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'WB project aims at
better transport
for working women

The World Bank f[unded
Dhaka Urban Transport Project
(DUTP) will take specific
measures to improve transport
for women commuting to work,
reports APB. '

The 177 million dollar pro-
ject intends to accelerate wom-
en's economic and social partic-
ipation by improving public
tsgansport facilities which will
reduce bus congestion and allow
‘'sitting only' buses,

The provision of mini-bus
services for garments workers,
gender sensitive training to
drivers and transport person-
nel, improvement of the condi-
tion of pavements to make it
easier to walk to work, en-
hancement of road safety
through regulated traffic and
construction of more pedes-
trian f=cilities such as bridges
at wne crossings will be encour-

ungder the project.

Much of the available mass
transport services provided by
public and private buses are in-
secure, unreliable, congested
and unsafe, accnrdm% to
Thampil Pankaj. World Bank
task leader for the DUTP.

"Incidents of harassment by
male passengers generally dis-
courage many women from us-

public buses,” he added.

Walking to work and non-
motorised transport trips are
major components of travel

3 killed as bus
hits rickshaw
in Tangail

TANGAIL, Jan 24: Three
people were killed and 12 others
injured in a road accident near
Mirzapur bus stand on Dhaka-
Tangail highway this evening,
reports UNB.

Police said a Dhaka-bound
passenger bus from Cha-
painawabganj hit a rickshaw
and a roadside boundary wall.
Rickshawpuller Mohammad
Khan, 30, and its passenger Ja-
hangir Hossain, 28, died on the
spot.
All the injured were bus pas-
sengers. They were admitted to
Mirzapur Kumudini Hospital.
An unidentified passenger suc-
cumbed to his injuries at the
hospital.

Police seized the bus, but its
driver managed to flee away.

Eléction office
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Doors and windows of the
election office were burnt

par-

tially.
A one-man committee with
Ferdousul Alam. first class

magisirale, was set up to probe
the incident.

No one was arrested till fil-
ing this report tonight.

The deputy commissioner
did not rule out the possibility
of involvement of opposition
political activists. "But it is not
certain”, he said.

Rangamati
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Dhana Barua, 35, Abul Kalam,
34, Ashok Chandra Barua, 34,
Selim, 18, Zafar Ahmed, 38,
Abul Kashem Mistry, 40, Ban-
cha Mia, 40. Hossain, 26.
Harun, 16, Aminul Islam, 19
Mohammad Ali, 19, Abdul
Mannan Bhandari, 56, Sobhan,
13, Mustafa, 26, Shafi, 18. Mo-
taleb, 24, Hemayet, 30, Idrs, 25,
Mohammad Shafi, 40, Rafiqul
Islam, 18, Yusuf Ali, 21, Delwar
Hossain, 25, Maksudur Rah-
man, 21, Abdul Malek, 26, Al-
fazuddin, 25, and Jahangir
Alam, 25.

They were taken to the local
police station for interrogation,
police said,

Govt has time
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Commissioner, why he should
be allowed to cling to the post,"
questioned the BNP leader.

Presiding over the meeting
at the Jatiya Press Club audito-
rium, Bhuiyan said the four-
point demand was raised by the
opposition not to capture power
or dislodge the government but
to ensure fairness of the polls
and uphold the spirit of democ-
TEes

»f

Bixy chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia was present at the
discussion meeting,

Party senior vice-president
Prof AQM Badruddoza Chowd-
hury said the popularity of
Awami League has ‘declined to
20 per cent' for its misdeeds and
misrule.

Referring to the Prime Min-
ister's Sheikh Hasina's claim
he said it was Awami League
which has deprived the people
of their right to food and vote.

Terming the late president
Ziaur Rahman as the most
popular leader, Chowdhury said
Zia had succeeded where Awami

Lcaﬂ_\e failed.
"He had introduced the mul-
tparty democracy ending one-
party rule of BKSAL and pro-
duction-oriented politics by
uniting all the political parties.
Among others, Khondaker
Mosharraf Hossain, Mir
Shawkat Ali, Justice Habibul

Islam Bhuiyan, Prof Yusuf -

Haider, Prof Jasimuddin
Ahmed, Shajahan Siraj and

Prof Jahanara Begum took part
in the discussion.

patterns specifically for women
in Dhaka. Between 1981 and
1998, female labour force par-
ticipation in Dhaka increased
from 4 per cent to nearly 18 per
cent.

A survey of women garments
workers who constitute the ma-
jority of Dhaka's female work-
force found that 66.7 per cent
indicated verbal and physical
harassment as the major prob-
lem in commuting.

Some 60 per cent of these
garments workers walk to their
workplace, spending two hours
in addition to their 12-hour
work schedule.

Hasina to open
Calcutta Book
Fair Wednesday

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will leave for the Indian
State of West Bengal on a three-
day visit on Wednesday to inau-
gurate the Calcutta Book Fair
and receive an honorary degree,
D. Lit, from Viswa Bharati Uni-
versity, reports UNB.

Hasina will inaugurate the
Book Fair and deliver a speech
on Wednesday. Bangladesh is
the theme country of this year's
Calcutta Book Fair.

She will also attend the
openin ceremony of
Bangladesh Gate.
Bangladesh pavilion there.

- On Thursday, the Prime
Minister " will go to Viswa
Bharati University where for-
mer Indian Prime Minister IK
Gujral would receive her.

e B adesh Prime Min-
ister would be conferred on D,
Lit by Viswa Bharati University
at a special convocation.

She will also visit Tagore's
home and museum,

Later, the Prime Minister
will fly to Churulia to visit the
birthplace of national poet Kazi
Nazrul Islam. She will be given
a reception there.

During her stay in Calcutta,
West Bengal Chief Minister Jy-
oti Basu and Indian External
Alfairs Minister Jaswant Singh
will call on the Bangladesh
Prime Minister.

West Bengal Governor Dr AR
Ridwal will host a reception in
honour of the Prime Minister at
Ra{ Bhaban while the Mayor of
Calcutta will accord a civic re-
ception to her at the Town Hall.

The Prime Minister will
meet the press before her depar-
ture for Dhaka on Friday.

More than 50 journalists
from national news agencies
and newspapers will travel by

bus to Calcutta to cover the .

Prime Minister's visit.

ALPP meets
today

A meeting of the Awami
League Parliamentary Party
(ALPP) will be held at its meet-
ing room in the Sangsad Bha-
ban at 2:30 pm today, reports
UNB.

Leader of the House and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
will preside over the meeting.

Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah has requested all Awami
League MPs to attend the meet-
ing.

JP situation
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arises out of it, 1 might look
into it. But the Constitution
does not require any interven-

“tion on my behalf." the Speaker

said.

Sources close to Ershad said
they were expecting almost all
to tollow his directive, barrin
former JP Secretary Genera
and communications minister
Anwar Hossain Manju, who
had been relieved of his pri-
mary membership of the party
recently.

Ershad aides said they were
able to get hold of four to five
MPs available in Dhaka who
had received the whip by the JP
sSupremo.

The letter was mailed to oth-
ers stad‘,'ing out of Dhaka. But
the aides could not say how
many actually received the let-
ter.

On the other hand, the JP
dissidents led by minister
Manju quietly took stock of the
situation, discussing the legal
aspects of defying the whip. 513
Presidium member Kazi Firoz
Rashid has already said defiant
MPs would risk losing their
seats.

It's a hoax in legal terms.
Ershad cannot deliver a whip
like that. The decision was not
taken at a meeting of the JpP
parliamentary party nor did it
come from the parliament
whip,” said one of the dissident
MPs, speaking anonymously.

But it remained a closely
guarded secret whether the dis-
sidents would defy the whip. In
that case it would be a show of
st:enlgth. something the dissi-
dent leader Manju is not willing
to face at the moment.

He wants to go slow, quietly
winning more MPs who are not
happy with Ershad's leadership
and his tilt towards the BNP, a
source close to the minister
said.

Besides, the source said.
most MPs were yet to return to
capital after the Eid holidays
and unlikely to attend the ses-
sion today which would imme-
diately go into a four-day recess
after the presidential address.
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western side of Sadarghat polluting thfr Buriganga wa
effluents of a market at Kaliganj in Keraniganj thana. An unplanned urbanis

S e

ters. The sewer carry the
ation is taking place on the other side of
going to be linked when Babupura bridge is completed in near future, — Star Photo by Anisur Rahman

Party govt has no right

to recast EC: PM

KUSHTIA, Jan 24: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina today
rejected the four-point demand
ol the BNP-led opposition and
urged all to keep their respec-
tive areas hartal-free, reports
UNB.

"The four-point demand of
the ::H:apnsitiun is illogical and
aimed at creating loopholes for
rigging,” she told a huge public
meeting at Talbaria in Mirpur
thana of the district two days
ahead of a countrywide shut-
down called by the BNP-led op-
position for January 26.

The Prime Minister arrived
here to open a second phase of
the Gorai River Restoration
Project, to ensure the flows of
the river in dry season through
dredging its silted bed.

She questioned the justifi-
cation ol calling hartal by the
opposition parties on the day
set for filing nominations for
the February 23-25 poura polls.
"What is the issue, why they are
calling this hartal?"

[.alkhan
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the madrassah and entry was

very much restricted for out-
siders, he said.

All the students of that
madrassah hailed from far
flung areas and none was a Jo-
Ea@dnne. the ward commissioner
said.

The madrassah was set up in
1979.

More documents
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monthly publication is the
mouthpiece of the extremist

group.

They are Mozzamel,
Shafayet Hossain, Monir
Ahmed and Mahfuzur Rahman.

Their father Sheikh Akram
Hossain hails from Kashadia,
Khulna.

In Khulna, Farid'is known
for his public seminars on reli-
gious-political issues.

Police also continued their
hunt for Maulana Abdur Rah-
man, the alleged trainer of the
extremist group, the sources
said.

Rinku, another arrested
from Barisal, is yet to be
brought to Dhaka for interro-
galion.

A CID team returned from
Feni yesterday. Another team
leff for Chittagong yesterday to
nab other suspects.

Dismissing all their four
points one alter another the
Prime Minister categorically
said the government has noth-
ing to do with these demands
which do not speak for any
problem of the people.

They are not thinking about
the people’'s problems rather
looking for the scope to go to
power by stealing votes,” she
said.

About the opposition de-
mand for resignation of the
Chief Election Commissioner,
the Prime Minister made it
clear that it is a constitutionai
post and as head of government
she has no right to ask the CEC
to step down.

About recasting of the
Election Commission, Hasina
said only the President or head
ol a caretaker government
could recast the election com-
mission, the party government

has no right to do that.
Replying to the demand of

‘volers' identity card, she urged

the people to remain alert and
take their cards with due¢ re-
sponsibility,

On the last demand ot the
opposition, she said the present
government did not arrest any-
one with political motives. It
has only arrested the "terror-
ists, criminals, women viola-
tors and anti-social elements,
not a single political worker."

‘But if the opposition de-
mands for the release of the
criminals, as head of govern-
ment | cannot do that," she said.
adding that law will take its
own course as the judiciary is
totally independent.

She said all elections held
under this government were
free and fair and assured that
the coming polls would also be
neuiral and impartial.

|

LSpecial trains for
Biswa Ijtema

Bangladesh Railway has
made arrangement io operate
special trains in different
routes of the country to facili-
tate the movement of Muslim
devotees of the Biswa ljtema,
reports UNB,

The three-day ljtema, the
second largest Muslim congre-
gation after hajj, will begin on
January 30 on the bank of the
River Turag in Tongi.

According to a BR press re-
lease issued here yesterday, two
special trains will run from
Mymensingh to Tongi while
two others from Akhaura to
Tongi and Bhairabbazar to
Tongi on January 30 and 31.

One special train will leave
Mymensingh at 11.30 am while
another at 8.10 pm for Tongi.

A special train will depart
Akhaura at 1.20 pm for Tongi
while another will leave
Bhairab at 11.20 pm.

Hesides, five special trains
will run from Dhaka to Tongi at
8.45 am, 9.10 am, 10.05 am.
10.25 am and 10.50 am on
February 1, the day of ‘Akheri
Munajat'. '

Four special trains will run
from Tongi to Dhaka at 12,30
pm, 1.30 pm, 2,10 pm and 3.50
pm on the day.

On the same day, two special
trains will run from Tongi to
Akhaura at 12.30 pm and 5.00
pm. And four other special

Jtrains will operate at 12.35 pm,

1.10 pm, 3.20 pm and 8.50 pm
from Tongi to Mymensingh on
the day.

The Railway authorities
have also made arrangement to
operate two special trains from
Tongi to Mymensingh at 1.40
pm and 10.50 pm on February 2.

On the same day, two other
trains will run from Tongi to
Akhaura and Bhairabbazar at
9.35 am and 2.10 pm respec-
tively,

Besides, all Dhaka-bound
inter-city and mail trains will
halt for two minutes at Tongi

Station,
Ulema
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Jalalabadi, a Central Commit-
tee member of the Parishad.

They said, Hakkani Ulegas
and their educational institu-
tions never believe and support
the “wrong thoughts" as regards
Islam.

They called upon all
madrassah feachers and stu-
dents to be united against the
religious extremists,

arrives at her hotel January 23. L
Independent Council Kenneth Starr
| US President Bill Clinton.

WASHINGTON, DC: Monica Lewinsky (R) is escorted h:,r an unidentified aide as she
ewinsky was called to return to _Washingtuﬁn by
for further questioning in the impeachment trial of

— AFP photo

Transport owners
block Dhaka-Aricha
highway today

MANIKGANJ, Jan 24: Hun-
dreds of Dhaka-bound passen-
gers from 86 northern and
southern districts were
stranded at Aricha and Daulat-
dia ghats as no buses plied on
Dhaka-Aricha highway today,
reports UNB,

The road communication
was disrupted from dawn-to-
dusk over a feud between the
leaders of transport owners and
workers association.

The owners' association
blocked the highway keeping
vehicles haphazardly at Savar
and Nayarhat.

The barricade was with-
drawn after 7 pm.

Police sald some leaders of
transport owners' association
were reportedly assaulted by a
group of workers on January
22

In retaliation, agitated
members of the owners' associ-
ation bealt up some workers
mercilessly at Islampur in
Dhamrai thana disrupting the
road communication for last
three days.

Hartal extended
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maruzzaman represented the
Jatiya Party and the Jamaat-e-
Islami respectively at the meet-
ing. A third BNP leader Sham-
sul Islam was also present.

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Mohammad Abu Hena
could not be reached for com-
ment.

The hartal was aimed to re-
sist the election process, partic-
ularly to prevent aspirants
from filing nomination papers.

The opposition parties have
said they would not let the elec-
lion take place without their
participation, which depends
on meeting their four demands,
including resignation of the
Chief Election Commissioner.

They also want the govern-
ment to "stop repression” on
oppositton activists, The ruling
Awami League has already re-
jected the demands.

. Plot to assassinate

NEW DELHI, Jan 24: Indian
police have arrested four Sikh
militants and charged them
with planning to assassinate
Home Minister Lal Krishna Ad-
vani and two other prominent
figures, the United News of In-
dia said today, reports AFP.

Police in the northern state
of Punjab said they arrested one
‘terrorist trained in Pakistan
and his three accomplices and
seized explosives from them."

State police chief PC Dogra
told reporters the suspects be-
lnnﬁﬁd to the Babbar Khalsa
Sikh guerilla group, which was
active during a 1983-1991 sepa-
ratist campaign against Indian
rule in Punjab.

"The terrorists were in the
process of logistical planning to
target Advani. Hindu leader Bal
Thackeray and KPS Gill," who
was the police chief of Punjab

when the separatist drive was at

its height.

Dogra said police were also
hunting for two more Sikh mil-
itants of the six-member assas-
sination team who had crossed
over from Pakistan into Pun-
jab.

J Another report says, police
launched a manhunt today for a
Hindu militant in eastern India
after arresting 47 other suspects

900 days to recount
votes of two
centres

The verdict of an election
tribunal setting aside the elec-
tion of an MP in 1996 came
yesterday when he already en-
joyed the office for half of the
tenure, reports UNB.

It was mere recounting of
votes of two centres that took
more than 900 days to settle the
dispute.

The Divisional Election Tri-
bunal of Dhaka yesterday
struck down the election of Em-
dadul Haque Bhuiyan from
Narayanganj-2 constituency,
said a press release issued by
Advocate Golam Mohiuddin, a
counsel who conducted the case
before the Tribunal,

It said the Tribunal headed
by Mohammad Abul Mansur
declared Ataur Rahman Khan
elected MP in the June 1996
general election from Narayan-
ganj-2 constituency with a
ma.’r[%n of 852 votes:

e verdict came upon re-
counting of votes cast in' two
centres at Domor Char Gov-
ernmen! Primary School and
Shambupura High School.

Indian ministers
asked to declare

'their assets'

NEW DELHI, Jan 24: Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpayee has asked his cabinet
ministers to declare their fam-
ily wealth before the end of this
month, AFP quoting the Press
Trust of India (PTI) reported to-
day.

The prime minister, who
heads a tenuous multi-party
coalition which took office in
March 1998, made the request
in letters to his colleagues, PTI
said.

Vajpayee asked the minis-
ters to detail all "their assets,"
including shops and companies
as well as land and houses
owned by them, their children
and parents, besides details of
bank accounts and deposits.

The request followed a simi-
lar appeal by opposition leader
Sonia Gandhi to leaders of her
Congress party.

Advani: 4 Sikhs held

for the murder of a respected
Australian missionary and his
two sons,

They announced a reward of
25,000 rupees for the arrest of
Dara Singh, who allegedly led
the Hindu mob that burned to
death Graham Stewart Staines,
58, and his sons aged seven and
10 late Friday.

The United News of India
(UNI) quoted police as saying
Dara Singh was a member of
the Hindu militant Bajrang Dal
group which is linked to Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee's
Hindu Nationalist Party.

Staines, an Australian mis-
sionary working with leprosy
patients in India. and his sons
Philip and Timothy, were
Killed when a mob set fire to the
car in which they were sleeping,
in the eastern state of Orissa.

A resident of India for 34
years, Staines headed the evan-
gelical missionary society in
the town of Baripada, Mayur-
bahanj district. which is popu-
lated mainly by poor tribe
members.

Abu Nasir
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or from Delhi police in this re-
gard.

The reports claimed that
four of Nasir's confederates
were from Egypt. two from Su-
dan, and one from Myanmar.
They are still at large, the re-
port said.

“All the seven men crossed
the [:mmus border between
Bangladesh and West Bengal in
October last on their bombing
mission and subsequently
travelled to Madras and Cal-
cutta to survey the US con-
sulates for ﬁusaib]c openings
for an attack,” the New Yor
Times Service quoted Delhi po-
lice as saying.

Nasir also claimed to have
undergone training at a camp in
Afghanistan and met Osama
bin Laden, the report said.

JS session
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Meanwhile, sources in the
government said that the Trea-
sury Bench would move a few
fresh bills during the session.
The fresh ones would include
the Ain Shahajya Bill, 1999,
seeking provisions to extend le-
gal aid to the poor.

Besides, the
likely to take up for reconsider-
ation the Civil Procedure
(amendment) Bill. 1998, passed
in the last session. The Presi-
dent refused to assent the legis-
lation on the ground that it
might contribute to compro-
mising the quality of justice, He
sent it back with a request for
reconsideration.

The legislation, as adopted
by the House, empowered the
district judges and additional
district judges to try 'revision
cases, which is still the sole ju-
risdiction of the High Court Di-
vision of the Supreme Court.

According to sources close to
the law minister, the govern-
ment is likely to get the law
passed during the current ses-
sion with a change under which
only the district judges would
have the power to deal with re-
vision cases.

If the opposition parties l]n::-in
the session at all, the parlia-
ment is likely to witness
stormy debates on various is-
sues including trimming of the
size of the Annual Development
Plan (ADP), government's al-
leged failure to maintain law
and order and alleged repres-
sion on opposition leaders and
activists and price hike of es-
sentials.
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