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Road accidents kill
15 in five districts

At least 15 people were killed
and 87 others injured in sepa-
rate road accidents in Gazipur,
Comilla, Noakhali, Chuadanga

and Mymensingh since Mon-
day, mﬁa U]\l'gh

In Gazipur, at least five peo-
ple were killed and 30 others in-

jured, five seriously, in a road
accident on Dhaka-My-
mensingh highway at Bhogra in
Sadar thana on Monday.

Police said the accident oc-
curred when a Kishoreganj-
bound passenger bus
Dhaka hit a rickshaw and fell
into a roadside ditch at about 10
am. -
Two of the victims were

identified as rickshawpuller
Liton Mia, 28, and Enayet Hos-
sain, 25, of Haimchar in
Chandpur district.

‘Enayet was going to his fa-
ther-in-law's house in Kishore-
ganj to celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr,

l']dentities of the other bodies
could not be ascertained.

The bodies were sent to
Gazipur general hospital
morgue for autopsy.

Five of the injured people
were rushed to Dhaka in criti-
cal condition while othets ad-

“mitted to different hospitals in
Gazipur.

e bus driver managed to

flee the scene.

In Comilla, three people
were killed and four inju in
two accidents in the district on
Dhaka-Chittagong highway on
Wednesday and Thursday, po-
lice and hospital sources said,

They said two people were
killed and four injured when a
timber-laden truck skidded off
the road and fell into a roadside
at Naotala in Chandina thana
on Wednesday.

The dead were identified as
Hajrat, 30, and Buida, 25, of
Jamalpur district.

The injured were admitted to
Comilla sadar hospital and lo-
cal thana health complex.

In another accident on
Tuursday, a speeding bus hit a
motorcycle from behind at
Dowjar in Chouddagram thana

rom.

leaving its rider seriously in-
jured.
" The unidentified rider suc-
cumbed to his injuries on way
to hospital. °

In Noakhali, three members
of a family were killed and
three others injured in a road

accident at Kalyanjee on
Noakhali-Chaumohoni road on

Thursday night.

Police said Kamaluddin, 48,
an inspector of Sirajganj dis-
trict Bangladesh Roads and
Transport Authority, met with
the accident at 8:30 pm when
his private car skidded off the
road and fell into a ditch.

Kamaluddin, his wife
Meherunnessa, 34, and mother
Sharifa Khatun, 70, died on the
spot while his daughters Babli,
12, Irin, 10, and son Al-Amin,
14, were seriously injured. The
injured were admitted to Gen-
eral Hospital. .

‘Three people were killed in
road accidents in Chuadanga on
Monday.

Police said Dulal Mandal,
48, of Masjidpara area in
Chuadanga town was crushed
under the wheels of a truck near
Chuadanga railgate while
Nazrul Islam, 28, of Kashipur
village in Jibannagar thana
were knocked down by a speed-
ing bus in front of Jibannagar
High School.

Forkan Khan, 24, a worker
of Chowdhury Towel Mills of
Jazira thana, was killed when a
Shariatpur-bound bus from Ke-
orakandi hit his bicycle at
about 5 pm on Monday.

One person was killed and 50
others were injured, 10 criti-
cally, in a road accident of
Dhaka-Mymensingh highway
at Bailor in Trishal thana dis-
trict on Monday.

Police said the accident took
place at about 2:30 pm when a
Jamalpur-bound overloaded
bus from Dhaka overturned.

An unidentified man of
about 45 succumbed to his in-
juries after he was rushed to
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital (MMCH).

BNP to
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"Government will have to
bear the total responsibility for
the future consequences if it
fails to meet our demands."
Mannan Bhuiyan warned. It
also decided to form "Liaison
Committee” at all levels of
party units, including division,
district and thana levels.

It was attended by BNP lead-
ers M Shamsul Islam and An-
war Zahid, JP leaders Kazi Za-
far Ahmed and Kazi Firoz
Rashid Chowdhury, Jamaat
leaders Kamaruzzaman and A T
M Azharul Islam and 10J lead-
ers Mufti Fazlul Hag Amini, A
"R M Abdul Matin and Musle-
huddin Abu Bakar,

Prior to holding of the ad-
journed meeting of the BNP
Standing Committee on Thurs-
day evening, JP, Jamaat, 10J,
Jagpa, Democratic League, PNP,
NDA leaders sat with the BNP
chief separately and discussed
about the next course of action.

A senior leader of BNP, who

assisted Begum Zia during
Thursday's meeting, told The
Daily Star that the smaller al-
lies of the 7-party alliance re-
quested Begum Zia to include at
least one representative from
each party in the Liaison
Committee meeting. Currently
the meeting is participated by
only the representatives of
BNP, JP, Jamaat and 10J.

Supporting their demand to
be included in the Liaison
Committee, they argued that
prior to JP and I0J's joining in
the current movement they had
formed 7-party alliance and
strengthened the hands of BNP.
It is learnt that-the smaller
party leaders told Begum Zia
that Ershad may again raise the
issue of "women leadership” at
any time and specially at the
peak r{ movement.

Besides, they expressed their
apprehension that a section of
the present leadership of oppo-
sition movement may go under
the control of Ershad,.r _

Begum Zia assured them of
looking into-the matter soon.

Opposition sources said JP
leader Kazi Zafar Ahmed was
strongly opposed to joining of
smaller parties' representatives
in the Liaison Committee meet-

ng.

Zafar's attitude seriously
angered the leaders of the
smaller parties on Thursday
sve~ing at 29 Minto Road when
nd.. Zafar and Jagpa chief
Shafiul Alam -Pruggan ex-
changed hot words and adverse
remarks.

The adjourned meeting of
BNP Standing Committee held
with Begum Zia in the chair,
also decided to boycott the ses-
sion of Presidential speech and
future meetings of the Parlia-
mentary Business Advisory
Committee. BNP has three
members in the committee
while JP and Jamaat have one
each, :
Sources said leaders of the
opposition parties during meet-
ing on Thursday discussed and
reached an understanding that

Accord, which ‘'handed over
one-tenth territory to the ter-
rorists’.

Leaders expressed the view

boycott N

that President Shahabuddin

could
ruling party rejected the 4-point
demands of the opposition.
This rejection has pushed the
country towards a conflict sit-
uation.

They discussed about the
steps to be taken to 'resist' the
pourashava polls if the gov-
ernment continued its rejection
of the 4-point demands and re-
fused to reschedule the polis.

At the meeting, JP and Ja-
maat leaders said that strate-
gies can be taken to resist the
polls as Awami League, JP and
Jamaat combinedly resisted the
Febru 15, 1996 parliamen-
tary polls that was rejected by
them. If necessary, they said
hartals should have 1o be
strictly enforced during the
elections days.

The opposition parties have
the plan to enforce a non-stop
hartal during the pourashava
elections, scheduled for Febru-
ary 23-25,

21 killed
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uarrel over distribution of
rni among the poor at Umer-
para on the Eid day. |

In Khulna: Mokbul Hossain
Gazi, 32. of Moheswari village
in Kaoira thana at
Paschimhadda area was shot
dead while Ruhul Amin Sheikh,
26, of Bunarabad village in'Ba-
tiaghata thana was slaughtered
in a field near his residence on
Wedneéesday.

In Mymensingh: Abul
Kalam, 22, son of Kalimuddin
of Baghbari village of Gafor-
ﬁaun thana, was hacked to

eath by armed men at a land
near his house on Wednesday
night.

In Feni: Tofazzal Hossain.
48, succumbed to his injuries at
Feni Sadar Hospital on the Eid
day. He was attacked by miscre-
ants on Monday.

Another unidentified man-
aged about 25 was hacked to
death near the central Ej
maidan in the town at North
Daktarpara in early hours of
Eid day. -

In Chittagong: Two people
were killed in separate inci-
dents in the port city in last two
days.

The deceased were identified
as Rozy, 20, and Selim Mia, 30.

In Noakhali: A housewife
Nahar Begum, 20, of village
Charjangalia in Ramgati thana
was killed allegedly by her hus-
band over dowry.

In ail: Two brothers
Abdul Jalil, 50 and ar Ali,
40 of village at Tarotia Komlai
in Daulatpur thana were killed
following a clash over land dis-

pute.
In M a: A middle-aged
man Ali Mollah, 40, of village

Horishpur in-Shalikha thana

the President has lost his neu- was killed by unidentified as-
trality by signing the CHT Peace  sailants on ursday night.
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“ 4 murdered in

Pabna during
Eid holidays
From Our Correspondent

PABNA, Jan 22: Four per-
sons were murdered during the
Eid holidays in three thanas of
Pabna district. The thanas are:
Chatmohar, Faridpur and
Ishurdi. ;

The first incident eccurred
in village Umarpur under Da-
suria union of Ishurdi thana on
Eid day (January 19) at about
4.30 pm. Two groups of young
people clashed over distribu-
tion of sweetmeats, At one
stage, both the ﬁmups opened
fire and one Mohammad Alam
clied of bullet injuries. Ten oth-
€rs received minor injuries.

In another incident, two per-
Sons were murdered allegedly
by the activists of outlawed
Purba Banglar Communist
Party in village Shalikhapara
under Faridpur thana on Jan-
uary 20.

Majid Mollah, an Awami
Leagiue worker was shot and
then slaughtered by the armed
PBCP men. They also shot dead
one Mozahar on the spot.

On January 21, Francis

Palm:, an income tax official
of Bogira, was called out of his
house in the morning by some
unknown assaijlants at village
Katuri under Chatmohar thana.
He was lateT siabbed to death.
So far only one person was
arrested in connection with the
murder in Ishurdi thana.

Jubo Dal leader
shot dead in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, dJan 22:
Unidentified assailants gunned
down a Jubo Dal leader at Mu-
radpur Monday night in Hat-
hazari thana, police said.

The victin was identified as
Md. Idris.

Party sources said, Idris was
a joint secretary of Jubo Dal
Hathazari thana unit.

Bolice said Idris was killed
following a dispute with his ri-
vals over non-payment of
money.

Three assailants fired at

. Idris at 8-30 pm when he came

out of a shop, police and party
sources said.’

The assailants then [led Lhe
sCene,

However, nonie was arrested
in this connection till filing of
this report.

They observed
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They don't have radio or
television sets in their upcoun-
try areas to get the latest infor-
mation about the moon. So they

“had their 'sehri' to keep fast ac-

cordingly. But they were taken

aback when they came to thana

headquarters for work Tuesday

morning and found Eid congre-
ation being held. It was too late
or them to do neces shop-

ging and go back for Eid cele-
rations.

They decided to celebrate the
festival Wednesday. And so did
the co-villagers.

APB from Khulna reports:
Eid congregations were held
twice on Tuesday and Wednes-
day as people in Khulna and the
adjoining areas were confused
on sighting of the Shawal
moon. |

The main Eid jamaat in the
city was held at the local circuit
house maidan on Tuesday. Con-
gregations were also held at
more than hundred mosques in
the metropolis on the same day.

But many people observed
Eid-ul-Fitr on Wednesday in-
stead of Tuesday as they could
not rely on the news of moon
sighting over radio and televi-
slon.

The places where Eid was ob-
served on Wednesday were
Chuknagar in Dumuria thana

-of Khulna, Chandkhali, Sha-

hapar and Amadi villages in
Paikgachha thana and village
Katia in Satkhira.

A large number of people in
Khulna city were fasting in-
stead of observing Eid on
day.
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The main Eid congregation was held at the National Eidgah in the city on Tuesday:.

!

village: 50 injured

SHERPUR, Jan 22: About 50
people were injured when rival
villagers attacked a hamlet of
lishermen at Chenguria in
Jhenaigati thana here on Tues-
day — the Eid day, reports UNB.

Of the injured, 20 people
were admitted to Sadar Hospi-
tal with critical condition.

Twelve of them were identi-
fied as Nawab Ali, 60, Rashid,
20, Nabab Ali, 65, Nur Alam, 25.
Manikjan, 20, Ahead Ali, 45,
Manik, 8, Ajmat Ali, 5. Ar-
shadul, 3, Anis, 2, Monwar, 7,
and Abbas, 35.

Witnesses said supporters of
Khorshed Alam, a UP member
of neighbouring Bainapara vil-
lage, attacked the hamlet,
Beparipara, as a sequel to an
untoward incident that oc-
curred the previous day.

On Monday, Quddus, a sup-
porter of Khorshed, was locked
in quarrel with a fisherman of
Beparipara while buying fish
from him at Kalibari Bazar.

The guarrel led to clashes
and the villagers of Bainapara
reportedly torched a house of
Hajera Begum of the fisher-
men's colony., :

However, the situation be-
came calm with the mediation
ol local people.

But in the next morning,
Khorshed along with a number
of supporters again attacked the
colony and ransacked, burnt
and looted several houses there.

During the incident, Khor-
shed sustained serious wounds,
He was rushed to Sadar Hospi-
tal. However, a rumour had
been spread that Khorshed was
killed.

As the rumour of his death
spread, about 2,000 villagers at-
tacked Beparipara and burnt
five houses. They also ran-

sacked and looted 50 houses,

rendering 300 people homeless.
On Friday, police arrested

Khorshed member and Abdur

Rashid in this connection.

Deputy Commissioner and
Police Super of the district vis-

ited the spot on Wednesday.

Local administration allot-
ted one metric ton of rice for the
homeless people on Friday.

Both the groups filed sepa-
rate cases with Jhenaigati po-
lice,

Minister's version
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sources on Monday night," he
told UNB yesterday.

Asked for comment about
the belated announcement that
caused confusion and criticism.
Islam said they had to take time
to examine all unofficial in-
formation and opinions of the
ulema as they had no official
confirmation from any Deputy
Commissioners from the dis-
tricts about moonsighting.

The State Minister, who
presided over the National
Moon Sighting Committee
meeting at Islamic Foundation
Monday evening, however,
claimed that the Eid was cele-
brated correctly on Tuesday, al-
though some people in remote
areas might have been left out
to observe it the following day
for not gettinithe information.

Narrating how the National
Moon Sighting Committee
reached a unanimous decisjon
on Shawal moon, Maulana Is-
lam said the Committee had
contacted DCs of 59 districts,
but they could not give official
information about sighting of
the moon.

However, they got informa-
tion from people in Dhaka.
Khagrachhari, Jessore, Magura
and Kurigram, which required

to be examined and authenti-

cated by responsible citizens
and ulema in those areas.

The Religious Affairs Minis-
ter said they first got informa-
tion about sighting moon from
an engineer who resides in Ju-
rain area in Dhaka at about 8
pm. To verify his tip, the Is-

lamic Foundation sent its two
officials to the area, but locals
did not confirm the news.

‘Later, we got telephone call
from a BDR sepoy in Khagrach-
hari who claimed that he and
his mates could see the moon
from a hilltop. Then the Moon
Sighting Committee checked
the information with the offi-
cer-in-charge of the BDR camp
there."

‘Even then, we did not take
any hasty decision. The Moon
Sighting Committee had to
consider two points — first; our
wrong decision might spoil one
day's fasting and second, fast-
Ing on the Eid day is considered
‘haram'," said the minister

Islam said renowned ulema
present in tiie meeting gave the
edict (fatwa) that it would not be
correct to take decision on the
basis of sighting moon by any
individual, if not based on the
information of a group of peo-
ple.

At that time, Maulana Mufti
Amini informed Maulana
Aminul Islam in the meeting
that one imam of Lalbagh
Shahi Mosque and several
other people had watched the
moon. Then the Imam and
other witnesses were brought to
the Islamic Foundation to ver-
ify their claim,

After vetting all this infor-
mation and opinions, the Na-
tional Moon Sighting Commit-
tee came to a unanimous deci-
sion just a few minutes before

.10 pm which was broadcast by
~state-owned television and ra-

|

dio.

Attack on fishermen's

ey 42

—Star photo
Confusion
Ministry. Principal Informa-

tion Officer and representatives
from Information Ministry,
Radio and TV.

The confusion arose when
reports from Khagrachhari,
Satkhira, Kurigram and Patu-
akhali came later in the
evening, particularly the one on
BDR wireless from Kurigram.

It was pondering on what ac-
tion to take. As per one reli-
gious practice the moon sight-
ing had to be confirmed by at
least three independent wit-
nesses, whose ‘'iman' or faith
must be beyond any doubt.

Sources said that the com-
mittee felt a sense of relief when
an Imam of a mosque in Lal-
bagh and some of his neigh-
bours reported to the committee
that they have seen the Shawal
moon. One member immedi-
ately questioned their 'credibil-
ity’ which led to further argu-
ments, But the Imam stuck to
his claims. :

By that time arguments
came up before the committee
that it would be "haram' for a
Muslim to fast if the Shawal
moon had been sighted. It was
argued that since the sighting
by the Imam from Lalbagh was
corroborated by reports from
the four districts the Eid should
be celebrated on Tuesday.

Even if Eid was,celebrated on
Tuesday it would not be a great
sin but fasting on Eid day is
haram’, a member argued.

The committee then agreed
lo opt for Eid celebrations at
about 10 pm and sent the deci-
sion to radio and TV for broad-
cast.

Earlier, the people who wen!
to offer ‘tarabf praver at Baitul
Mukarram National Mosque
had been kept waiting for some
time as the committee was In
session.

At 8 pm they were allowed to
olfer tarabi prayer as there had
been no decision on the moon

sighting.
The belated decision Jeft
many people, particularly

mothers and housewives an

as they had to work hard late at
night to prepare the traditional
dishes for the Eid-ul-fitr.

It also angered many who
had to rush to the markets for
buying dresses and spices. How-
ever, the shopkeepers made
some quick bucks at the last-
minute sale.

BNP leaders
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party chief through mobile
phone from there.

Jatiya Party leaders Kazi Za-
far Ahmed and Kazi Firoz
Rashid Chowdhury, Jamaat
leaders Matiur Rahman Nizami
and Kamaruzzaman were also

returned home without meeting

Begum Khaleda Zia,

afar and Firoz told news-
men at 29 Minto Road yesterd?'
evening that they felt insulte
as the army personnel didn't
allow them to go to Begum Zia's
house to exchange Eid greetings.

Shiv Sena reverses its stand
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threat, Advani's meeting with
Thackeray Wednesday drew
sharp reaction from msﬁnr op-
position parties which dubbed

{ it as Vajpayee government's

“capitulation” to radical forces.

Former Prime Minister V P
Singh sald the meeting shows
“where the centre of power lies"
while the Congress said "Advani
went down on his knees and
prostrated before Thackeray to
get him to withdraw his threat
to disrupt the matches."

The Left parties accused the
Vajpayee government of going
“soft" on Shiv Sena's "open de-
fiance of law" and said Advani's
meeting with Thackeray was
‘nothing but appeasement,”

The opposition parties were
cautious in taRing Sena's sus-
pension of the threat at face
value and asked the govern-
ment not to lax the top-gear se-
curity already mounted for the
Indo-Pak Test series.

Mounting pressure on the
Vajpayee government from its
allies, including Trinamool
Congress, AIADMK, Akali Dal
and Telugu Desam, and the op-
position and fears of interna-
tional embarrassments pro-
moted the Prime Minister to

send Advani to
buy ce.
inamool Congress leader

Thackeray to

Mamata Banerjee had asked '

Vajpayee to dismiss Shiv Sena
gnvernment in Maharashtra
tate (where BJP shares power

with Sena) and suggested BJP
snap ties with T ackeray's
party.

The Telegu Desam Party led
by Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister had suggested to Vajpayee
to consider sacking the Sena
government in Maharashtra if
it persisted with the threat to
disrupt the Pakistani tour
while AIADMK chief Jay-
alalitha wanted the arrest of
Shiv Sena workers out to foil
the series.

The Shiv Sena threat found
its first concrete expression
when the pitch at Delhi's Fer-
ozshah Kotla Stadium was dug
up on January 6 prompting the
Indian government to clam
unprecedented security in an
around the stadia in eight states
where the Pakistani team is
scheduled to play matches
against India and Sri Lanka in
the coming weeks. .

D:srpite Shiv Sena's suspen-
sion of threat, the Indian gov-

ernment is not taking any

chances as far as the security

for the tour was concerned.
Indian Home Secretary D P
Singh said there would be no
let-up in security arrangements
made for smooth holding of the
cricket matches under which
all stadia would be handed over
to the police 48 hours ahead of
start of matches and central se-
curity teams would escort the
teams wherever they travel.
Tightest security cover has
also been put on the hotels
where the teams would stay and
police would be deployed on
routes from hotels to the stadia.
Sten-gun carrying security per-
sonnel would accompany (he
players' vehicles for practice
sessions before the matches.
The Pakistan team starts its

~tour with a three-day match

against India 'A' team at
Gwalior city in Madhya
Pradesh state before the First
Test which begins in Madras
from January 28.

The Second Test is slated to
be held in Delhi on February 4
while India, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka play a triangular limited.
overs competition spread over
different cities. The three coun-

tries will also figure i the first-

ever Test championship of Asia
to be held in Calcutta in March
after the Tests and limited-over
matches.

Meanwhile, manager of Pak-
istan team Sharyar Khan, for-
mer foreign secretary of that
country, told reportérs on ar-
rival at Delhi that "we are here
to honour India's invitation
and to promote good relations
between the two countries. This

tour is not merely about win- °

ning and losing matches but
about bringing the people of the
two countries together."

Responding to a question
relating to Shiv Sena's threat.
the seasoned diplomat said, "We
were coming irrespective of
whether the threats were with-
drawn or not."

Advani met Pakistani play-
ers and officials at their. New
Delhi hotel apparently to as-
sure them of acr
during their stay in India.

The Indian team flew into
Calcutta yesterday after a tour
of New Zealand, As a precau-
tion, cricket authorities had
changed plans to have the team
touch down in Bombay and kept
the destination secret before
arrival.

BSS.

| scope for submittin

eéquate security .

Shamsur Rahman
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7 pm.
Shamsur Rahman recount-
ing the incident said, “The same
members of the group had come
lo see me abeut eight days back
and requested me to attend a
function of Jubo Sanghati as
the chief guest.”

“l, however, declined and
said | was not in good health.
They then requested me to
write a poem.” -

On tll'fe: day of the incident,
when the three came to the
house, the Poet's son Failaz
Rahman, recognising the same
group who had come earlier,
reminded them that his father
had asked them to come after
Eid for the writing,

. They however insisted on
meeting the Poet personally,
saying, "We will talk to him for
two minutes only.”

Reluctantly the poet's son
allowed them to move upstairs
where the Poet has his reading
room and living quarters.

Shamsur marn came out

from his first floor room and

told them that the piece was not
yet complete. He requested them
to collect it after Eid, as told
earlier.

The Poet's son then led them
down the staircase. As they de-
scended the stairway, two of
them suddenly grabbed Faiaz
from behind and tried to gag his
mouth and push him into the
ground floor toilet located at
the foot of the stairs. Faiaz
Rahman put up a fierce strueggle
and after some time managed to
free himself and rushed out of
the house and screamed at the
top of his voice. _

Meanwhile, one of the as-
sailants, Mahtabuddin, armed
with a Chinese axe climbed up-
stairs and ran to attack the
Poet. The assailant was resisted
by the Poet's daughter-in-law
Sahida and a housemaid, Nilu-
far, who grabbed his legs and
shoulders, '

The assailant moved ahead
towards the Poet despite being
grabbed by two women. He
aimed his axe at the Poet’s neck
and swung the axe to hit him
but fortunately at that instant
the Poet’'s wife Zohura Rahman

jumped forward, put her arm
around his neck and pulled him
backward. This saved the Poet's
life. inflicting a cut on her right
elbow., .

Meanwhile, hearing the
screams of the Poet's son, sev-
eral persons accompanied by
neighbourhood private security
guards came to the rescue. Two
of the assailants were caught
red-handed while trying to flee,
while the third escaped.

The two assailants, identi-
fied as Mahtabuddin and Has-
san, have been handed over to
Criminal Investigation De-
partment (CID) and are now
under a five-day remand. Yes-
terday was the third day of their
interrogation by the CID cell.

A case accusing two people
was filed on the same dag of the
murder attempt by daughter-in-
law of the Poet, Sahida Rahman
under the Bangladesh Penal
Code clauses 448, 324, 307, 34 at
the Mohammadpur thana. The
case number is 31.

Meanwhile, according to the
confessional statement of the
accused, Detective Branch (DB)
of police arrested seven more
suspected criminals who are
believed to have links with the
murder attempt from differernt
city areas in the last three days.
Police also recovered two
rounds of bullets from a house
in East Rampura.

The arrested were identified
as Hasan Mamud, Mahtab Ud-
din, Hafiz Monir Ahmed,
Maulana Mahfuzur Rahman
and Tarek Aziz, Mozammel
Hossain and Safaet Hossain.

CID police said the motive
behind the murder attempt is
still not clear but it is under-
stood that the organisation
whose name is not yet famil-
lar is allegedly trying to win
support of underground organi-
sations in the Middle East by
making such attacks.

Police said the arrested con-
fessed that they had three more
names in their hit-list for mur-
der. The names are National
Professor Kabir Choudhury,
Poet Taslima WNasrin and
Chairman of Islami Founda-
tion Moulana Abdul Awal.

Advocate Abdul
Awal dead

Advocate Abdul Awal, for-
mer Awami League MP and
Chairman of the Employment
Bank, died at his Kachua resi-
dent in Chandpur district on
January 19. He was 70, reports
UNB. |

He was laid to rest at his
family graveyard after namaj-
e-janaza held at the district
headquarters and Kachua.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina ressed her profound
shock and sorrow at the death

of Abdul Awal.

The Prime Minister also re-
called his contribution to social
and nalional life,

- Barisal AL
leader Nurul
Karim dead

Nurul Karim (Khair Master),
a veteran Awami League leader
of Barisal and a former member
of the Constituent Assembly
died of a heart attack Thursday

mnrnin? at the Suhrawardy
Hospital, he was 72, reports

Karim, a prominent freedom
fighter and social worker left
behind his wife, five sons. one
daughter and a host of relatives.

arim, popularly known as
Khair Master was elected a
member of the Constituent As-
sembly from Hizla., Muladi
constituency of Barisal in 1970
and a mem of parliament in
1973.

WB to give $ 177m
to improve traffic

system 1n city

WASHINGTON, Jan 22: The
Worldl Bank has agreed to lend
Bangladesh 177 million dollars
to improve traffic system in the
capital Dhaka, the Bank an-
nounced on Tuesday, reports
BSS.

The money will be spent to
rebuild the city's side s and
major intersections, and to im-
prove traffic flow by installing
traffic lights and building lanes
reserved for non-motorised
vehicles.

Traffic problems in Dhaka
have reached "crisis propor-
tions," the Bank said.

Nominations
From Pave |
said Chief Election Commis-
sioner Mohammad Abu Hena
Monday.

“The law relating to parlia-
mentary polls permits the
Commission to be a little bit
flexible in this regard. In that
polls, the candidates get the
nomina-
tion papers 'on or before' a spe-
cific date. It is not applicable
for the local government elec-
tians."

Replying to a question, the .

CEC said hartal or no-hartal is
a political matter which the EC,
has nothing to do with, while
containing law and order is the
government's responsibility.

Rifles looted
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for interrogation.

A }ruung man identified as
Igbal Kabir was arrested this
morning from lIkhtarpur 'vil-
lage under Abhoynagar PS.

4

Protest rally
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tee with Professor Kabir
Chowdhury and Justice K M
Sobhan as Co-convenors and
Professor Haroon-or-Rashid as
member-secretary.

The meeting was attended,
among others, by Ekhlas Uddin
Ahmed. Principal Abdul Ahad
Chowdhury, Igbal Sobhan
Chowdhury, Dr kazi Farooq
Ahmed, A B M Musa, Amir Hos-
sain Amu, Kazi Aref Ahmed,
Shamsuzzaman Khan, Abed
Khan, Prof Shamsul Huda Ha-
rcon. Dr B K Jahangir, Mon-
ayem Sarkar, Advocate Syed
Ahmed, Prof Abdul Mannan
Chowdhury, Dr. Mizanur Rah-
man and Azizul Islam Bhuiyan.

Attack condemned
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Professor Kabir Choudhury,
Professor Salauddin Ahmed,
Prolessor Khan Sarwar Mur-
shid, Dr Mostafa Noor-ul Islam,
Santosh Gupta, Dr Borhan Ud-
din Khan Jahangir, Professor
Zillur Rahman Siddique, Eklas
Uddin Ahmed, Professor Mam-
taz Uddin Ahmed, Monaem
Sarkar and Toab Khan.

Vice-Chancellors of coun-
iry's nine universities also con-
demned the attack on the poet.
They are: Vice-chancellor of
Dhaka University Professor A
K Azad Choudhury, Professor
Abdul Khaleq of Rajshahi Uni-
versity, Professor Noor Uddin
Ahmed of BUET, Professor Ab-
dul Mannan of Chittagong Uni-
versity, Professor M Alauddin
Ahmed of Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity, Professor Mohammad
Hossain of BAU, Professor M
Kayesuddin of Islamic Univer-
sity, Professor Aminul Islam of
National University and Pro-
fessor M Aminul Islam of Open
University.

Dr Kazi Farook Ahmed,

resident of ADAB, Igbal Sob-
Ean Chowdhury, leaders of
BFUJ and DUJ, about 100
teachers of Rajshahi Univer-
sity, Ramendu Majumdar, pres-
ident of Sammilita Sangskritik
Jote and Bangabandhu Pa-
rishad also condemned the

attack and demanded punish-
ment to the persons responsi-
ble.

- AL meets
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general secretaries of 70 organ-
Isational districts of AL already
reached Dhaka yesterday while
others are expected to reach to-
day to join the 156-member Na-
tional Committee meetinlg.
Party sources told The Daily
Star that upcoming elections to
four city corporations and 143

pourashavas would be on top of
the agenda at today's meetings
as the major opposition parties

had already rejected the sched-

ules of the polls.

Sheikh Hasina is scheduled
to preside over the meetings.
Beginning at 10 in the mo
the National Committee meet-

ing is likely to continue till
Junch break. Then an extended

meeting of the National Com-
mittee would be held in the af-
ternoon.

AL Central Working Com-
mittee would sit at the end of
the day to summarise the
essence of the earlier meetings
and then decide next course of
actions in coming days, sources

- said.



