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Instalment facility available

Of City's Bottled Drinks

Lately concern has been ex-
pressed in some quarters over
the guality of boltled water
marketed by several compa-
nies. Consumption of bottled
water is a new lad among many
city dwellers.

Worry over the quality of
such bottled water was high-
lighted by a recent example
wiien a govermment minister
found some alien substance in a
sealed bottle of a fairly well-
known company.

It is generally [elt that the
dignitary was not the only per-
son to have the creeps al the un-
expected presence ol alien sub-
stance in containers of waler,
advertised as pure. There were
quite a few reports of such con-
fidence shattering experience
hefure. They all go to show how
much more exposed public
health today is to the threat of
spurious content in bottled wa-
ter.

It was understood that de-
spite repeated instructions. the
suppliers of bottled water failed
to reach the standard to the an-
noyance of the authorities
which are said 1o be contem-
plating to take punitive action
against them.

According to the Department
of Environment no company
had clearance of that Depart-
ment to produce bottled water,
which was mandatory under
the Environment Protection
Act of 1995 and the Environ-
ment Preservation Policy,
1997. Il was reported that re-
view and examination of stan-
dard of the companies are in the
final stage. Action to ensure
standard would begin soon, as
reported.

Barmrgladesh Standards and
Testing Institute reportedly
carried oul a random survey
and examined samples of bot-
tled waters of 10 companies.
The test revealed that there was
no existence of the minerals
mentioned in the labels of the
boltles. Besides, the examina-
tion found that levels of some
parameier were higher than
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that which should be in pure
drinking water.

Most of the companies also
don’t mention the manufactur-
ing and expiry dates. The BSTI
further observed the Dhaka-
based companies use WASA or

round water as source of their
otlled water.

Thpugh the level of cauli-
form germ in waler of the sam-

les provided by the companies
or examination was found sat-
isfactory by BSTI, the plate
count level in samples provided
by some al (he companies was
not found satisfaclory, com-
pared to the standard of FAO.

Official sources said the De-
partiment ol Environment had
already asked 25 mineral water
manufacturing companics to
subnil reports about their wa-
ler processing systems along
with list= ol machinery used for
disinfecling process, The re-
quired reports have not vel been
received by the Deptt from all
the companies, as reported.

It is felt that, apart from
telling the companies to take
sleps that will make things dif-
licult for spurious bottlers, the
government should improve its
own market intelligence sys-
tem.

Bottled water was a novelty
when it entered people's con-
sciousness some years back.
Now with the increasing
paucity of drinking water from
the traditional sources, it has
turned into a necessity in cer-
tain circumstances,

Observers feel that the gov-
ernment has to do something
immediately to resist the un-
scrupulous people from makin
this changed realily a source o
health hazard.

There is similar scope for
misgiving about the quality of
some well-known brands of soft
drinks and the so-called fruit
Juice packs. There were isolaled
reports of similar presence of
alien substances in some bottles
of soft drinks of popular
brands.

These reports give rise to the

$5m WB project
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fuel producing a cocktail of
deadly [ume, blamed for pres-
ence of lead in the air in major
urban areas including Dhaka
which is rated as one of the
worsl polluted cities in the
world.

Recent surveys showed that
presence of lead in the bodies of
children in the cily is eight
times the level permitied by the
World Health Organisation. Ev-
ery year 15,000 deaths are re-
ported due to diseases related to
air pollution.

The WB expert said "We are
also going to organise training
and motivation for drivers. It
would inchide streetside au-
torickshaw clinics (o demon-
strate how they would benefit
from better fuel and engine oil."

On state-owned buses, he
said there should be more in-
vestment in cleaner and effi-
cient engines using clean fuel
and better mainlenance prac-
tice. "We also need o ensure

Military courts
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nority ethnic group, the Mutta-
heda Qami Movement.

But in his televised address
to the nation. Sharif said the
court ruling and subsequent
dismantling of the courts was
bad news [or the country, which
is mired in lawlessness, reli-
gious violence and rampant
corruption.

‘The more dirt you uncover, |
the more layvers you discover.
he said in his Urdu-language
speech. |

‘Terrorist and criminals
roam free,' he said. 'Sectarian
hatred is at its peak. Muslims
are being killed in the name of
religion. Mosques and Imam-
bargas are stained with the
blood of Muslims," he said.

Before the Supreme Court
decision, Sharil had promised
to establish military courts
throughout Pakistan, a plan he
said has been abandoned.

Sharif said the crime rate in
Karachi had dropped substan-
* 2" since the army-run courts
were setl up.

The MQM, however, accused
Sharif of using the courts to de-
stroy their party workers.
Many ol those tried by the
courts were 1members of the

MQM.
harif warned that without

the quick and decisive justice
hanged down by courts like
those run by the army, Pak-
istan risked anarchy.,

"Without justice there will be
no peace, without peace there
will be no economy, without
economy there will be no em-
ployment and without em-

loyment there will be no
read," said Sharif in his

speech.

that public huses face stringent
inspection,’

Brandon also emphasised
the need for CNG (Comipressed
Natural Gas) conversion of au-
tomobiles including state-run
buses and autorickshaws. The
cunversion is possible in two to
three years. he added.

"Bangladesh is in a better
position than India in respect
of CNG conversion as it has lo-
cal supply of natural gas. There
should be more expansion of
CNG conversion project.”

Turning to diesel-run trucks
mostly in privale sector, Bran-
don said that they should be
under stringent inspection for
cleaning up their engines. “We
should have clinies for truck-
ers.”

Brandon said, "If the gov-
ernment moves ahead with var-
ious fuel reforms, we could see
the difference in two years. If
vou look at New Delhi which
started the clean-up, the differ-
ence is guite visible. Now the
Indian streets are going to have
lour-stroke engine autorick-
shaws later this year or early
next year from a manufacturer."

He mentioned that the
Bangladesh government in a
bid to discourage two-stroke
engine autorickshaws has
raised duties on their imports
including spare parts.

"But Bangladesh needs to en-
courage local alternatives. For
example, the locally-made
Mishuk has a four-stroke en-
gine. The company making it
has come up with a better model
which is more efficient. But...it
should come up more actively to
sell their product and the gov-
ernment should encourage it,"
he observed.

To popularise Mishuk,
Brandon said, the government,
NGOs and private sector could
help drivers with credit pro-
gramme,; "The World Bank is
ready to help private sector in-
lroduce a cleaner and efficient
lechnology in three-wheeler
segment.”

Ershad
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conference, to be held at the
Birendra International Con-
vention Center.

The JP chief will also pre-
side over one ol the three ses-
sions of the conference organ-
ised by the Federation of
Nepalese Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FNCCI).

Former Indian Prime Minis-
ter I K Gujral, former Pakistan
President Farooq Ahmed
Leghari. former Prime Minister
ol Thailand and eminent
economuisls and representatives
of different international or-
ganisations will also take part
in the conference. said the re-
lease.
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=] unpleasant one. The dust is es-

question whether, as in the case
of boitled water, there is need
for adequate quality control
during processes of manufac-
turing and bottling.

As regards fruit juice packs,
iL is open to question whether
these really contain genuine
fruit juice, as claimed in the la-
bels showing compasition of
such fruit drinks. In most cases,
artificial fruit flavouring
agents are used in such drinks.

~ Here also the guestion re-
mains whether such- artificially
flavoured drinks are safe from
the health point of view. This
issue seems worthy of urgent
consideration because the chil-
dren are found to be the most
fervent consumers of such so-
called fruit drinks.

In view of understandable
misgiving, as noted above, in
respect of quality of bottled
drinks, an interesting trend is
noticeable in the growing prel-
erence of some people for green
coconuts as pleasant alterna-
tive drink to bottled ones.

For example, on one side ol
the Satmasjid Road at Dhan-
mondi, one may not miss the
spectacle of rows of green co-
conuts arranged for sale at
short distances from one sell-
ing point to another,

The concentration of selling

. - awareness about cancer.
points for green coconuts along 3

Hundreds joined Terry Fox Run in the
show respect to the Canadian youth Terry Fox, who died of cancer in 1981. Terry
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city vesterday. The
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the Canadian ng Commission u
Fox ran for 144 days in 1980 to create
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this road gives rise to the ques-
tion whether people are show-
g greater preference for this I
natural drink over the bottled
ones. There is no indication of
competition between the natu-
ral drink and the soft drinks
but who knows! At times people
lurn to natural things with a
paironising attitude.
Price-wise, this natural
drink seems to have an edge
over the soft drinks and the so-
called mineral water The road-
side vendors of coconuts supply
also straws for the benefit of
their customers. The preference
for coconul drink is not con-
fined to a particular locality
alone. As always, this natural
drink enjoys universal appeal.

Indian Cong team
meets PM, praises
dev efforts

A four-tmember delegation of
[ndian Congress Party called on
Prime Mimster Sheikh lasina
yvesterday and exchanged views
with her on dillerent bilateral
issues. reporis LINB.

During the meeting at
Ganobhaban. the delegation,
led by foriner Indian External
Alfairs Minister Pranab
Mukharjee. praised the
Bangladesh government's de-
velopment eflorts.

Pranab Mukharjee lauded
Lhe efforis of the government in
lackling the devastating flood
in 19898 and management sys-
tem ol relief distribution.

The Primie Minisier told the
Congress leaders that the gov-
ernmerntt took measures on war
fooling to combat the devastalt-
ing flood with the help of peo-
ple. the administration and the
party leadors and workers.

She said the administration
and Awami League leaders and
workers warked hard to dis-
tribute relief during and after
Lthe Noods.

The other members of the
delegation are Prasanta Chat-
terjee. Indrani Chatlerjee and
Shusil Kumar Shinde MP.

RUTA polls
today

RAJSHAHI, Feb 19: Election
to the Rajshahi Universit
Teachers Association (RUTA
for the year 1999 will be held

5 electrocuted

in Jessore

JESSORE, Feb 19: Five
labourers were electroculed at
Khedapara Math in Maniram-
pur Lhana of the district today,
reports APB.

Local sources said the acci-
dent occurred when the labour-
€rs were removing parts of an
abandoned deep tubewell at
aboui 1:30 pm.

While they were trying to lift
a pipe, it came in contact with a
high-voltage overhead power-
line and the five were electro-
cuted,

Three ol the victimms were
identified as Montu, 18, son of
Nesar All and Krishna, 17. son
of Nirapada of Khedapara, and
Rabiul Islam of Parulia in
Gopalganj. The identity of two
others could not be known im-

mediately. tomorrow, reparts APB,
A tu[a]l ol 30 teachers from
two panels — Yellow and White
Kha]eda — are contesting for 15 posts of
From Page 1 rLE;Ettee RUTA executive com-

Begum Zia said the current
movement ol people could not
be stopped by repression.

You [ruling party) could not
stay m power resorting to re-
pression.” she said demanding
immediate release of the ar-
rested leaders and workers of
BNP,

Trade fair
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The aim of the international
[air, since its inception in 1994,
has been to introduce foreign
machinery and local exports to
prospective buyers.

L.aid to rest
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Meanwhile, a mourning
rally was held al the Central
Shaheed Minar yesterday af-
termnoon. Water Resources Min-
ister Abdur Razzak presided
over the rally.

Hundreds of people attended
the rally in which the speakers
raised their voices against the
killers ol Kazi Aref Ahmed and
appealed to the government to
ban communal politics in the
country, -

Language Movement

From Page |
get February 21 which is
drenched in the blood of my
hrother). tuned by martyred
lyricist Altal Mahmood and
writtenn by Aldul  Galfar
Chowdhury,

The Dhaka University au-
thoritics. which supervise the
shaheed Day programimes at
Central Sh?lf‘it'.t‘t.’[ Minar every
vear. have taken up elaborate
prograinimes on the occasion.

As per Llhe programmes
drawn up by the Cenlral Coor-
dination Comuniilee. President
Shahabuddin Ahmed will be
the first Lo offer place wreath at
the Shaheed Minar at one
minute past micdight Saturday
night.

The President will be fol-
lowed by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and her cabinet
colleagues. Leader of the Oppo-
sition in Parliament Khaleda
Zia will place wreath in the
niorning,

After the prime minister. DU
Viee Chancellor Prol AK Azad
Chowdhury along with Syndi-
calte miembers will place wreath
followed by Dhaka University
Teachers Association leaders
and the participants in the Lan-
guage Movement.

The Shaheed Minar and its
surroundings have already been
given a facelift. Members of the
law enforcing agencies have
been asked to maintain law and
order along the routes leading
to the Shaheed Minar.

A joint procession of mem-
bers of DU Senate and Syndi-
cate, teachers, students and em-
ployees led by the VC will start

Sagarmoy Ghosh
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took Lo journalism after gradu-
ating [rom a cily college and as
editor of ‘Desh'. he made it an
undisputed icon of Bengali cul-
ture helping many aspiring
writers to make their mark in
the world ol letters, His knack
for spotting lilerary talent was

legendary.
He wrole lour hooks — Sam-
padaker Baithake, Elkti

Perelkker Kahini, Param Ra-
maniyya and Hirer Nalkchabi, He
also edited the Desh golden ju-
bilee anihologies of poems,
short stories and essays.

from Aparajeya Bangla at 6:30
am (o pay respect to the martyrs
at the Azimpur graveyard and
then lay wreaths at the Central
Shaheed Minar.

Representatives of foreign
missions in Dhaka will place
wreaths at Shaheed Minar from
1O to 11 am. The Day will also
be observed by Bangladesh mis-
sions abroad.

Bangladesh Television and
Bangladesh Betar will broad-
cast special programmes while
newspapers will bring out spe-
cial supplements highlighting
the significance of the Shaheed
Day.

Bangla Academy is holding a
three-week long book fair on its
premises. Various other fune-
tions like drama, painting ex-
hibitions, lectures, musical
solree, recitation and photo ex-
hibitions began at the Central
Shaheed Minar on Februaryl.
The book fair began on Febru-
ary 5. '
Different political. socio-
cultural and professional or-
ganisations have chalked out
elaborate programmes, which
includes placing of wreaths,
cultural Iunctions and discus-
sions. Similar programmes
will be observed at district and
thana headquarters.

AL u press hriefing yvesterday
evering, Amar Ekushey obser-
vahice conunillee urged Lhe peo-
ple 1o maintain saoctity ol the
(lay.

The commitiee also sought
cooperation of all in maintain-
ing discipline alt the Shahieed
Minar during placing of
wreilhs,

Securily will also be beefed
up during Khaleda Zia's visit to
the Shaheed Minar.

A "securily zone" will be cre-
ated at the Shaheed Minar and
its adjoining arcas lrom 7 pm
loday to 2 pm on February 21.

None will be allowed (o enter
the premises of the Shaheed
Minar Lt(hrough TSC. Doel
Chattar and Chankharpool ar-
eas. The DU authorities have
imposed a ban on rallies and
processions in the area [rom 7
pm loday.

The authorities have also
imposed han on putting up pic-
lures or portrails al the Central
Shaheed Minar.

The fair also helps foreign
buyers or their agents to make
their choices and establish con-
tact with the appropriate ex-
porters. Overseas parlicipants
exhibit various kinds of con-
sumer goods and latest tech-
nologies at the annual event.

Entrepreneurs from U.S.A,
U.K, Germany, France, Den-
mark, Italy, Australia, Egyp,
Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan,
Korea, India, Pakistan,
Alghanistan, Turkey, Kenya,
Malaysia, China, Oman, Iran.
United Arab Emirates, Japan,
and Russia are participating in
this year's [air.

A good number of prospec-
tive local firms could nol take
part in the fair due to space
constraints this year.

"A multi-storey venue for
the DITF can provide space for a
huge number of local partici-
pants in the fair,” Mujibur
Rahman. a local businessman
said.

“Some of my friends were
much interested to take part in
the fair, but they could not
manage the space.” said one
businessman of Egypt.

Visitors at the fair com-
plained that the dust made this
year's [air going experience an
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on the polling day. many people
say. Pelitical leaders and oth-
ers have echoed the view.

The hartal is likely to have a
little impact an the ba]lutinF as
voters will find no problem
walking down to the polling
centres unldess there is any ob-
struction on their way, many
candidates think.

‘] intend to vote only if the
polling is peaceful.” says rick-
shawpuller Abdul Hashim, who
apprehends clashes during har-
tal on the polling day.

Boatman Malek also shares
Hashim's view that there may
be trouble on the polling day but
prefers to exercise his franchise
in a peaceful voting.,

“Violence resulting from ri-
valry among candidates is more
likely than that due to the op-
position-called hartal," says
Badruddoza Zilu, a veteran
lawyer practising in the district
court.

"Unless there is conflict
among candidates, polls will be
normal. Candidates who have
little chance of winning may
iry to cause trouble.” He also
finds lack of normal election-
eering due to the current politi-
cal crisis.

“There is hardly any chance
of picketing during hartal on
the election day,” says Nars-
ingdi Sadar AL general secre-
tary Ataur Rahman, who re-

pecially a problem in the out-
door fair during the holidays
when attendance is higher than
normal. [t is an inconvenience
that can be avoided If the fair is
held indoors.

The exposition last vear
(1998) did business worth 3.0 I

billion and is expecting even

| greater sales this time around. ferred to peaceful situation in

the town during the recent anti-
election hartals.

Joint secretary of district AL
Nasirul Haq Bhuiyan admits
they have not yet faced any
hindrance from the opposition
in their election activities. He,
however, does not rule out vio-
lence on the polls day.

Some BNP leaders in the
town also say they will not stop
anybody from casting vote or
doing anything to foil the pro-
cess of elections.

"We've been directed by our
party high command to observe
the Kartal but not to resist the
polls in any way. Therefore,
we'll not stop anyone from
voting. Presently, we're trying
lo persuade the voters not to
vole in the farcical elections,”
said local BNP leader Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan. "The nplpusi-
tion-boycotied polls have failed
to generate any enthusiasm
among the people”,

A pro-BNP lawyer said: “The
hartal has been called to protest
the one-party polls. Now it's up
to the voters to decide whether
they will participate in the
voting.”

"We don't find any election
fever this time because of the
opposition parties' boycotting
the polls,” adds Bashir Kader.
“Election camps are seen empty
most of the time."

Siraj Mollah, a BNP man vy-
ing for a post of commissioner,
says: We have the means to ob-

Fear of election violence

struct voting. but have not yet
received any directive from the
party leadership in this regard.

But a top Awami League
leader in the district sees things
in a different way. "No BNP
leader has filed nomination for
chairmanship because it does
not have any prospective can-
didate for the post,” says Advo-
cate Asaduzzaman, who con-
tested the last Parliament elec-
tions.

In the absence of a BNP can-
didate, he claims, local MP of
the party Shamsuddin Ahmed
Eshak and his men are now
backing Shamsuzzaman, a
chairman candidate. Asked on
apprehension of election vio-
lence, the district AL leader
says they have talked to the lo-
cal administration and it has
assured them of adequate secu-
rity.

}:*We find many BNP workers
EI;IEE.gEd in election campaig.
Only the top local leaders of the
party are not appearing in the
scene,” he notes.

Sadar AL secretary Ohi
Bhushan Chakravarty, how-
ever, thinks otherwise. He ad-
mits that the opposition threat
to resist the elections has 'pan-
icked' the voters and the
turnout at the polling centres
may be low "in case of terrorist
activities" by the opposition
parties. "Only adequate security
measures can increase the
turnout,” he suggests.

3 Ishwardi BNP
men expelled for
participating in
municipal polls

ISHWARDI, Feb 19: Opposi-
tion BNP expelled three party-
men here Thursday for partici-
pating in the upcoming
pourasava polls, reports APB.

They are: Poura BNP joint
secretary Rafiqul Islam Kusum.
a chairman candidate. poura
BNP member and commis-
sioner candidate Rabiul Alam
Rabi and another commis.-
sioner candidate Sayedur Rah-
marn, said a party release.

Meanwhile, Ishwardi police
Thursd?}r arrested a business-
man and a Jubo League leader
on charge of violating election
code of conduct ahead of
pourasava elections.

Bus trip
From Page

Shourie. president of the Con-
federation of Indian Industries
ICI Rajesh Sha. president of
SAARC chamber Kranti Kumar
Paddar, dancer Vina Nayyar
and artist Satish Gujral.

AP adds: Vajpayee rides a
bus to Pakistan tomorrow. but
ordinary passengers will have
to wait until first week of next
month belore repular opera-
tions begin. Delhi State Trans-
port Minisier Parvez Hashmi
said today,

Today, clerks at the New
Delhi slation rom where the
bus would have lelt said they
had turned away scores ol peo-
ple who wanted tickets for the
historic ride,

Onee il starts, Lthe loar-trip-
a-week service will be operated
by the Delhi Iransport min-
istry's bus service corporation
and (he Pakistani Ministry of
Commnunicalions.

Thursday night, a golden
brown bus dubbed 'Sada-e-
Sarhad' or 'Call of the Border'
left New Delhi on a 400-kilome-
ter journey to the Indian border
city of Amritsar.

Meanwhile, reports from
Wagah border said. senior In-
dian and Pakistani officials
were giving final touches to se-
curity and other arrangements.

Several rounds of talks have
been held between officials of
Lhe two countries at Wagah dur-
ing the last few days.

In Lahore, one thousand ac-
tivists of Pakistan's Jamaat-e-
Islami party staged a protest
march today to oppose the visit
by Vajpayee, AFP quoting wit-
nesses said.

The marchers, includin
many veiled women, chant
‘Vajpayee murderer and "down
with Vajpayee'".

The march, led by Jamaat
chief Qazi Hussain Ahmad, dis-
persed peacefully in the centre
ol Lahore where the Indian
premier will hold talks with
Pakistan's prime minister.

Jamaat has vowed to ob-
struct the visit of Vajpayee. It
also called a general strike in
the city tomorrow to oppose the
visit.

The Jamaat chief warned
shopkeepers to keep the shut-
lers down to express sympathy
with the people of Kashmir
facing Indian 'brutalities.’

Those who tried to open
their shops will face the wrath
of Jamaat workers, he added.

Jamaat workers will stage a
demonstration in front of the
Governor's House where Vaj-
gayee will stay before flying

ack to New Delhi on Sunday,
he said.

The authorities have warned
that they will not allow any
disruption,

Vajpayee's historic journey
from Amritsar, Sharif recefy-
ing him at Wagah border and
the reception to the Indian dele-
%alinn will be covered live by

oordarshan from 1500 hours
(1530 BST), says PTI.

A special programme Jazba-
e-Dosti will be telecast at 1430
hours tomorrow, it said,

Li

MD says
IFC to
bail out

KAFCO

The International Finance
Corporation has started mov-
ing forward with a (inancial re-
structuring of KAFCO to bail it
out ot the current crisis that
annoyed the government.

Managing Director of the
largest foreign-investment in-
dustry in the country Dr J H
Wilson gave Lhe disclosure amid
A langle over its commercial
settlement that tends to impose
on Bangladesh a financial bur-
den.

The management of the Kar-
naphuli Fertiliser Company
(KAFCO] claims thal the giant is
now in a good shape while the
gfz,m'ernment is skeplic about its
uture following its fragile
track record of over lour years,

Talking 1o UNB at his office
the Managing Director of
KAFCO said although the com-
pany was in a linancial prob-
lem, it was now becoming sound
in operation.

The industrial unit. a3 unique
joint venture wilh the largest
foreign investment in
Bangladesh, located in Chit-
tagong. has been in trouble
since the starl of its commer-
cial operation in May 1985,

The trouble has deepened
further with the government's
refusal to accept the commer-
cial settlement of the fertiliser
plant recently questiuning its
economic viability and predict-
ing huge burdens for
Bangladesh.

Contradicting the objection,
Dr Wilson said: "We should not
judge the company on the basis
ol its history." The industry is
now operating on high produc-
tion rates. "This year the com-
pany was closed only 23 days."

However. the MD agreed that
Lthe track record of the industry
was not fair. and put much of
the blame on his predecessor,

"But. that is not my business.
My job is to run the industry
better than earlier. It is now at a
high production rate, but be-
cause of the present low market
rales. the company is in finan-
cial problem."”

Replying o a question on fi-
nancial restructuring, Dr Wil-
son said that the IFC delegation
had already visited KAFCO last
week.

“They would slarl discussing
text week with the banks who
lent morniey to KAFCO to support
the proposed restructuring pro-
gramme.”

Replying to a query regard-
g the mechanical stability of
the industry he said: "Now the
planit is in good shape. Most of
the repairs are done. There is
only a scheduled repair work in
January 2000.”

"We don'l expect any me-
chanical disturbance till
February 2000." However, Dr
Wilson agreed that with any
plant. especially one like
KAFCO having a bad record ol
frequent shutdowns because of
mechanical laulls, there is risk.

MQM for ferry
service between
Karachi and
Bombay

KARACHI, Feb 19: An ethnic
party in Pakistan representing
migrants from India called to-
day for the introduction of a
ferry service between Karachi
and Bombay, reports AFP.

Aftab Sheikh, a senator and
central leader of the Muttahida
Qaumi Movement (MQM), said
divided families needed the
ferry link bétween the two
countries badly.

He also calfr':d for reopening
of an Indian consulate to issue
entry visas in Karachi. The
consulate was closed in 1994
amid unrest in the city.

. The MQM claims to repre-
sent millions of Urdu-speaking
migrants from India known as
Mohajirs, who came to Pak-
istan after the partition of the
Sub-continent in 1947.

"Pakistan and India are both
52 years old, so they should
start behaving like mature na-
tions,” said 70-year-old
Maseeh-ur-Rehman, who mi-
grated here from New Delhi.
~ "We have been seen destruc-
tion, war and blood, but now we
do not need more. If ther be-
come [riends, then we could see
our relatives easily there,”
Rehman said.

Farmers block
road 1n Trishal
demanding

fertiliser

MYMENSINGH., Feb 19:
Traffic remained standstill for
four hours on Dhaka-My-
mensingh highway due to a
road barricade put up by the agi-
tating farmers in Trishal today,
reports UNB.

Police said the farmers who
wernt Lo receive fertiliser at the
thana headquarters as sched-
uled earlier became agitated as
they found the godown closed
and the dealer missing,

They blocked the road [rom
7 amlo 11 am and damaged sev-
eral vehicles in protest.

Local MP Ruhul Amin
Madani along with Deputy
Commissioner, additional dis-
trict magistrate and police
rushed to the sput.eccr}aened the
godown and arranged distribu-

| tion of fertiliser.



