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3 Western Zone
trains placed
under private
management

PABNA, Jan 17: Services of
three passenger trains in the
Western Zone of Bangladesh
Railway have been placed under
private management, sources in
the railway said, reports APB.

The Padmarag Mail, running
in the Santabar-Lalmonirhat
route, has be leased out to
Islam Brothers at a rate of Tk
9.77 lakh per month.

Two local trains, 481-UP
and 482-Down, both running in
the same route, have also been
leased to the same cumgan}r for
Tk 10.65 lakh per month.

The three trains will start
operating under the new man-

agement soon, the sources said.

Services of inter-city 'Mo-
hananda' running in the
Khulna-Chapainawabganj
route and inter-city
'Nakshikantha between
Khulna and Goalundo Ghat
would also be leased to two
other companies, the sources
added.

The Mohananda was earlier
leased to another company for
Tk 11 lakh per month but the
lease was cancelled after five
months,

Acid thrown on
teenage girl
in Sylhet

SYLHET, Jan 17: A teenage
girl received burn injuries when
a shunned suitor allegedly
threw acid on her at Kulumch-
hara village in Goainghat early
today, reports APB. z

Sonara Begum, 18, with se-
vere burn injuries on her face
and eyes is now heinF treated at
Osmani Medical College Hospi-
tal.

According to family sources,
a local youth hurled acid on
Sonara through the window of
her room while she was sleep-
ing around midnight,

The youth, whose proposal
of mafn'aﬁe was turmed down by
Sonara, then fled the scene,

UP Chairman
held in Pirojpur

PIROJPUR, Jan 17: Police
here today arrested a Union
Parishad Chairman allegedly
for his involvement in the ac-
tivities of an outlawed political
party, reports UNB.

Haribar Biswas, 45, chair-
man of Atgharkuriana ‘union
parishad of Swarupkathi
thana, was picked up from
Sadar road in the morning. Po-
lice said he is also an Indian
citizen,

He was produced before the
court and sent to jail.

' Transport worker
shot dead in
Jhenidah

JHENIDAH, Jan 17: A trans-
port worker was shot dead by
some armed men at Porahati
village in sadar thana here Sat-
urday night, reports UNB.

Police said the men called
Firoj, 25, out of his house at
about 1 am and killed him in
the courtyard,

Meanwhile, another man
was reportedly killed by mem-
bers of an outlawed party at
Shubhodia village in
Kotchandpur thana Tuesday
night.

Police said Kheder Ali, 32.
owner of a grocery shop, was
shot dead while he was -:ating al
about 8 pm. A former member
of the outlawed party, Kheder
was leading a normal life, po-
lice said.

A case was filed with
Kotchandpur thana in this
connection.

Crackdown on
terrorists:
18 arrested

PATUAKHALI, Jan 17: Po-
lice have arrested 18 'terrorists’
in a drive to curb terrorism in
the town, reports APB.

All the arrested were pro-
duced in court which gave them
detention for varying periods.

Police said they have a list of
45 'terrorists’.

Most of the ‘terrorists’' belong
to different political parties
and the main reasons behind
terrorism are intra-party feuds
and groupings over local
leadership, police said.

They are also often involved
In teasing and assaulting girls.
Six such cases were filed with
police last month and another
two during the current month.

Khmer Rouge refugees look forward

in search of new lives

PHNOM PENH, Jan 17: For
most Cambodians the darkness
of Khmer Rouge rule ended in
1979 when an invading Viet-
namese army ousted the mur-
derous guerilla group from
power, reports AP.

Thousands of others, how-
ever, were trapped by the Khmer
Rouge as the rebels clung to
pockets of territory in the
mountainous jungles of north-
ern Cambodia. "The Pol Pot
time,” as Cambodians refer to
the radical communists’ 1975-
79 reign of terror led by Pol Pot,
is now finally coming to a close
for those unlucky few.
~ With the back of the Khmer
Rouge now hroken, refugees that
fled fighting last year at the
rebels' final bastion at Anlong
Veng are being repatriated to
home villages in eastern Cam-
bodia. Many have not seen their
hometowns since wild-eyed
soldiers fleeing the Vietnamese
advance rounded them up and
marched them by foot to jungle
strongholds along the Thai
border. |

‘'I'm so happy to be return-
ing. This is what I've always
wanted to live in my native
land with my parents again."
said 47-year-old Kuot Kim as he
unloaded his family from a Red
Cross truck at a pagoda on the
outskirts of Phnom Penh.

Kuot Kim is one of the first
batch of 395 people to leave Phu

Noi refugee camp in Thailand,
{ust over the border from An-
ong Veng. They crossed into
Cambodia on Tuesday, and af-
ter a brief stay in the capital,
left Sunday for their birth-
places in Mondulkiri province
to begin new lives free I];c:m the
Khmer Rouge,

Bang Poeun, 40, said he ex-
ecls starting over again to be
ard, perhaps harder at first

than going back to Anlong
Veng.

But he and his family did not
hesitate to take the offer from
the UN High Commissioner for

Refugees to escape the bizarre

doctrine of Khmer Rouge army
chief Ta Mok, whose brutality
has earned him the nickname
“The Butcher.”

"Ta Mok's regulations were
very strict. No selling, no buy-
ing, no freedom." Bang Poeun
said. "That is why we don't want
to go back."

The road to freedom began
last March when several of Ta
Mok's generals in Anlong Veng
mutinied and pushed the rebe]
leader's loyalists over the Thai
border with the help of the
Cambodian army a few weeks
later.

“Most of us didn't know any*
thing was wrong until we heard
the explosions. Then we ran for
the border,” Kuot Kim said.

The rebellion splintered the
already limmping Khmer Rouge

movement. Longtime Khmer
Rouge leader Pol Pot died of a
heart attack last April as Ta
Mok's troops were on the run.

Ta Mok's remaining com-
manders have since trickled out
of hiding and defected to the
government, leaving the rebel
army chief with perhaps 100
diehard supporters.

Although Ta Mok no longer
controls Anlong Veng. the
refugees do not make distinc-
tions between him and the mu-
tineers. '

Men described by Kuot Kan
as loyal to Ta Mok have infil-
trated Phu Noi camp and intim-
idated the 14,600 refugees there,
telling them they will not re-
ceive any assistance unless they
come back to Anlong Veng.

"The Khmer Rouge an-
nounced that if we went with
the United Nations we would
not get any food because the
United Nations had no right to
take us away,” he explained.

The coercion does not appear
to be working. A second batch of
610 refugees left Phu Noi on
Friday, all of whom chose the
UN repatriation programme
over Anlong Veng,

"l want to give up this life of
war, ' said Kuot Kan, who was a
Khmer Rouge soldier until 1987
before being transferred to the
village militia. "I will start my
new lite by being just a simple
farmer."

Yeltsin's first appearance
in a week

MOSCOW, Jan 17: A Russian
lelevision station showed a
brief, silent clip of President
Boris Yeltsin meeting, his inte-
rior minister on Saturday. re-
ports Reuters.

It was the 67-year-old lead-
er's first appearance in a week
and came two daws after he
abruptly cancelled what were to
have been his first Kremlin
meelings since the New Year
holiday.

The 20-second-long clip on
NTV television showed him sit-
ting in an open-necked shirt
listening to Interior Minister
Sergei Stepashin,

Presidential spokesman
were not available for cormmment
but Yeltsin's press secretary,
Dmitry Yakushkin, told Rus-
sian news agencies that he had
met Stepashin and Kremlin
Chief-of-Stalf Nikolai Bor-
dyuzha at his Gorky-9 residence
outside Moscow,

The Kremlin leader's last
televised appearance had been
on January 8 when he met Bor-
dyuzha at another country resi-
dence. Stepashin said in tele-
vised remarks that Yeltsin had
given his ministry three key
tasks — to make a breakthrough
in stopping crimes against or-
dinary individuals, to step up
the rf}lfght against econormmic

crimes and to crack down on

corruption.

In a separate statement, the
Kremlin press office said
Yeltsin had sent an instruction
to Prime Minister Yevgeny
Primmakov asking him to report
back by Wednesday on his
progress in paving off debis to
public emplovees, pensioners
and others,

Saturday’'s burst of reported
activity at Gorky-9 followed the
cancellation on Thursday and
Friday ol meetings Yeltsin had
been expected to conduct in the
Kremiin.

Yakushkin said on Thursday
that Yeltsin, who was battling
ill health for much of last au-
tumn. had cancelled various
meetings but declined to give a
reason. He said the president
lelt "fine" and still planned a
state visit to Paris on January
28 and 29, his first foreign trip
in more than three months.

Towards the end of last year,
Yeltsin had been looking fitter
and his doctors lifted a ban on
travel imposed after he nearly
collapsed in public on a Lour of
central Asia in October.

His apparently improving
health had slifled speculation
that he might not be ahle to see
out his final term, which is due
to end in the middle of next
year.

A Christian sings songs in praise of Jesus as Christia}ns
demonstrate in New Delhi yesterday to urge the Indian
government to ensure freedom of religion for every

individual as laid down

the Indian Constitution.

Recently, Hindu nationalists attacked several churches in
the western Indian state of Gujarat alleging that ‘the
Christian missionaries are converting Hindu tribals into

Christians en masse.

— AP/UNB photo

Russian security
officials mum on
whereabouts of

Kurdish rebels

MOSCOW. Jan 17: Russian
security officials Sunday de-
clined to confirm or deny that
Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah
Ocalan was in Moscow after
leaving Italy, reports AP.

The Italian premier's office
ornn  Saturday announced
Ocalan's departure from Italy
withou! giving details. Turkis
security officials and media re-
ports in [taly and Russia said
Ocalan was headed for Moscow.

'We have no comment on
this,” a spokesman for the Fed-
eral Security Service said.

Ocalan leads the Kurdistan

Workers Party, or PKK, which
has been fighting for Kurdish
autonomy in southeastern
Turkey for 14 years. The con-
flict has killed around 37.000
people.
. He arrived in Rome on Nov
12 seeking asylum from
Turkey, which is trying him in
absentia on capital charges.

The guerilla chief had been
staying at a villa on the out-
skirts of Rome, searching for
another country in western Eu-
rope to take him in and serve as
a platformm for the Kurdish
Cduse,

During his stay in Italy,
Ocalan said repeatedly that he
was ready to abandon the
armed struggle for Kurdish au-
tonomy il Turkey would enter
into talks with the Kurds.

Gunmen kill 4
shepherds in
Algiers

ALGIERS, Jan 17: Armed
men killed four shepherds and
injured another in a weekend
attack southwest of Algiers, ac-
cording to a government state-
ment, reports AP,

The gunmen attacked the
shepherds Saturday evening
near Ain Della, 75 miles south-
west of the capital, the state-
ment said.

The shepherds were return-
ing home with their herd of
sheep when they were stopped
I:gr the group of armed men, res-
idents of the area reported.

There was no claim of re-
sponsibility and no further de-
tails were provided on the at-
tack. which occurred in an area
where Islamic insurgents are
thought to be hiding.

Such attacks are blamed by
authorities on the Armed Is-
lamic Group, the movement
that has been trying to topple
this North African country's
military-backed pgovernment
since 1992,

The insurgency was triggered
by the government's decision to
cancel legislative elections that
the now-banned Islamic Salva-
tion Front was poised to win,

Some 134 people have been
killed since the start of Ra-
madan Dec. 19. In the past, the
Muslim holy month has seen
increased activity by Islamic
insurgents,

Al least 75,000 people —
civilians, soldiers and insur-
gents — have been killed in the
violence since 1992,

Eangladesh Book
Corner set up
1n Jadavpur

Untversity

CALCUTTA, Jan 17: The
third Bangladesh Book Corner
has been set up in Jadavpur
University, Bangladesh Deputy
High Commissioner Sheikh
Ahmed Jalal handed over three
hundred and three books on
Bangladesh literature, culture,
social science, history and Lib-
eration War of Bangladesh to
the Vice Chancellor of Jadavpur
University Professor Ashoke
Nath Basu at the university's
Central Library at a simple cer-
emony in Calcutta on Wednes-
day last, said a message re-
ceived here today, reports BSS.

Senior professors, teaching
staff including Registrar Raja
Thakumar Banerjee, Chief Li-
brarian Ram Krishna Saha.
students of various depart-
ments and officials of the mis-
slon were present at the func-
tion.

Expressing his gratitude to
the vice chancellor for showing
deep interest to set-up
Bangladesh book corner, the
Deputy High Commissioner as-
sured that the mission would
continue to send books on
Bangladesh from time to time
in future to cater to the needs of
the scholars, researchers, and
students of the university. He
expressed his hope that the ex-
change programmes of books
and publications could easily
huildp bridges between the two
peoples.

Speaking on the occasion
Vice Chancellor AN Bose ex-
pressed his deep gratitude for
presenting books to the library.,
He stressed the need for more
exchange of books,; publications
and other research materials
among South Asian universi-
ties especially between India
and Bangladesh.

JSD for holding
municipal polls
on schedule

Leaders of Jatiya Samaj-
tantrik Dal (JSD) yesterda
said all necessary steps shoul
be taken to hold the municipal
elections as per schedule, re-
ports BSS.

The elections to local gov-
ernment bodies are very impor-
tant for democracy, they said at
an emergency meeting of the
central reorganisation commit-
tee of JSD at its central office in

the city.
Presided over by JSD presi-
dent ASM Abdur Rab, the

meeting was also attended by
Hasanul Hug Inu, Noor Alam
Ziku, Kazi Aref Ahmed, Sharif
Nurul Ambia, Syed Zafar Saz-
zad and Moinuddin Khan
Badal.

The JSD leaders said the re-
cent announcement of opposi-
tion political parties to boycott
the elections is a matter of con-

cern. The crisis should be-re- -

solved through discussion, they
added.

They urged the government
and the concerned authorities
to take steps to make the mu-
nicipal elections meaningful.

Creatinﬁ unexpected com-
plexity to the path of empower-
ing people is not desirable to
anybody espousing democracy,
they observed.

Plea to help
distressed people

State Minister for Jute A K
Faezul Hug has urged the afflu-
ent section of the people to come
forward in aid of the distressed
people, reports BSS.

He was distributing winter
clothes among the poor people
at Banoripara in Barisal dis-
trict and Swarupkati in Piro-
jpur district on Saturday. Huqg
distributed blankets, sarees,
lungis and shirts.

Later, the state minister dis-
tributed documents of khas
land among the 130 landless
families.

Singapore welcomes
appointment of
Malaysia’s DPM

SINGAFPORE, Jan 17: Singa-
pore's education minister, Teo
Chee Hean, on Sunday wel-
comed the appointment of Ab-
dullah Badawi as Malaysia's
new deputy prime minister,
adding it could speed up eco-
nomic recovery in the city-
state's closest neighbour, a
state-run television reported,
reports AP, ‘

‘Any move in Malaysia
which results in greater politi-
cal stability and predictability
and the return of confidence
among investors and to assist
in Malaysia's economic recov-
ery is certainly something we
would welcome,” Teo was
guoted as saﬂ'ng by Singapore’s
main news channel.

Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad named
Abdullah, the country's former
foreign affairs minister, his
deputy last week, filling a spot
that was vacated when Anwar
Ibrahim was fired on Septem-
ber 2.

Anwar is now on trial for sex
and corruption charges, which
he denies.

Ties between Malaysia and
Singapore have been strained
by disputes over a water supply
agreement, the location IJ‘PEI
railway border post in Singa-
pore and the cancellation of au-
tomatic flyover rights for Sin-
gaporean military aircraft in
Malaysian airspace.

Teo, who was speaking at a
local event, also warned Singa-
poreans that a regional eco-
nomic downturn could be wors-
ened by the outbreak of finan-
cial instability in Brazil, and
said ,that the upcoming elec-
tions in Indonesia should be
watched carefully,

Indonesia and Malaysia
have been among the nations
worst hit by the Asian financial
crisis, the affects of which have
been limited in small and afflu-
ent Singapore.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina receiving donations to the PM'

g Relief Fund from in-

dividuals at her office yesterday. — PID photo
US lawmaker for large-scale Bad case of
humanitarian aid to Myanmar air rage

BANGKOK, Jan 17: A United
States Congressman appealed
Sunday for large-scale humani-
tarian aid to Myanmar, reject-
ing arguments that such aid
would merely sustain the
Southeast Asian country's
harsh military regime, reports
AP.

"Humanitarian concerns are
taking a back seat in Burma.
But I've always believed that
human concerns and human
rights go together," Tony P Hall,
an Ohio Democrat, told a préss
conference. .,

Myanmar opposition leader
Aung San Suu Kyi, with whom
Hall met last week, opposes for-
eign aid to her country, saying
some 50 per cent of it is si-
phoned off by the military.

The Nobel Peace Prize laure-
ate has also criticized some for-
eign aid workers for allegedly
‘collaborating” with the regime
and promoting poorly con-
ceived projects.

Hall quoted Suu Kyi as say-
ing she would reverse her stance
only if there was a 100 per cent
guarantee that foreign aid
would not go to supporting the
government,

A longtime promoter of hu-
manitarian causes around the
world, Hall said he visited a
number of successful grassroots
projects in the Myanmar coun-
tryside run by the United Na-
lions and non-government or-

ganisations.

Hall said Myanmar, also
known as Burma, was plagued
by malnutrition, disease, poor
education and the rapid spread
of AIDS. Myanmar is ranked as
one of the world's poorest na-
tions.

'If humanitarian aid is not
provided a whole generation
will be lost. The need is tremen-
dous," Hall said, adding that
waiting to provide foreign as-
sistance until democracy is re-
stored might take years -=nd
thus prolong poverty and suf-
fering.

Hall said he brought up hu-
man rights abuses, political
prisoners and brutality against
ethnic minorities in his meet-
ing with strongman Gen Khin
Nyunt,

He also noted the political
struggle between the military
and Suu Kyi's National League
for Democracy had resulted in
neglect of basic needs among
the masses.

“There is a saying in Burma:
'When the water buffaloes fight,
the rice dies," he said.

Hall predicted US economic
Sanctions against Myanmar
would stand aned did not foresee
reconciliation between Suu Kyi
and the military. He quoted
Khin Nyunt as saying the
regime would be "gentle and le-
nient” with the opposition,
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A two-day apparel exhibition jointly organised by 'Aurita’

HE -.,-_r'_:"‘-_.-:":-“'_ e PR

S e T L Pl Sl L

and 'Amar' began at the Alliance Francaise in the city
yesterday. Journalist Faiz Ahmed inaugurated the show.
It will remain open from 2 pm to 8 pm.

Launch dacoity
in Meghna

NOAKHALI, Jan 17: Pirates
swooped on the passengers of a
Tajimuddin-bound launch in
the river Meghna in Ramgati
thana this morning and took
away valuables and Tk 10 lakh
in cash, reports UNB.

Witnesses said about 15 pi-
rates in the guise of passengers
boarded the launch at Bod-
darghat in Ramgati. They took
control of the MV Mofij at gun
point when it reached Charpata
area,

Death condoled

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof. Abu Sayeed yesterday
condoled the death of Rezaun
Nabi Rubel, Chairman of the
Dogachi Union Council under
Joypurhat district, reports BSS.

In a condolence message
Prol Sayeed expressed deep
sympathy for the members of
the bereaved family and prayed
for eternal peace of the departed
soul. :
Rubel died on Friday at
Velore in India at the age of 38.

LONDON, Jan 17: A man ran
lthrough a British Airways
Boeing 747 and broke an inside
window before crew and pas-
sengers overpowered and hand-
cutted him, the airline said
Sunday after the man was re-
turned to London under guard
and airested, reports AP.

British Airways said the in-
cident. on a Thursday flight
from London to Thailand, was
one of the worst cases of air rage
the company had ever seen. A
spokesman said there had been
no danger Lo the aircraft.

The pilot had diverted to
indai "for the safety of the air-
craft," and turned the 29-year-
old man over to the Indian au-
thorities at New Delhi airport,
the airline said. The man, a res-
ident of Hong Kong, was held
under police guard until airline
security officers picked him up
and brought him back to Lon-
don on Sunday.

The incident began seven
hours into the 12-hour flight of

BAOO9, which left London's
Heathrow Airport for Bangkok
with 395 passengers.

The airline said cabin staff
noticed that the man was an-
noying passengers around him.
A woman <'“r7 next to Yim
tried to ignore him by putiing
on a headset — enraging the
passenger, who the airline said
had been drinking heavily.

The man ripped the ear-
phones from her and bit the
ieadset in half. Cabin crew
found the woman shaking and
in tears, and warned the man,
but he jumped up and attacked a
passenger near him before rac-
ing down to the rear of the air-
craft, the airline said,

There he attempted to punch
out the window of the door,
striking it so hard that he broke
Lthe inner protective panel and
cut his hand badly,

The flight Df%'iEEI‘ left the
cockpit and helped three cabin
crew and three passengers over-
power the man, who was hand-
culled and restrained by seat-
belts in the rear of the jet, the
airline spokesman said.

Indonesia firm to

hold polls on June 7

JAKARTA, Jan 17: Indone-
sia s government has pledged to
hold a general election on
schedule on June 7 despite a
dispute in Indonesia's Parlia-
ment over the content of new
electoral reform bills, a news
report said Sunday, reports AP,

"The government has never
had the slightest intention of
postponing (the election). It will
be held as scheduled and there
will be no change (of schedule),”
State Secretdry Akbar Tanjun
was quoted as saying by the of-
ficial Antara news agency.

Rival factions in the legisla-
ture have so far failed to agree
on the bills that are to regulate
the composition of a new-loock
pariiament, the participation
of the military in politice and
the setting up of new parties.
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Iraqis crowd around a television set in central Baghdad to watch and listen to Iraqi leader

Saddam Hussein deliver a speech marking the 8th anniversary of the Gulf War ye*sterdgyi
On January 17, 1991, a US-led coalition began bombing Iraq in response to Iraq's invasion
of neighbouring Kuwait. United Nations sanctions are still being imposed as a result of the

conflict.

— AP/UNB photo



