DHAKA -MONDAY, JANUARY 25 1999

SpOl’t s o T e S S —
| Betisholdon | Fylham send Aston Villa crashing

for dour draw

14 The Dhrily St

Simpson stands by rule
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Muralitharan's bowling action  on the trio. in media reports." Simpson Javier Clemente's side. who

behaviour of Villa striker Stan

two years ago, said Sunday the
rule regarding "throwing"” is
clear and there is no need to
change it.

"The law is absoclutely per-
fect.” Simpson said. "We tried to
rewrite the law in the 1960s and
tried to define what was a
throw. What we have to be care-
ful of is not to make it too diffi-
cult.

“To my mind there is no dif-
ference between overstepping
the mark, going wide of the
crease or throwing. They're all
illegal deliveries."”

Muralitharan was no-balled
in the one-day match at Ade-
laide Oval on Saturday by Aus-
tralian umpire Ross Emerson,
who also called him three years
ago in a one-dayer in Brisbane.

It was the first time this tour
the off-spinner had come up
against one of the three offi-
cials from the 1995-96 tour.

Darre]ll Hair stood himself
down from Sri Lanka's
matches. Tony McQuillan, who
also called Muralitharan three
years ago, officiated Saturday
with Emerson.

Simpson, now Australia's
representative on the [CC panel
for suspect bowling actions,
also says the current review
procedure needs reforming.

He has already reommended
the nine-man panel meet face to
face regularly. rather than sim-
ply wateh videotapes of a
bowler's action and decide its
legality by telephone hookup.

Along with Muralitharan,

Under 1CC procedures, the
Indian and Sri Lankan boards
were asked to undertake reme-
dial action with their players.

Chauhan did so, submitted
the relevant tapes, was given
the OK and returned to the In-
dian team after being stood
dowr.

Muralithran also received a
c¢lean bill of health but at no
sltage did Sri Lanka stand him
dowr.

Simpson said he hadn't
heard from the panel about
Dharmasena, who has played
since. '

Last week, after media re-
ports that Muralitharan's ac-
tion had again been reported in
Australia. the ICC took the ex-
traordinary step of issuing a
statement to impress that a
bowler is never cleared.

"It is public knowledge that
Muralitharan's action was re-
ferred to the panel in late 1997."
it read. :

Al that time, the panel de-
termined on the video evidence
available to them, that his ac-
tion was fair. Subsequently, it
has been reported that Mu-
ralitharan has been 'cleared’ by
the 1CC.

"The panel can only decide

on what has, happened, not.

what may happen. Boards and
players understand that an um-
pire can apply Law 24 2, or the
above process can be reacti-
vated, at any time, but without
an umpire prejudging the situa-
tion.”

said. "The umpire's job is to en-
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force the laws of the game.

'It's made more difficult by

the fact that people want to
bring emotion into it. It's a no-
ball and doesn’t conform to the
rules of the game."

Muralitharan's rubbery
wrist and elbow deformity
make for one of the strangest
bowling actions, and one of the
most hotly debated.

S5ri Lanka has never ac-
cepted the notion that it may be
illegal, that his arm straightens
upon delivering the ball, while
S0me umpires are convinced he
should be banned.

_I_fnderstandjng 'The Wall'

NEW DELHI, Jan
24 : Indian cricket
needs at least one
¥ Mohinder Amar-
nath every decade
lor a variety of
One, to personify a

reasons.
manic devotion to the game
that guarantees resilience.

Amarnath played his first Test
against Australia in 1969-70
and scored a one-day hundred
against the West Indies in 1988
nearly 19 years later. Another,
to face fast bowlers abroad. In
Rahul Sharad Dravid, it would
not be wrong to say we have
found an Amarnath for the new
millennium. This can be judged
by his performance in the just
concluded New Zealand tour,

despite the treatment meted out -

to him by the selectors over the
last four years.
A player whao has a better av-

straight, has a high backlift
and plays the pull shot with a
iot of flourish. The fact that he
carefully nurtured and built his
game around a sound technigue
when players have managed
without it in the domestic cir-
cuit speaks volumes about his
sense of inner discipline which
has botne fruit in Test cricket,
Added to this is the charis-
matic ghnt in his eyve that con-
veys the intensity of his focus
on the game. That intensity,
hen performing well, does not
ome across as a dour, self-con-
scious inward-looking preoccu-
pation. in the manner of San-
lay Manjrekar that indicated a
dread of failure, but rather a
conlident awareness that one is
capable of greater things.
The distinctive demeanour
and his bovish good looks have
made him a pin-up idol in the

tors insist that he cannot play
big shots, Thﬂf would have
known better if they bothered to
heed his reputation for big-hit-
ting in Bangalore. Of course, be-
ing the blaster in provincial
cricket is no indication that a
player can manage it atl the in-
ternational level, But, for a
player with his kind of tech-
nique, strokeplay is bound to
spring from growing confi-
dence.

There is no reason to believe
that a player who collared Al-
lan Donald and Lance Klusener
in an innings of 148 in a Test
match cannot learn to do the
same in the one-day game. In
any case, his strike rate in one-
day cricket is 66 runs per 100
balls faced at an average of 34.5
per innings which is quite re-
markable for a batsman batting
at one drop.

were missing discarded Bragzil-
ian Denilson and former Ajax
winger Finidi George, made
their delensive intentions clear
from the start, packing the mid-
field and rarely looking to ven-
ture forward.

And their safety-first policy
saw them clinch the point they
came for as in-form Athletic
found no way through.

The closest either side came
to breaking the deadlock was on
20 minutes, when a bout of
nerves from Betis keeper
Joaquin Valerio, preferred to
regular number one Toni Prats.
almost gifted the home side the
lead.

Valerio, attempting to beat
away a cross drifting in from
the left, succeeded only in de-
flecting the ball onto the cross-
bar.

Julen Guerrero reacted first
to the loose ball but Valerio
mandaged to recover in time to
block his goal-bound header.

Valerio was forced to make
way for Prats five minutes later
after picking up a thigh strain
arid thereafter Lthe Betis defence
looked a lot more secure.

As Athletic lired, Betis had
marginally the better of the
secorid half, with Oli Perez
twice going close with snap
sholts.

But the game always seemed
to be heading for a draw and a
395,000 crowd whistled both
sides off the [ield at the end.

Super Eagles
stay atop

CAIRO, Jan 24; Goals by
Garba Lawal and Finidi George
gave Nigeria a 2-0 victory over
Burundi on Saturday and
moved the 1996 champions
atep Group 5 in African Cup
qualifying, reports AP,

The 1994 champions, who
withdrew the week before the
1986 tournament and were
banned from the 1998 finals be-
cause of it, improved to 1-1-0
and four points. one ahead of
Burundi.

The match was one of four
Salurday, part of a slate of 13
scheduled for the weekend in
African Cup qualifying play.

In other matches Saturday,
Eritrea and Cameroon played 1o
a 0-0 draw in Group 1, Mauri-
tius drew 1-1 with 1996 cham-
pions and 19898 runners-up
South Africa, and Senecgal and
Burkina Faso drew 1-1 in Group

Collymore which oversha-
dowed events in Birmingham,
reports AFP,

The temperamental striker
apparently stormed away from
Villa Park before kick-off after
learning he was only on the
substitutes' bench for Lhe
match.

Villa manager John Gregory
refused to comment when asked
il he felt let down by the action
of Collymore, who had com-
Elained about his role as only a

it-part player in midweek.

'l don't want to comment on
that situation at the moment,"
said Gregory. "We're desperately
trving to find out what's the
matter with him but he's not in-
jured.”

Collymore's day at Villa now
look nuinbered, with a possible
swap deal involving Atletico
Madrid’'s Juninho on the cards,

Without him on Saturday
Villa were thoroughly embar-
rassed by Second Division lead-
ers Fulham, who scored first
half goals through Simon Mor-
gan. a self-confessed fan of Vil-
la’s bitter city rivals Birming-
ham, and a deflected free-kick
by the outstanding Steve Hay-
ward, :

“This takes us on to the next
stage and it tells us all, not least
out fans, that we're going
places," sald Keegan. whose side
beat Southampton in the previ-
ous round.

John Collins' Swansea, in-
spired by their waddling mascot
Cyril the Swan', bravely held
out for 81 minules against
Premiership side Derby before
Revin Harper headed the only
goal of the match to end the
Welsh side's cup dream.

A spectacular overhead ef-
fort by Robbie Earlie gave
Wimbledon the lead at home to
Tottenham after 61 minutes but
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9-man M(;n;i(jo
beaten on
penalties

FARIS, Jan 24(Reuters/In-
ternet): Five times winners
Monaco had two players sent
ofl and went out of the French
Cup first round 5-4 on penalties
to second division strugglers
Amiens on Saturday.

Monaco were the sixth top
flight side eliminated, a]ti'u}u;j]}'l
1996 winners AJ Auxerre went
out 2-0 in an all-first division
clash at record 10 times win-

s brilliance was malched by
trenchman David Ginola 1]
minutes later,

The Tottenham winger, ae-
cused of diving by Wimbledon
after the league mateh between
the two sides last week, turned
the Wimbledon  defence inside
out betore crashing a 25-metre
etlort into the net to earn Spurs
a4l deae.

Chiris Armstrong wasted
several good chances for Tot-
tenthani, who must now play
Wimbledon for a sixth time this
season. The lwo sides also meet
i two-legged League Cup semi-
final starting this Wednesday.

Noel Whelan chipped Cove-
ntry into the lead at Pre-
riership rivals Leicester after
16 minutes the visitors had
Dutchman George Boateng sent
ofl just before (1% interval
shortly allerwards Emile Hes-
key won Leicesicr a perialty but
Matt glliott botched his spot-

Froggatt sealed Coventry's 3-0
victory late on.

Portsmouth who beat Pre-
miership outfit Nottingham
Forest in the last round
shocked Premiership high-rid-
ers Leeds at Fratton Park by
taking 10th minute lead
through Luke Nightingale

But Leeds were level 60 sec-
onds later through central de-
fender David Wetherall and
went in [ront after 17 minutes
when lrishman lan Harte net-
ted.

Australian Harry Kewell
made it 3-1«five minutes after
nall-time and late strikes by
Bruno Riberio and Clyde Wijn-
hard completed a 5-1 rout.

Blackburn's goalkeeper
John Filan was stretchered off
with his neck a brace after a
collision with First Division
sunderlands Niall Quinn in the
first half at Ewood Park.

Blackburn suffered a fuirther

tspur's and Wimbledon.

— AP/UNB photo

winner four minutes later
through with a fine effort from
Keith Gillespie.

First Division Bradford
started brightly against New-
castle at St Jame's Park but
were eventually outclassed 3-0.
German Dietmar Hamann, Eng-
land captain Alan Shearer and
Georgian Temuri Ketsbaia scor-
ing the goals.

Nick Barmby scored a rare
goal for Everton at Goodison
Park to give them a 39th minute
lead against First Division Ip-
swich. The home side has Ital-
lan delender Marco Materagzi
sent off for two yellow cards in
the second half but held out.

Italian Benito Carbones 35
metre dipper was the highlight
of Sheffield Wednesday's 2-0
home win over Stockport.

First Division Sheffield
United recovered from 3-1 down
to force extra time at Division
Two side Notts County before

erage when playing away, espe-  Ravi Shastd mould and landed One wonders whether drop- 5 riers Olympique Marseille, Kick. blow when defender Jeff Kenna  Brazilian Marcelo scored his
ciaﬁy when most other Indian  him with huge endorsement ping Dravid had anything to do ' - _ Toulouse bowed to fifth di- Goals on the counter attack  was red-carded midway through second of the match to give the
batsmen are flat-track bullies contracts ranging from shoes to  with the presence of seven Kar- The Sierra Leone-Togo vision anlateurs Jura Sud Foot from Paul Teller and Steve  the second half but sccared* the  visitors a 4-3 win.

at home who turn into jelly on
bristling wickets abroad A
player who has the stodgy de-
termination to fluster and irri-
tate the quicks, being prepared
to take body blows: a player
who has not only the Indian
fans but others as well. Dravid
is all this, and much more.
Nicknamed “The Wall." he is
most dependable in the face of
adversity, has shown in his
brief career a brilliant ability
to counter-attack fast bowlers
when his confidence-level is
high and is the only player
a%art from Sachin Tendulkar
who has better batting averages
abroad than at home.
~ What makes Dravid special
1S not merely his technique but
the will to succeed at the inter-
national level, much like 2
youthful Kapil Dev, and his ap-
petite for runs is reminiscent of
Mohammad Azharuddin in his
ounger days. His technique
as drawn accolades from
commentators like Geoffrey
Boycott, Sunil Gavaskar and
Richard Hadlee. Stylish and
purposeful in every move. he
has as elegant a stance as Kim
Hughes. He prefers to play

Quésﬁon mark
over Stan’s
Villa future

BIRMINGHAM. England,
Jan 24(Reuters/Internet):A
major question mark is hang-
ing over Stan Collymore's fu-
ture with Aston Villa after his
mystery absence from the
shock F.A. Cup 2-0 home defeat
against second division Ful-
ham.

Villa manager John Grego
was expected to have talks wi:?:

martdalade. Incidentally, he
wears a T-shirt that reads:
'Cricket is life. The rest is mere
detail.

‘'In what is probably his last
comeback after being dropped,
Dravid has displayed an amaz-
ing run of consistency in the
ongoing New Zealand tour, He
gave India a glimmer of a
chance for viclory in the
Hamilton Test by scoring a
mammoth 190 and followed it
up with a 103 not out in the sec-
ond innings of the same Test.
He made it three centuries 11 a
row by scoring a breezy 123 not
out (off 123 balls) in the first
one-day international and fol-
lowed that up with two more
brisk 50s. Dravid's performance
should silence the selectors,
who confidently maintained
throughout last year that he
was slow to adapt to the one-day
game,

How the selectors mustered
the nerve to drop a player of his
calibre is hard to understand
considering that Dravid always
fulfilled the criterion for selec-
tion in India — consistency. In
1997-1998, Dravid scored [.207
Test runs at an average of 57.47
with 12 fifties and one century,
His only weakness at the time
was his inability to convert his
20s into 100s. He was dismissed
four times in the 90s and twice
between 80 and 100 in the pe-
riod 1996-98 and yet found
himself bein dropped for the
Inajor one-day international
tournaments in 1998 allegedly
for slow scoring. ~

What puzzles the cricket en-
thusiast is how the selectors
miss identifying the long-term
worth of a player like Dravid.
Yes, he found it difficult to ro-

Jate the strike — the ability to
play with soft hands — which is
crucial in one-day cricket.

Ironically, Dravid missed
out on Test centuries on many

™

nataka players in India's squad

-

RAHUL DRAVID
of 14 between 1996 and '98.
Given the zonal pressures on
the selection policies, the pres-
ence of Karnataka players like
Anil Kumble,

Javagal Srinath, Venkatesh
Prasad, Sunil Joshi, Dodda
Ganesh and David Johnson at
various times in the Indian
team may have simulated pres-
sure to ease Dravid out on some
pretext.

On a less conspiratorial
note, Dravid may have faced the
axe for the selector's impatience
to catch up with the revolution
in the one-day game orches-
trated by Sri Lanka's Sanath
Jayasuriva, who has forced
other teams to adopt the strat-
egy of hitting over the infield in
the first 15 overs,

Dravid is crucial to India's
World Cup plans since he stems
the damage to the innings,
should Tendulkar or Saurav
Ganguly be dismissed early.

match has been pestponed in-
definitely due to the civil war in
the West Alrican nation.

The rest of the matches were
scheduled for Sunday: Ghana
vs. Mozambique., Guinea vs.
Morocco, Republic of Congo vs.
Mali, Ivory Coast vs. Namibia,
Angola vs. Gabon, Congo vs,
Kenya, Madagascar vs. Zambia,
Liberia vs. Uganda and Algeria
vs. Tunisia.

in Abeockuta, Nigeria, the
Supper Eagies 2-0 victary
marked the debut Thijs Litregt
as Nigeria' manager. They have
a month before going to Senegal
for their third round match.

At Curepipe, Mauritius, De-
sire Periatembee's tally in the
29th minute earned Mauritius
the 1-1 draw and their first
peints in qualifying for the
2000 finals.

South Africa's Philemon
Masinga put Bafana Bafana
ahead in the 45th minute and
the draw put them atop Group 4.
However, Gabon could move
back ahead on Sundayv with a
draw or victory over Angola.

At Dakar, Senegal, Alain
Nana came up with a series of
stunning saves to preserve
BL}rkina Faso's draw with Sene-
gal.

Nana blocked a flurry of
Senegalese shots in the closing
minutes after Burkina Faso
midfielder Brahima Korbeogo
scored the equalizer in the 54th
minute, :

Senegal dominated the first
hall, earning several opportu
nities before attacker Falif
Keita struck in the 29th minute.
After the break. however, Burk-
ina Faso's young attackers ral-

lied before lapsing in the final *

minutes,

"The Senegalese side was
very athletic and pushed us to
the limits and it was a difficult
game, but we were able to pull
off a goal and an acceptable re-

from the Alpine region 8-7 on
penalties following a 1-1 draw
after extra time,

Amiens pgoalkeeper Julien
Lachuer saved from debutant
Oli Courville. a junior plaving
because of a Monaco sickbay
full of defenders, alter the
tearmns had finished 1-1 after
exira time,

Striker Xavier Chalier pul
Amiens, 17th in division two,
in front in the sixth minute and
formmer French internaticiial
midlielder Sabri Lamouchi
equalised with a 25-metre drive

"10 minutes later.

In the 26th minule, Monaco
midfielder Sylvain Legwinski
fouled Chalier in the box and
was sent off following an earlier
vellow card.

Monaco's reserve goalkeeper .

Jean-Marie Aubry, standing in
for the injured Fabien Barthez.
saved the penalty taken by
David Francois.

Lamouchi was dismissed in
the 59th minute for a second
bookable offence.

Florian Maurice opened
Marseille's scoring with a
penalty in the 26th minute fol-
lowing a push on Christophe
Dugarry and Fabrizio Ravanelli
headed the second in the 39th.

Jura Sud’'s hero was goal-
keeper Roland Nicod, who con-
verted his teamn's 11th spot kick
in a marathon shootout and
then saved Toulouse's, taken by
his opposite number Philippe
Schuth.

Bolivia, USA
friendly today

SANTA CRUZ, Bolivia. Jan
24 [AP): When Bolivia and the
UInited States face off on Sun-
day in a international friendlv,
it won't be a major clash of cul-
tures.
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An aerial tussle during the FA Cup encounter between

Newcastle United and Bradford City.

— AP/UNB photo
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Isaac stops Levi

HIALEAH, Florida, Jan 24
Fifty-eight-vear-old heavy-
weight Levi Forte lost a four-
round decision to Isaac Poole —
a journeyman 20 yvears his ju-
nior, reports AP,

Forte, who has not fought
since 1978, just didn't throw
enough punches to convince the
judges in the four-round bout
Friday night at Milander Audi-
torium.

In fact, Poole, wasn't that
active either. with the bout fea-
turing several moments of both
fighters standing in the middle
of the ring, posing and not
throwing any punches.

Referee Bill Connors repeat-
edly warned Forte and Poole 1o
pick up the pace or risk point
deductions. -

Eventually Poole [(2-14])
scored a few left jabs and left
hooks to win on two judges'
scorecards 40-36 and 39-37. The
third scored the bout 39-39.

Despite the loss, Forle (25-
33-20 believes his performance
earned him a chance to fight
agairi,

"l didn't get knocked out and
[ wasn't hurt,” said Forte, whose
first professional bout was in
1961. "lt's just a matter of pick-
ing up my pace. I-didn't have it
tonight."”

Forte landed an occasional
lelt jab and combination to the
body in the second round.

"You've gol to remember that
I haven't fought in 20 years,” he
said. "For someone my age to go
four rounds should give me a
chance (o light again.”

According to Mike Scionti,
executive director of the Florida
Athletic Commission, Forte's
license to fight was approved in
a Novermnber meeting.
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