-
ternational Finance Corpora-
tion (IFC) for 200 million USD.
The government of Bangladesh
also agreed to give 40 million
USD to Grameen Bank, re-
payable within one year.

On the other hand, on a pri-
mary demand estimate, Tk
2000 million to Tk 2500 mil-
lion was needed for rehabilita-
tion of the members of NGOs. It
1s true that the big NGOs have
more or less some donors. [t
seems that they would face no
problem even if the government

did not help them. But the -

Grameen Bank would certainly
be at risk, if it did not get UUSD
200 million. However. there is
no denying that the small and
medium NGOs are in danger.
But they will be able to get some
help as PKSF has taken some
constructive and timely mea-
sures to rehabilitate them,
These measures include reha-
bilitation [und raising of Tk 10
million, loan rescheduling, new
loans to the affected borrowers,
Eivin%rl opportunity to the mem-
ers for withdrawing their large
portion of savings, etc,
Recently, CDF organized its
experience sharinfg meeting
{(ESM) in Dhaka, where about
350 NGOs participated. The
participants disclosed that just

after fhe recession of flood the
had brought their groups in fuﬂ
credit discipline and have
meanwhile started credit and
rehabilitation programme suc-

- cesslully. So it is easily under-

stood that due to flood micro-
credit supplying NGOs and
their members did not become
frustrated, neither were ruined
nor reduced their programmes,
rather they have started in full

swing. In fact., programmes
with strong base were not ru-
ined: an the small and

mediun NGOs have amply
proved it. So the rumnor that mi-
crocredit would be ruined was
Just based on mere imagination
or any other corners fabricated
it to donors for more foreign
donations or grants. Many ex-
amples can easily be found in
Bangladesh in facing such types
of calamities without any for-
eign donation.

For instance, ASA, special-
ized in micro credit, has 750
branch /unit offices in 95 areas

. covering 61 out of 64 districts of

the country, where more than
44 districts were affected by the
recent flood. Out of 800 thou-
sand borrowers, about 200
thousand families under 275
unit offices were affected. The
amount of dropped install-
ments (3 to 10) was Tk 70 mil-
lion, Tk 20 million saving was
not deposited and Tk 70 mil-
lion of loan target was not dis-
bursed. How ASA has managed
all these ecan be understood
from the various steps it took as
meritioned below.

Realization of pre-flood in-
stallments ; ASA had no default
loan before the flood. So there
was no sudden large defaulting,
which in fact made it easy to
face the post-flood crisis.

Staying with the affected :
Each and every staff and
worker had stayed with the al-
fected people during the crisis
hour. The staff encouraged
them, assessed their damages,
visited them and also assured
them of necessary rehabilita-
tion,

Decision making trans-
ferred to the field level : The de-
cision-making capacity by as-
sessing the overall situation
was assigned to the field level
stafl so thal they can refund the
members' savings during their
bad times. Members were able
to purchase essential commodi-
ties wilh their withdrawn sav-
ings. ASA has refunded savings
amounting to Tk 220 million to
the poor during floed. because it
believes that the members save
for such crisis periods. But
there are many NGOs, which did
not do so.

Loan resched : ASA had
three to 10 dropped repayment
installments during the flood.
In consultation with the staff,
the members decided to start
repaﬁing these installments af-
ter the end of the loan period:
that is the dropped install-
ments will be treated as realiz-
able afler the end of the current

loan term. For example, a
member has taken a loan in
January '98 then the loan term
would end up in December '98, If

this loanee has 8 dropped in-
stallments due to the flood, the
repayment of eight install-

ments starts from January '99
and will be completed in Febru-
ary ‘99,

Refinancing for rehabilita-
tion : In consultation with the
members, it was decided that
each member would get a loan
of Tk 1000 to Tk 2000 for house
repairing, restarting of previous
business, vegetable cultivation
and other rehabilitation pur-
poses, which would be repaid
within ‘one year. According to
this decision, ASA started
functioning immediately with
available fund without any for-
eign help. Although almost all
the amount of Tk 140 million
received from PKSF was spent
for this special loan pro-
gramme where Tk 200 million
was planned to be provided. One
1nterestinﬂhing is that 90 per
cent members preferred to take
loan instead of relief goods
when they were offered some
relief or a loan.

New loan : Many affected
members were at the end of
their repayment with only one
to five installments due. These
clients were provided with new
loan and that at increased rate,
For example, a loanee, who had
a loan of Tk 6000 and had two
installments due, received a
new loan of Tk 8000 after repay-
ing two due installments. Be-
sides these loan facilities. the
organisation distributed or-
saline and water purifying
tablets free of cost by purchas-
ing with its own fund. By im-
plementing these programmes,
it has faced the flood boldly and
earned the credibility of the
members. Not only that, it has
taken a decision to raise a 'Dis-
aster Management Fund' with
all the surplus amount saved af-
ter each year to face such types
of natural calamities. ASA
thinks that at least Tk 20 mil-
lion to 30 million will be accu-
mulated in this fund every year.

In fact, it is not possible Lo
overlook the threat of flood to
microfinance, Bul we cannot
keep ourselves idle at this situa-
tion as well. The calamities like
flood, cyclone, drought, irregu-
lar rainfall and political unrest
are normal phenomenon in
Bangladesh. Amidst these risks
and uncertainty we have to do
our jobs and work out collective
strategies for the growth of mi-
crofinance. No organization
will have any problem to face
disaster, if it attains capabili-
ties and skill of its own. Orga-
nizations which will attempt to
run their programmes by only
depending on foreign assistance
ignoring their own capability
and efficiency are likely to face
unfortunate possibilities of be-
ing ruined.

The writer is General Man-
ager of ASA

is in. a state of total

anarchy, Students'
violence, teachers' politics,
mismanagement, unac-
countability, inefficiency, dis-
crimination, declining stan-
dard etc have made a mess of
the whole system. Those who
really care about the country,
cannot but worry about the
condition of our educational
institutions which are supposed
to produce future leaders of the
country. This situation is not
created over-night. Many years
of indifference and negligence
have given rise to what seems to
be an unsurmountable diffi-

E DUCATION in Bangladesh

culty now, The factor that -

Seems most responsible for this
gordian knot is the absence of a
realistic, coherent and compre-
hensive education policy.

Drafting an education policy
is the biggest single enterprise
of a government. It encom-
passes whole lot of things rang-
ini_frum ensuring individual
right to education to intellec
tual enlightening of a nation.
The policy, therefore, must be
scientific, balanced, systematic
and up-to-date. An education
policy should exhibit demo-
cratic spirit and uphold the in-
terests of all sects and religions
on an equal basis. The subjects
Erescribed for study should be

elpful in inspiring patriotism
among the learners and should
not contain elements that may
create division among them.
More importantly, the policy-
makers have to take into con-
sideration the demands and
aspirations of the students.

Since early 60's the students
of our country have been bat-
tling relentlessly to realise
their demands. e Pakistani
rulers faced stiffest resistance
from the students as they ig-
nored the 16-point demands of
the students. Shortly after the
independenee the Kudrat-i-
Khuda Commission was consti-
tuted for recasting the educa-
tion system. It's recommenda-
tions could not, however, be
implemented because of the po-
litical turn-up, sadly, the report
of the commission did not re-
flect the aspirations of the stu-
dents. Next time around. one or
two Education Commissions
were set-up but their reports
also never saw the light of the
day. After the exist of the mili-
tary ruler in '90, a 10-point
charter was drawn up in a meet-

Ing of the All-parly Students’

Union at Dhaka University. But
the subsequent government did
not pay much heed to the de:
mands. The basic principle of
these demands made at differ-
ent times was a universal, sci-
entific, secular and demoecratic
education system. The present
ruling party, then in the opposi-
tion, sympathised with the 10
points. Now that the party is in
office, it was generally expected
that this government would
give a careful thought over the
students' demands. But this op-
timism crumbled once aggin as
soon as the particulars of the
new education policy were made
public. In the announced policy,
the long-cherished demands of
the students have as well been
relegated to the backyard. Only
some cosmetic changes have
been made keeping the basic
structure intact.

Now what are there in the 10
points? Why are the successive
governments (rying to brush
aside the demands?

The aim of the 10-point
charter was to protect and pro-
mote the basic rights of the stu-
dents. One of the most eloquent
demands was for a uniform and
one-channel education system.
Al present there are three paril-
lel channels of education — En-
glish medium or private educa-
tion, general education and
Madrasa education. There are
unbridgabel gaps among these
three channels in terms of
gualu}r and contents. The stu-

ents demand that these differ-
eént systems must be brought
under one system based on a
unique syllabus and curricu-
lum. Disparity and class dis-
-crimination at all levels of edu-
cation have to be eliminated to
ensure quality of opportunity.
The new Commission has, how-
ever, given verdict in favour of
keeping the existing systems in-
fact turning a deaf ear to the
demand. In fact, the very seeds
of social discrimination are
embeded in this pluralistic edu-
cation system. Boys and girls of
the affluént upper-class avail
themselves of English medium
education. Children belonging
to the middle class receive gen-
eral education. The poor and
less educated people usually
senid their children to the
madrasas.
When education in our col-

leges and universities is plagued |
with violence, English schools -

and private universities are
enjoying sorme exclusive advan-
tages in this respectl. Politics
has been kept outside the
boundaries of these institu-
tions. Consequently the atino-
sphere prevailing at such places
is apparently education-
friendly. English medium
schoo’ are far in advanced
than general schools as far as
academic standard is con-
cerned. These schools follow
regularly updated British or
American syllabuses and thus
keep the learners in touch with
the latest information or scien-
tific developments. After pass-
ing out the students can ably get
themselves admitied to foreign
universities. Hence the alfluent
families find it convenient to
educate their children in these
establishments. Again, En-
glish-medium education offers
good job opportunities. Boys
and girls fpaasing out from there
do not face much hurdle to
clinch attractive jobs. English-
medium schools are generally
confined to big cities and the
ordinary middle class people
cannot afford to purchase this
costly education.

General education presents a
pitiable picture. There seems no
willingness to end political
bloodshed in the campuses. One
perceptible reason for this
supreme unconcern is that the
children of the privileged sec-
tion are either studying abroad
or in the substitute establish-
ments made for their progeny.
Academic facilities are ex-
tremely inadequate. It has be-
come almost impossible to

rovide basic education, to
earners, not to speak of quality
education. The syllabuses and
methodologies in our colleges
and universities have seen little
change since colonial. More-
over, in most cases, standard of
education has only declined.
The only option left for the
middle class people is to swal-
low this bitter pill.

Madrasa education still re-
mains at where it was. The sort
of education irnparted there has
long outlived its use. Students
passing out with little kpowl-
edge barely add to the tally of
the unemployed youths.

Apart from discriminatory
aspects, three distinct systems
have some detrimental na-
tional implications. Syllabuses
taught
schools are westernized ones

in English-medium

Is Our Education Policy in Conformi

by Sikandar Rana

which do not necessarily up-
hold our own culture, history,
iradition or belief. A study car-
ried out by Tag last year on En-
glish-medium students speak
volumes for their unawareness
of our own history. Many of
them' could not even say cor-
rectly the dates of our indepen-
dence or language movement.
Similar charges can be made
about the Madrasa students.
They concentrate mostly on re-
ligious teachings and seem not
to care a pin for our own litera-
ture, tradition or culture. They
deal with Islamic history of the
middle ages while the history of
our independence is conspicu-
ously agsent from their syl-
labuses. This large segment of
our student population divorced
from our national identity, are,
indeed, ke?in the nation ide-
ologically divided. So to bring
the nation under one umbrella
we need one channel education
system. Though, under the new
Ernjcct. primary education has
een made uniform. we have ev-
ery reason to believe that from
secondary level gaps will keep
widening which may eventually
frustrate the purpose of one

- channel education system.

Again the new Commission
has hardly done anything to re-
duce the gulf of discrimination
among dilferent categories of
establishments. Cadet Colleges,
public schools/colleges, resi-
dential model colleges, private
medical colleges and universi-
ties, unfortunately, contribute

to this discrimination. Accord- .

ing to University Grants Com-
mission’s report '96, the gov-
ernment expenditure per year
on each cadet student is 46
thousand taka, while each uni-
versity student gets a share of
24 thousand taka. Again this
expenditure on each govern-
ment and non-government col-
lege student is 2959 taka and
1089 taka respectively. This
only gives us a peep into the
abyss of discrimination. A poor
economy like ours hardly can
afford lﬁE luxury of expending
such huge amount of magney on
a handful of cadet college stu-
dents. Besides there are a good
many expensive private institu-
tions in the country, and it
seems. The government, is not
likely to incur the wrath of the
elite people by meddling with
these institutions.

By giving encouragemernt to
private universities and medi-
cal colleges the new Commis-
sion may help accelerate the
process of privatisation and
commercialisation of educa-
tion. Admission in these insti-
tutions is made on huge dona-
tions. There is no provision in
ithe Commission's report to
guarantee entry ol not-so-well-
off meritorious students there.
Currently private universities
are attracting teachers f{rom
the state-funded universities
who find it lucrative to teach
there on part time basis. This
definitely has some negative
impact on our university educa-
tion. '

The students demanded that
education must be universal
and open. The state has to en-
sure education for every body

and talent should enjoy the
right to higher education. But
the new policy runs counter o
such demands. It has been sug-
gested that students willing to
carry on higher education will
have to have financial capabil-
ities. Again there are obvious
suggeslions to place limitation
on higher education to down-
size the number of educated
youths to as many as can be ac-
commodated in job sectors.
This is unfortunate, The pur-
ose of education is to create
tter humans. Through educa-
tion one enlarges his/her inner
sphere and attatns maturity
which iminensely helps
him/her in practical lile. But in
this case educatlon has been
shown barely as a job-hunting
instrument.
The students voiced their
demangd for a scientific and sec-

ular education system — a Sys-

ternt which can not favour or

ty with Demands of Time?

five preferential treatmment to
any group of citizens on the ha-
sis ol their religious or other
affiliations. Which endeavours
to secure equality of right and
opportunity to people of all
faiths casfe and creed. But their
cries were lost in wilderness.
The new Commission has not
only renewed the licence to
madrasa education, but also
advocated setting up of new
madrasas for women. Moral is-
sues have been brought forth in
justifying madrasa education,
but in reality, madrasas are
also blamed for allowing igno-
rance, superstition and [anati-
cism to spread. They attach
more importance on spiritual
teachings and care less about
teaching science. Living in an
age ol science one does not see
any reason why such a system
should be promoted any fur-
ther. Mentionably in Turkey
madrasa education has been

banned by bringing a bill in the
Parliament.

Surprisingly enough, the
government subsidies in the
madrasas are more than those
in non-government schools or
colleges. 32.95 per cent of the
revenue budgel made. for non
government schools, colleges
and madrasas go to 5,785
madrasas while 11,370 schools
and colleges get 52.82 per cent.
Per head expenditure in a gov-
ernment madrasa is 7603 taka
while that in a government col-
lege is only 2959 taka. This is
hightime madrasa education
was assitmmilated in general
education. But the government
seems disinclined because of
the perils involved in it. A step
towards this end may kickup
political issues. What the gov-
ernment can do at the moment
is to bring about extensive
changes to make madrasa edu-
cation more useful.
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